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MINUTES. 



Board o! Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund of the State of Florida. 



Tallahassee, Florida, July 5, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engie, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Cor ley, Commissioner of Lands ft 
Immigration. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read & corrected. 
Judge H. L. Mitchell and Hon. J. B. Wall appeared 
before the Board on behalf of the Jacksonville, Tampa 
and Key West Railroad Company, and conferred with the 
Trustees at some length respecting the aid that will 
probably be given in the construction of said Company's 
road upon the filing of the survey of the route and con- 
struction of the road. 

Col. I. Coryell appeared before the Board and requested 
aid in the construction of the Atlanta and Gulf Coast 
Canal for so much of the work as lies between the St. 
Johns river and Lake Worth. J 

The following resolution was adopted: 
Resolved, That the odd-numbered Sections of Swamp 
Lands for six miles on each side of the Atlantic and Gulf 
Coast Canal be reserved from sale for the benefit of the 
Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Canal 
Company until the further order of this Board. 

The specifications of construction of the South Florida 
Railroad Company which were presented at the last meet- 
ing, were approved by the Board. 



A letter was received from S. I. Wailes, of Washington, 
bi ggesting that the Trustees make further selections un- 
der th* Act of September 28, 1850, and forward them to 
Washington that he may test the correctctss of former 
rulings of the Department cf the Interior as to the expi- 
ration of the provisions of said Act. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That Sydney I. Wailes he appointed the 
Agent of the Board to select any further Swamp Lands 
to which the State may be entitled under the Act of Sep- 
tember 28, 1850, and that in' compensation therefor he 
shall receive two cents per acre for all lands selected by 
him and patented to the State, to be paid in lands at 
current prices. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a communication 
from the Secretary of the Green Cove Springs and Mel- 
rose Railroad Company enclosing the Engineer's state- 
ment of the route of said Company's road, giving the 
courses and distances, and the connections with the Town- 
ship, Range and Section lines, and asking a withdrawal 
from sale of the lands granted to said road. 

The Secretary was instructed to notify said Company 
of the requirements of law for the withdrawal of lands 
from Bale under the Act incorporating said Company. 

An account of A. Doggett for $5 for a certificate as to 
coupons which was approved by the Board Oct. 19, 1878, 
bnt which had never been certified by the President and 
attested by the Secretary, was presented; and it was 
ordered, That the present President and Secretary cer- 
tify to the approval of isaid account. 

The following bills were presented and approved: 

W. U. Telegraph Office, Telegrams, $9.03. 

J. H. Lee, Special Timber Agent, amount paid for sur- 
veying to ascertain trespass, $2.50. 

The Board proceeded to the consideration of the follow- 
ing case: Certain cedar timber was cut under permit in 
Orange County in the district of Special Agent J. H. Lee 
— Lee permitted the timber to be rafted down the river 
without requiring the pre-payment of stumpage, but ac- 
companied the raft to Jacksonville for the purpose of col- 
lecting the stumpage there — Upon reaching Jacksonville, 
John Price, Jr., the Special Agent for Duval county de- 
manded payment of the stumpage — The question to be 



decided was, "Which of the two agents is entitled to col- 
lect the stunipage?" and the amount was deposited in 
Bank to await the action of the Trustees. 

The Board decided that J. H. Lee is entitled to collect 
the st am page; Gov. Bloxham and Messrs. Barnes and 
Raney concurring, and Messrs. L'Engle and Cor ley dis- 
senting. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That, hereafter, when any Special Timber 
Agent shall permit any timber cut upon State lands to be 
removed from his district without the payment of stump- 
age, he shall not be allowed to collect the stunipage there- 
on in any other district and retain commissions therefor, 
unless the Special Timber Agent of the district in which 
the timber shall be delivered shall fail in the discharge 
of bis doty in collecting such stumpage. 

The following entry was canceled: No. 10,102 made 
May 27, 1881, bv Thomas J. Lawson and Wm. H. Pearce, 
NE± of NWi Section 22, T 30, 8, R 25 E, and the pur- 
chase money amounting to $39.83 was ordered to be re- 
funded. 

The following communication was laid before the 
Board : 

To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund of the State of Florida : 

Leonard G. Dennis respectfully represents to your 
Honorable Board, 

1st. That on or about the 10th day of November, 1875, 
be was appointed and commissioned by the Governor 
of Florida to be Agent for the State to receive and re- 
ceipt for moneys due on account of land, and to secure for 
the State of Florida any land that might be due said 
State. 

2d. That after being so appointed and commissioned be 
appointed one Charles Pomeroy to act as his clerk and 
Agent at Washington, P. C. 

3rd. That through his Agency as aforesaid, there was 
secured to the State of Florida over fifty-eight thousand 
(58,000) acres of land — that the amount of compensation 
due him for said service is ten per cent, of said lands, pay- 
able in lands, to wit : five thousand eight hundred (5,800) 
acres of land. 



Therefore, he resjtectfully asks that his claim may be 
approved, ami deeds or floats may be issued to turn for 
the said amount of five thousand eight hundred (5,800) 
acres. . '" 

March 14, 1881. (Signed) L. G. DEXXIS, State Agent. 
Ordered, That the Secretary transmit to Charles Pom- 
eroy, Esq. of Washington, a copy of the foregoing com- 
mmnicatton. 

Ordered, That the lands selected by Charles Pomeroy 
in compensation for his services in procuring patents for 
58,454.01 acres of Swamp lands, which have not been al- 
ready entered, lie reserved from sale, until the question at 
issue between the said Pomeroy and Leonard O. Dennis 
shall be decided, or until the further order of this Board. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM. 

President. 
Attest: 

HUGH A. COBLE Y, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, July 6, 1881. 
The Board nipt in the Executive Office. - • 

Present: William I>. Bloxham, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. i 

Henry A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. ► 

Mr. Joseph Y. Ponce. President of the Orange Bidge, 
DeLnnd and Atlantic Railroad Company, appeared before 
the Board and filed a plat of the survey of the route of 
said Company's road from Cabbage Bluff, on the St. 
Johns river, to Xew Smyrna, and requested a reservation 
of ];m* for the benefit of said road under the provisions 
of their act of incorporation f Chapter 3332 of the Laws 
of Florida) and selected for said Company the odd-num- 
bered sections. 

The following Resolution was unanimously adopted: 



Resolved, That the odd-numbered Sections of Swamp 
and overflowed lands lying within six miles on each side 
of the Orange Bidge, DeLand and Atlantic Railroad be 
withdrawn from sale for the purpose of aiding in the 
construction of said road, until the further order of this 
Board. 

The following entry was canceled — Entry No. 9717 by 
Geo. W. Turnburke made February 22, 1881, NE± of SEJ 
Section 21, T 30 8, ft 15 E, and the purchase money 
amounting to $39.83 ordered to be refunded; this being 
the entry which was authorized to be changed March 31, 
1881, but in which a change «f entry could not be made 
for the reason that the tract wanted by Mr. Turnburke 
was entered before his papers were returned. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 

Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secy. 



Tallahassee, Florida, July 7, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William D. Bloxhani, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. I/Engle, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The following accounts were presented and approved: 
Win. B. Taylor, professional services and expenses in- 
vestigating trespasses in Taylor and LaFayette Counties 
by request of the Board. $1)7.50. 

George P. Ranev, professional services in U. S. Court, 
$125.00. 

B. M, Burroughs, Timber Agent, Expenses in April, 
$86.50. 

B. M. Burroughs, Timber Agent, Expenses in May. 
$71.75. 






The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest : . 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, July 15, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved, 

William B. Taylor, Esq. having filed a plat of the sur- 
vey of the Live Oak and Rowland's Bluff Railroad, from 
Live Oak to the Suwannee river, and the Company having 
selected the even-numbered Sections of Swamp Lands 
under Chapter 3334 of the laws of Florida, entitled "An 
Act to incorporate the Live Oak and Rowland's Bluff 
Railroad Company," the following resolution was unani- 
mously adopted : 

Be it Resolved, That the Swamp and Overflowed lands 
embraced in the even-numbered sections lying within six 
miles on each side of the route of the Live Oak and Row- 
land's Bluff Railroad, be reserved from sale for the pur- 
pose of aidiug in the construction of said road, 

A letter was received from Hon. J. J. Harris, President 
of the Lake Jesup, Osceola and Kissimmee river Railroad 
and Navigation Company, requesting that the resolution 
offered on the 16th nit. to restore to market the lands 
heretofore reserved from sale for the benefit of said Com- 
pany, which resolution was postponed for thirty da vs. 1* 
further postponed for thirty days more in order to enable 
said Company to complete arrangements for the prosecu- 
tion of the work of construction of its road ; which re- 
quest was agreed to and the resolution again postponed 
for thirty days. 

The following accounts were presented and approved: 



. Philip Walter, Clerk U. S. Court, copies of orders, 
|2.00. 

Postage for Salesman's Office, $19.10. 
, B. M. Burroughs, Timher Agent, Expenses* for June, 
|62.25. 

The following communication was received : 

Jacksonville, Fin., July 11, 1881. 
To the Hon. the Board of Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund, 

Tallahassee, Fla. 
Sirs; — The Atlantic and Gulf Transit Canal Company 
have filed and deposited in the Office of the Secretary of 
State of Florida, a plat of the route of its Canal from 
the mouth of Pablo Creek to North river, and also from 
Matanzas Inlet to the Halifax river, in accordance with 
law. The Company desires to avail itself of the provis- 
ions of an Act of the Legislature approved March 12, 
1879, entitled "An Act to amend Section 2fi of an act 
entitled 'An Act to provide a general law for the incor- 
poration of railroads and canals' approved Feby. 19, 
1874, and to grant aid to railroads and canals incorpor- 
ated under said act," and for that purpose I do hereby 
apply to your Honorable Board to set aside for the use 
of said Company the alternate sections of Swamp and 
overflowed lands for a distance of six miles on each side 
of the line of canal as designated in said plat; and the 
Company is ready to construct said canal in accordance 
with such plan and specifications of construction as will 
meet with your approval. 

Very Respy 
(Signed) A.D. BASNETT. 
Secy Atlantic & Gulf Transit Canal Company. 
The Secretary was instructed to reply to Mr. Basnett 
that the lands along the route described by him. have al- 
ready been reserved from sale upon the application of tLie 
Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Canal 
Company, and that the rights of the different companies 
claiming said lands can be «ettled whenever the tune 
conies for full exercise of said rights. 
The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 
Be it Remlved by the Board of Trtt/tteea of the Internal 
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, That the 
agreement entered into March 20, 1873, between the Trua- 
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tees of tbe Internal Improvement Fund and the Great 
Southern Railway Company, for the construction of said 
Company's Railway and for tbe sale to said Company of 
one hundred and twenty-eight thousand acres of land 
for six thousand four hundred dollars for each section of 
ten miles of said road constructed, be and the same is 
hereby rescinded. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the Vice President 
of the Great Southern Railway Company of the rescind- 
ing of said agreement. 

The following change of entry was allowed: 

Entry No. S4i£, by Elisha Padgett, from the N£ of NE£ 
Section 27 Township 7, South, Range 20, East, to the E$ 
of SE} of Section 22, in said Township. 

IT. S. Duval. C. E. who had been appointed to examine 
the construction of the completed part of the Florida 
Southern Railway, reported as follows: 

"In compliance with your instructions of the 18th 
ulto.. I herewith make the following report of the Flor- 
ida Southern Railway: 

"Gauge 3 ft — Clearing on each side of road-bed gener- 
ally 60 feet — Max i mum grade SO feet — Width of road bed 
on em bank men ts 8 ft — in cuts 14 ft — Dimensions of 
ditches. 3 ft at the top, one foot at the bottom, and slopes 
of li to 1 — Maximum curve 4 degrees — Distance apart of 
centre of cross-ties 2 ft — Weight of iron 40 lbs — and 
fastened by angle bars (the latest improvement in 
splices) . 

"This road will be in running order by tbe time this 
report is received to Hawthorn, a distance of 30 miles, 
twenty miles of which is in thorough order; the balance 
is probably so l>y now — The heavy grades, though numer- 
ous, are short; a«d are far below the maximum grades of 
many of. the most important 1st class broad gauges of the 
North. The locating engineer. Major N. R. Gruelle, has 
paid little resjiect to the undulations of South Florida 
and the flying speed of his engines demonstrates the cor- 
rectness of his conclusion*— 40 miles per hour was the 
rate over which he carried me. 

"I report this road as a firat elaaj* narrow gauge road, 
both in construction and equipments, and approve it aa 
far as Hawthorn, a distance of 30 miles.'' 
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H. S. DuVal, Esq. C. E. also reported as follows upon 
the construction of the South Florida Railroad, from 
Sanford to Orlando: 

"Gauge 3 ft — Clearing on each side of the road-bed 
25 ft — Maximum grade 21 ft — Width of road-bed on em- 
bankments 12 ft — in cuts 11 ft — Ditches variable in di- 
mensions, but everywhere sufficiently deep to keep the 
road-bed dry — Maximum curve 8 degrees— Di stance apart 
of centre of cross-ties, 22 inch and well bedded — Weight 
of iron 16 lbs. and fastened with fish-bar splices — 

"I report favorable upon the workmanlike manner in 
which this road has been constructed, and commend it to 
your special notice as far as Orlando, a distance of 20 
miles." 

Samuel A. Swann, Esq. appeared before the Board and 
conferred with the Trustees res pee ling his claim for ser- 
vices and expenses as the Spe -ml Ageut of the Hoard 
for negotiating sales of lands in large quantities, bat no 
action was taken by the Board in reference thereto. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from J. O. 
Marcy, Esq. stating that he had heard that M. A. Wil- 
liams is about to give up the situation of Agent for the 
sale of lands in Jacksonville, and recommending that Mr. 
R. C. M. Young be appointed in his place; also, a letter 
from Mr. Young himself upori the same subject 

The Secretary was instructed to say to Messrs. Marcy 
and Young that the Board do not think it expedient to 
appoint another agent at this time. 

The Attorney General laid before the Board the follow 
lug orders and decrees of the U. S. Circuit Court made at 
Jacksonville on the 8th instant; which were ordered 
spread upon the minutes: 

In the Circuit Court of the United States 
5th Circuit — Northern Dist. of Fla. 
Chas. P. Greenough, Admr of Francis Vose 1 

Trustees of the Internal Improvement Food j a ** m 7- 
of the State of Florida, et al. J 

This cause coming on to be heard, it is ordered, ad- 
judged and decreed. That the Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund, defendants, be and are hereby au- 
thorised to pay throagh their Treasurer the claims ad- 
judicated against said fund in this cause, and for this 
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purpose to use any money they have or may receive as 
the proceeds of lands sold, or to be sold, belonging to 
such fund: That the amount adjudged in favor of the 
late Francis Vose for costs and expenses in this cause, 
in so far as the same remain unpaid, slmll first be paid, 
subject To the terms and conditions of the orders allowing 
them : That after the payment of such amounts remaining 
due for costs and expenses, the coupons adjudged to be 
legal^claims against said fund shall be paid by the Trus- 
tees through their Treasurer, the same payments to be 
made on a pro rata basis as to all claims so adjudged and 
payable — It is further Ordered, that such payments shall 
be made to the Solicitors of record iu all cases where 
there are such solicitors, and where there are not, then 
to the parties claimant. 

Pone and Ordered and Adjudged and Decreed this 8th 
day of July A D 18S1, in open Court. 

THOMAS SETTLE, 

Judge. 
W. B. WOODS, 

Circuit Justice. 
We consent to the above order. 

Henry H. Jackson, for E. C. Anderson et al. 

C. D. Wiliard, Solicitor for Vose Decree. 

Fleming & Daniel W. D. Ellis et al. 

John* A. Henderson, for himself. 

B. C. Lewis. 

B. C. Lewis & Sons, 

Edward Lewis. 

Cochran & Co. et al. 

Coekrell & Walker for Natl. Bk, Carolina. j 

Geo. P. Raney, Sol. Trustees I, I. Fund. 

Id the Circuit Court of the V. S. 
5th Circuit — Northern Dist, of Florida. 
Chas. T. Greenough, Adiur of Francis Vose . ^ 

ts. | 

The Trustees of the Internal Improvement | 
Fund of Fla, et aL J 

It is ordered and decreed in this cause that interest at 
the rate of seven per cent, per annum shall be allowed on 
all coupons adjudged to be a valid claim against the In- 
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**P ternat Improvement Fund in this cause, from their ma- 
turity to the date of payment. 
Pone and Ordered in open Court this ~u\v 8th 1881. 

W. IS. WOODS, 

Circuit Justice. 
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U. 8. C:r nit Ct. Xo.tliem District of Fla. 
5th Judicial Circuit. 

Chas, P. Greenough, Admr of Francis Yose, ^ 

va. 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund of Florida et al. 

It is ordered that the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund are authorized to make settlement when 
it shall be proper and in accordance with the provisions 
of the laws of the State with the Florida Tropical Rail- 
road Company for any alternate sections of land sold by 
the Trustees and within the six-mile limit granted by the. 
State to the Florida Railroad Company, of which said 
Company the former Company is the assignee, such set- 
tlement to be in lands. 

It is further Ordered, That the Receiver and Master, 
A. Doggett, herein, do supply the Trustees at their re- 
quest with copies of all records necessary and applied 
for by them, to enable tltem to pay off the indebtedness 
of said fund, at the usual charges. 

Done and ordered in open Court July 8th 1881. 

W. B.- WOODS, 

Circuit- Justice. 



On motion, Messrs. I/Engle and CorUy were appointed 
a committee to go to Jacksonville and obtain from A. 
Doggett, Special Master & Receiver, all (he information 
necessary to enable the Treasurer of the Hoard to. pay 
the indebtedness of the Fund in accordance with the or- 
ders and decrees of the I'nited States Circuit Court. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary, 
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Tallahassee, Florida, .Inly 22. 18SI. 
The Board met in the Attorney General^ Office. 
Present: William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. I/Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The m inn tee of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Attorney General presented a copy of a recent or- 
der of the U. 8. Circuit Conrt, which was ordered to be 
spread upon the minutes, and is as follows, to wit : 

In the United States Circuit Court 

For the Northern District of Florida 

Francis Vose 1 

vs V 

The Trustees of the Internal { 

Improvement Fond et al. J 

It appearing from the statement of Henry It. Jackson, 
(Solicitor for Complainants in the case of E -\ Anderson 
and others vs. The Jacksonville, PenBacola and Mobile 
Railroad Company et al., in this Court, that some of the 
said Complainants are holders of bonds of the Pensacola 
and Georgia and Tallahassee Railroad Companies, upon 
which there are coupons which were past due at the date 
of the sales of said railroads by the Trustees of :he Inter- 
nal Improvement Fund ; and it appearing further that the 
said bonds were received, examined, registered and re- 
ported upon by Aristides Domett, Esq.. Master pro hae 
vice in said last mentioned cause; lliat tliev were regained 
in custody for a number of years by the said Master, but 
have been withdrawn under order of this Convt by the 
said Jackson and are now held by him in a box deposited 
for safekeeping in the vaults of the Central Railroad 
Bank, in the city of Savannah: 

On motion of the said Jackson, and by consent of At- 
torney-Ocnersl Fancy representing the defendants in the 
case of Francis Yose. vs. The Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund. Tt is Orrferctf, Thnt A riptide* I^opgett, 
Esq., receive, admit and register said coupons in the said 
last mentioned case as being good, valid and payable from 
the sale of the Internal Tin proven if tit lauds- under the de- 
crees and orders of the court; pmrided, the coupons be 
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verified by affidavit of the said Jackson that lie severed 
them from the bonds to which they were attached, and by 
the certificate of Mayhew « 'unninghain. Cashier O'l-tral 
Railroad Bank, that they were takeo from the t-aid box in 
bis possession ; and provided, further, that the said Mas- 
ter shall identify the said coupons and the holder* of ihem 
with the bonds "and the holders of the bonds so an afore- 
said filed with and audited by him, on examination of the 
number* of said bonds. 

In open Court July 8, 1881. 

w, b. woods. circuit Imth t 
THOMAS SETTLE. Judge. 

The Attorney General laid before the Beard the follow- 
ing correspondence arising under the foregoi.ig order of 
Court, which was ordered spread upon the minutes : 

Tallahassee. July |3, 1881. 
Hon. Geo. P. Raney. Attorney General : 
Dear Sir : 

I respectfully beg that you will inform mt whether the 
dei-ree of Judge Woods of July 8, 1881. directing certain 
P. and G. and Tallahassee R. Rd. roupons "which were 
past -due at the date of the Bales of said R. Roads by the 
Trustees of the Int. Impt Fund," and whv-h have been cot 
from said bonds by Genl. Jackson, to be paid "from the 
saleB of the Int. Imp. lands under the orders and u'errees 
of this Court," means that said P. & G. aud T. Coupons 
represented by Gen. Jackson are to be paid in preference 
to other coupons of the P. & G. and T. Rail Roads which 
were past du> at the date of the sale of said roads by said 
Trustees, hut which have never been cut from the bonds, 
but are still attached to them and still on file with Mr. 
Doggett. 

The coupons I represent were filed just as Those repre- 
sented by Genl. Jackson were in the case of E. C Ander- 
son et al. Neither his nor mine were filed :n the Vose 
case. • 

I do not think that you intended to consen: that the P. 
& G. coupons filed in the Anderson case by Genl. Jack- 
son should have priority over other similar coupons filed 
in the said case by others. By one of Judg.? Wood's de- 
crees, the Trustees are allowed to pay only "the claims 
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adjudicated against the Int. Impt Fund in this cause," to 
wit : the Vose cause. By another of his decrees they are al- 
lowed to pay the claims adjudieat^ against said fund in 
the Anderson case, provided they Were represented by 
Genl. Jackson. 

I may be mistaken in my understanding of the decrees. 
As you are representing all the claimants against the 
fund, and tlm decree says it was rendered by your "con- 
sent," please tell me. when you have leisure, what the 
true meaning of this decree is. 

Yours Respectful I v 

(Signed) D. S. WALKER. 

Attorney General's Office, 
Tallahassee, Fla., -July 1!), 1881. 
Hon. l>avid 8. Walker 

Tallahassee, Fla. 
Dr. Sir : 

I have the hon^r to acknowledge your communication 
of yesterday. You are aware that under the long "land- 
ing orders of the Vose case, all coupons have ro be u mis- 
tered and filed with the Master therein, Mr. Doggett, be- 
fore they can be regarded by the Trustees as a valid claim 
.igaiu* the Internal Improvement Fund. These orders 
provide an ordeal of proof to which a great mass of cou- 
pons have Iwen subjected. In the case, however, of cou- 
pons actually attached to the bonds which were filed in 
the Anderson case, it has been the usual eusioin to take an 
order di recti Dg the Master in that cause to cut off the 
coupons past due at the time of the Iia.ilrOad sale in 
March. 1800. and file and register them with himself as 
Master in the Vose case. Xo further proof has usually 
been required as to such coupons to entitle them to the 
status of an adjudicated claim against the Fund. You 
are doubtless aware there has never been any order giv- 
ing the coupons attached to bonds filed 'n ihe Anderson 
case sni-h status without their beinp filed and registered 
in the Vose case as indicated. Genl. Jackson had, as I 
understand: obtained an order for the Master to cut off 
the coupons from his bonds filed in the Anderson case and 
file them in the Vose case, and represented that the Master 
is doing so had omitted to cut off and flla a few coupons, 
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a It bo' he had done ho as to the mass of tbem; ihat he, 
Genl. Jackson, had taken the bonds to Savannah ami has 
subsequently discovered the omisson, and had, on the 7th 
day of July, commenced cutting off these so omitted, with 
the intention of bringing them with him that day In .Jack- 
sonville and proving them under the order* in the Vote 
case, but for some reason did not get through .-titling all 
of them off, and had not brought any of them. To avoid 
the trouble and expense of his having to senii the bonds 
an<l coupons, where the latter were cut not .iff. to Jack; 
touville, and of having the bonds also seit back In liim at 
Savannah, he asked for the owler you refer to, permitting 
him to cut off and prove in the manner indicated the 
coupons which had not been cut off, and *o prove those he 
had himself cut off. After i ousutting with different At- 
torneys representing coupon Judder*, I agreed to the or- 
der. It was made to cover these particular coupons and 
none other. 

You say the coupons you represent were filed Just as 
those Tf»r"f=ented l\v Oenl. Jackson in the case of I', f*. An- 
derson ef aLj ::nd that neither his nor your-* were filed in 
the Vose case. The understanding enterta'ned by myself 
as to General Jackson's is indicated above. 

Without saying anything as to whether your clients* 
coupons, or any of them, have been filed in the Vose case, 
or as to whether any order for the "cutting off and filing" 
them has been made, it is proper for me to .stare 'hat, in 
my opinion, until filed in the Vose they cannot be treated 
as a valid indebtedness of the Fund, nor can they be filed 
without an order of the Court permitting it. 

As to my "intention," permit me to say that it was sim- 
ply to enable Genl. Jackson to prove and fHe these par- 
ticular omitted coupons in the manner provided by the 
order, and thereby save him the trouble and expense of 
sending his bonds to Jacksonville and having them re- 
turned. They have, I understand, been filed tu accord- 
ance with the order. 

Yon speak of me as representing all the claimants 
against the Fund. I do not. nor is it my duty 10 act for 
you or other A tto rne ys' clients in proving or filiug or ob- 

2 T. I. 
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adjudicated against the Int. Tmpt Fund in this cause," to 
^ it : the Vose cause. By another of his decrees they are al- 
lowed to pay the claims adjudicated against said fund in 
the Anderson case, provided they were represented by 
Oenl. Jackson. 

I may be mistaken in my understanding of the decrees. 
As you are representing all the claimants against the 
fund, and this decree says it was rendered by your "eon- 
sent,'' please tell me, when you have leisure, what the 
true meaning of this decree is. 

Yours Respectful I v 

(Signed) D. S. WALKER. 

Attorney General's Office, 
Tallahassee, Fla., July 19, 1881. 
Hon. l>avid S. Walker 

Tallahassee, Fla. 
Dr. Sir : 

I have the honor to acknowledge your communication 
of yesterday. You are aware that under the long rtaad- 
ing orders of the Vose case, all coupons have to be itgis- 
tered and filed with the Master therein, Mr. Doggutt, he- 
fore they can be regarded by the Trustees as a valid claim 
against the Internal Improvement Fund. These orders 
provide an ordeal of proof to which a great mass of cou- 
pons have been subjected. In the case, however, of cou- 
pons actually altached to the bonds which were filed in 
the Anderson case, it has been the usual ouspoui to take an 
order directing the Master in that cause to cut oft* the 
coupons past due at the time of the RajIrOad sale in 
Ifarch, 18C0, and file and register them with uims?lf as 
Master in the Vose case. No further proof has usually 
been required as to such coupons to entitle them to the 
status of an adjudicated claim against the Fund. You 
are doubtless aware there has never been any order giv- 
ing the coupons attached to bonds filed 'n the Anderson 
case such status without their beimg filed and registered 
in the Vose case as indicated. Gent. Jackson had, as I 
understand; obtained an order for the Master to cut off 
the coupons from his bonds filed in (he Anderson case and 
file them in the Vose case, and represented that the Master 
is doing so had omitted to cut off and flls a few coupons, 
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alt ho" he had done so as to the mass of them; ihat he, 
Genl. Jackson, had taken the bonds to Savannah and lias 
subsequently discovered the omission, and had, on the 7th 
day of July, commenced cutting off those so omitted, with 
the intention of bringing them with him that day lo Jack- 
sonville and proving them under the orders in the Vose 
case, but for some reason did not get through gritting all 
of them off, and had not brought any of them. To avoid 
the trouble and expense of his having to send the bonds 
and coupons, where the latter were cut not uff, to Jack; 
Bouvilie, and of having the bonds also sent back to liim at 
Savannah, he asked for the OBder you refer to, permitting 
him to cut off and prove in the manner indicated the 
coupons which had not been cut off, and *o prove those he 
had himself cut off. After consulting with different At- 
torneys representing coupon l»lder», T agreed to the or* 
der. It was made to cover these particular coupons and 
none other. 

You say the coupons you represent were filed Just as 
thosp n % j"-p B entPd by Genl. Jackson in the case of El C. An- 
derson et a!.," and that neither his nor yours were filed in 
the Vose case. The understanding enterta'ned by myself 
as to General Jackson's is indicated above. 

Without saying anything as to whether your clients* 
coupons, or any of them, have been filed in the Vose case, 
or as to whether any order for the "cutting off and filing'* 
them has been made, it is proper for me to state that, in 
my opinion, until filed in the Vose they cannot be treated 
as a valid indebtedness of the Fund, nor can they be filed 
without ao order of the Court permitting it. 

As to my "intention," permit me to say that it was sim- 
ply to enable Genl. Jackson to prove and file these par- 
ticular omitted coupons in the manner provided by the 
order, and thereby save him the trouble and expense of 
sending his bonds to Jacksonville and having them re- 
turned. They have, I understand, been filed hi accord- 
ance with the order. 

You speak of me as representing all the claimants 
against the Fund. I do not, nor is it my duty 10 act for 
you or other Attorneys' clients in proving or filing or ob- 

2 I. I. 
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taining orders therefor in the Vose ease; and if your 
clients have not obtained such order, it is not iny fault. 
Yours Very Kes'pv 

(Signed) GEO. P. BANBT. 

The following communication was received from II. L. 
Hart: 
,To the Honorable The Board of Trustees of .he Internal 

Imp. Fund 
Gentlemen : 

I most reapectfally call your attention to a contract 
made with me by a former Board for the impr oveBten t of 
the navigation of the Oclawaha river from Silver Spring 
Kun to its source, and to" make cut-offs connecting the 
different inland lakes through which that river flows, and 
to cut a canal from Lake Harris to Lake Panasoffkee, and 
to improve the navigation of the Withlr.eoochee river. The 
said contract grants to me the odd-numbered sections 
along and adjacent to the Oclawaha and Withlacoochee 
rivers and the Lakes to the width of 6 miles on each side. 

In consequence of the Vose suit, i.n which I was made 
a party, I was unable to complete the work in the time 
limited within the contract. I now request your Honora- 
ble Board to renew the contract with me and extend the 
time to three yea in from the date hereof, believing as I do 
that the time in which I was to have done the work should 
be extended to ine in consequence of the said suit — It is 
very well known to your Honors that I expended a large 
Bum of money in improving the Ocklawaha viver, and have 
made that river partially navigable for Steamers lo Lqke 
Harris— and steamers are now running from Palatka tfe 
Lake Harris, which is the result of my improvements. 
Respectfully yours 

HUBBARD L. HART. 

The Secretary was instructed to call Mr. Hart's atten- 
tion to the fact that the injunction in tha Vose .*uit is 
still of force, and that the Trustees are no more able to 
revive the contract now than they were when the injunc- 
tion was first issned. 

The following memoiial was received from The Atlantic 
and Gulf Transit Canal Company: 
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In i he matter of the application of tlie 
Atlantic and Gulf Transit Canal Company 

To the Hon. the Board of Trustees 
of the Internal Improvement Fund: 
Gentlemen : 

Tour Memorialist, the Atlantic and Gulf Transit Canal 
Company, respectful ly requests that your Honorable 
Board grant to it the aid, in the construction of the Ca- 
nals and improvements as provided and specified to be 
made in their Articles of Association, as filed in the office 
of the Secy, of State, to which they are entitled under the 
laws of the State. 

The Company is organized under the Act of the Legiila- 
ture entitled "An Act to provide a general law for ;he in- 
corporation of railroads and canals," approved Fetiv. 19, 
1874. 

Tour memor-alist has complied with the provisions of 
Section 25 of said act by depositing with the Secretary of 
State a plat exhibiting the line of the route of its canals 
and the lands through which it will pass, extending from 
the Perdido river, the extreme Western boundary of the 
State, to Fernandina, its Eastern terminus. The plat 
above referred to is designated in (he Articles of Associa- 
tion as its Western Division. The Company has also filed 
in the office of the Secretary of State a plat of -a portion 
of its route, or line of canal, as is located from the mouth 
of Fablo Creek to North river, and from Matanzag Inlet 
to the Halifax river. 

Tour memorialist having complied with the law by fil- 
ing said plats of its lines of canals, most resj>ectfully re- 
quests that when deeds shall be made by your Honorable 
Board to any parties of lands through which the canal 
routes are located, that the said deeds contain an express 
reservation of the right of way for the Company's line of 
canals and inland streams and waters utilized and made 
a part of its system of internal navigation. The Company 
also requests that the right of way on the Western 1 >i vis- 
inn of 1he canal route from Perdido Bay to Fernandina 
be fixed to the width of five hundred feet, as this canal is 
to he one hundred feet on the bottom and seven f°et deep, 
while the ordinary width of canals is only sixty feet, -ind 
a width of five hundred feet is necessary in order to have 
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room t*J deposit the earth a sufficient distance fn»m the 

bank* to avoid pressure and prevent caving. On the 

Eastern Division the Company requests only the two 
bundled feet as is provided by law. 

Your memorialist desires to avail itself of the piuvis- 
ions of an act of the Legislature approved Mun-li 12th, 
1879. entitled "An Act to amend Section *JH of \Vn Ad to 
provide a general law for the Uworporatii'ii of railioidg 
and canals' approved Fehrnnry lit, 1874. nut) to grant aid 
to railroads and canals incorporated under said act." 
.The Company's Western Division, which extends from 
Pertlidn river to Fertiandimi. is hy the profile 4 C, miles 
in length, and passes through the most worthless lands in 
the State, as it includes the tide-water marshes adjacent 
to the fiulf of V.exico from l'ensaccla to St. ^faifcs, und 
the tide-wafer marshes between Jacksonville and Feruan- 
dina. The Western Division of the Company's Canal if 
one of the longest and widest ever constructed on this 
continent. It is intended for Mississippi river steam 
boat.* and barges, and is to be constructed one hundred 
feet wide at the bottom and ?ij«bt feet deep, with :<icks 
not less than one hundred and fifty feet ta lestgtb and 
forty five feet wide, and the several inside passages be- 
tween the canals to be dredged to a corresponding width 
and depth. This canal, when completed, will d'ain 
large belts of lands along the entire Gulf Coast East of 
the Suwannee river, and especially in the counties of 
Santa Rosa, Walton, Washington, Wakulla, Jefferson, 
Lafayette and Taylor. We therefore request that there 
he granted to this Company the odd-numbered tectioni 
for six (6) miles in width on each side of the Company's 
line of Canal and water communication as laid out on 
the plat now on file in the office of the Secretary of State, 
four hundred and ninety five (495) miles in length, with a 
right to make up any deficiency that may arise, by select- 
ing any of the Swamp and overflowed lands within twenty 
(2D) miles of the line of its route as laid down on "ts 
map; titles to be made to the Company, from time to time, 
as the work progresses, in accordance with the provisions 
of said Acts. 

In consequence of the great magnitude of (bis wcrfc. 
the canal containing double the number of cubic fert of 
water of ordinary canals, and the worthless character of 
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the hinds along ire route, the Company, voor Meiuoralist. 
requests from yr Board fiirtHer. that so much of what 
i* known as the "580,088 acre tract" originally granted to 
the State on its admission ats remains unsold, he donated 
to aid in this work, and ttmt titles t»e made to tlie (Com- 
pany upon the completion of ilu- < ami Is and inland n.iviga- 
tion from the Mississippi river to St. Marks. 

On the Eastern Division of the Company's line or canal 
and inland navigation, the Company also request n grant 
of the odd -numbered sections for six (6) miles in width 
from the mouth of Pablo Creek to North river, and from 
Matanzag Inlet to Halifax river, and the privilege- to make _ 
up any deficiencies in the grant hy selecting lands within 
twenty (20) miles of the canals. The canal of the Com- 
pany's Eastern Division if* to be sixty feet wide at the wa- 
ter line, with the proper slopes, and of a sufficient depth 
to allow the passage of steamers drawing three. (8) feet 
of water, with locks not less than thirty (30) fe?t wide 
and one hundred and twenty-five (123) feet in length. 

The Company are willing To enter into a contract with 
the Hoard to complete the Western Division of the Com- 
pany's improvement and canal from Perdido Bay to the 
Atlantic Ocean within five )5) years from January 1st A, 
D. 1882, upon the basis of this memorial, and to complete 
its line of canal on its Eastern Division from the mouth 
of Pablo Creek to North River, and from Matauxas fnlet 
to the Halifax river Iiv December .11, 1882. 

Your Memorialist is confident that in iw llic "Board 
enter into The aforesaid enntwirt. and it is n«t i nped«*1 by 
litigation, that it will !*■ ahle to carry out the terms of 
the agreement which it a«ks your Board to finer into. 

All of which is most respect fu 1 ly submitted to your 
Honorable Board for favorable consideration hy resolu- 
tion of the Board of Dim- turn of the said Thi Atlantic 
and Onlf Tracsit Canal Company. 
(Signed) THE ATLANTIC & RITLF TRANSIT CANAL 

COMPANY. 

Ilv II. 1„ HART. Prcsi lent. 
Attest : 

'Seal of Company) 

Th" consi'!erj!t;on of Hi" fo*-«g »>ng mrm<'r ! nl was post- 
poned until th"re <di«M h" -' f til nvMHrt* n r T li» |;-.«i*l. 

A letter was received from \Y. D. Cbipley, Vice Preai- 



dent ami General Snpei-inicndeiii of the Pensacoli-. and 
Atlantic Railroad Company, enclosing a t^( k-i* <o' the I-u- 
gineer recommending certain modifications of tin* details 
of construction required hy the Oth Sfction of the Inter- 
nal Improvement Act of 1855. ns follows, to v.'it: 

In the first Specification, 50 feet instead of 00 feet 10 be 
"cleared of all llie stumling Umber.'* 

In the second specification, tlie road Is? d to lie IS feet 
in cuttings instead of 20 feet, and 14 fe?t on emliank- 
nienlt* instead of IS feet. Hitches to be unt* foot lielow 
sub-grade or about 2 ft. 3 inches below tbe base of the 
rail, instead of those prescrilicd iu the Internal rniproTO 
ment Act. 

In tbe third sjseci that ion, cross-tics to 1m» of 1(1 inches 
face and 7 inches in thickness, instead of !l inches face 
and 8 inches in thickness. 

In the ninth specification, a grade to be allowed of 
52 8-10 ft. per mile nnd 4 degrees of curvature, instead of 
45 ft. per mile and 3 degrees of curvature. 

In the seventh spec' ifi cat ion, steel rails of 50 pounds to 
be nsed instead of iron rails of CO pounds to the lineal 
yard. 

The Secretary was instructed to request said Company 
to send a copy of the details of construction of the road 
adopted by said Company, for the consideration of the 
Board, and also to inform the Board at what points c-n 
the route of said road it is considered necessary to adopt 
a higher grade thar. 45 feet to the mile, ."o that the Hoard 
may send an Engineer and inquire into tin* propriety of 
modifying the ninth specification of the Internal Improve- 
ment Act. 

An Application was received from the Indian River 
Railway and Transportation Company asking tbe reser- 
vation from sale of the alternate sections of Swamp lands 
within six miles of the route of its road from Enterprise, 
on the St. Johns river, to Titnsville. on Indian river; and 
enclosing certain plans and specifications for rtie con- 
struction and equipment of the road for the approval of 
the Trustees. 

The plans and specifications not hetii'* sufficiently 
full and explicit with respect to the inannr-r of .nnstrnct- 
ing tbe road, the Secretary was instructed to write to said 



Company and obtain from it muli plane as can be ap- 
proved by tbe Board. 

A letter was received from James If. Duncan. S;»oial 
Timber Agent for Hamilton county, tendering his resig- 
nation as Timber Agent, which resignation was accepted. 

Charles YV. Downing was appointed Spei-iai Timber 
Agent for Hamilton county, in the place of -Tames Jf. 
Duncan resigned. 

The following change of entry was made: 

Entrr No. 8025, bv Giles V. Ellis, made April 27. :S77. 
from the SEJ of PW} Section in, and XE] of SW} and 
NE$ of NR} Section IS. Township 98, South. Range 25. 
East, to the HBf of SWJ Section 10, and NEJ of XTTJ 
and NE| of XEj Section IS, in said Township. 

The account of C. E. Dyke for printing for Salesman's 
Office, amounting to $29.00, was presented and ap- 
proved. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

HUGH A. COR LEY, President pro tem. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. July 28, ISSt. 
The Board met in the Attorney General's Office. 
Present: Henry A, T/Engle, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of ].,imU 3c 
Immigration. 

The Attorney General laid before the Board +he follow- 
ing papers : 

J. Fred Schiitte. Jans PHus. ~\ 

A. Engler et al. Complainants t 

vs. f * a E'piity. 

The J. P. & M. R. R. Company et al J 

In the 5th Circuit Court of the T*. B. for <he 
Northern District of Florida. 
State of Georgia } 
City of Savannah i 
It appearing that the business of the J. P. and M. Rail 



Road, at this season of the year, does not yield a sufficient 
income to defray the expenses incurred by operating it : 

And it appearing, further, that the Receivers t Messrs. 
Conaui and Hawkins) have a fund in their hands pro- 
duced from the operation of the road : 

Now, then, this is to certify that, in my cha racier as 
Solicitor, representing a very large majority of the liold- 
ers of the Pensacola and Georgia and Tallahassee Kail 
Road bonds, I do hereby give my consent to the milling 
ever of Fifteen thousand 4 $15,000) Dollars of the said 
Fund by the said Receivers to Col. 0. H. Allen for the 
purpose of defraying the necessary current expenses of 
operating the said road. 

(Signed) HENRY R. JACKSON. 

July 10. 1881. 

I, as the Solicitor representing a part of the holders of 
the P. & G, Rail Road Bonds, do hereby give my consent 
to the above proposition of Oenl. Jackson. 

(Signed) H. S. WALKER. 

July 23, 1S81. 

Thereupon the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted : 

Re*olre4l. That the Board of Trustees do asseut that an 
order may be made in the ahove cause that the above sum 
may be turned over to Col. O. H. Allen, manager of paid 
road, for the purpose of defraying the necessary c x pen pes 
of running and repairing said railroad, as far as it may 
be neressary. and for purchasing rolling stock, said sum 
to be taken ont of the earnings of the road subsequent to 
the snle of September. 1S70; this assent, however, not to 
interfere with the right of any person petitioning the 
Court to pay ont of paid funds — and that the Attorney of 
the Board be authorized to assent to the same, as herein 
provided, for said Board. 

The account of C. E. T>yke for printing for the Treas- 
urer's Office amounting to seven dollars f|7) was pre- 
sented and approved. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

HUGH A, CORLEY, President pro tent 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee. Florida, August S, 1881. 

The Hoard met in the Executive Office. 

Present: William It. Rloxhaui. Governor. 

George T. Raney, Attorney General, 
liugh A. Corley, Commissioner of La mis k 
immigration. 

The minutes of the last two meeting* were read and 
approved. 

On motion, an order Vas directed to be drawn on the 
Treasurer in favor of James M. Baker for three hundred 
and fifty dollars i$350i iu payment in full for Imlance 
dne for professional services an attorney and solicitor in 
the case of Francis Vose vs. The Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund. 

The following letter was received from the Superin- 
tendent of the I'ensacola and Atlantic Railroad Goto- 
panv : 

Pensaeoln, Fla.. August 1st. 1881. 
Hon. Hugh A. Cor ley- 
Secy Rd Trustees Int. Imp. Fund. 
Tallahassee. 
I)r Sir: 

Yrs of 2tith inst did not reach me vntil 30th (Satur- 
day) P. M. 

I ene-fate herewith copy of the CompVs specifications. 

These specifications do not touch upon all of the mod- 
ification) embraced in Kngineer McMichael's communica- 
tion to me of 15th ulto iind submitted to you under cover 
of my respect* of 16th ulto. 

The first modification was that our clearing, should 
be 100 feet for right of way instead of 120 feet. 

Our charter provides and allows only 100, which is 
customary and sufficient. 

Second specification requested is to make onr hanks 14 
feet wide on top, instead of 18 feet as required by act. and 
Our road-bed in cuttings 18 feet instead of 20 feet. 

Third difference is in the dimensions of cross-ties. Tbe- 
amount of timber required by the act is only 1| feet B. 
measure more than required by our specificat : ous. But 
our specifications put it in a different shape, securing 
the bearing recommended by experience as best. Instead 
of 9 inches face hy 8 inches in thickness, th" rouwi'y de- 
sire to use 10 inches face by 7 inches thick. 9 feet long- 
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Fourth modification desired does not appear in printed 
■petrifications, as it is a matter of inatruction by Engin- 
eer to Co n t racto r, and not an item in contract. I refer to 
the limitation of the gradients to 45 feet to the mile, and 
curvature to 3o as the maximum. 

Loup; ago, immense outlay of capital to overcome 
grades* was abandoned, and, by means of heavy motive 
power, grades considered impracticable a quarter of a 
century ago are now not regarded as difficult. 

We desire to use a grade of 52.8 to tbe mile, and a 
curvature of 4o when desirable. 

You request me to designate the '''points on the route 
"of the Pensacola and Atlantic road where you (I) think 
Ji a heavier grade- than 43 feet to the mile will be requir- 
"ed." As far as our location goes it has developed a 
need for this grade leaving Peusacola. at Pond Creek, at 
Black water and Yellow rivers. On the eastern end sev- 
eral short grades of 32,8 to tbe mile can be nscfl between 
the Apalachkola and the Chipoln. and At will be utterly 
impracticable to go to Marianna upon a grade less than 
52.8. 

You suggest that when informed where these points 
where 52.8 grade will be needed are located, you will have 
a Civil Engineer examine them, etc. 

The delay and expense of this course will he ruinous to 
the Company, and will readily impress your Board upon 
reflection. 

Tbe Conip'y has two corps in the field, one locating 
from tbe East and the other from the West. The very 
foundation of their operations is the maximum grade 
whh-h they are allowed to use. Under your suggestion, 
either corps which reaches a point where the Eng's judg- 
ment would lead him to lay a 52.8 grade would have to 
stop and hold bis corps idle at an expense of $30 or more 
per day. with tbe still greater loss from delay, to await 
the opinion of the Civil Engineer appointed by your 
Hoard. You may think the corps could as well proceed 
during the investigation of your Engineer, but this might 
involve a still greater delay and toss, as the liue might 
have to be abandoned aud tbe corps moved back and a 
new line found (if possible) to fit a 45 ft. grade, should 
your Engr. not approve the 52.8 grade. Tn short the delay 
of such a cours** cannot he estimated. 
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Fifth modification asked for is to substitute 50 pound 
steel, for tilt pound iron rails. 

All of which I trust your honorable body will consider 
favorulily and promptly. 

Until your decision is received, our operations must 
stand suspended and paualyzed. Our requests are rea- 
sonable and in jierfect accord with the usagea and the 
piugress of the age. 

Yrs Truly 
(Signed) \V. D. CHIPLEY, G. Sopt. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Wharttu, the following modifications of the details of 
conni ruction as provided iu the sixth Section of the In* 
tenia 1 Improvement Act, have l>een asked for on behalf 
of the Peusacoln Railroad Company, to wit: 

First. Tho first specification of said act to be so mod- 
ified a* to require the line <if road to be cleared ot all 
standing timber for fifty feet front the centre instead of 
simty feet. 

Sectmtl* The second specification or said Act to he so 
modified as to require a road-bed figkteem feet wide in 
cuttings, instead of twenty feet, and /oh 'fecit feet wide 
on emliaiikiiieiits, instead of < iffhtirn feet, 

Thinl. The third sjieeificathin of sit id act to lie no mod- 
ified as to require cross-tic* of ten inches face and 
arrm inches in thickness, instead of nine inches t.ice 
and < ii/Sit inches in thickness. 

Fourth. The ninth specification of said act to be so 
modified as to allow a grade of 52,8 to the mile and a 
t maximum curvature of four degrees. 

ifc\ Fifth. The seventh specification of said act to be so 
» modified as to allow the use of steel rail weighing fifty 
pound.s to the lineal yard, instead of iron rail of sixty 
pounds to the yard. 

Jnrf irftcmia, the proposed modifications appear rea- 
sonable awl proper, and especially as it is shown that 
it is not practicable to construct the road by the way of 
Maria una upon a grade less than 52.8 — Therefore,- 

Br, it Rcmlred, that the foregoing proposed modifica- 
tions of the details of eon struct ion specified in the sixth 
Section of the Internal Improvement Act. so far as the 
same relate to the construction nf the Pcn?acola and At- 
lantic Hail road, are hereby consented to and approved. 



The Secretary hi id before the Hoard the following" 
modifications of the details of construction as net forth 
in the rtli Section of tin* In i final Improvement Act, 
adoj ted by the India n River Kail war and Transportation 
Company and submitted far the approval of the Trus- 
tee* of the Internal improvement Fund: 

t >r*t. The line of road for sixty (60) feet from the 
•center shall be cleared of all standing timber. 

80CO»d. The road-bed dial] be fourteen (14) feet wide 
in cutting*, with ditches of such width and depth as to 
insure perfect drainage, and eight (Si feet wide on em- 
bankments at the grade line, with elopes of one and a 
half (1£) feet base to one foot rise — In all excavations 
and embankments a perfect drainage shall be secured, 
and no standing water will be allowed to come within 
three {'.i\ feet of the lower side of the cross-tieR. 

Third. The cross-ties shall be of pine, cypress, cedar or 
oak. six (§) feet long, with not less than eight (8) inches 
fate and six inches in thickness, and shall be well and 
carefully bedded, and laid within two and one half (2^) 
feet from center to center. 

Fourth. At all water- ways sufficient space shall be left 
for the unobstructed passage of water. 

Fifth. In the crossing of all streams, the bridges shall 
be constructed according to plans approved by a civil En- 
gineer to be designated by the Trustees o| the InternaL 
Improvement Fund; and over all streams that arc nafj- 
gable suitable draws shall be put to admit the paswige of 
benti and vessels usually navigating the same, to be ap-fc 
proved by the Engineer appointed by the Trustees of thdj 1 
Internal Improvement Fund. 

Sixth. The pinge of the road shall lie three <3i feet. 

Xcrcnth. The iron rail used shall weigh not less ihon 
thirty 1,10) ftoiinds to the lineal yard; if «teei rail is used, 
it shall weigh not less than twenty <20( pounds to the 
lineal yard. 

Eighth. The entire equipment shall be of lite llrst class, 
and shall at all times be sufficient for the prompt trans- 
portal ion of all the passengers and freight irdinarily of- 
fering. 

Jfinth. The grade on no portion of the mute sha'l ex- 
ceed forty-five 1 45 1 feet to the m!le. and oo curves shall 
fum!- f<mr degrees of curvature unless approved uy an 
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Engineer appointed by the Trustees of the rnU'ruul Im- 
prove meat Fund. 

On motion, the said modifications of the details of con- 
struction adopted by the Indian Iliver Ituihvay and 
Transportation Company, were consented to and ap- 
proved by the Board. 

Ordered, That the Swamp ami Overflowed lands within 
six miles of the route of i lie road of the Indian iJI\er 
Hail way and Trans|jortution Company, "mlmtced In ihe 
odd numbered sections. lie reserved from sale for the 
benefit of said Company, until otherwise ordered by this 
Board. 

An Application having been received from John W. 
Frice for the cancellation of Entry No. 9817 by Mary fe). 
Price, made on the ITth March laat, embracing the NWJ 
of tiW I of Section 2S, in Township 22, South, Range 27, 
East, it iras Ordered. That en id entry be eanceled, and 
that the purchase money laid therefor, amounting to for- 
ty dollars, be refunded. 

A letter was received from C, W. Hough, of Katavia, 
N. Y„ inquiring about the contract for irainaKP. Mtde 
with the Apopka Canal Company, looking to a negotia- 
tion for the completion of the work in case said Company 
has failed or shall fail to carry out the work of reclama- 
tion contracted for; which letter was ■.•efei-red !■> the 
Commissioner of Lands and Immigration for reply. 

A letter was received from Dr. John W'estcott on be- 
half of the Florida Coast Canal line and Transportation 
Company, asking that Fractional Section 31, Township 
10, South, Range 31, East, and Fractional Section 9, 
Township 11, South, Range 31 East, be reserved from mle 
for the benefit of said Company. Ordered, That the Sec- 
retary inform Dr. Westcott that said lands have already 
been reserved from Bale, 

The Board then adjourned. , 

Attest: W. D. BLOXrTAM, President 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, August 17, 1861. 
The Board met in the Attorney General's Office. 
Present: Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

George 1*. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, C o m miss ione r of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The following accounts were presented and approved: 

A! A. Williams, Commissions on Sales for June and 
July, »566.94. 

W. T. Webster. Copy of plat of T31SR 15 E, * 2.00. 

A letter was received from the President of the Florida 
Southern Railway Company, enclosing the certificate and 
affidavit of W. C. Miller, Chief Engineer of Baid Railway, 
that the third and fourth sections of ten miles of the 
road from Palatka to Gainesville is completed and in 
o]*> ration, and asking that the Trustees convey to said 
Company the lands to which it is entitled under the 
grants made by the Legislature; which was received and 
placed ou file, and the Secretary was instructed to write 
to the President of said Company suggesting that the 
adjustment of the land grant be postponed until the road 
is completed to Gainesville. 

A letter was received from Hon. J. J. Han-is, late 
President of the Lake Jesup, Osceola and Kissimmee Riv- 
er Railroad and Navigation Company, enclosing copy of 
an instrument transferring the rond and franchises of said 
Company to the Lake Monroe and Lake Jesup Railroad 
Company, and stating that he (Mr. Harris) will be in 
Tallahassee to confer with the Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund on or about the 24th instant, and 
asking a further postponement of the resolution to re- 
scind the reservation of lands for said road. 

Ordered, That said resolution be postponed until a 
full meeting of the Board can be had. 

A letter was received from Hon, T). L. Yulee. President 
of the Tropica] Florida Rnilroad Company asking the 
consent and approval of the Board to the use of steel 
rails weighing forty pounds to the' lineal yard. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Be it Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida. That, in the 
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const ruction of the Tropical Florida Railroad, from 
■Ocala to the waters of Tampa Bay, these Trustees con- 
sent to and approve the use of steel rails weighing n*t 
less than forty pounds to the lineal yard, instead of the 
iron rail prescribed in the seventh specification of th« 
sixth section of the Internal Improvement Act. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the report of H. 
P. DuVal, Civil Engineer, upon the construction of the 
Peninsular Railroad from Waldo to Ocala, a distance 
of forty mil es. This report is as follows : 

"The gauge of this road is 5 ft. clearing on both sides 
of road bed generally 60 feet. Maximum grade 45 feet- 
Width on banks 10 feet — Wjdth in cuts 18 feet — Ditches 
of variable depths, sufficiently deep to keep the road-bed 
dry. Maximum curvature 3 degrees. Weight of iron 
.'15 and 40 pounds fastened with the fish bar splice. This 
road bed, in every respect, is constructed in a workman- 
like manner,'* 

Which report was ordered placed on file. 

The Commissioner of Lands and J in m ignition pre- 
sented lists »>f the lands belonging to the Internal Im- 
provement Fund, embraced in the odd-numbered Sec- 
tions, lying within six miles on each side of the Penin- 
sular Railroad, from Waldo to Ocala, {24.021.70 acres) 
and the Tropical Florida Railroad from Ocala to Tampa 
Bay (173,203.47 acres.) 

Ordered, That the Commissioner furnish to said com- 
panies certified copies of said Lists. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the Bond of 
Charles W. Downing Timber Agent for Hamilton county, 
which was approved by the Board. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration laid be- 
fore the Board the decision of the Register and Receiver 
of the United States Land Office upon the Swamp land 
contest of James C. Bell vs. The State of Florida, involv- 
ing Lot BR& 1 Section 20. T 10 S. R 14 E, said decision 
being adverse to the claim of the State: which was placed 
on file. 

The Board adjourned to the residence of Governor 
William D. Bloxham, where they met. the Governor be- 
ing present. 

The following letter was received from Mr. Hamilton 
Dteston : * 



Philadelphia, July 28, 1881. 
To the Board of Internal liupt 

Fund of the State of Florida. 
Tallahassee, Fla.: 
Gentlemen : 

Out of my purchase of 4.imiu,ihk) acres of land, I hereby 
relinquish to ycu the even-numbered sections for six 
miles on both sides of the line of the South Florida Rail- 
road, extending from Snnford to Tampa, according to 
the survey of said railroad as on file in your office, pro- 
vided that you will allow nie to select other lands in lien 
of those hereby rclinquii-1.' «!. 

Yours Respectfully 

HAMILTON DISSTON. 

The following resolution "was adopted ; 

Rmolrrt!, That, in addition to the lands already re- 
nerved from sale for tlit* benefit of the South Florida 
Railroad, the even-numbered sections of swamp lands 
within six miles on each side of the South Florida Rail- 
road from Orlando to Bartow be reserved from sale for 
the benefit of said nwj. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

Knotved, That the Attorney of this Board be in- 
structed to move in the Supreme Court of the United 
States for the advancement on the docket of the appeal 
taken by the Trustees against the decrees of the United 
States Circuit Courl at Jacksonville allowing certain 
costs and expenses to Francis Vose in the suit of said 
Vose against the Trustees! of the Internal Improvement 
Fund. 

The Board then adjourned. 

President pro tem. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. C0RLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, Sep. 1, 1881. 
The Board met in the Fxecutive Offlee. 
Present : William P. Blnxham, Governor. 

Oeorge P. Ranev. Atty. General. 

William D. Barnes. Comptroller. 

Henry A. T.'Kngle. Treasurer. 



The Attorney G'-ner:'! , was nppointed Secretary pro 
tern. 

Col. John A. Henderson presented the following assign- 
ment from I lam ill <m Disston and others to the Atlantic 
& Gulf Coast Canal & Okeechobee Land Company and the 
same was ordered to be spread upon ihe minutes. 

Whereas, a contract in writing dated the twenty sixth 
day of February Eighteen hundred and eighty -one was 
duly made, and entered into by and between Hamilton 
DiBeton. William H. Wright, Albert B. Linderman and 
Whitfield H. I>rake of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Wil- 
liam C. Parsons, of Arizona and Ingham Cor veil of Flor- 
ida parties of the first part and William 1>. Bloxham 
Governor of Florida, George P. Raney, Attorney General, 
Hugh A. Corley Commissioner of Lands and Immigra- 
tion, Walter Gwynn Treasurer and William D. Barnes 
Comptroller of said State, and Ex Officio the Trustees 
of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Flor- 
ida, of the second part, for the drainage and reclamation 
of certain lands in said contract mentioned, situate in 
the said State of Florida. 

And Whereas by the provisions of a supplemental con- 
tract annexed to the above stated contract it is provided 
"that if the parties of the first part or they and such 
"persons as they may associate with them shall become 
"incorporated under the Jaws of this State (Florida) 
"then the body corporate so incorporated and constituted 
"may take the place of said parties of the first part, and 
"be entitled to all the rights and powers, and shall be 
"subject— to all the obligations, covenants and condl- 
"tions of this contract." 

And Whereas since the making of uaid contract and 
of said supplement, the parties of the first part to said 
contract and their associates have become incorporated 
under the provisions of an Act of the Legislature of the 
Prate of Florida and have organized a corporation under 
the name of "The Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and 
Okeechobee Land Company" for the purpose of executing 
Baid contract according to the provisions thereof and 
Baid parties of the first part have agreed with said cor- 
poration to convey, assign, transfer anj set over to said 
Corporation and its successors said contract and all 

3 I. I. 
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rights, privileges, immunities and franchises of said par- 
ties of the first part 1 hereunder. 

Now therefore Know all men by these presents, that 
we, Hamilton Disston, William H* Wright, Whitfield H. 
Drake, and Albert B. Lindennau of Philadelphia, Penn- 
•ylvania said Albert B. Linderman acting by his Attor- 
ney in fact sard Hamilton Disston,, for 1his purpose duly 
authorized, constituted and appointed in writing, under 
the hand and seal of said Afbert B. Linderman, William 
<X Parsons of Arizona and Jngham Coryell of Florida, 
do hereby, in consideration of the pi-emises, and of the 
sum of Six Million Dollars paid to us in six hundred 
thousand shares of the Capital Stock of the Atlantic and 
Oulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company at the 
par value thereof, full paid and now assessable, grant, 
bargain, sell, assign, transfer, convey and set over to said 
The Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land 
Company and its successors and assigns, said -contract 
above recited, and all benefits and advantage to be by us, 
or either or any of us derived from the execution and 
performance thereof, together with al! rights, powers, 
privileges, franchises, Iwnefits or advantages vested in 
us, or eiUier or any of us. in. hy. through or under said 
contract, subject however to all the duties, obligations, 
restrictions covenants and conditions in said contract 
contained and hy ns or either of us to \ye observed, kept 
or performed. To Have and To Hold the same and every 
part therpof. subject as aforesaid, to said Corporation its 
successors and assigns. 

And we said Hamilton Disston, William H. Wright, 
Whitfield H, Drake, and Albert B. Linderman said Albert 
B. Linderman by his said Attorney said Hamilton l>i<=«- 
ton and William C. Parsons and Ingham Cornell do 
hereby constitute and appoint said The Atlantic and Onlf 
Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company, the true and 
lawful Attorney, irrevocable of us. and each and every 
of us, for us and in our and each of our names and stead, 
or in its own proper corporate name, to do all and every 
act and thing necessary to be done or performed by us or 
either of us, in or about the execution of said contract; 
and to sue for, collect, receive and receipt for any and all 
moneys, which under the terms of said contract, we or 
either of us would be entitled to demand or receive from 
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the parties of the s#c«nd part thereto, and also to acquire 
and take title to and possession of any and all lands 
which under the terms of said contract we or either <>f us 
won 13 be entitled to acquire, demand, receive or take 
title to, or possession of from said parties of the second 
part to said contract; and make, execute.- and deliver any 
and all deeds, assurances and conveyances for said 
lands, when so acquired, as fully to all intents and pur- 
poses, as we or either of us could do, if p*won*lly pn»- 
ent, and assenting thereto; and from time to time and as 
often as it may be necessary to appoint or substitute any 
or other person or persons, natural or artificial, as at tor- 
ney or attorneys for us, in respect to the several matterB 
aforesaid, or either or any of us; hereby ratifying and 
confirming any and all things that onr said attorney or 
any attorney or attorneys, substituted as aforesaid, may 
lawfully do in respect to the matters aforesaid. 

And said The Atlantic and Gulf Coast ('anal and Okee- 
chobee Land Company, for itself and its successors here- 
by covenants and agrees with the said Hamilton IHsston. 
William H. Wright, Whitfield H. Drake, Albert B. Liu- 
derman, William C. Parsons, and Ingham Coryell, their 
and each of their heirs, executors, administrators nnd 
assigns, as follows, to wit: First — That said capital 
stock of said corporation, issued and delivered as afore 1 
said, in consideration of this contract and agreement, 
shall be so issued and delivered at the full par value 
thereof of ten dollars for each and evvry share and shall 
be deemed, taken and considered as full-paid stock, uou 
assessable and not liable at any time hereafter to any 
assessment for any purpose or in any event whatever. 

Second — That said corporation will fully execute and 
perform said contract herein above recited and hereby 
transferred and assigned in each and every particular as 
fully and entirely as if said contract had been made in 
the first instance with said corporation: subject to all the 
duties, obligations, restrictions, covenants and conditions 
in said contract contained and by the parties of the first 
part thereto or any of them to be observed, kept or per- 
formed. 

Third— The said corporation will at all times hereafter, 
indemnify, save, and keep harmless, from any and all ac- 
tions, suits, claims, demands, or damages, said several 
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parties of th«» first part to said contra** and each and 
every i if tln'm. ilii'ir and each of tlieir heirs, executors, 
administrators t»r assigns in resjiect to any matter, cause 
or thing arising or resulting from, or relating to the per- 
formance or attempt to perform said contract OT the 
omission, failure. <»r refusal to |>erform the same or any 
part thereof. 

In witness whereof, we the said Hamilton J>isston, 
William II. Wright. Whitfield H. I hake, Albert B. Lin- 
dennan. the said Allien it, Linderman by his attorney in 
fact said Hamilton Disston, William C. Parsons, and 
Ingham Coryell, have hereunto set oar hands and seals 
and the said The Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal snd 
Okeechobee Land Company hath caused its common seal 
to be hereunto affixed, attested by the signatures of its 
President and Secretary this Twentieth day of July 
eighteen hundred and Eighty-one. 

HAMILTON DISSTON (Seal) 
WM. H. WEIGHT (Seal) 
W. H. DRAKE (SEAL) 
ALBERT R. LINDERMAN (Seal) 
pr H. DISSTON Atty in fact. 
W. C. PARSONS (Seal) 
INGHAM CORYELL (Seal) 
(Seal). W. S. STOKLEY, President. 
Signed sealed and delivered 
in the presence of 
Jas. M. Kreamer as to 
W. H. Wright, W. H. Drake, 
W. C, Parsons. 
Wm. Ctflbertson as to 
H. Disston as to I. Coryell 
W. H. Babcock 

Benjamin Harris Brewster to signing of W. S, Stokley, 
Presd. 

Thereupon the following resolution was adopted: 
Whereas this Board entered into a contracct dated 
February twenty-sixth eighteen hundred and eighty-one, 
with Hamilton Disston, William H. Wright. Whitfield 
H. Drake, and Albert B. Linderman of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, William C. Parsons of Arizona and Ing- 
ham Coryell of Florida for the reinitiation and drainage 
of certain lands lying south of township twenty four And 
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east of Peace Creek, and by a supplement to said agree- 
ment provided "that if the parties of the first part or they 
"and euuh persons as they may associate with them, shall 
"become incorporated under the laws of this State 
"(Florida) then the body corjiorate, so incorporated and 
"constituted, may take the place of said parties of the 
"first part, and be entitled to all the rights and powers 
"and shall be subject to all the obligations, covenants 
"and conditions of this contract." 

And whas, since the making of said rontract. and of 
■aid supplement thereto, the parties of the first part to 
Baid contract and their associates have become incorpo- 
rated under the provisions of An Act of the Legislature 
of the State of Florida and have organized a corpora- 
tion under the name of "The Atlantic and Gulf Coast Ca- 
rnal and Okeechobee Land Company" for the purpose of 
executing said contract according to the provisions 
thereof, 

And Whereas said Hamilton Oisston. William II. 
Wright, Whitfield H. Drake, Albert B. T.indemian. Wil- 
liam C. Parsons, and Tnghnni t'oryell have by a certain 
writing dated the Twentieth day of July eighteen hun- 
dred and eighty-one. sold, assigned, transferred and set 
over to said The Atlantic and Cnlf Toast Canal and 
Okeechobee Land Company, said con tract, and all their 
rights, privileges and franchises under said contract, and 
said corporation has accepted the same, and has agreed 
to execute and perform said con tract subject to the condi- 
tions, covenants, limitations and restrictions therein con- 
tained. 

And Whereas this Board has been requested to accept 
the said The Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and O hcccfc n 
bee Land Company as parties of the first part to said 
contract and release said Hamilton I>isston. William H. 
Wright. Whitfield H. T>rake. Albert B. Lindennan. Wil- 
liam C. Parsons and Ingham Coryell from any further 
performances thereof, or liability thereunder: 

And Whereas This Board is willing so to do, therefor 4 * 

Resolved that this Board hereby agrees to accept and 
does accept the said The Atlantic and On If Coast Canal 
and Okeechobee I-and Company as narties of the first 
part under said contract subject to all the restrictions, 
limitations, covenants and conditions therein contained. 
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Resolved tliut said Hamilton Disston. William H. 
Wright, Whii field H. Drake, Allien B. Linderiiiau. Wil 
liiiin C. Parsons and Ingham * oivt'l) be, and they -n-e 
hereby released and discharged from any farther perform-. 
nut' of said contract and from unj- and all liability there- 
under. 

Resolved that this Beard execute and deliver to said 
corpo r a tion and to said Hamilton Disston, William 11. 
Wright, Whitfield n. Drake. Allien It. I.inderman. Wil- 
liam C. Parsons, and Inghnm Coryell such covenants and 
agreements as may he necessary to evidence the notion 
of the Board in the premises and to carry the same into 

effect. 

Provided however, thnt nothing herein nor in any eavc- 
n*nt or agreement to he executed hei (under shall he con- 
strued or taken to require the surrender by the Trustees 
of the Internal Improvement Fund or the Treasurer of 
the State of Florida to said Disston and others or to said 
Atlantic k Gulf Coast ("anal and Okeechobee Land Com- 
pany of the Five thousand dollars deposited with said 
Treasurer except n|»on the same conditions that (he same 
could lie claimed by said Disston and others had not the 
a bow assignment been made to said Atlantic and Gulf 
Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company. 

The following agreement was theretijion executed by 
the Trustees of the I. L Fund: 

Whereas a contract was made l>etweon Hamilton Diss- 
ton. William IL Wright. Whitfield II. Drake, and Albert 

B, Linderumn of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. William 

C. Parsons of Arizona and Ingham Coryell of Florida of 
the first part and William D. Bloxham. Coventor of the 
(State of Florida. George P. Raney. Attorney Genera i. 
Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands and Immigra- 
tion, Walter Gwynn. Treasurer and William D. Karnes, 
Comptroller of said State of Florida ex officio the Trus- 
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of 
Florida of the second part, dated February Twenty nixth 
eighteen hundred and eighty-fine for the reclamation and 
drainage of certain lands in the State of Florida in said 
contract sjiecifled. 

And Whereas by the terms of a certain supplement to 
said contract it was provided "Taat if the pa Hie* of the 
" first part, or they and such persons as they may asao- 
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"fiute with them shall l>ec<une incorporated untie r the 
'-laws of this Slate ( Florida 1. then the body, corporate so 
"incorporated ami constituted may take the place of «atd 
"parties of the first part, and he entitled to .ill the lights 
'■and powers, and shall he subject to all the ub!ig.u >tts, 
"covenants and conditions of this contract." 

And Whereas since the making of said contract and of 
paid supplements thereto, the parties of the first part to 
said contract and their associates have become incori o- 
rated under the provisions of an act of the legislature of 
the State of Florida and have organized a Corporation 
under the name of "The Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal 
"att3 Okeechobee Land Company" for the purpose of exe- 
cuting said contract according to the provisions thereof. 

And Whereas said Hamilton Disston, William H. 
Wright. Whitfield H. Drake, Albert B. Lindermau. Wil- 
liam C. Parsons and Ingham Coryell have by a certain 
writing dated the Twentieth day of July eighteen hun- 
dred & eighty-one, sold, assigned, transferred, and set 
over to said, The Atlantic and Gtrlf Toast Canal and 
Okeechobee Land Company said contract and all their 
lights, privileges and franchises under said contract with 
said Internal Improvement Fund Board, and said corpo- 
ration has accepted the same, and has agreed to execute 
and perform said contract subject to the conditions, cove- 
nants, limitations and restrictions therein contained. 

And Whereas said Trustees of, the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund Board of the State of Florida has n copied 
said The Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee 
Land Company as party of the first part la said contract 
above recited in the place and stead of said several par- 
ties of the first part therein mentioned. 

And Whereas said Boarl has also agreed to release 
said several parties of the first part from any further per- 
formance of said contract and from all liability thereun- 
der as appears by a resolution of said Board passed ihe 
Fifteenth day of July eighteen hundred and eighty-one. 

Now therefore Know all men by these presents, that we 
William !>' Bloxbam. Governor of the State of Florida, 
George P. Raney, Attorney General, Hugh A. Cot-lev, 
Commissioner of Lauds and Immigration, 
Treasurer and William B. Barnes. Comptroller r-f sajd 
State, Ex officio the Trustees of the Internal Improve- 



menr Fund of the State of Florid:!, as well in considera- 
tion of the premises as of the sum uf one Dolhir to lis paid 
bv Hamilton Disstou, William H. Wright Whiilkld BL 
Drake. Albert B. Linderman. William C. Parsons, and 
Ingham Coryell aforesaid, the receipt whereof is hereby 
acknowledged , do hereby release, acquit and forever dis- 
charge the said Hamilton Disston. William II. Wright, 
Whitfield H. Drake. Albert B. Linderman. William 0. 
Parsons, and Ingham Coryell and each and >veiy (J f bem 
of and from any further iierfoimume of i*aid contract 
above recited and of and from any and every liability to 
perform the same or any part thereof. 

In witness whereof the Raid William D. Blo.vham, Gov- 
ernor of the State of Florida. George P. Ranev. Attorney 
General, flngh A, Corley. Commissioner of Lands uad 
Imnugratinn. Treasurer, and William 1>. 

Barnes, Comptroller of said State Ex-officto the Trustees 
of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Flor- 
id a. have heron to set their hands and seals this First day 
of September eighteen hundred and eight v-one. 

WILLIAM I), BLOXHAM tSeaU 
j Governor. 

GEORGE P. RANEY (Seal) 

Attv General. 

W. D. BARNES I Seal I 

Comptroller. 

HENRY A. L'EMJLE (Seal) 

Treasurer. 
Sealed ami ilelivercd iu 
the (presence of 
W. If. Mcintosh. 
Ormond Chaires. 

The following agreement was thereupon pxe«uted by 
the Trustees of the I. I. Fund, 

Whereas a contract was made between Hamilton Piss- 
ton, William H. Wright, Whitfield H. Drake and Albert 
B. Linderman of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, William C. 
Parsons of Arizona and Ingham Coryell of Florida of 
the first part and William D. Bloxbam, Governor of 
Florida, (ienrge P. Ranev, Attorney General, Hugh A. 
Corley. Commissioner of Lands* and Immigration, Walter 
Gwynn, Treasurer and William l>. Barnes. Comptroller 
of said State. Ex Officio the Trustees of the Internal 



Improvement Fund of the State of Florida of the second 
part dated February twenty-sixth eighteen hundred and 
eighty -one for the reclamation and drainage of certain 
lands in the State of Florida in said contract specified. 

And Whereas by the terms of a certain supplement to 
said Contract it was provided "that if the parties of the 
"iiri>t pai i tic they and such persons as they may usso- 
"ciate with the m, shall become incorporated under the 
"laws of this State \ Florida.! then the body corporate 
"so incorporated and constituted may take the placa of 
"said -parties of the first part, and be entitled to all the 
'■i-i giits and powers and shall be subject to alt the obli- 
gations, covenants and conditions of this contract." 

And Whereas since the making of said contract and 
of said supplements thereto, the parties of the first part 
to said Contract and [heir associates have become in- 
corporated under the provisions of an Act of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Florida and have organized a cor- 
poration under the name of "The Atlantic and Gulf 
Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company - ' for the 
purpose of executing said contract according to the pro- 
visions thereof. 

And Whereas said Hamilton ' Disstan — William H. 
Wright, Whitfield H. Drake, Albert B. Linderman, Wil- 
liam C, Parsons, and Ingham Coryell have by a certain 
writing dated the Twentieth day of July eighteen hun- 
dred & eigbty-one, sold, assigned transferred and set over 
to said The Atlnntic and Gulf Coast Canal and Okeecho- 
bee Land Company said Contract and all their rights, 
privileges and franchises under said contract with said 
Internal Improvement Fund Board, and said corporation 
has accepted the same, and has agreed to execute and 
perform said contract subject to the conditions, cove- 
nants, limitations and restrictions therein contained. 

And Whereas said Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund Board of the State of Florida are willing to 
accept said The Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and 
Okeechobee Land Company as the contracting party of 
the first part in said contract above recited in the place 
and stead of said several parties of the first part therein 
mentioned, and to that end, by resolution of said Board 
passed on the fifteenth day of July eighteen hundred and 
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eighty-one did order and direct the execution of an agree- 
ment by said Board to that effect. 

Now therefore Know all men by these presents, that 
we William I), Bloxham. Governor of the State of Flor- 
ida. George P. Kaney. Attorney General, Hugh A. Gor- 
ier, Commissioner of Lands and Immigration, Walter 
Gwynn, Treasurer and William D. Barnes, Comptroller 
of said State, Fx offlrio the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of the State of Florida, as well in con- 
sideration of the premises, as of the sum of one dollar to 
us iu hand paid l»y the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal 
and Okeechobee Land Company, the receipt whereof ia 
hereby acknowledged, and in pursuance of said resolu- 
tion of said hoard above recited, do hereby for ourselves, 
our and each of oilr successors in said trust, covenant 
and agree with said The Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal 
and Okeechobee Ijjind Company to accept said The At- 
lantic and Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Com- 
|i;my as party of the first part to said contract above re- 
cited, the same to lie observed performed and kept by 
said Corporation in the same way and manner, and sub- 
ject to the same conditions, covenants, restrictions and 
limitations as are therein contained and prescribed for 
said Hamilton JHssion. William H. Wright, Whitfield H. 
Drake. Albert B. Lindeimau, William C. Parsons and 
Ingham Coryell to ol servo |w>rfurni and keep. 

And further that said The Atlantic and Golf Coast 
Canal and Okeechobee Laud Company shall be entitled 
to lite same lights, lieneflts. advantages, privileges and 
franchises upon performance of said contract by said 
Company as the parties of the first part therein were, 
are. could or should lie entitled to. had said contract 
been executed and ]ierf<>rmed by said parties of the first 
part thereto. 

And said The Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and 
Okeechobee Land Company for ilself and its snecessors 
in consideration of the premises hereby covenants and 
agrees with said The Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund of the State of Florida and their successors 
that it will accept said contract above recited and ob- 
serve, perform, and keep, all and every of the stipula- 
tions, covenants and agreements therein contained and 
by said parties of the first part therein mentioned to be 
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observed, informed and kept subject to all the restric- 
tions, limitations and conditions in said contract set 
forth. 

In WitnosH whereof suid Tiustees of the Internal I in- 
provement Fund of the State of Florida have hereunto 
net their hands and seals and said The Atlantic and 
Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company has 
caused its common seal to be set hereto attested In its 
President, the Third day of August eighteen hundred and 
eighty -one. 



I Seal) W. S. STOKLKY, 

President. 
W. 1>. BLOXUAM tSeal) 

, Governor. 

W. I>. BARNES i Seal) 

Comptroller. 
II. A. I.T.NGLK (Seal) 
Treasurer. 
GKG. P.RAXKY (Seal) 
Atty. 4 ten I. 
Trustees I. I. Fund 
Florida. 



Sealed and delivered iu the 
presence of Benjamin Harris 
Brewster to signature of W. 
S. Stokley, Prest. Attest 
Win, Culbertson, Secy. Sign- 
ed, sealed and delivered in 
our presence by the Tf—teo 
of Internal Improvement 
Fund this Sep. 1. 1881. 
W. M. Mcintosh! 
Oroiond Chaires. 

The following agreement was presented to the Board 
by Mr. James E. Ingraharn named therein to wit: To the 
Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, 
Tallahassee 
Gentlemen: 

Iu order to facilitate the settlement of the question in 
point Iwtween the South Florida Rail Road and the 
Tampa Key West and Jacksonville R R Company. w« of- 
fer to compromise the matter as follows, 

The land in conflict to be equally divided between the 
two companies iu interest, where the reservations of the 
respective Companies come in contact l*etween Bartow 
and Tampa all of the lands in question to lie immediately 
wit indrawn from market. Very respectfully, 

For the South Florida R. R. 
JAMES E. INGRAHAM. President. 
I. B. WALL. Atty. for Said Co. 
Tallahassee. Fla. Sep. 1, 1881 
For the J. T. & K. W Rv Co 
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And the said Jacksonville Tampa and Key West Rail 
Road Company having filed a plat of the survey of its 
route from Jacksonville in Duval Co to the town or City 
of Tampa in Hillsborough County in this State, It was 
resolved hy the Board as follows : That the even number- 
ed sections of Swamp and overflowed lands within six 
miles on each side of the said South Florida Railroad from 
Bartow to Tampu ai-i-ording to the plat of the survey of its 
route heretofore filed t>e reserved from sale for the bene- 
fit of mi id South Florida Rail Road Company and that 
the even nnmliered sections within six miles on each side 
of the route of said Jacksonville. Tnmpn and Key West 
R. R. according to the pint of the survey of its route be 
reserved from sale for the benefit of said J. T. k K. W. 
R. R. Co — Provided however that when the reservations 
witbin such limits between Bartow and Tampa conflict, 
that the lands covered by both reservations shall be 
equally divided between said companies in case said 
companies shall both construct their roads on their re- 
spective routes as surveyed, And resolved further that 
the reservations made at previous meeting of this Board 
in favor of said So. Fla. R. R. Co. shall include the even- 
numbered sections within the six mile limit on both sides 
of its branch to Lake Ajiopka. 

The following resolution was also passed that the 
even numbered sert : *»ns of Swamp land within six miles 
on either side of the plat of survey of the Jacksonville, 
Tampa & Key West R. R. Co. West and South of the town 
of Tampa be temporarily withdrawn from sale. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. T>. BLOXHAM. 

President. 

Attest : 

GEO. P. RAX FY. 

Secfy. pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida. Sep. 3, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
I'resent : W. 1 >, Bloxharn, (Jovernor. 

W, 1>, Barnes, romp t roller. 

IT. A. L'EnpIe, Treasurer. 

Geo. P. Raney. Atty. Geul. 
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The Atty. General was appointed see. pro tem. 
The f ol lowing resolution was adopted: 
Resolved that the lands heretofore reserved by this 
Board from sale in favor ©1 the Lake Jcpup Osceola and 
Kissitninee River Kail Road and Navigation (Vmipany be 
and the »;iioe are hereby restored t«> *ale and that the 
President of paid company lie notified hereof. 

The foi lowing letter fioni .limits It. c. Drew to the Atty 
General was directed to *l»e spread upon the minutea, 

Law Office 
No. 39 Wall Street 

New York August 31 Hh 1881. 

Dear Sir: I have yours of the 23d hjst: on my return 
to the city to-day. 

I have paid the sum of Ten Thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-eight dollars on One hundred and seventy- 
four bonds on ac of principal of the bonds presented un- 
der the Decree in "Doggett Receiver vs. The Atlantic 
Gulf & West India Transit Company" it being $62.00 per 
Bond on ac of the Sinking Fund found by the Court to be 
due at the date of the Decree. 

I have paid nothing upon the coupons, I have paid all 
the costs of the suit, (about $1,000.00), and shall file my 
report so soon as all the Bonds are presented, I will ad- 
vise yon when 1 do bo. 

On payment of the same I endorsed on each Bond the 
words, "Paid Bixty-two ($62.00) dollars on within bond 
"under decree in suit of Doggett, Receiver vs. A. Q. and 
"W. I. T. Co., U. S. Cir. North, DisL of Fla. on sinking 
"Fund ac. J. B. C. Drew, Special Master." 

Trusting that this will find you enjoying good health 
and cooler breezes than we now have, I remain 
L ' Tours Truly, 

1 J. B. C. DREW, 

Hon. Geo. P. Raney, Atty. Genl. Tallahassee, Fla. 

Tim Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXEIAM, 

President 
GEO. P. RANEY, Secy. 
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Tallahassee. Florida, Sep. 0, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William I>. Bloxbam, Governor. 
Win. I>. Barnes. Comptroller. 
H. A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney, Atty. General. 
The Attorney General was appointed Secretary pro 
tern. 

The bill of Aristides Doggett Master and Receiver i« 
the Vow taw for $.100 for certified statement of coupons 
and amounts paid thereon to enable Treasurer to make 
payments was approved and ordered paid. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W, I>. BLOXHAM. 

President. 
Attest : 

GEO. P. RANEY, 

Secy, pro tern. 



Tallahassee. Florida. September 21, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Prewnt : William I). Bloxham, Governor. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raaey, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands ft 
Immigration. 
The following communication was received on behalf 
of the Jack son ville, Tampa and Key West Railway Com- 
pany : 

To the Board of Trustees of the I. I. Fund of Florida. 
Gentlemen: 

On behalf of the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West 
Ry. Company, I hereby make application for a resolution 
withdrawing from sate sufficient lands within twenty 
miles on either side of the surveyed route of said road, 
to make up such deficit as may exist of the even-u umbered 
Sections within the six mile limit. I ask that these lands 
be temporarily withdrawn from sale, subject to the lien 
which exists against them through the ojteration of the 
indebtedness of the fund, and with a proviso, should the 
Board deem it necessary or expedient, that should said 
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lien be not removed before tbe Co. shall apply to the 
Board for deeds to such deficit, then the Co, shall pur- 
chase the lands upon such terms as may be agreed upon 
between the Co. and the Board, 

Very resp. 
J. B. WALL. Atty. for the Co. 

The proposition embraced in Mr. Wall's letter was re- 
jected by the following vote: 

Yea — Gov. Bloxham. 

Nays — Messrs. L*Engle, Raney & CorJey. 

Mr. Corley offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a quantity of land in the even-numbered 
sections within twenty miles of the Jacksonville, Tampa 
and Key West Railroad sufficient to supply the deficien- 
cies existing in the even-numbered sections wilhiu six 
miles of said road granted to aid iu the construction 
thereof, shall be reserved ttpm sale to further aid in the 
construction of said road: Provided, that said quantity 
of land shall remain unappropriated in the even-number- 
ed sections within the limits aforesaid: mid provided, 
further, that said reservation shall not take effect until 
ten miles of said road shall have been completed,' equipp- 
ed and in running order. 

Upon the adoption of said resolution the vote was : 

Yeas — Gov. Bloxham, Messrs. L'Engle & Corley. 3, 

Nay— Mr. Raney. 1. 

Ho the resolution was adopted. 

The following accounts were presented and approved : 

Postage for Salesman's Office July & AugHBt, $54.63. 

Hugh A. Corley, Expenses to Jacksonville obtaining 
statement of liabilities of the I. I. Fund. $15.00. 

John DuVal, Telegraphing, $ 1.06. 

B. M. Burroughs, Timber Agent, Expenses for Julv, 
|58.25. 

C. A. Bryan. Jr., Binding. $5.50. 

The following change of entry was allowed, the appli- 
cation and other papers being in the form prescribed by 
the Rules: 

Entry No. 8430. made February 7. 1878. br Abram 
Crosby* from the SEJ of SE4, of Section 10 and SW} of 
6W4. of Section 11, Township 7, South. Range 20, East, 
to the SWi of SE± and SEJ of SWJ of Section 11 in said 
township. 



Entry No. 10229, made July 16, 1881, by Frank Law- 
son, on tfae Ni of SW| Section 25. T 25 S, R 29 E, being 
erroneous for the reason that the NEJ of SWi of said 
Section had been previously entered, it was ordered that 
said Entry No. 10,229 be canceled, and that the purchase 
money amounting to $70. 31V be refunded and that the 
said Lawson be permitted to re-enter the NW} of SVVi of 
said Section. 

A copy of the following document was presented and 
ordered spread uj>on the minute** of the Board: 

Agreement marie this twenty-ninth day of July, 1881, 
between the South Florida Rail Road Company, a cor-, 
poration of the State of Florida, by James E. Ingraham, 
its President, of the first part, and Hamilton Disston, of 
the city of Philadelphia, Manufacturer, of the second 
part, as follows, to wit : 

First. The party of the second part agrees to relin- 
quish out of his four million acres purchase to the Trus- 
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of 
Florida, the even-numbered alternate Sections of land 
lying along the line of the railroad of the party of the 
first part, and in their six miles on both sides thereof, 
for the whole distance of said railroad from ^anford, 
in Orange county to Bartow, in Polk county, and thence 
to Tampa, in Hillsborough county, according to the sur- 
vey of said railroad now on file in the office of said 
Trustees. 

Second. The party of the first part shall construct 
complete and operate the Baid railroad from Sanford 
aforesaid to Tampa aforesaid, via Bartow, within three 
years from the date of this agreement. 

Third. All town and village sites which shall be located 
on Ibe line of the said railroad ^by either of the parties 
hereto shall be divided by the parties in the following 
manner, to wit : The said town and village sites shall con- 
tain one hundred and sixty jures of land, including 
streets and avenues, divided into blocks or squares of 
convenient sixe, and the party of the first part •hall 
first select five acres of each of said town and village 
sites, to he nspd only for the erection of a depot and 
other railroad purposes, and the remaining blocks or 
squares of each site shall hi? selected alternately by the 
parties hereto — the party of the second part having the 
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privilege of the first selection — and, in case there should 
be an odd number of blocks in any site, such, odd block 
shall be divided into an even number of lots, and said 
lots shall be equally divided between the parties hereto 
by alternate selections as aforesaid— the party of the 
second part having the first choice. Titles to said blocks 
or squareB and lots shall be made by deedB executed by 
the proper party to carry out ihe terms of this clause of 
the agreement. In case of sites located after the comple- 
tion of the railroad to any such Bite, Buch division as 
aforesaid shall be made immediately upon tbe location 
of any site by either of the parties hereto; hut in cases 
of sites located in advance of the completion of the rail- 
road to any such site, then and in such cases such divis- 
ion shall not be made until the completion of the railroad 
to such site; in which last mentioned cases the division 
as aforesaid shall extend as well to the proceeds of lota 
or land sold on any sucb site previous to the completion 
of the railroad thereto as of the land in .such sites remain- 
ing unsold. All payments which shall he made and all 
expenses which shall be incurred in laying out said towns 
and villages and dividing the same into blocks and 
squares, aud in purchasing town and village sites, shall 
be borne equally by the parties. This clause of the agree- 
ment Bhall extend both to the lands now owned by the 
parties, or either of them, and to those which shall be 
hereafter acquired by them, or either of them. 

Fourth. The said Hamilton Disston agrees to grant to 
the party of the first part the right of way for said rail- 
road of a width of one hundred feet through all lands 
which shall he owned by him at the time the said rail- 
road shall be completed through the same. 

Fifth. In the event of the formation of a corporation 
and the transfer of the title of the said nam il ton Diss- 
ton under his agreement with the Tmstees aforesaid, 
for the purchase of four million acres of land in the 
State of Florida to such corporation, then and in that 
case the party of the first part shall, at the option of the 
faid Hamilton Disston. accept the said corporation aa a 
party to this, or a similar agreement in all respects, ia 
lieu of the said Disston, and shall release him from the 
terms hereof and all obligations hereunder. 

4 I. I. 
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tSiarth^ In Hie event of the failure of tlie party uf tie 
first part to construct, complete aud operate any portion 
of the sit id railroad within three years from the date of 
this agreement and such further time during which the 
construction of the said railroad may be prevented or 
delayed by adverse litigation instituted either by the said 
Diss ton or by some third party acting adversely to the 
party of the first part, and not with the consent, encour- 
agement or eonni ranee of the latter, then and in that 
case the party of the first part shall forfeit and transfer 
by proper deeds and assurance to the party of the second 
part all their franchises, powers, righf*. privilege** and 
emoluments uf whatsoever kind, inoludiqg the right to 
alternate sections of lands along the line of the railroad, 
over, in and pertaining to such portion of the line of said 
railroad as may not be constructed at the expiration of 
said three years and such further time above mentioned. 

Seventh. This agreement shall extend to and be bind- 
ing upon the successors, heirs, executors, administrators 
and assigns of the parties hereto and shall be ratified by 
the Directors and Stockholders of the party of the first 
part. 

Witness the hands of the parties hereto, tfie party of 
the first part acting through its President, James E. In- 
gralnnr). 

Witness to the "j 

signature of | JAMES E. I NOR AH AM, (L S) 

James E. Ingrahani. )• Prest. for the South Florida 

Jam**.*; M. Kreamer, B. R. Co. 

Wm. Culberton. J 

Witness to *| 

signature of 

Hamilton Disston: < HAMILTON DISSTON. (L S) 

A. F. Seignst, 

I. S. Boas. < J 

The Governor laid before the Board the copy of an 
agreement between Hamilton Disston and the Jackson- 
ville, Tain pa and Key West Railway Company, a letter 
from Mr. Disston asking the adoption by the Board of a 
resolution as to the matters referred to in said contract, 
and a memorandum of the points which Mr. Disston de- 
sires should be covered by the resolution. 
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The consideration of the lettfr rnd memorandum of ■ 
Mr. Disstou was postponed until another meeting, and 
tlit* agreement was ordered spread upon ihe minutes, and 
is In the words and figures following, to wit : 

This Agreement made and entered into this thirtieth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred aod eighty-oue. between Hamilton DisstoM, 
of ttie eity of Philadelphia, State of Pennsylvania, party 
of the first, and the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West 
Railway Company, a corporation of the State of Florida, 
party of the second part: 

Whereas, the party of the second part proposes to 
huild a railroad in the State of Florida, as pro faded in 
the charter of said road aud the Acts amendatory of the 
same: Aud Whereas, a portion of such proposed line hi 
intended to run through land purchased by the party of 
the first part : And Whereas, the party of the second part 
has completed the survey of a portion of its proposed 
line of railroad : 

XOW this Agreement Witnesseth, that in considera- 
tion of the performance of the covenants and conditions 
hereinafter set forth, and the sum of oue dollar each to the 
other paid, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, 
the party of the first part agrees to release to the Trus- 
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of 
Florida, all even-numbered alternate sections of land 
located and owned by him within six miles on each Bide 
of its line of survey at the time the said survey shall be 
filed with the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund of Florida and a copy thereof furnished to the 
party of the first part, on condition that the said Tjrtia- 
tees aforesaid will permit the said party of the first part 
to select as many even or odd numbered sections of land 
amounting in the aggregate to that released to said Trus- 
tees in pursuance of this agreement from any lands grant- 
ed to the State of Florida under the act of Congress 
granting Bwamp and Overflowed lands. And the party 
of the first part further agrees, uflon receipt of such line 
of survey as the party of the second part shall from time 
to time complete before the first day of November, 1881, 
to duly authorize the said Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund to withdraw said lands from Bale for 



the purpose of said Company, as provided io the grant 
of lands to it by the State of Florida. 

II. The party of the first part further agrees to furnish 
to the party of the second part, if required by it, a de- 
scription and location of any hinds sold or contracted to 
be sold by htm at time of filing survey, other than ap- 
pears of record in Lund Office at Tallahassee. 

III. The party of the second part agrees to commence 
the construction of said road within six months from 
the first day of August, 1881. 

IV. The party of the Becond part agrees to complete 
ten miles of its line of railroad from the city of Tampa 
within one year f ram. the first day of August, 1881 . 

V. The party of the second part agrees to complete its 
line of railroad from Tampa to the southerly border 
Marion County within one year and sis months from the 
first day of August, 1881. 

VI. The party of the second part agrees to complete its 
line of railroad from the city of Tampa to the city of 
Jacksonville within three years from the first day of 
August, 1881. 

VII. The party of the second part agrees, in caBe of its 
failure to comply with the III, IV, V, and VI provisiuns 
of this agreement to surrender to the party of the first 
part its franchises and charter for the unbuilt portion of 
its road from Jacksonville to Tampa. 

VIII. It is mutually undesstood and agreed that the 
party of the second part will cause the entire survey of ita 
line to be completed and filed within three months friici 
the first day of August, one thousand eight hundred md 
eighty one, as far as it may extend through the lands of 
the party of the first part. 

In Witness Whereof.. the party hereto of the first part 
has hereunto set his band and affixed his seal, and the 
party hereto of the second part has caused its corporate 
seal to be hereunto affixed and these presents to be signed 
by its Vice President and Assistant Secretary, the day 



and year first herein written. (These presents being 
executed in duplicate.) 

HAMILTON IHSSTON. (L 8.) 
The Jacksonville. Tampa & Key West Railway Company, 

By James G. Janeway, Vice President, 
Attest: (Seal) 

GEO. A. STRONG. * 

Asst. Secretary. 

It was Ordered, That the agreement between the Trus- 
tees of the Internal Improvement Fond of Florida and 
Hamilton Disston of Philadelphia, for the sale and pur- 
chase of four million acres of land be spread upon the 
minutes of the Board. Said agreement is in the words 
and figures following, to wit : t 

Articles of Agreement entered into this the first day of 
June, in the year one thousand eight hundred and eighty- 
one, between William D, Bloxham, Governor of the State 
of Florida, William D. Barnes, Comptroller, Henry A. 
L'Engle. Treasurer. George P. Raney, Attorney General, 
and Hugh A. Cor ley. Commissioner of Lands and Immi- 
gration of said State of Florida, and by virtue of their 
said offices. The Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund of the State of Florida, of the first part, and Hamil- 
ton Disston. of the city of Philadelphia and State of Penn- 
sylvania, of the second part, Witnessetb : 

That the parties of the first part, as such Trustees, in 
consideration of the payments by the said party of the 
second part of the sums of money hereinafter stated, 
hereby agree for themselves and their successors to sell 
and convey by good and sufficient deeds, conveyances and 
assurances to the said party of the second part and bis 
associates, or to such person or persons as he may direct 
and appoint an absolute, indefeasible estate in fee simple 
to fonr million acres of land of the lands of said Internal 
Improvement Fund acquired by the State of Florida un- 
der the Act of Congress of September 20. 1850, to be se- 
lected as hereinafter provided by the party of the second 
part, or by such person or persons as he may appoint, the 
title conveyed to l»e free and clear of ail changes, liens, 
trusts, confidences or encumbrances whatsoever. 

The party of the second part, in consideration of such 
conveyances, hereby agrees with the party «»J{ the first 
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part in pay therefor the sum <if one milium dollars, as fol- 
lows, to wit : 

Two hundred llionsamd dollars to U* pnul upon llie 
execution of this agreement. 

Tli r«* hundred thousand dollars, the second payment, 
to be paid within ninety days from the abov-j date of this 
agreement. 

Two hundred njul fifty thousand dollars, being the third 
payment, to be paid within one hundred and iiftv days 
after the aliove date of ibis agreement. 

And two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, being the 
fourth and last payment, to lie paid on or before the first 
day of January (A. P. 1883) one thousand eight luindred 
and eighty" two. 

Upon the payment of the two hundred thousand dol- 
lars, being the first payment, the four million acres of 
land agreed to lie sold can be selected by the party of the 
second part, or by nay party or parties he may designate, 
and shall lie withdrawn from market as fast as selected, 
and the parties of the first part notified thereof: Provided, 
hmmrr. and it is agreed that the parties of the first part 
may sell, with the consent of the party of the second part, 
any of said lands at the sebedule prices now fixed for 
such lands, ami the money received therefor shall he credi- 
ted to the party of the second part on account of the mon- 
eys to he paid by him under this agreement. 

The party of the second part shall select the lands in 
bodies of t*»n thousand acres, but after the selection of 
three million five hundred thousand acres, the remaining 
five hundred thousand acres may lie selected in smaller 
1 iodic-, if agreed uuoti l>elwern the parties. 

If the party of the second part shall make full payment 
of the one million dollars, lmt he or his agents fail to se- 
lect the entire quantity of four million arres on or before 
the first day of January, eighteen hundred and eighty-two, 
the parlies of the first part will make and deliver to the 
party of the second part, at his request, certificates or 
"finals" authorizing the party of ihe second part or bis 
agents to locate the quantity not then selected upon the 
lands acquired by the &tni? of Florida under the Act of 
Congress aforesaid be|nng ; i«,2 to the Internal Tinorovcnient 
Fund and subject to entry at the lime of such location, in 
bodies of ten thousand acres, or in such other quantities 



as may lie' agreed upon l>etween the patties to this agree- 
ment with respect to the Ave hundred thousand acres to 
he last selected: and upon the location of such certificates, 
the parties of the first part will convey to the party of the 
second part, or to such person or persons as he may direct, 
the lands so selected and located, in the same manner as is 
agreed upon with respect to the lands selected prior to the 
first clay of January. Eighteen hundred and eighty two. 

The title to said lands shall be made hy the partifs of 
the first part, or their succcessors, to the party of the 
second part, as follows : When the first payment is made, 
title shall be made for two hundred and fifty thousand 
acres. When the second payment is made, title shall l>e 
made for three hundred and seventy thousand acres addi- 
tional. When the third payment is made, title shall be 
made to two hundred and fifty thousand acres additional. 
And when the last payment is made, title shall be made 
for the remainder of said four million acres, provided th» 
lands shall have been selected. 

If the party of the second part make default in any of 
the payments by him hereiu agreed to lie paid, as herein 
above provided, the moneys and legal obligations of the 
fund receivable hereunder, or either, paid by him previous 
to such default, shall be retained by the parties of the 
first part: and the parties of the first part shall (hereupon 
f<> hwith convey to the party of the second part an abso- 
lni estate in fee simple, clear of all incumbrances, liens, 
trn«ts or confidences in a sufficient nmulier of acres of 
lands to l>e designated by the party of the second part 
within sixty days after snrh default, at the lowest cash 
schedule prices at which the parties of the first part usual- 
ly sell said lands, to consume the amount of money and 
obligations paid in hy the party of the second part before 
snch default. 

The first payment of two hundred thousand dollars shall 
be made in lawful money of the T'nited States; and for 
any other payment any iegal'ob J 'Cation or indebtedness of 
the Internal Improvement Fund of the Rtate of Florida 
will Tie accepted as cash at the par value thereof. In se- 
lecting lands in "bodies of ten thousand acres," it is meant 
that each selection of ten thousand acres shall Ite in a com- 
pact body as nearly as practicable, and ten thousand acre 
tracts may be made up of detached smaller parcels of land 
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where the intervening lands do not belong to the Internal 
Improvemect Fund. 

The payments herein provided for shall be made to the 
Treasurer of the Internal Improvement Fond. 

In Testimony whereof, the parties of the first part have 
hereunto set their hands and seals, and have caused the 
Seal of the Florida State Land Office to be herennto af- 
fixed, and the party of the second part has hereunto set 
his hand and seal in the year of our Lord Eighteen hun- 
dred and eighty-one. (In duplicate) . 
(Real of the ) 
(Florida State) 
(Land Office. ) 

W. IX BLOXHAM. Governor. (L 8) 
W. O. BARNES, Comptroller. (L S) 
HENRY A. L'ENGLE. Treasurer. (LSI 
GEO. F. KANEY. Attorney General. i"L S.) 
HUGH A. OOBLEY, Commissioner (L B) 
of Lands and Immigration of the State of 
Florida and ex-officio Trustees of the Inter- 
nal Improvement Fnnd of the State of 
Florida. 
Signed and sealed liy W. T>. Hloiham and others. Trustees 
of the Internal Improvement Fund in onr presence: 
Ormond Chairee, 
J. if. Lamar. 
Signed and Sealed by "\ 
Hamilton Oisston the I 
14th day of June A. 
D. 1881. in onr pres- 
ence. .Vote— The inter- I 
li neat ion between 

lines twenty-four and 
twenty-five on page 
one, and like inter- 
lineation between 
lines eighteen nnd 
nineteen on page 
Three maA» before 
signing. 

8. H. Grey, 
J. Hurra v Rush Jermon. 



. HAMILTON DISSTON. (L 6) 
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Pennsylvania } 

Philadelphia county a s ) 

Be it remembered that on this fourteenth daj of June 
eighteen hundred and eighty -one, Personally appeared be- 
fore me, a Notary Public duly commissioned and sworn, 
residing at Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, 
Hamilton Disaton, who is known to me to be the person 
who signed and sealed the foregoing contract, and I hav- 
ing first made known to him the contents Thereof, l»e 
acknowledged that he signed, sealed and delivered the 
same as his voluntary act and deed — All of which is 
hereby certified. # 

J. MURRAY RUSH JERMOX. Notarv Piiblic. 

T15 SansomSt. Phila. Pa. ' 
(Notarial Seal) 

Whereas, in the Articles of Agreement for the pur- 
chase by the undersigned, Hamilton THssinn. <if Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, of and from the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, of 
four million acres of land, there is in the duplicate oi 
Baid agreement held by the Trustees aforesaid an error in 
the date of the approval of the Act of Congress under 
which the lands, out of which the lands covered by said 
agreement are to be taken and selected, in this: that said 
Act of Congress is spoken of as the Act approved Sep- 
tember 20th. 1850, whereas m fact it was approved Sep- 
tember 28th. 1850 — Xow. therefore, this is to acknowledge 
and declare that «»id date of September 20th is a clerical 
error, and should be read and is to tie taken and held and 
is understood as Repteml>er 28tb. 1850. Witness my» 
hand and seal this the fifth day of July A. D. 1881. 

Signed, Sealed & Exe- ) 

cuted in our presence. > HAMILTON IUSSTOX. (LB) 

H. B. King. } 

Sworn to aud subscribed before me this Fifth day oi 
July 1881. 

THOMAS W. SOUTH, I 

Magistrate Court 21. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the bond of Joseph 
S. Stone. Special Timber Agent for Calhoun county, 
which was approved and ordered placed on file. 
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The Governor laid before tlio Board a letter from X. B. 
Ha r wood alleging t lm t certain Internal Improvement 
Lands in Township 13, Smith. Barge 32. East, are over- 
flowed and utterly worthless, find offering to purchase 
10(H) or 2000 acres thereof at 50 rents per acre. The Sec- 
rttary was instructed to infornj Mr. Hnrwood that under 
the Act granting the T. I. lands to the State said lands 
cannot he sold for less than f 1.25 per aire. 

Ordered. That coupon certificates issued hy A. Poggatt 
Special Master may be received in payment for lands to 
the full amount of ilie purchase money, without requiring 
•the payment of twenty per cent, in currency. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXIIAM. President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Very. 



Tallahassee, Florida. Sep) ember 20, 1SS1. 
The Board fnet in the Executive Office. 
Present: William P. Bloxhani, Governor. 
"William P. Barnes. Comptroller, 
TTenry A. T.'Engle. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
Hush A. Coriev, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The minutes of August 17. and September 1st, 3d, 6th, 
and 21st were read, corrected and approved. 

The Secretary laid before the Board an application by 
•T. B. Stripling to purchase as soon as restored to market 
^11 the lands in townships 17 and 1S. South, of Ranges 25 
and 2fi. East, now reserved from sale under the contract 
with Gen. H. S. Ranford; which was ordered placed on 
file. 
The following accounts were presented and approved :■ 
G. E. Dyke, printing for Salesman's office. $52.00, 
B. M. Burroughs, Timber Agent, expenses for August, 
$70.00. 

The following communication was received from Wil- 
liam H. Hunt : 

To the Honorable the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida : 
Your petitioner requests that your Honorable Board re- 
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view the action of the former Board of Trustees in grant- 
ing und rescinding a resolution giving to W. H. Gleasou 
certain lands upon conditions named therein, and the re- 
scinding of the same after I became one-half owner and 
had removed my family and effects from Norfolk, Va., 
into thiB district and expended money and labor in carry- 
ing ont the conditions therein named. You will see that 
the same Board upon investigation granted me. indepen- 
dent of W. H. Gleason, certain rights in eons [deration of 
moneys I had paid and labor I had performed and the re- 
leasing of all my rights and interest in and to the agree- 
ment in said contract with Gleason. The resolntion by 
said Board placed it beyond the power of any future 
Board to regally rescind, change or revoke the same with- 
out my written consent. The Board of Trustees under 
the late administration, before receiving patent from U. S. 
for said land, passed a resolution to rescind said former 
resolution, without first receiving my written consent or 
remunerating me for work done, and regardless of the 
consideration expressed in the original transaction made 
with me individually. Your Honorable Board has, us I 
am informed and believe, given titles to lands subject to 
contracts and agreements with me to do a stipulated 
amount of ditching and draining in accordance with the 
requirements referred to — I had a written stipulation 
with R. B. Totter for draining into Little Biver for the 90 
acres — He has since secured title under Homestead entry 
— Also, an agreement with E, I*. Sturtevant to ditch and 
drain in payment for lands which your Hon. Board has, 
as I am informed, made title to his daughter, thereby 
making my agreement ineffectual. I cleaned the stream 
called Arch Creek from the Bay to the Arch, and ditched 
over one mile to Sturtevant's north line — He agreed to 
flitch through the land he occupied in payment for the 
lamp. When the ditch was made by Sturtevnnt to his 
S«uth line, Mr. Page agreed to ditch through his lot, 
which would tap the glades and be all I desired on that 
line— Totter was to ditch tfirongh his lot to Uttle River, 
and Price was to connect by ditching through his land, 
which connected my ditch with Potter's, being all I re- 
quired on that line. The State's inability to give title, 
and the strong opposition to the settlement of this bay, 
by men who were unscrupulous and in the interest of 
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wreckers and smugglers, mailf all attempt to settle tlie 
lands useless until titles could be secured. It mnv be well 
for me to state that, tinder any circumstances, however 
favorable, arbitrary lines must be run to Bettle this sec- 
tion. It cannot be done by observing U. S. Gov. subdivis- 
ions, Bays, streams, lakes inaccessible, and worthless 
lands prevent. All parties desire to front on the bays, 
lakes and stream's, also to avoid purchase of lands of no 
earthly value to them. Had I been able to secure titles 
under resolution referred to, there would now be on this 
Bay 100,000 bearing cocoa nut trees. The capital was 
ready and lands selected, but the croakers frightened 
capital on the title question. There was no State land 
patented to the State covered by iny agreement with said 
Trustees. The V. ^. lands were withdrawn from sale. 
The State now has her patents for the lands. My ten 
years are running. I expect favorable and just action at 
the hands of your Hon. Board, and certainly shall claim 
my rights under the resolution granting me the right to 
enter the territory covered in the resolution referred to, 
and clean, ditch any streams or lands, and expect pay 
therefor, in accordance with said resolution, and trust 
there will be no further conveyancing untii an under- 
standing is arrived at between us. 
Very Respectfully, 

W. H. HVNT. 

July 8, 1881. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved. That the Board decline to rescind the resolu- 
tion of the former Board rescinding the contract with W. 
H. Hunt for the reclamation of certain lands in Dade 
county. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. I> HT.OXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. COBLE Y, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, September 30, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William P. Bloxham, Governor. 

William P. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

George P. Rnney, Attorney General. 

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Salesman presented for the signature gf the Trus- 
tees a deed conveying to Hamilton Diss ton 251,1 09.08 
acres of land under his contract for the purchase of four 
million acres, and said deed was signed by all the Trus- 

The Board then adjourned. 
AtteBt: W. D. BLOXHAM, President 

HUGH A. CORLEY. Becretarv. 



Tallahassee, Florida, October C, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William P. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Hngh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Salesman presented for the signature of the Trus- 
tees a deed conveying to Hamilton Pisston 381.358.85 
acres of land un ?t his contract for the purchase of four 
million acres, and said deed was approved and ordered 
executed. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Rewired. That the resolution adopted September (5, 
1S70. extending the sca!r of prices of Swamp lands, is 
hereby rescinded, and hereafter none of said lands shall 
be sold for less than seventy cents per acre, except under 
contracts and agreements heretofore made. 



The account of It. M. Burroughs. Timber Agent, for 
fT9.5U for expenses during the month of September was 
presented and approved. 

H. K. DuYal, Esq. m appointed Engineer to examine 
and report upon the construction of ih<* Kast Florida Uail- 
way from the St. Mary's river to Jacksonville, ami the 
Secretary was instructed to notify Mr. ltnVal of his ap- 
pointment. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. I). BLOXHAM. President. 

Hl'UII A. COBLE Y, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. October 7. 1S81. 
The Board met in the Executive Office, 
Present: William 1>. Bloxham, Governor. 

Willjam I>. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lamia ft 

Immigration. 

"The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Bill for postage for the Salesman's Office for Sep- 
tember amounting to $2*_' was presented and approved. 

The Salesman was nuthm-ized to sell to Simpson & Co, 
*e BOH of SEJ Section 29, T 6 X, R 25 W, at 75 cents 
per acre, the en id tract having been omitted in an entry 
made by them in August of lands at that price. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, October 1ft, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: Willinm 1>. Bloxham, Governor. 
William I>. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A, L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Cm-ley. Commissioner of Lands 
Immigration. 



The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The following Resolution was unanimously adopted; 

Whereas, hy a letter to Governor Bloxham, Hamilton 
Disston has agreed that all settlers upon ihe hinds unr- 
chased hy him from the Trustee of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund, shall have the right, until January, 1H83. to 
purchase their lands at the price now demanded in cash 
by the State; And Whereas, we believe that it would lie 
more convenient, and for the interest of all parties con- 
cerned, that the deeds for such lands should pass direct 
from the Trustees to the settlers; Therefore, 

Resolved, That if &e said Hamilton Disston will con- 
sent thereto, and will withdraw the selection of all lands 
occupied by actual settlers, and will re-convey to the 
Trustees all of such lands as hare been or may be em- 
braced in the deeds te him, this Board will convey to said 
Disston other lands in lieu of those so withdrawn or r*. 
conveyed, to be selected by the snkl Disston, if desired, 
in like quantities with those withdrawn or re-conveyed — 
and will allow to the settlers thereon until the first day 
of January, 1883, to pay for the same — said land to em- 
brace only the Tracts actually settled upon and i mpr oved. 

Ordered^ That the ■Secretary forthwith furnish to E. 
F. Dunne, Esq., the agent of Mr. Disston, a certified copy 
of said resolution. 

The following letter was received from E. J. Dunne, 
Esq.: 

Tallahassee, Florida, October 10, 1881. 
Hugh A. (?orley, Esq. 

Secy. Bd. Trustees I. I. Fund Florida. 
Dear Sir: 

Referring to your letter of this day enclosing certified 
copy of Resolution Board of Trustees I. I. Tnnd, of the 
State of Florida, declaring that if Mr. Hamilton Disston 
will consent thereto, the Board will convey to him other 
lands in lieu of those which now are, or may be hereafter 
conveyed to him, which are occupied by actual settlers, 
on his relinquishing the same to the Board, and in like 
quautities as relinquished, if desired, I hereby, on behalf 
of Mr, Disston, agree to such proposed exchange, and en- 
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close my authority for so doing, that you may file the 
same with the papers of the Board. 

Respectfully, 

EDMUND F. DUNNE. 
P. . S. The authority enclosed consists of a telegram 
from Mr. Disston to me Oct. 3, 81, and a letter to me 
same date from Salinger, Secy Florida L. & I. Co. D. 
The following are copies of the telegram and letter ac- 
companying and referred to in Mr. Dunne's letter: 

Philadelphia, Pa. 3, 1881. 
To Judge E. F. Dunne; 

Tou are directed to accept State lands for those now 
occupied by squatters. Salinger has written. 

HAMILTON DISSTON. 

Philadelphia, Pa., Oct. 3d, 1881. 
Judge E. F. Dunn, 

Tallahassee, Fla. 
Dear Sir: 

Yours of the 30th ult. to Hamilton Disston, Esq. at 
hand and have telegraphed reply this A. M. We suppose 
you understood that our meaning is to turn over all set- 
tlers now on our lands to the State, and take State lands 
in lien thereof. This includes squatters, pure and simple, 
and also those who have Bignifled their intention to pur- 
chase by January 1st. We have really received only one 
letter of this latter class, but on consultation came to the 
conclusion it would be better to include this class, as it 
might lead to complications which it were better to 
avoid. 

Yours truly, 
RICHARD SALINGER, Sec'y. 

On motion, it was Ordered, That the Salesman give 
public notice of the foregoing action of the Board by dis- 
tribution of printed Circulars, and by advertisement for 
four weeks in the Tallahassee Floridian, Jacksonville 
Union, and all the newspapers published in the countiea 
of Hernando, Sumter, Orange, Brevard, Hillsborough, 
Manatee and Polk. 



The Board then adjonrned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President 
Atteit : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. October 13, 1881. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: William I>. Bloxham, Gtovernoa. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
George P. Eaney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

A communication was received from C. A. Boardman, 
Esq. on behalf of the Florida Southern Bailway Com- 
pany, enclosing the affidavit of W. C. Miller, Chief En- 
gineer of said Company, that said railway has been con- 
structed, ironed and equipped for a distance of fifty 
miles beginning in the town of Palatka; and a letter from 
John R. Hall, Esq., President of said Company, request- 
ing that the Trustees will deliver to the Company the 
lands to which it is entitled under the general Statute 
and special grant. 

Edward Avery, Esq., Attorney of said Company, also 
appeared before the Board and requested a conveyance 
to said Company of the lands within six miles of the com- 
pleted portion of the road embraced in the odd-numbered 
sections, and that a reservation from sale be made of the 
lands granted lying more than six miles from the road. 

The Board declined to reserve from sale the lands lying 
more than six miles from the line of road. 

Ordered, That B. M. Burroughs be appointed Civil En- 
gineer to examine and report upon the construction of 
the Florida Southern Railway from the point thirty 
miles west of Palatka to the point where said railway 
is now completed. 

Mr. Corley offered* the following resolution : 

Resolved, That this Board will execute and deliver to 
the Florida Southern Railway Company deeds convey- 

5 I. I. 
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ing to it the Swamp lauds embraced in the odd numliered 
flections lying within six miles on each side of the com- 
pleted part of said railway. 

On motion, the consideration of said resolution was 
postponed until the 25th in*i. 

Edward Avery, Esq., Attorney presented the following 
communication to the Board: 

Tallahassee, Florida, Oct. 13th, 1881. 
To the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the 

£tate of Florida. 
Gentlemen: 

On or about the first of February, A. I). 1880, the late 
Francis Vose, for a valuable consideration, transferred 
to Charles Francis, I), X. Skillings and Charles Whitney, 
all of Boston, Commonwealth of Massachusetts; Trus- 
tees, by a written agreement, thirty-six thousand dollar* 
worth at par of the" interest coupons referred to and 
forming part of the same found to be due to him on cou- 
pons held by him by the decree of the United States Cir- 
cuit Court, Fifth Judicial Circuit, Northern District of 
Florida — that, thereafter, a copy of said written assign- 
ment was transmitted by mail to A. I>ogg>ett, ICaq.. the Re- 
ceiver appointed by said Circuit Court, with a request in 
writing that said sum be charged to said Francis Vose and 
the same placed to the credit of said Francis, Skillings 
and Whitney, Trustees as aforesaid; that, by virtue of 
said assignment, the said Francis, Skillings and Whit- 
ney, as Trustees, bacame entitled to coupons or their 
equivalent to said amount of thirty-six thousand dollars, 
with interest thereon from the date of said assignment; 
that said Francis, Skillings and Whitney have been cred- 
itably informed that said sum was not charged to said 
Francis Vose, nor to his estate, nor was the same cred- 
ited to them; that the said sum is embraced in the 
amount certified by said Doggett as now due to the estate 
of said Vose ; that there is now due and payable a divi- 
dend on said coupons to which said Francis, SkillingH 
and Whitney are justly and legally entitled — Wherefore 
they respectfully protest against the* payment of any 
*um of* money or dividend to said Francis Vose, his legal 
representatives or assigns, until the amount due said 
Trancis, SkilHngs and Whitney under said agreement 
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has bt***ti ascertained and duly charged to said Vose's 
account and credited to said Francis, Skiliings & Whil- 
ney. 

Bv their Solicitor and Attorney 

EUVV. A VERY. 

Ordered, That said protest iw spread upon the inm- 
ates and tiled with the Treasurer of the Board. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from A. 
T. Williams, Laud Agent of tbe Peninsular Railroad 
Company, asking the withdrawal Bran market >f eeftaa 
lands selected for said company as indemnity for certain 
land* granted to aid in the construction of the line of 
road from Amelia Inland to Tampa Bay which have been 
nold by the Trustees, 

Ordered. That said lands Ik? reserved from sale. 

The binds so reserved are as follows: 
K| of MB), NYVi of NEi. X*. of NWJ See. 4. 
NJ of N J 1 , HI of \\V], KYVJ or !JWf, SEJ of 

si:;, see. 28 



E| of NEj. SEf. FA of HW] Heo. 32 



T 10 8 

R 22 B 



VVJ of SVk'i— South half Sec. 34 

All of Section 4, SW£ of KEJ of Section 30, T 11 8, B 
22 E. 

The bill of John F. Rollins. Receiver of the U- S. Land 
Office at Gaines villc for |14.10, fees for tbe final loca- 
tion of Internal Improvement Selections. List Xo. 3 — was 
presented and approved and ordered paid. 
The Board then adjourned. 

, W. I>. BLOXHAM. 

President. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. GORLEY. Secy. 



Tallahassee. Florida, October 17, 11881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William P. Bloxham, Governor. 
William. P. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George I*. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands It 
Immigration. 
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The minutes of the two last meetings were read and 
approved. 

The Board took op for consideration the petition of 
the Atlantic and Gulf Transit Canal Company presented 
to the Board on the 22d July last. 

The Board declined to reserve the lands from sale as 
asked for in the memorial. 

Mr. Barnes moved that the right of way over the lands 
belonging to the Internal Improvement Fund upon the 
Western Division of said Canal be extended to five hun- 
4red feet; upon which motion the vote was: 

Yeas — Gov. Bloxhani and Mr. Barnes. 2. 

Nays — Messrs. L'Engle, Baney and Corley. 3. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

On motion, the Attorney General was instructed to file 
a petition on behalf of the Trustees to set aside the order 
of the Court authorizing the payment of coupons to T. 
B. Codington which were embraced in the Buit of T. B. 
Codington vs. The Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fond; and the Treasurer was instructed to with- 
hold the payment of said coupons. 

On motion, it was Ordered, That the Treasurer of the 
Board pay to George P. Kaney, Three hundred dollars 
for professional Services in the Vose suit. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President 

Attest: 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, October 25, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-. 
proved. 

The Board took up for consideration the resolution of- 
fered on tbe 13th inst. and postponed until to-day, for 
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the conveyance of lands to the Florida Southern Railway 
Company for the completed part of said railway, and said 
resolution was unanimously adopted. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 

Attest : 

HUGH A. COBLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, October 2«, 1881. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present : William T). Bloxham, Governor. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P.'Eaney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from 
James E. Ingraham, President of the South Florida Bail- 
road Company, requesting a conveyance to said Company 
of tke lands to which they are entitled under the law* 
of the State for that part of their road between Sanford 
and Orlando. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That this Board will execute and deliver to 
the South Florida Railroad Company deeds conveying 
to it ^he Swamp lands embraced in the even-no nibered 
sections lying within six •miles on each side of the com- 
pleted portion of said railroad. 

The Governor laid before the Board the following let- 
ter from I. Coryell. General Superintendent of the At- 
lantic and Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Com- 
pany; 

Jacksonville. Flo.. October 18th, 1881. 
Gov. W. P. Bloxham, 

Dear Sir: 

Should nur company he successful in lowering the wa- 
ters of Lake Okeechobee there might possibly a question 
arise ns to what lands had been reclaimed. Admitting 
there are lands within the district that are free from 
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overflow, the hand Com puny propose taking all such 
with floats we expect to receive, I now propose on the 
part of the Land Company. "That we select by personal 
*in8]MKiioii all the high and dry lauds within the limits 
of the reclamation district, an booh as the condition of 
the waters will allow it; and that the State joins us in 
the inspection by the appointment of an inspector to rep- 
resent the State; and all lands returned as not subject to 
overflow be taken by the Land Company," Will you 
please place this proposition before the Board, Should 
the Board see pro]>er to suggest any other mode to ac- 
complish the object of setting at rest finally and forever 
any contention an between the State, and our reclamation 
Company as to what arc. and what arc not, reclaimed 
lands, would be pleased to have them do so. Some mode 
of settlement at this stage would perhaps avoid a vexed 
question in the future. We now have all the evidences of 
what arc. or are not, overflowed lands, and plenty of re- 
liable witnesses to prove the fact. If affected by drain- 
age, the pxoof would not be so satisfactory. With the 
views above expressed, I would thank you, as Chairman 
of the Board, to lay the matter before them for such ac- 
tion as may seem proper to accomplish the object 
sought. 

Very lesjtectfully, 

Your Obt. Svt. 

I. CORYELL, Gen. Supt. 

It was Or<irrc<i, that the Secretary reply to Mr. Cory- 
ell that the Board is willing to appoint an agent to act 
with an agent of the Company for the purposes named 
in his communication, acting on the supposition that the 
Company will proceed at once to the work of reclamation, 
and requesting liim to notify the Board of the intention 
of the (fftnipany in that respect. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the salary of the present Timber Agent 
he fixed at the same amount paid to the former agent, 
to wtt: One hundred and twenty-five dollars per month, 
to commerce on November 1st. 
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The Hoard then adjourned. 



\Y. 1>. BLOXHAM. 

President. 



Attest: 

HUGH A. COBLE?, 

Secretavy, 



Tallahassee. Florida. October 2$, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Willif.m I>. Bloxham. Governor. 
Henry A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 
George P- Raney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Oumuissinncr of Lands and 
Immigration. 
A communication was received frcun Alexander St. ■ 
flair Ahrauis, Esq.. on behalf of Gen. IT. S. Sanford and 
associate*, asking an extension of time for sixty days in 
which to complete ihe surveys, and bring the necessary 
machinery within the State and connivence rbe work on 
tl.e canal, under the resolutions of the Board adopted on 
the 10th February last authorizing the said San ford and 
as^iciates to reclaim the swamp and overflowed lands in 
the valley of the Oclawahn. 

C-drred. That an extension for said purposes be allowed 
until the first day of January next. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. II, BLOXnAM. President 

linn l A. COPLEY, secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, October 31, 1881. 

The Board met in the Executive Office, 
Present: William P. Bloxham. Governor. 

William I>. Barnes Comptroller. 

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

George P. Rnrey. Attorney General. 

Hugh A, Corley, Commissioner of LandB ft 
Immigration. 

The minutes of the last two meetings were read and ap- 
proved. 
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Mr. William Van Fleet, <m behalf of the Jacksonville, 
Tampa and Key West Railway Company, applied to the 
Board for the withdrawal from market of the even-num- 
bered sections of swamp lands lying within six miles of a 
branch of said railway extending from a point on the 
main line in section 24, Township 27, South, Range 25, 
East, to Charlotte Harbor, at or near Punta Rassa, a plat 
of the survey of said brancli having been filed with the 
Secretary of the Board on the 2!)th instant. 

The consideration of said application was postponed. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the following pro- 
test which had been served upnn him by the Sheriff of 
Leon County : 

Longwood, Orange Co., Fla.. Oct. 24, 1881. 
To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 

Fund of the State of Florida : 

Whereas, a charter was granted to the South Florida R. 
R, Co. under provisions of an act entitled an act to pro- 
vide a general law for the incorporation of railroads and 
canals, approved Feb. lfl, 1874. and also under provisions 
of an act entitled an -act to amend the above act, ap- 
proved March 12, 1870. by which latter act a grant was 
made of each alternate section of swamp or overflowed 
lands for six miles on either side of line of any railroad 
or canal incorporated under said act. and for twenty railed 
if necessary to obtain the number of acres granted them; 
And Whereas, the South Florida R. R. Co. have, from the 
date of said Charter, been engaged in building said road 
as quickly as was practicable, and have done no act by 
which they have forfeited any of their rights under said 
charter; And Whereas, it is commonly reported that a 
sale of lands under control of your Board has been made 
to Hamilton Pisston. Esq.. of Philadelphia, Pa., which 
sale, if confirmed according to plans issued by said Diaw- 
ton, would be an interference with the rights conferred by 
th# charter of said South Florida R. R. Co. 

Jtfow Therefore. I, E. W. Henck, President of the Botrd 
of Incorporators of the South Fla. R. R. Co. hereby pro- 
test against the transfer or conveyance by you to Hamil- 
ton TMsston or any other party or parties of any lands 
which by reason of said charter and the laws of the State 
of Florida, the said incoriwtrators of the South Fla, R. R. 
Co. are entitled to, or in the future mav become entitled 
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to, unless official notice of your intention to so convey ilir? 
land as above, be given the incorporators of the South 
Fla. R. R. Co., and a reasonable length of time be granted 
them to complete the survey of the road of said incorpo- 
rators, and file the necessary plans and profiles, cpon 
which the lands to which the said road is entitled shall be 
withdrawn from sale to flny one. 

And Whereas, the present directory of the Sooth Fla. 
B. R. Co. is not a legally constituted Board, and has no 
interest in the franchise of the said South Florida K. R. 
Co. as far as the line of said road between the town oT Or- 
lando, Orange county, and the Gulf of Mexico is con- 
cerned : Therefore, I protest, as President of the Board of 
incorporators of the said South Fla. R. R. Co. against the 
transfer or conveyance by you tjt> the said Directory or 
their agents, of any lands granted to the South Florida U, 
R. Co. by virtue of their charter and the laws of the Staie 
of Florida, as far as said portion of the'r line is concerned. 

Bespectfullv, 

E. W. HNN'CK. 
Prest. Board of Incorporators South Florida R. R. Co. 

B. 11. Burroughs, appointed by th« Board to examine 
and report upon the ronstrwrtion of the Florida Southern 
Railway from the point thirty miles west of Palatka as 
far as the road is completed, made the following report : 
To the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the 

State of Florida : 

Having been appointed to examine and report upon 'he 
construction of the Florida Southern railroad from a 
point thirty miles West of Palatka to a point where said 
road is now completed, I have the honor to submit the 
following : 

1st. I find that the right of way kai been generally ob- 
served, and that the road has been cleared sixty feet from 
confer of track, except at one or two [joints through Ham- 
mock and swamp land: this, however, l»eing corrected as 
tlie road is being dressed up. 

2d. The road bed is generally good The embankments. 
botfct new, have i'i some instance.* «ln-unfeen and do not 
cor? op to th? *«pei ifications. but this is now being rapidly 
remedied, as the ditches now b^'ng completed the eanh 
is used for this purpose. The excavations are shallow 
and through light sand. A large force i* dow employed 
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flipping ditches and dressing up the exen vat ions and em- 
bankments. 

. Tlit* cross-ties are six by eig'.it inches— six feet long — 
and are of pood material — laid two feet from renter toeen- 
ter— and well bedded— ( 2C Hi to tlie milei. 

4. The water-ways have i>e«':i ■ ■arcfully observed, mid in 
my opinion ample fur the iinobsinit led ftWWng e ,l f waler. 

& The bridges and trestle* mi? well bunt, are composed 
or good material, and w»ll tara-ed (dies being used where 
necessary. 

6. The guage of ihe road is three feet. 

7. The rail is the "Fish-bar rail"— forty lbs. to the 
yard double spiked — strong and substantial. 

8. The equipment good. One passenger car. Ave box 
ears, twenty-five Hat can, and three Locomotives in good 
condition. 

ft. The grades do not exceed. SO feet to the mile — and 
the curves do not exceed four degrees. 

Kvery effort is being made m put this road in first clftM 
Order, and in my opinion the next lit) davs will It ml it in 
the very ltest condition. 

The distance inspected from tfce point reported by fl. 8. 

DuVal, Esq.. is :Si miles to a point West of the town of 

Gainesville and ~» miles Sooth on. the branch road frwia 

"Perry's Junction" In the dinn 'ion of the town of Oca la. 

Yours Verv Respect full v. 

It. \l. lU'RHOCGnS. 

Ordered, That a copy of said report be transmitted to 
the Company, and the Cnnijwn, 1 ' requested to notify Ihe 
Hoard when the road is constructed in full compliance 
with the specifications. 

The Salesman presented a de*d conveying to the South 
Florida Railroad Company .".:;is llMiM) aires of Swamp 
lands lying within six miles of lb" first three wi.tions of 
six mites each of said road, fro;,'. San ford in the direction 
of Orlando ind said deed wm xigned by all the Trnstee*. 

Ordered, That said deed t»e retained until the Attorney 
General shall have notified the I". S. Circuit Court of the 
••sedition thereof. 

Henry A. L'Engfc? presented an account for expenses to 
Jacksonville to proenre statement of condition of Ihe 
Fund, for express charges and telegram amounting to 
f 17.S0, whit h was approved and ordered paid. 
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The Board then adjourned. 
AUest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. November 1, 18&L 
The Board met in the Executive Offic-e. 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Compt roller. 
Henry A. 1/ Eagle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Governor laid before the Board the following pat- 
ents for Swamp lands received from the General Land 
Office : 
Patent No, 13, Newnansville Land District 

for 15,825.68 acres* 

Patent No. 14, Newnansville Land District 

for UI0.18 acres 

Patent No, 14, St. Augustine Land District 

for 737.87 acrqs 

Patent No. 22, Tampa Land District for. . 7,739.77 acres 

Amounting altogether to 24,461. "ill acres 

Said patents having been obtalrifed through the agency 
of Sydney I. Wailes, who, under his contract with the 
Board is entitled to eight per cent upon all lands patented 
of selections made by the State prior to 1861, the said 
Wailes is allowed to select the quantity of 1,956.92 acres, 
being eight per cent of the lands so patented, in compen- 
sation for his services. 

The Governor also laid before the Board the following 
Swamp Land Indemnity Patejits: 

No. 1 for 9,995.85 acres 

No.. 3 for 8,598.19 acres 

No. 4 for •. 14,532.57 acres 

No. 5 for 5,160.85 acres 

No. 6 for 1,162.43 acres 
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No. 7 for 3,454,01 acres 

No. 8 for 1,642.23 acre* 

Amounting altogether to 44,506.13 acres 

Also, the following Swamp Land Indemnity Certificates 
for United States entries made in the former Palatka Mili- 
tary Reservation, to wit: 

No. 1 tor 1,013.96 acres 

No. 2 for 4,055.82 acres 

Total 5,069.78 acres 

Baid Certificate No. 1 for 1,013.96 acres, being twenty 
per cent of the whole amount, was ordered to be assigned 
to 8. I. Waile* in consideration of procuring said certifi- 
cates, he being entitled to twenty per cent thereof under 
his contract with the Board of Trustees. 

The communication of Hamilton Disston heretofore 
presented to the Board was taken up for consideration, 
and the following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

Re$ohed, That after the selection of three million five 
hundred thousand acres of laud by Hamilton Disston or 
his assigns, this Board agrees that the remaining five hun- 
dred thousand acres may be located in bodies of six hun- 
dred and forty acres; it being understood that lands se- 
lected in lieu of those surrendered by him for railroads, 
shall be selected in bodies of ten thousand acres. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. P. BLOXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. COBLEY,'Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, November 2d, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William T>, IHoxham, Governor. 

William 1>. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

George P. Hnney, Attorney General. 

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands and 

Immigration. 
The minutes of the lasi meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 
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The Green Cove Springe and Melrose Railroad Com- 
pany filed a plat of the survey of the route of its roaid 
from Green Cove Springe to Melrose, in pursuance of 
Chapter 3330 of the Laws of Florida, and requested that 
the alternate sections of swamp lands within six miles on 
each side of said road be reserved from sale. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the odd-numbered sections and frac- 
tional sections of land which passed to the State of Flor- 
ida under and by the provisions of the Act of Congrers of 
the 28th of September, 1850, within six miles on either 
side of the line of the Green Cove Springs and Melrose 
Railroad, be reserved from sale for the purpose of aiding 
in the construction of said road. 

Hugh A. Corley presented a bill for f 14.10 paid to the 
U. S. Lam] Office at Gainesville, Florida, for noting the 
confirmation of Internal Improvement Selections in 
Gainesville List No. 1, which was approved and ordered 
paid. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, November 3, 1881 . 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxham, povemor. 
William D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasarer, 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
The Salesman made the following statement to the 
Board : 

The NWi Section 10, T 21 8, R 21 E, containing I00.-12 
acres, was approved to the State as Internal Improve- 
ment Land and was sold to David S. Walker January 19, 
188(1, for fl.25 per acre, the purchase money imoontinig 
to $200.52, per EntTy No. 9090. Since then it has been 
shown that said land was entered from the United Suites 
under the Armed Occupation Act of 1842, by James 
Gough, and that the said Gough received a patent for said 
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land from the United States — Whereupon, it waa Orttried 
that said entry No. 90»0 by David S. Walker be ranee led. 
and that the purchase money l>e refunded to him upon bin 
executing a deed reconveying to the Trustees of the Inter- 
nal Improvement Fund his apparent title to said bind. 

The Hoard then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM. President. 

HIGH A. rORLBT. Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Fla.. Nov. 8, 1*81. 
The Board met in the Bxecntive Office. 
Present : William P. Rloxham. Governor. 
William P. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. T/Rnglc. Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney. Atty. Genl. 
The Attorney General was nppt'd Secy, pro teni. 
The Board having been satisfied as to the construction 
of the road of the Florida Southern Railway Company in 
compliance with the terms and specifications agreed on, 
on that part of its route inspected by B. M. Burroughs, it 
was ordered that the Salesman be & is instructed to 
prepare deeds of conveyance for the odd numbered sections 
within six miles of the completed part of the railway — 
and that the letters of the Vice President of said Company 
of the 7th inst. to the President of the Board be filed, it 
being understood and agreed that the trees on Paine's 
Prairie may he permitted to stand, ton the representations 
made in said letters) at the place common 1 v known am 
"the Rink." 
The Board adjourned, 

W. I>. BTX)XHAM. President. 
GBO. P. RANEY, Secy, pro tern. 



1 
Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 9th, 1881. 
The Board met in the Atty. Genl's Office. 
Present : Wm. P. Bloxham. Governor. 
Wm. P. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. T/Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney, Atty. Genl. 



The Attorney General was appt'd fteev. pro rem. 

On a vote, the Attorney General not voting, the Attor- 
ney General was instructed to authorize Hon. C. YV. Jones 
to undertake the advancement and trial i.F the case of 
Trustees I. I. Fund, Appell's, vb, Francis Yose's Adinr. in 
U. ft. Supreme Court, involving the cost* and allowances, 
on the following terms, to wit. Ave hundred dollar? re- 
tainer and ten per cent of any amount aentally Kived to 
the Internal Imp. Fund by reversal or modi 11 cation of the 
decrees appealed from. 

The Bill of B. It, Burroughs. Timber Agent, for ex- 
penses for the month of October A. D. 1SS1, amounting to 
(fSfi.OO) eighty six dollars was approved and ordered 
paid. J* 

The Board adjourned. 

W. D. RLOXRAM. President. 
GEO. P. RANEY, ftecy. pro tern. 



Tallahassee. Florida, November 22, T8S1. 
Tbe Hoard met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William D. Bloxham. Governor. 

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands A 
Immigration. 

The minutes of the last three meetings were read and 
approved. 

The following communication was received from the 
President of the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and 
Okeechobee Land Company: 

Philadelphia. Nov. 7th. 1881. 
To tbe Internal Improvement Board of the State of 

Florida : 
Gentlemen : 

I have the honor to inform you that the Atlantic and 
Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company is now, 
and for some time past has be?n, employing 'labor upon 
Ihe drainage of Lake Okeechobee equal to the labor of 
100 men. I am also instructed io advise you that our 
company has perfected arrangements for the use of dredge- 
boats, now in course of construction, as soon a it tbev 
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■can be delivered, by which we expect to demonstrate with- 
in a few months the feasibility of draining the Lake and 
reclaiming the lands now covered by its waters. 
Yours trulv. 

S. H. GREY, Prest. 

The following cttmmumrat<ou was received from Ham- 
ilton Disston : 

Philadelphia, Nov. 8th, 1881, 
To the Board of Trustees Internal Improvement Fund, 

Slate of Florida : 

Gentlemen : 

Referring to that portion of our contract whereby it is 
agreed that no portion of the 4,000,000 acres will be sold 
except with my consent, I hex M notify your Honorable 
Board that, from and after this iatt, I desire to withdraw 
consent to the further sale of any of said lands 

Since the date of our purchase, considerable quantities 
of land have been selected at State prices, and last month 
one purchase of upwards of 2,600 acres was made for 
English speculators at 70 cents p?r acre. There can be 
no profit to me or my associates in sales of selected lands 
at such prices. 

We have perfected an extensive system of agencies to 
promote emigration to Florida throughout the United 
States, as well as in England, Scotland, Germany, Swe- 
den, Denmark and Italy. We only .'nvite emigrants that 
are able to purchase lands and become permanent resi- 
dents, and our expenses in this respect compels na to fix a 
higher price for landa than that of jonr Honorable 
Board. 

Our Jacksonville Office will at once commence the sale 
of our lands, and the terms which *we offer to pun hasers 
as well as our endeavors to promote the rapid seitlement 
of Florida with the better classes of emigrants will, we 
trust, meet with the approval and encouragemenT of your 
Honorable Board. 

Yours Respectfully. 

HAMILTON DISSTON. 

On motion, it was Ordered, That the lands selected by 
Hamilton Diaston under his contract with the Board for 
the purchase of four million acres of land, be withdrawn 
from market, except to actual settlers under the agree- 
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nienf heretofore made wirk the said Disston, or where ap- 
plications to purchase were pending on the 12th instant. 

A letter was received from Col. I. Coryell enclosing an 
order from Hamilton Hiss ton requesting the Trustees to 
pay to Col. Coryell such moneys as may have been re- 
ceived from sales of land up to October^ll, 1881. 

The Secretary was instructed to call the attention of 
Col. Coryell to that clause in the agreement between the 
Trustees and Mr. Disston which provides that the moneys 
received for the lands selected by Mr. Disston and sold 
by the Trustees shall be credited to Mr. Disston on ac- 
count of moneys to be paid by him under said agreement. 

The following entries were canceled, and the purchase 
money ordered refunded, viz : 

Entry Xo. 10332, by John B. Odum, NT\ 7 i of NE± Sec- 
tion 36, Township 15. South. Range 30, East, made August 
25, 1881 — Amount of purchase money $39.84. 

Entry No. 10,309, by Samuel A. Robinson, NW'i of 
SW± Section 22, Township 2a, South, Range 29, East, 
made August 18, 1881 — Amount of purchase money 
$40.00. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration pre- 
sented a deed conveying to the Florida Southern Railway 
Company the odd-numbered sections of swamp lands ly- 
ing within six miles on each side of the completed part 
of said Company's railway, extending from Palatka to 
Gainesville; and said deed was approved and ordered 
executed by the Trustees. 

The following accounts were p resented and approved : 

Postage account. Salesman's Office, $20.20. 

W. T. Webster, Plats for Land Office, $4.00. 

Orange Count v Reporter, publishing notice to Disston 
Settlers, $5.00. 

Bartow Informant, publishing notice to Disston Set- 
tlers, $5.00. 

Sunland Tribune, publishing notice to Disston Settlers, 
?6.00. 

The following couimnmcation was received from F. A. 
Hendry, Esq.: 
6 I. 1. 
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Fort Myers, Fla., ITov. 1st. 1S§1. 
To the. Hon. Board of Trustees of the Internal I. Fund 

of Florida : 

Whereas, your Hon. body, on the 28th day of Nov. A. 
D, 1859, sold to John Peaive of Hillsborough Co.. the 
SEi of 8E£ Section 25, Township 31, Range 25, 8 & E, 
and also to Louis Lanier the NEJ of EE| of same section, 
township and range, being selected by State under act 
of Congress— Register's Receipt No. 3117 and 3120. Par- 
chases made by Fearce and Lanier were made in good 
faith, they paying in lawful money of the United State* 
one dollar per acre; And Whereas, the said John Pearce 
did assign said certificate of entry to the undersigned, 
and the said Louis Lanier did assign his certificate to 
the undersigned also, and the undersigned feeling as- 
sured that said certificates and assignments were of full 
force and validity, gave his warranty deeds to said lands 
for the sum of eight hundred dollars, and was bound in 
law and equity to warrant and defend Baid warranty 
deed, have refunded said sum of money because the same 
lands above mentioned have not been patented to the 
State and have been Bold by the General Government to 
other parties: Now, therefore, your writer 
claims that your Honorable Board in 
bound in behalf of the State to make good in some way 
the damages thus sustained. Tour writer does not expect 
an i in possibility, or desire that the Board establish a 
precedent that may not be sustained by the highest au- 
thority of the State, but most respectfully ask that your 
Hon. body take the matter into serious consideration, 
and in some legitimate way make good to your under- 
signed all the damage he has sustained, which could not 
be estimated at less than one thousand dollars. The land 
today would sell for more than that sum. I am willing to 
take other lands to the amount, of my own selection, if 
such thing be possible. Your Hon. Body will please par- 
don me for thus troubling you. but feeling assured in 
your earnest desire to give justice in all cases, I make 
the above statement and appeal. Please answer at your 
earliest convenience. I have the honor to be. 

Most Bespectfullv, Yr. Obt. Serrt. 

F. A. HENDRY. 
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The Secretary was instructed to write to Mr. Hendry 
and state that, upon the surrender of the certificates of 
sale of the lands described in his communication, the- 
Trustees will .refund the purchase money paid for the 
land, but that they cannot pay any larger amount as in- 
tei'est or damages. 

The Treasurer laid before the Board the following no- 
tice which had been served on him, which was ordered 
spread upon the minutes, and copies thereof sent to- 
Messrs. Jackson, Luwton & Bassiuger, I>. S. Walker & 
T. W. Brevard: 

United States Circuit Court, 
Northern District of Florida. 
In the matter of the claim of D. G. Ambler: 
To the Hon. Henry A. iVEngle. Treasurer of the Board 
of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of 
Florida : ' 

Yon will please take notice that D. G. Ambler, of Jack- 
sonville, Florida, claims the right to receive the within 
mentioned sum of money under the agreement, a copy of 
which is hereto annexed. 

COCKRELL & WALKER. 

Attys. for I). G. Ambler. 
Jacksonville, Fla., Nov. 11th, 1881. 
(Copy) 

U. S. Circuit Conrt, 
Northern Diet, of Fla. 

E. C. Anderson et al., Compl'ts. "| 

vs. \ 

The Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile / 
R. R. Comp'y., et al., Defts. J 

We agree that whatever pro rata we as counsel for our 
clients in this cause shall be entitled to on thirty -eight 
hundred dollars (38fl0f ) of our interest in the decree in 
this case, shall be paid to D. P. Holland and associates — 
The Master, or whosoever shall disburse the proceeds of 
the sale of the railroads levied upon 'under the said de- 
cree, will please disburse accordingly. 

JACKSON, LAWTON & RASSINGER, 

D. S. WALKER. 

T. W. BREVARD. 
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(Endorsed) I hereby assign to D. 1*. Holland any in- 
terest I may have in the within, without recourse on us. 

D. G. AMBLER. 
Not hereby recognizing any validity in the Decree of 
Anderson and others, 1 do hereby assign any interest I 
may have h«rein to E. W. Denny and assigns, as collat- 
eral for the attached note. 

D. P. HOLLAND. 
Jacksonville, Fla., October 26th, 1874. 

Jacksonville. Fla., Augt. 16th, 1881. 
I hereby transfer and assign to D. G. Ambler and his 
assigns all my right, title and interest in the within. 

ALENR. WALLACE, 
Assignee for E. W. Denny. 

State of New York, [ 
City of New York : f 

For value received, I do hereby assign all and every 
right, title and interest in law and equity that I may 
have herein or hereto, to D. G. Ambler — Witness my 
hand and seal this 27th Oct., 1881. 

D. P. HOLLAND (L 8). 

The following communication was received from W. 
H. Hunt: 

Biscayne, Fla., Nov..!, 1881. 
Hugh A. Corley, Esq., 
Secretary Board of Trustees 
Internal Improvement Fund, 
Tallahassee, Florida. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
official letter under date of September 29, 1881, inform- 
ing me of the action of your Board on that day, to wit: 
"Resolved, that this Board declines to rescind the reso- 
lution of the former Board rescinding the contract with 
W. H. Hunt for the reclamation of certain lands in 
Dade County." I respectfully state through you to said 
Board that I have Resolved that I will continue the work 
during the life of said contract, and request that this reso- 
lution be filed or made of record in the Office of the Board 
of Trustees of Internal Improvement Fund. 
Yerv respectfully, 

W. H. nUNT. 
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The Commissioner of Lands mid Immigration laid be- 
fore the Board a letter from the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office at Washington, suiting that the XWJ of 
Section 10. Township 21, South, Range 21. East, and the 
W£ of SE4. and E* of SWJ of Section 36, Township 19, 
Sotrth. Range 22, East, which had been approved to the 
State as Internal Improvement Land under the Act of 
Congress of September 1, 1S-11, were inadverrently so ap- 
proved, and that the title of the State thereto U invalid 
by reason of prior legnl claims existing at the time of such 
approval; and that upon relinquishing said lands to the 
United States, it will lie permitted xo select other lands in 
lieu thereof. 

Ordered. That said lands be relinquished to the T7. S. 

The following notice which had been served upon the 
Trustees was ordered spread upon the minutes: 

Femandina, November 19, 1881. 
To the Honorable The Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund of the State of Florida: 
Gentlemen : 

You will please take notice that on the 4th day of the 
next term of the Circuit Court of the Cnited States for 
the Northern District of Florida. T will move to be allowed 
to file a petition praying compensation for the services 
rendered by me in negotiating salps nf lands belonging to 
the said Fund for payment of coupon indebtedness estab- 
lished against it by decrees of the said Court. 
Yours Verv respectful It. 

SAML. A. SWANN. 

It was Ordered. That the Secretary request Mr. Swann 
to furnish to the Board a copy of the petition to he filed 
by hiin. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. T>. BLOXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY. Secretarv. 



Tallahassee, Florida. November 28, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William D. Bloxham. Governor. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Cor ley. Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
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The minuter of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the report of H. S. 
DuYal, Civil Engineer, upon the construction of the East 
Florida Railway from Jacksonville to the St. Mary's river 
—Mr. Duval reported the road constructed the entire dis- 
tance according to the following specifications: 

Guage 5 feet — Clearing 20(1 feet — Maximum grade not 
exceeding 411 feet — Width of bank 14 feet — Width of cuts 
24 feet. Ditches r> feet at the top, 2 feet at the bottom, 
and 2 J feet deep, with a slope of 1\ to 1. The road bed 
well drained — Maximum curve 3 degrees. Distance be- 
tween cross-ties 2 feet, which are of yellow pine, fl feet 
long, 6 inches deep and 12 inches face — The rails are of 
steel weighing fifty pounds per yard, and fastened with 
angle plates. Bridge over the St. Marys of iron. Manner 
of construction in all respects approved. 

The construction of the East Florida Railway was ap- 
proved by the Board, and the Salesman was iristructed to 
prepare a deed for the signature of the Trustees conveying 
to the East Florida Railway Company the alternate sec- 
tions of Swamp lands in the even -numbered Sections lying 
within six miles on each side of said railway from Jack- 
sonville to the St, Mary's river, except such of said even- 
numbered sections as may properly inure to the Fernan- 
dina and Jacksonville Railroad Company — Within the 
conflicting limits of the two roads, the Salesman was in- 
structed to embrace in the deed to the East Florida Rail- 
way Company snch of the Swamp lands as lie nearer to its 
railway — and letain the Swamp lands lying nearer the 
Fernandina and Jacksonville railroad to be conveyed to 
the Fernandina and Jacksonville Railroad Company. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the East Florida 
Railway Company, and the Fernandina and Jacksonville 
Railroad Company of the manner in which the Board 
have dire* ted the division of the lands between the Com- 
panies wiih in their conflicting limits. 

The following account was presented and approved: 

H, A. Corlev, Stationery. Express Charges & Postage 
16.29. 

On motion, the Treasurer was instructed to pay to John 
Oliain twenty five dollars for professional services ia the 



case Marquis & Co. v. The Sheriff of Santa Rota County 
involving timber cut upon the State lands. 

The Board thon adjourned. 
Attest : W. I>. 1SLOXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. COHLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. December 12, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William I>. Bloxham. Governor. 
William T>. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. • 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

Col. William K. Beard, on behalf of the St. Johns and 
Halifax River Railroad Company, a corporation organized 
under the general laws of the State, filed a survey of the 
route of said company's road from the St. Johns river, at 
Rollestown, to Tomoka Creek, certified to under affidavit 
of William Mickler, Chief Engineer, and asked that the 
alternate sections of Swamp lands along the route of said 
road be withdrawn from sale. 

The following resolution was adopted, Mr. Raney not 
Toting : 

Resolved, That the odd-numbered Section^ of Swamp 
lands for six miles on each side of the St. Johns and Hali- 
fax railroad, be reserved from sale for the benefit of said 
road, until otherwise ordered by the Board. 

The Secretary called the attention of the Boa^d to the 
petition of Samuel A. Swann. filed in the Vose suit in the 
TJ. S. Circuit Court, asking compensation for his ser- 
vices while employed by the Board as agent for the sale 
of lands; and also the order of court thereon referring the 
matter to Aristides Doggett. Esq., Master pro hac Tic*, 
which order was made by the Court on the 9th inst, & is 
as follows : 
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C. I'. Greenough. Administrator 
of the Estate of Francis Vose 

YS, 

The'Trustees of the Interna] Improvement 
Fund of the State of Florid n. ) 

This case coming on to be )i card on motion of Samuel A. 
Swann for permission to file his petition praying roiupen- 
sation from the fund raised by sale of kinds to pay cou- 
pon indebtedness established by tlie decrees of the Court 
against the said the defendants fur services rendered by 
him in negotiating sates of said lands, and that inquiry- 
may be had of the same; and it having been made to ap- 
pear that due and timely notice of the said motion had 
been served upon the said Trustees, it is ordered. 

First. That the said Samuel A. Swann be allowed to 
file his said petition. 

Second. That the said defendants be allowed fifteen 
days within which to answer the same. 

Thirtl, That the said jwtition nnd the answer thereto, 
when the latter shall have t>een filed, be referred to A. 
Doggett. who is hereby appointed Master pro hac rice to 
inquire into and report upon the merits of the «(nim set 
out in the petition. 

Fourth. That to this end he shall give dne notice to the 
parties or their soliritnrs of the times and places when 
and where they shall nppear Itefore him with their wit- 
nesses, and is hereby clothed with ihe power to hnve sum- 
mons of subpoenas issued by the Clerk of this Court to 
compel the attendance of witnesses who do not nppear 
voluntarily before him. and to have commissions issued 
for the examination by interrogatories of witnesses who 
raonot be reached bv process of subpoena ; this to be done 
at the instance of either party. 

Fifth — That the said master shall file his report accom- 
panied by all the testimony taken by him in the office of 
the Clerk of this Court, on or before the first Monday in 
April next — That the parties at variance shall have fif- 
teen days thereafter within which to file exceptions to 
the same, and that the said petition f ?\ with the excep- 
tions thereto, should fhere tie inch, be set down for hear- 
ing on the first Monday in May. 1382. 

(Signed) THOMAS SETTLE. Judge. 
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The Secretary laid before the Board the Certificate of 
the Chief Engineer of the Florida Southern Railway that 
said railway had been graded and cross-tied ten miles, 
from Station 2085, on the line of the road between Palatka 
and Gainesville. South to Station ."528. 

A letter «M received from the t". S. Land Office in 
Gainesville announcing that the General Land Office had 
confirmed the decision of the Register and Receiver ad- 
verse to the State in the Swamp Land contest of James C. 
Bell vs. The State of Florida, involving title to Lot No. 1 
Section 20, T 10. S. R 14 E. 

The following bills were approved for advertising no- 
tice to Settlers upon the IMsston Purchase: 

Florida Crescent, Brooksville. five dollars, $5.00. 

South Florida Citizen. Apopka, five dollars, $5.00. 

Tampa Progress, six dollars, fi.00. 

The account for postage in Salesman Office in November 
amounting to $19.10 was approved. 

A letter was received from J. B. Brown objecting to the 
conveyance of lands to the Florida Southern Railway 
Company, which was read and placed on file. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D, BLOXHAM. President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. December 13, 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William P. Bloxham. Governor. 
William I>. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Corky, Commissioner of Lands k 
Immigration. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

Dr. John Westcott. Secretary of the St. Johns River 
Railway Company, addressed a communication to the 
Board asking that the Trustees execute to said Company 
a deed for the lands granted to it by the Legislature, and 
that payment be made to said Company for such of its 
lands as hate been sold by the Trustees. 
The Salesman was instructed to prepare a deed for the 



lands claimed by ihe Company, ami submit it for the con- 
sideration of the Board. 

Hr. K. K. Foster. «»n behalf of Gen. H. S. Sanford, an- 
nounced to the Board that Gen. Rantord had withdrawn 
from the contract foe the reclamation of the overflowed 
lands in the Oc)aw;ih;» Vatic?. 

Alexander St. fMair-Alirams, Esq.. one of the former as 
sociates of Gen. Sanford in the contract for reclaiming 
the overflowed lands in the OHawaha Valley, appeared be- 
fore the Board and requested an extension of the contract 
with certain modification*. 

The consideration of said proposition was postponed 
nntil after the first of .Jannary, and the Secretary was in- 
structed to notify Mr. St. Clair-Abrams that the Board 
would then consider any definite proposition which he 
might mate. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. T>. BLOXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. CORLKY. Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. December 14, 1SS1. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
Will tain D. Barnes. Compt roller. 
Henry A. I/Engle, Treasurer. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The Governor laid before the Board the following 
proposition of Alexander St. Clair-Abrams. Esq. : 

Tallahassee, Fla.. Dec. 13th. 1881. 
To the Board of Trustees of the I. I. Fond : 

As one of the contracting parties for the drainage of the 
lands in the Oclawaha Valley, I respectfully ask a modi- 
fication of the contract as follows: 

First: That instead of requiring the drainage of 3-4th 
the laud reserved, one-half be required. 

Second: That the line of the canal shall be at any point 
■etween townships fifteen and seventeen, as may be de- 
termined npon by my company, instead of between fifteen 
and sixteen. 



Third: That I be given until March 1st, 1882, to begin 
the work, and until March 1st, 1883, to complete the 
drainage. 

Fourth : That D. G. Ambler, of Jacksonville, be added 
to the list of contracting parties. 
Verr respectfull?, 

ALEX. ST. CLAIB ABRAMS. 

Ordei'ed, That Mr. St. Clair-Abrams be informed that 
the Board are willing to modify the contract as requested, 
but that his attention be called to that clause in the reso- 
lutions of February 10, 1881, which provides that the 
work shall be done "under lawful authority thereunto to 
be had and obtained." 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

BTGH A. COELEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, December. Hj, 1881. 

The Board met in the Executive Offi<e. 

Present : William IX Bloxham. Governor. 
Henry A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 
Cleorge P. Baney. Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

The following entries were canceled, and the purchaie 
money ordered refnnded. viz : 

Entry No. 10521, made November 8, 1881. bv Joseph 
B. Story, Lot No. 4, Section 11, T 25 8, R 30 E, 69.86 
acres — amount of purchase money 962.87. 

Entry No. 10506, made November 3. 1881. bv William: 
S. Jordan, W$ of NEL N| of SEJ, SE$ of S Bisection 9, 
T 30 S. R 25" E — 199.87 acres— amount of purchase 
money $249.84. 

The following accounts were presented and approved: 

George P. Baney. Expenses to Jacksonville. Dec. 1881, 
and amount paid for Court expenses, $12.65. 

Philip Walter, Clerk U. S. Court — copies &c., $8.25. 

Aristides Doggett. Special Master, report upon cou- 
pons in suit of T. B. Codington & furnishing list of cou- 
pons. Fla. R. B. Sinking Fund, $25.00. 
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The following communication was received from the 
Florida Southern Railway Company: 

I'alatka, Fla., Dec. 12th, 1881. 

To the Hon. Hugh A. Corley, 
Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of the State of Florida: 

Dear Sir: 

Can we make any arrangement to release land with- 
drawn for the Company? We wish to do nothing to pre- 
vent the development and settlement of Florida. There 
are many ]»eople who are living upon land withdrawn 
for the Florida Southern Railway. Xow. can we release 
that land so the parties to whom it is released can pur- 
chase it from the Hoard of Internal Improvement Fund 
at fl.^5 i>er arte? If this is so, what officers of the Com- 
pany would you require to sign the release? We are 
building South as fast as we can, but do not wish to pre- 
vent parties from making improvement) who have lo- 
cated on the land withdrawn. I am. dear Sir 

Yrs. Truly, 

C. A. BOARDMAN. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

RiiHthrtl. That if the Board of Directors of the Flor- 
ida Southern Railway Company will adopt a resolution 
authorizing the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund to sell to any person now residing upon the lands, 
reserved for said Company the lands embracing bis resi- 
dence and improvements, not exceeding such quantity of 
land to each settler as the Directory may prescribe, the 
Trustees will sell and convey the land to such settler, 
upon the filing of affidavit or proof of residence and im- 
provement, at the regular State prices for such lauds; 
the purchase money to be held by the Trustees and ac- 
connted for to said Company, without interest, whenever 
tbe said Company would be entitled to the lands if unsold 
hereunder. 

Tbe Attorney General laid before the Board certified 
copies of Orders of the t'nited States Circuit Court, 
which were read and ordered spread upon the minutes, 
as follows: 
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In the Circuit Court of U, 8. Xorther-i District of Flor- 
ida — In Equity. 

Chas. I*, (ireenough. Admr. of Francis Vose ' 

VS. > 

The Trustees 1. I. Fund. V 

On motion of the said Trustees aforesaid, it is Ordered 
that the Master herein shall give notice to the Trustees 
of the Internal Improvement Fund by letter addressed 
to George P. Raney, one of said Trustees, at Tallahassee, 
Fla., of the filing with him of any answers to interroga- 
tories which may be propounded to any perBon seeking 
to have any coupons declared or adjudged a valid claim 
against the Internal Improvement Fund, and said Trus- 
tees shall have ten days after th'e receipt of such notice 
to file exceptions to any such coupons. 
Done and Ordered in open Court Decb'r. 14th, 1881. 

THOMAS SETTLE, Judge. 

In the Circuit Court U. S. Northern District of Flor- 

, ida — In Equity. 

Charles P. Greenough, ( 
Adinr. Francis Vose, I In the matter of the petition of 

vs. Samuel A. Swann. 

Trustees I. I. Fund. L 

On motion of the Trusteea_of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund, they appearing specially for the purpose of 
the motion, and not generally, it is Ordered that the 
finW made in the matter of said petition of Samuel A. 
Suann, praying compensation for sales of lands, on the 
eighth day of the present month, be and is suspended un 
til the said Trustees sball have pleaded or answered unto 
said petition, and until the further order of the Court, 
except in so far as it allows the defendants fifteen days 
1 ithla which to answer said petition. Done and Ordered 
in (([.en Court Dec. 14, 1881. 

THOMAS SETTLE, Judge. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM. 

President. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, Jnnu»ry 3, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Uffii-" 
Present: William I). Bloxham, Governor. 
William I>. Barnet., Comptroller. 
Hcnrj A, L'Engle, Treasurer. 
(Jeorge P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Cor ley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read, corrected 
and approved. 

The following letter was received from Col. I. Coryell, 
General Superintendent of the Atlantic and Gulf Coast 
Canal and Okeechobee Laud Company : 

Jacksonville, Fla.. Dec. 2Tth. 1881. 
Gov. W. I). Bloxhnm. 

Brest. Board of I. [. 
Dear Sir: 

I desire to respectfnlly represent that our Company 
have given sncli evidence of their intention of carrying 
out their contract with the State, that they reel war- 
ranted in asking that the money forfeit of $3000.00 de- 
posited with the State Treasurer be restored to our Com- 
pany. Already over $20,000 has been spent in the build- 
ing of the Cedar Key Dredge (which is now en route to 
Myers) and the preparation at Kissimmee City for the 
building of another dredge Aid St. Boat, together with 
the expenses incurred at the head of the Caloosahatchie 
will increase our outlay before the end of January over 
$30,000. Cnder the circumstances we ask the early 
consideration of your Board on this application. The 
machinery for Kissimmee Dredge is here; also, St. Bt. 
machinery expected daily. 

Verv Resp'v Tour Obt. Svt.. 

I. CORYELL, 
Gen. Supt 
The Secretary was instructed to reply to Col. Coryell 
and refer him to the drainage contract and the subse- 
quent amendments thereto and modifications, according 
to the terms of which the work has not advanced to that 
point which will authorize a surrender liv lie Trustees 
of the money forfeit of $5000 deposited by the Company. 
A letter was received from Hamilton Disston review- 
ing the steps heretofore tnkeu by him and the Trustees 



with regard to the purchase and sale of foor million 
acres of land, and announcing that he had transferred to 
Sir Edward Reed, of England, two million acres of said 
purchase, and that Sir Edward would make the remain- 
ing payments now due. » 

Which letter was read and placed on file. 

The following awounts were presented and approved: 

B. M. Burroughs. Timber Agent. Expenses for Novem- 
ber. fll.50. 

Sumter County Advance, adv'g notice to settlers on 
Disston purchase, fG.OO. 

Manatee County News, adv'g notice to settlers in Piss- 
ton purchase, $5.00. 

Western Union Telegraph Company, Telegram $3.88. 

H. A. L'Engle, Telegram and exchange on draft. $1.65, 

H. A. Corley, TelegrauiB. $2.64. 

The following entry was canceled : 

TSntry No. 5511 made January 10. I860, hy Allen Fort, 
Jr. SEJ of NW| Section 36, Township 15. South, Range 
23, East — amount of purchase money $19.49. 

Ordered, That the amount of purchase money be re- 
funded to James H. Howard, the assignee of said Fort. 

A letter was received from the President of the Flor- 
ida Southern Railway Company enclosing the Certifi- 
cate of the Chief Engineer that the seventh ten miles of 
said Company's railway had been graded and cross-tied 
from Station 528, on the line of road between Perry 
Junction and Ocala, South to Station 10o6; and asking 
that the lands to which said Company i« en fir Jed undeY 
the grants by the Legislature be delivered to it: 
Which letter was read and placed on file. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, 

Secretarv, 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 9, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office- 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. 1/Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Cor ley. Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. William Kemble Lente, President of the Seville 
and Halifax Railroad Company, filed with the Trustees 
the plat of survey of said Company's road from Seville, 
on Lake George, to Daytona, on Halifax river, and the 
specifications of construction of said road, and requested 
that the even-numbered sections of Swamp and over- 
flowed lands within six miles of said road he reserved 
for the benefit of said Company. The specifications of 
construction are as follows : * 

First. The line of road for sixty feet from the center 
shall he cleared of all the standing timber. 

Second. The grading shall he for a single track, ex- 
cept at depots, turnouts and similar places where it shall 
be wider if required by tbi State Engineer, with a road- 
bed twenty feet wide in cuttings, with ditches from two 
to three and a half feet in depth below the grade with 
such widths as may be directed by the State Engineer, 
and eighteen feet wide on embankments at the grade line, 
with slopes of one and a half feet base to one foot rise; 
and in all excavations and embankments, they shall he 
constructed so as to have a perfect drainage, and not 
]»ermit any standing water to come within three feet of 
the lower line of the cross-ties. 

Third, The cross-lies shall bo of heart-yellow-pine, cy- 
press, white, yellow, post, or Spanish, or live oak, white 
or red cedar, and not less than nine feet long, with not 
less than nine inches face and eight inches in thickness, 
and shall be well and carefully bedded, and laid within 
two and one-half feet from centre to centre. 

Fourth. At all water-ways sufficient space shall he left 
for the unobstructed passage of water, and at all points 
on the line of the road where side ditches can be cut that 
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will carry off the surface water they aball be constructed 
by the Company. 

fifth. In the crossing of all streams, bridges shall be 
constructed according to plana to be approved by the 
State Engineer. Mo navigable streams will be crossed. 

Sixth. The gauge of the road shall be four feet, eight 
and one-half inches. (4 feet 8£ inches). 

Seventh. The iron rail used Bhall not weigh less than 
fifty-six (56) pounds per lineal yard, and be of the beat 
quality of iron, and be well fastened to the road by the 
best quality of spikes and plates. 

Eighth. The entire equipment shall be of the first class, 
and shall be sufficient at all times for the prompt trans- 
portation of all the passengers and freight ordinarily of- 
fering. 

Sin-th. The grade on no portion of this road shall ex- 
ceed forty-five feet per mile; and no single curve shall 
exceed three degrees of curvature, or be adopted, unless 
approved by the State Engineer. 

On motion, the specifications of construction of said 
road were ap proved. 

The following resolution was adopted; 

Resolved, That the alternate sections of Swamp lands, 
embraced in the even -numbered sections, lying within six 
miles on either side of the mute of the Seville and Hali- 
fax River Railroad, be reserved from sale, until the fur- 
ther order of this Board, for the purpose of aiding in the 
construction of said road. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the specifications 
of construction of the Palatka and Sanford Railroad, 
from Palatka to Sanford, submitted for the approval of 
the Board by C. P. Lansing, President of the road, as 
follows, to wit: 

Ffr&£, The line of road for sixty feet from the centre 
shall be cleared of all standing timber. 

Second. The grading shall be for a single track, ex- 
cept at depots, turn outs and similar places where it shall 
be wider if required by the Engineer; with a mad bed 
fourteen feet wide in cuttings, with ditches of such width 
and depth as to insure perfect drainage, and nine; ■ feet 
wide on embankments at the grade line, with slopes of 
one and a half to one. In all excavations and embank- 

7 I. I. 



neDta a perfect drainage shall be. secured, and no staud* 
ing water will be allowed to come witliiii three feet of 
the lower aide of the truss- ties. 

Third. The cross-ties shall he of pine, cypress or other 
durable wo4*l to he approved by the Engineer, and shall 
be six feet long, eight indies on the. face and Ave inches 
in thickness, well and carefully bedded, and laid within 
two feet from centre to centre. 

f-'nurth. On all water-ways sufficient apace shall be 
left for the unobstructed passage of water. 

Fifth. In the crossing of all streams good ami substan- 
tial bridges shall be constructed according to plans ap- 
proved by such engineer as may be designated by the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund; and over 
all 'streams that are navigated draws shall be pat in to 
admit the passage of all boat** or vessels usually navigat- 
ing the same, the plain of said draws to be approved by a» 
engineer appointed [>y said Trustees. 

ftirth. The goage of the road shall be three feet. 

Seventh. The iron or steel rail used shall not be tern 
than forty pounds to the lineal yard, and be of the best 
quality, secured to the ties with suitable spikes and 
plates. 

Kiffhth. The eatir* equipment shall be of the first class, 
and shall at all times be sufficient for the prompt trans- 
portation of all the passengers and freight ordinarily of- 
fering. 

Ninth. No grade shall exceed sixty feet to the mile, 
and no curve shall exceed four degrees of curvature, un- 
less approved by an examining Engineer appointed by 
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fnnd. 

On motion, the specification of construction of said 
railroad were approved. 

The plat of the survey of said road having been filed, 
the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolvvd, That the alternate sections of Swamp lands, 
embraced in the odd-numbered sections, lying within six 
miles on either side of the Route of the Palatka and San- 
ford Kailroad be reserved from sale until the further order 
of this Board, for the purpose of aiding in the construc- 
tion of said road. 

The following accounts were presented and approved: 

C. E. Dyke, printing and advertising, 9115.00. 



B. M. Burroughs, Timber Agent. Expenses for Decem- 
ber, fS5.25. 

George 1*. Rmiey, Telegrams and traveling excuses in 
altending the C. S. Cuurt at Jacksonville. $32.45. 

On motion, the Treasurer was ordered to pay to George 
P. Ranoy. one hundred dollars on ac^uut of professional 
•ervice* in the Vose Suit. 

The Attorney General to whom had been referred the 
natter of the claim of Joseph Bonifay embracing lands 
wild by the Trustees to Emory F. Skinner, laid before the 
Board the following communication, with accompanying 
piipe^^re»-<'ived from the Commissioner nf tlir> General 
IjanflPftice : 

Department of the Interior, 
General Land Office, 
Washington, D. C, Jan. 4, 1882. 
Bob. G**i. P. Ranej, 

Attorney general. Florida. 

Tallahassee, Fla, * 

•ir: 

I am in reeeipt of your letter of November 2d last rela- 
tive to the private land claim of Joxtph Bonifay, num- 
bered 8 in the report of the Commissioner^ for West 
Florida (A in. State Papers. Duff Green's ed., Vol. 4, ,p. 
•9). and confirmed by the firBt section pf the Act of 
Congress approved May 23, 1828— Stats 4. p. 284. 

There appears to have been no survey of thi* con- 
firmed claim by the United States, and it does not, there- 
fore, appear upon our plat or tract books. There waa, 
however, a Spaninh survey of said claim, which f* proba- 
bly on file with the Archives of West Florida. 

In compliance with your request I transmit herewit* 
copies of the papers in the case found on file* here — They 
consist of a letter from the Receiver, at Tallahassee, 
dated July 22, 1839, asking for instructions, and inclos- 
ing a copy of a petition by Joseph Bonifay addressed to 
the district officers at Tallahassee, accompanied by a 
copy of the original grant and plat of survey, certified 
under the signature and seal of the "Keeper of the 
Public Archives of West Florida." 

I am unable to say why this office failed to pay atten- 
tion to the case at that time; or why the parties in in- 
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terest have oev«r attempted to procure a United States 
snrvey and patent in this claim. 

I think there can he no doubt as to the locus of this 
claim upon the examination of the very explicit descrip- 
tion of the land i a peninsula) contained in the original 
grant and the Spanish plat. 

It is probable that the parties in interest have consid- 
ered the claim fully vested in them by the confirmatory 
act. and fully protected under the local laws without a 
United States patent. 

The claim was confirmed not to exceed a league square ; 
and the land possesse'd under the grant containing a much, 
smaller area, they had nothing to relinquish unde^Bhe 
provisions of the 2d Section of the act of 1828 aforewW; 
and there would appear to be nothing to prevent the pres- 
ent claimants from applying for a survey and patent now 
as evidence of title from the government. 
Very respectfully, 

N. C. McFABLAND, 
Commissioner. 

The said letter and the accompanying papers were or- 
dered to be placed on file. 
The Board then adjourned. 

Attest: W. r>; BLOXHAH, President. 

HUGH A. COBLE Y, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 12, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William P. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

Bir Edward Iteetl appeared before Ihe Board and con- 
ferred with the Trustees respecting the time and mode of 
payment of the balance due upon the four million acres 
of land purchased by Mr. Hamilton Disston. 

The following accounts were presented and approved : 
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B. M. Burroughs, Timber Agent, amount paid I. M. 
Blake for surveying State land* tree [unwed on. £'0.o0. 

C. A. Bryan, Jr. Binding Record of Deeds. $5.00. 
The Board then adjourned. 

Attest: W. D. MLOXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, January 13, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxhnm, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
* George P. Raney, Attorney General, 

Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 

John A. Henderson. Esq.. appeared before the Board 
and presented for payment i Bond of {be Commissioners 
of the St. Johns and Indian river Canal for five hun- 
dred dollars. Numbered 41. with 40 interest coupons at- 
tached, each forf20. said bond failing due April 1st. 1880. 
The said bond not being embraced in the list furnished by 
the Secretary of said Tonal I 'onmtissioners as having been 
lawfully issued, the same was referred to the Attorney 
General for investigation: and. |M>ndtng such investiga- 
tion, it was ordered that any of the Internal Improvement 
lands specially reserved for the payment of the Bonds of 
said Canal Commissioners, which may lw applied for by 
the holder of Baid Bond No. 41 to be paid for therewith, 
shall be reserved from pale for Ae benefit of the appli- 
cant until Aa ouertum of the validity of said bond shall 
he decided. 

Sir Edward .T. Reed appeared before the Board and sta- 
led that he had entered into an agreement, with Hamilton 
Diss ton whereby the said Reed is to make the remaining 
payments to this Board due on said contract and to re- 
teive from the said Ilisstnn a certain portion of the lands 
purchase*] tinder said contract, and the said Reed offered 
to make a payment now on said contract and within forty 
days from date to make u further pavment. which in the 
ajfjrregate will imike the miui of £200.001), «iid payments 
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to be considered as made January 1, 1882; wlieretlpom, 
the following telegram was sent to Mr. Disston : 

Tallahassee, Florida, January 13, 1S82. 
To Hamilton Disaton, 

S. E. comer Third and Chestnut Streeis, 
Philadelphia. Pa. : 
Sip Edward Reed proposes paying in about one hundred 
and sixty thonsand dollars coupon indebtedness ae of the 
first day of this month for you, on your land purchaee. 
If you so direct we will receive it, and not claim any for- 
feiture of your contract for forty days. AnBwer and 
mail us a copv of vour contract with him. 

W. D. BLOXHAM. 
The Board tlien adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. OOBLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 14, 1882. 
The Board met in thp Executive Office. 
Present: Willfani 1>. Rloxham, Governor. 
William T>. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engie, Treasurer. 
George P. Rune v. Attorney (leu era). 
Hugh A. Oorley. Commissioner of Land* 
and Immigration. A 

The following reply was received to the telegram sent 
to Mr. Disston yesterday, to wit: 
To fiot. W. 1>. Blnxhnm : 

You will please accept the money which Sir Edward J. 
Reed proposes to pav on mv contract. Have mailed copy; 

HAMILTON 1HSSTON. 
And. thereupon, it was Resolved, to receive from Mr. 
Bisston. the hands of Sir Edward J. Reed. »158.2U 31-10* 
of duly adjudged coupon i ndebtedneas on such land par- 
chase, and not to claim any forfeiture of Mr, Itisston** 
contract until after the lapse of at least forty days fr 
yesterday. 

Tlte Board then adjourned. — 

Attest: W. R BLOXn AM, President. 

HTOH A. rORLEY. Secy. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, Jan nary 18, 1883. 

The Hoard met in the Executive Office. 

Present : William I). Bloxbum. Governor. 
William I). Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. I.'Engle, Ti-easurer. 
George 1*. Kaney, Attorney General. 
Hvgh A. Corley. Commissioner of I^nnda & 
Immigration. 

The minutes* of the four la at meetings were read and ap- 
proved. 

The governor laid before the Hoard a common icatiom 
from Sir Edward J. Reed, enclosing for information and 
record a copy of the agreement between himself and 
Hamilton DisBton for the purchase of two million acrei 
of land, aad said agreement was ordered spread upon the 
minutes of the Board, and is as follows, to wit: 

Agreement made this Seventeenth day of December, 
1881, Between Sir Edward J. Reed., of the County of Kent, 
England, of the first part, and Hafnilton Disstan, of the 
City of Philadelphia, by 3. J. Dunne, his attorney in fact, 
of the second part. 

The party of the first part shall complete the purchase 
of four million acres of land under the contract between 
the said party of the second part and the Board of Tnw- 
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of 
Flot-! !a. dated June 1st. 1881. by making payment of five 
hundred thousand dollars, balance due under the said con- 
tract, as modified, either in cash or indebtedness of the 
said Internal Improvement Fund of Florida, as require* 
by the terms of said contract, or as may be acceptable t» 
the said Board of Trustees, said payments to be made o« 
or before the first day of January, 1882, or at sneh other 
time or times, not later than the first day of July, 1882, 
and in such amount or amounts as may be aeeecptable t» 
the said Board of Trustees — it being the understanding 
that the party of the first part shall assume the fins! 
payment in lieu of the party of th« second part and shall, 
before the first day nf January. 1882, enter into an agree- 
ment with the said Board of Trustees fixing the times ani 
teniM of pa*im-m of sai<l f50ft.n<M), 

The party of the second part shall accept a draft draws 
by the pnvty of the first part ou him dated the &e<rem- 
tenth day of f>ecember. 188$, for the sum of fifty thon* 
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a ml dollars, payable three days after date, and also a 
draft for the Rtitn of fifty thousand dollars, dated the 
twentieth day of December, 1881, payable twenty days 
after date; provided that, before accenting either of said 
draft"", the party of the second part shall receive from 
Lconidns M. Lnwson. Traaii . ■ * ritten :*" t: Nation thai 
there has heen executed and delivered to him a a assign- 
ment of the deem entered in the Circuit Court of the 
Foiled Stales for the North' rn 1 M strict of Florida in the 
earn of Vnse vs. The Trustees, of (he Internal Improve- 
ment Fund of the Ftate of Florida, in favor of said com- 
plains nt. and that there has heen deposited with him 
about fifty five thousand dollars nf matured enmmns and 
interest constituting an indebtedness against the said 
Trustees of said Internal Improvement Fund. 

The party of the second part shall, on the completion 
of the said pavment of $500,000, convey to the party of 
the first port in fee simple two million acres of the 
4,000,000 acres of land purchased under said contract, the 
said 2.0(10.000 acres to be selected and designated in the 
following manner: The party »f the second part shall 
first select one million five hundred thousand acres, the 
bodies of land to he selected from to consist of the laud 
already conveyed to the party of the second part and of 
the balance of the land from which the four million acres 
is to be selected under said contract. The party of the 
second part shall then convey to the parry of the first 
part siu-h portion of the said. land conveyed to him as 
aforesaid as he shall not have selected as part of his one 
million five hundred thousand acres, and then the party 
of The first part shnll select under the terms of said con- 
tract, in bodies of not less than ten thousand acres, or in 
each other amounts as said Trustees may c onsen t to. snch 
qaantify of tajtd as shall 1k» sofficcut, with the said land 
to be conveyed to him as nforesaid. as will complete the 
two million acres. Tt being the understanding that no 
portion of the five hundred thousand acres of land agreed 
ander the terms of said contract to be conveyed in smaller 
bodies than ten thousand acres shall be selected as part 
af the two million acres. 

The party of the first part shall, at the time of the exe- 
cution and delivery of this agreement, ejceente and deliver 
a» Leonidns M. Lawson, as Trustee, an assignment of the 
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decree entered in tlie Circuit Court of (he United States 
for the Northern District of Florida in the case of Vose 
vb. The Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida, in favor of said complainant; and shall, 
also, at the eaiae time deposit with the said Leonidas Mi 
Lawson. Trustee, matured coupons and interest amount- 
ing to about $55.0011, const i tilting an indebtedness against 
the said Internal Improvement Fund; and shall, also, on 
or before the tirst day of April, 18S2, also deposit with 
the said Leonidas M. Lawson, Trustee, one hundred «nd 
four thousand dollars of the unmatured coupons consti- 
tuting an indebtedness against the said Internal Improve- 
ment Fnnd; and the said Leonidas M. Lawson, Trustee, 
shall use the said decree and matured coupons and unma- 
tured coupons as they mature in making payments on ac- 
count of the said five hundred thousand dollars, balance, 
according to the terms of the agreement to be entered into 
between the party of the first part and the said Board of 
Trustees, as above mentioned. And in the event of the 
failure of the party of the first part to complete, or cause 
to be completed, the said purchase by making, or causing 
to be made, the said payment of five hundred thousand 
dollars, as above provided, on or before the first day of 
July, 1882, then the party of the first part shall retain the 
eaid one hundred thousand dollars, and in consideration 
therefor and as liquidated damages for the non-perform- 
ance of this contract, the said Leonidas M. Lawson, Trus- 
tee, shall assign to the party of the second part the aaid 
decree and deliver to him so much of the said indebted- 
ness deposited with him as aforesaid, and consisting of 
matured and unmatured coupons as shall not hare been 
paid Over op imjount of mid five hundred thousand dol- 
lars balance. 

All selections and conveyances of land provided 'tfrtffc4» 
agreement shall be completed on or before the first day of 
July, eighteen hundred and eighty -two. 

The party of the first part shall not be prejudiced by 
aey acfion of the Circuit Court of the United States for 
ftie Nortln'rn District of Florida adverse to the parties 
to this agreement. 

In WitnfM Whereof, We. the said Pir Edward .L Reed" 
and Tlja mil ton Disstou. bv It is attorney in fart, J. .7. 
Dunne, have hereunto set our hands a til i-eals. in tripfl- 



j 



rate, the Seven? eonth day of December, eighteen hundred 
and eighty-one. 

Signed, Settled & del It- . H. -J. ItEED <L 8) 

ered in presence of u*. > HAMILTON DI88T0N, (L 8) 

G. D. Willard. 1 By J. J. Donne, his atty in fact. 

I, Leonidas M. I.awson. hereby accept the trust con- 
tided to me in tin* above agreement. Witness my band 
this Seventeenth day of December, eighteen hundred and 
eighty -one. 

L. M. LAWSON, Trustee. 

The Governor also laid before the Board a copy of said 
agreement transmitted by Hamilton Disston, agreeing 
with the foregoing except that in the Tommencement the 
date is given as the Seventh December, 1881, instead o* 
the Seventeenth. 

A letter was received from E. J, Dunne, on behalf of 
Mr. Hamilton IMsttton, requesting payment for lire land* 
sold by the Trustees of the selections made by him in hi* 
purchase of four million acres— The Salesman was in- 
structed to report to the Bonrd the a mo ant of such sales. 

The account of -lames T. Magbee for advertising in the 
Tampa Guardian "Notice to settlers upon the Disston 
Porehase.' ? amounting to $fi.OO, was presented and ap- 
proved. 

The following change of Entry was allowed : Entry 
No. 7586, made May 16, 1876, by William Taylor. Senior, 
from the NE{ of 8K} Section 23, Township 7. South, 
Range 28. East, to the NF|- of 8E4, Section 23, Township 
7. Sontb, Range 29. East. 

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from the 
Pom mis si oner of the General Land Office stating that 
the NWJ. Nj of SW} and SWi of SW} of Section 4, T 
5 S. R 2fi E. patented as Swamp land July 5, ISofi. ha* 
been sold by the Courted States.- to John Brantley Ortebeiv 
4. lR5r>. which sale was confirmed by the act of Gongrea* 
of Moreh 3, 18-"7, and requesting thai >=aid Innds l»e relin- 
quished to'fhe T'nited Stales. 

The Gum miss inner of T.ands and Immigration stated 
that »aid lands had been sold by th** Trustees of the f. 1. 
Fund and conveyed by deeds to Wilti«m Fleming and Mar- 
garet Fleming— that they are now held by Lonis I. Flew 
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Ing under deeds from the said William & Margaret Flem 
ing— that the said Louis I, Fleming had been requested to 
reeonvey said lands to the Trustees in order that tne t*tle 
of the Rtate may be relinquished as requested by the Oom- 
missioner of the General Land Office— a nd^ that the said L. 
I. Fleming refuses to surrender bis title. 

Ordered, That the facts as above stated be commnn : ra- 
ted to the Commissioner of the Genral Land Office. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 23, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer . 
George P. Raney, Attorney 6ene.ral. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands k 
Immigration. 
Maj. W. H. Dial, on behalf of the Florida Midland and 
fieorgia Railroad Company, presented and filed the plat of 
the Survey of the route of said Company's road, and re- 
quested a withdrawal from market of the lands granted 
to aid in the const rurt ion of said road under Chapter 3337 
of the Lswt of Florida. 
The following resolution was adopted : 
Remtved. that the odd-numbered Sections of Nwamp 
lands lying wilhin six miles on each side of the Midland 
Florida and Georgia Railroad, be reserved, from sale, until 
the further order of this Board, for the purpose of aiding 
in the construction of said road. 

The Board havinp reserved from saM fur the benefit of, 
the Jacksonville. St. Augustine and Halifax River Rail 
way Company the odd -numbered sections of Swamp T.aml* 
for six miles db each side, of said Company's road, on the 
28th day »f May las/, and no record ha vine )>een made of 
such action, it was Ordered, that *fc'» Secretary now enter' 
npon the minutes of the Board the fnct that such reserva' 
ttoii was made on said date. 

i . -— i 



Alexander St. Clair- Abranis, Esq., having adruissed a 
letter to the Governor inquiring whether the Trustees 
would sell to him the Swamp and Overflowed lands in the 
Oclawaha Valley, embraced in his contract for drainage, 
or such of them as are available to drainage, at less than 
the regular prices, and if so, at what price, the Governor 
was requested to reply to Mr. St. Clair* Abrums that the 
Board will not sell lands at less than the regular rates. 

The Salesman reported to the Board that by reason of 
the increased labors devolved upon him in the adjustment 
of the IHsaton purchase and the railroad grants, it is im- 
possible to do the work with the clerical force now in his 
employ, and that much of the work is behindhand — and. 
further, that the Abstracts of Sales have become so much 
worn and torn by constant use it is important that they 
should lie copied; Whereupon it was 

Ordered, That the Salesman be authorized to employ 
what clerical help may be necessary to conduct: ihe busi- 
ness of the office, and to bring up the I»lo.k work. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. P. BLOXFIAM, President. 

niTGH A. CORLEY. Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, January 27, IS8£. 
The Board met in the "Executive Office. 
Present : William P. ftloxham. Governor. 
William D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
W. T. Sylvester. Esq., President of the Atlantic, St. 
Johns and Indian River Railway, appeared before the 
Board and filed a plat of the survey of said Railway, ex- 
tending from St. Augustine to Palatka. thence to Enter 
prise, and thence to Titusville. on Indian river, and *•<-- 
qoested that the even-numbered sections of Swamp lands 
•to which the Company will be entitled u|>on the construc- 
tion of the road nnder the general laws of the State, *>o iv- 
perved from sale. 

The following resolution was adopted : 
Regalred, That the even-uumliered sections of Swamp 
>andh lying within six miles on either side of the route 
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of the Atlantic, St. Johns and Indian River Railway, be 
reserved from sale until the further order of this Board 
for the purpose of aiding in the i-omitruction of said rail- 
way. 

The Bonn! then adjourned. 
Ar teBt: W. I). BLOXHAM, 1'resident. 

HUGO A. COBLEY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, February *, 1882. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

I'reaent; William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Baney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands ft 
Immigration. 

The Seville and Halifax River Railroad Company filed 
an amended survey of the route of said road, and re- 
quested that the same be accepted in lieu of the survey 
previously filed; Whereupon, it was 

Ordered, that the change of route of the Seville and 
Balifax River Railroad be approved, such change not to 
affect any rights of third parties with respect to landB 
within six miles of the new route tut not within six miles 
of the first survey. 

The Sanford and Indian River Railroad Company hav- 
ing filed a plat of the survey of the road, a letter was re- 
ceived from James E. Ingraham, Esq., on behalf of said 
Company, asking a reservation of lands to aid in the con- 
El ruction of the road. 

The Secretary was instructed to inquire of Mr. Ingra- 
linni whether the Company desires a reservation of the 
odd-numbered or the even-numbered sections. 

On motion, it was ordered that the Treasurer pay to 
lion. C. W. Jones five hundred dollars as a retainer in the 
nj'jical before the Supreme Court of the United States 
fipiinst the orders of the U. S. Circuit Court at Jackson- 
ville allowing certain expanses and costs to Francis Vose. 

The following accounts were presented and approved: 

A. Doggett, Special Master, cert'd. statement of con- 
gas, f 75.00. 
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Western Union Telegraph Company for dispatches. 

Postage Salesmau's. Office for December, f 17.10. 

J. B, Collins, Clerk Salesman's Office for January, 
$50.00. 

The Becrelarj laid before the Board certain modifica- 
tion ^ of the details of const met km, as prescribed by the 
Internal Improvement Act. which had been adopted b.T 
the Paint ka and Indian Kiwer Hail way Company for the 
construction of it» roud, and a petition from said Com- 
pany asking that said modifications be approved — Said 
modified specifications are as follows: 

First. The line of road for sixty feet from the centre 
shall be cleared of all the standing timber. 

Seeoad. The grading shall be for a single track, except 
at depots, turn-outs mid similar places, where it shall be 
wider, if required by the State Engineer, with a road-bed 
foorteen wide In cuttings, with slo]>es of one foot base 
to one foot rise, with ditches from one and one-half to two 
feet in depth below grade; and eight feet wide on embank 
meats, at the grade line, with slojies of one anil one-hatf 
feet base to one foot rife; and in all excavations and em- 
bankments they shall be so constructed us to have a per- 
fect drainage, and not permit any standing water to come 
within three feet of the lower side of the cross ties. 

Third, All the cross ties shall be of heart yeltow pine, 
sypress. white, yellow, post, live, of Spanish oak, white or 
red cedar, and not less than six feet long, with not less 
than eight inches face and six inches in thickness, and 
shall lie well and carefully bedded, and laid within two 
feet from centre to centre. 

Fourth. At all water- ways, sufficient space Bhall be 
left for the unobstructed passage of water; and at all 
points on the line of the road where side ditches can be 
cat that will carry off the surface water, they shall be 
constructed by the Company under the direction of the 
State Engineer. 

Fifth. In the crossing of all streams the bridges shall 
be constructed according to plan^ approved by the State 
Engineer; and over all streams that are navigated suita- 
ble draws shall he put in to admit the passage of boats 
or vessels usually navigating the same, to be decided by 
the State Engineer, 
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Sisth. The guage of the railway shall be three feet. 

Sacath. The iron rail used shall -*ei£b not leas than 
thirty-five pounds per lineal yard on the main line, an 1 
pot less than twenty-five pounds j>er lineal jfard on the 
brunches, and be of the first quality of [won, and well fast- 
ened to the cross ties with the best una lily of spikes and 
fJates. 

Eighth. The entire equipment shall l»c of the first class, 
and shall at all times, be sufficient for the prompt trans- 
portation of all the passengers andlrcight ordinarily of- 
fering. » 

yinth. The grade shall not exeeed sixty-six feet per 
mile, and no single curve shall exceed six degrees curva- 
ture, or lie adopted unless approved by the 8tate Engi- 
neer, 

The foregoing specifications of construction .of the l'a- 
latka and Indian River Railway were approved by the 
Board. 

A letter was receive* frnm Hamilton lHsxton request- 
ing to be allowed a hearing before the Ito;trd before with- 
drawing lands in favor of the Jacksonville, Tampa and 
Key West Ran way Company for the extension of the road 
from near Bartow to Charlotte Harbor; 

Which was read and ordered placed on file. 

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office stating that 
through a cleaieal mistake the S$ of Section 1, T 4 N, R 34 
W, was embraced in Swamp Land Indemnity Patent No. 
4 to the State of Florida, and requesting that the appar- 
ent title of the State to said land be relinquished. 

The Governor was requested to execute a relinquish- 
ment of the State's title to the land thus erroneously 
patent, which was done. 

The following entry having been made by mistake, as 
shown by the affidavit of the purchaser, was cancels 1, 
and the purchase money amounting to $40.06 ordered re- 
funded: 

Entry No. 10599, made December 31, 1881, bv L. U. Mor- 
Ran. NE£ of NEJ Section 22, T 11 8, 1! 24 B, containing 
40.06 acres. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a leiter from W. K. 
Beard, on behalf of Sydney I. Wailes, stating I hat the St. 
Johns and ITalifax Railroad Company has requested Mr. 
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Wailes to relinquish to it the odd n;iuiL>ce-1 sections of 
hind entered by him along the rout> nf said mad, aud 
thai Mr. Wailes has consented to do su provided he can be 
permitted to select and enter other lands in lieu nf those 
so relinquished. 

The Secretary waB instructed to inform .Mv. Wailes 
that the Board will not consent to the. proposed su-range- 
meut. 

A letter was received from fJeorge <i. MoWhoiter, Esq., 
on behalf of MessrB. Minis and Mitligun stating that cer- 
tain lands were omitted in the grant of the right of way 
made December* 27. 187!). aod February 3, 1880. wh<ch are 
essential to the use of the right, and asking that they may 
be included therein. 

The fcillowing resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted on the 29th day 
of December, 1879, and amended February 3, 1880, grant- 
ing the right of way through certain lands to James B. 
Mima and Bufus Milljgan. be further amended by insert- 
ing the following described lands which were included in 
the original resolution of December 29, 1879, but omitted 
in the amendment adopted February 3, 1880, fb wit : 

The North West quarter of the South West quarter of 
Section Three; the South East quarter of the South East 
quarter of Section Four; the East half of the North East 
quarter, and the East half of the South East quarter of 
Section Nine; in Township Five. North, of Range Twenty- 
seven, West. 

The South East quarter of the South East quarter of 
Section Thirty-four, and the North East quarter of the 
North West quarter, and the South West quarter of the 
North West quarter, and the North West quarter of the 
South West quarter of Section Thirty- five, in Township 
Six. yorth. nf Range Twenty-wen, West. 

An application was received from Charles A. Fox, the 
assignee of Mary A. Macdonald, to be permitted to ent^r 
eighty acres of Swamp bind in lieu of the NWJ of SW} 
and SW{ of NW* of Section 16, T-20, 8, "« 30 E, which 
lands bad hc«n Fold to the said Mary A, Macdonald by 
Williams, Swtura & Tor ley. Agents ef the TT. S. Circuit 
Court, in 1873, and the purchase money paid over to the 
Treasurer of the Internal Improvement Fund, but which 
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was subsequently sold by tin- Trustees .tnd i-ouveyed by 
deed to umilher party. 

Ordered, That the Haiti Cfcafte* A. F»x lie allowed to 
futcr eighty acres of Swamp land in lieu of said lands 
sold by Williams, Swanu & Cor ley. 
The Hoard then adjourned. 

\V. 1). BLOXHAM, . 

President 
At tent : 

IIUOII A. CORLEY, gecrelury. 



Tallahassee, Florida, February 9, 1882. 
The Jtourd met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxuam, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Henry A. I/Eagle, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 

Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of T^aiids k 

* Immigration. 

The minutes of the last four meetings were read and 
approved. 

The Secretary laid before the Hoard the plat of survey 
of the l'ensaeola and Atlantic Railroad, from Fensacotrt 
to the Apalachicola river, and also a letter from Col, 
W. 1). Chlpley, General Superintendent of said road, ask- 
ing a withdrawal of the lands to which the Company is 
entitled to under its several land grants, aud that ail 
Muiupage contracts be canceled. 

The plat of survey was ordered placed on file, and the 
following resolution was adopted: 

Rcmltfd. That Ihe odd-numl>ered sections of the lands 
pasted to the State of Florida by the United States nn- 
der act of Congress of September 28. 1850, lying on each 
fide and within six miles of the line of the Pensacola and 
Atlantic Railroad, be withdrawn from sale until the 
further order of this Board, for the purpose of aiding in 
the construction of said road. 

8 1. I. 
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The Board then adjourned. 



\V. D. BLOX'HAM, 

President. 



Attest : 

HUGH A. CORLEY, Secretary. 



• Tjjillahassee, Florida. February 15th, 1882. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 

William D, Barnes, Comptroller. 

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 

William S. Sneden and Charles H. Smith presented to 
the Board a plat of the survey of that part of the route 
of the Jacksonville, St. Augustine and Halifax River 
Railway extending from St. AuguBtine to the Halifax 
River, and aRked lhat the State lands in odd-numbered 
sections within six miles on either side of said route be 
withdrawn fr>rn sale. 

The plat was orJcipj placed on file and the following 
resolution Wfta adopted: 

Resolved : Tbat the odd-numbered sections of the lands 
granted to the State of Florida by the United States un- 
der act of Congress of September 28th, 1850, lying on 
each side and within six miles of the line of the Jack- 
sonville, St. Augustine and Halifax River Railway be 
withdrawn from sale until the further order of this 
Board for the purpose of aiding in the construction of 
said road. 

Certain madifirations of the details of construction as 
prescribed by tlte Internal Improvement Act were pre- 
sent ed in behalf of said Company for the approval of the 
Boa rd. 

The Board then adjourned, 

W, D. BLOXHAM, 

President 
Attest : 

FRED'K. T. MYERS, Acting-Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, February. 18, 1882. 

The* Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present : William 1), Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
George P. Raney, Attorney-General. 

A letter from James E. Ingraham, stating that the 
Sanford & Indian River It. R. Company desired that the 
Board reserve from sale for the benefit of said Company 
the stale lands in odd-numbered sections along the line 
of it* route, was laid before the Board by the acting-sec- 
retary. 

Whereupon the Board passed the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the lands granted, to the State of Flor- 
ida by the United States under the act of Congress of 
September 28th, 1850, in odd-numbered sections on either 
side and within six miles of the line of the Sanford & 
Indian River Railroad be withdrawn from sale fop the 
benefit of said road, until the further ordered of the 
Board. 

The following modifications of the details of construc- 
tion or specifications prescribed by the Internal Im- 
provement act, which were presented on behalf of the 
Jacksonville, St. Augustine & Halifax River Railway 
company at the last meeting of the Board were approved, 
to wit: 

First: The line of the road for sixty feet from the cen- 
ter shall be cleared of all standing timber. 

Second: The grading shall lie for a single track ex- 
cept at depots, turnouts and similar places, where it shall 
he wider if required by the engineer, w'th a mad-bed 
fourteen (14) feet wide in cuttings, with ditches of 
such width and depth as to insure perfect drainage, and 
eight (8) feet wide on embankments at the grade line 
with slopes of one and one half to one foot. In nil ex- 
cavations and embankments a perfect drainage shall be 
seen red. and no standing water will be allowed to come 
within three feet of the lower side of the cross-ties. 

TJiird: All cross-ties shall be delivered on Hie "\w- of (he 
road and be of hertrt yellow pine, cypress, white, yellow, 
post, live or Rpanish onk, white or red cedar, six feet long 
with not le?s than eight inches face, and six inches in 
thickness, and shall be well and carefully bedded, and 
laid within two and one half feet from center to center. 
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Fourth; At all water ways sufficient space Khali be 
left for the unohst meted passage of water. 

Fifth; la the crossing of all streams, good and sub- 
stantial bridges skill be constructed according to the 
plans approved by the State Engineer, and over all 
streams that are navigated suitable draws shall be put in 
to admit the passage of boats or vessels usually navigat- 
ing the sanie, the plans of said draws to be approved by 
the State Engineer. 

Sifth ; The gauge of the road shall be three feet. 

fievcnth : The iron or steel rail used shall not weigh 
less than thirty pounds to the lineal yard, and be of the 
beet quality of iron or. steel, and be well secured to the 
ties with suitable spikes and pistes. 

Eighth; The entire equipment shall be of the first class 
and shall at all times be sufficient for the prompt trans- 
portation of all the passengers and freight ordinarily 
offering. 

Ninth ; The grades and curves shall be a« the Chief En- 
gineer may adopt, provided, however that no grades shall 
exceed eighty feet to the mile, and no cnrves shall exceed 
four degrees curvature unless approved by the State En- 
gineer. 

The bill of It. M, Burroughs. Timber Agent, for ex- 
penses for the month of January, amounting to Eighty 
four dollars and seventy five cents— was presented and 
ordered paid. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM. 

President, 

Attest : 
• FRED'K. T. MYERS, Act'g. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. February 28, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William T>. Bloxham, Governor. 
William T>. Barnes, Comptroller, 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
Hugh A. Corley. Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
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The minutes of the meetings of February 9th, 15th and 
18th" were read and approved. 

The Governor laid before the Board an application on 
behalf of the East Florida Railway Company for deeds 
conveying to said Company the lands granted to it by 
The legislature; and the said Company having furnished 
satisfactory proof of the completion of its railway from 
the St. Mary's river to Jacksonville and of its count ruc- 
tion according to the terms prescribed by the act ap- 
proved March 4, 1881, entitled "An Act to grant certain 
lands to the East Florida Railway Company," it was 

Ordered, That the Salesman prepare a deed for exe- 
cution by the Trustees conveying to the East Florida 
Kail way Company the Swamp lauds embraced in the 
even-numbered Sections lying within six miles on either 
side of said railway, to which the said Company are en- 
titled under the grant by the legislature. 

On motion, a committee was appointed, consisting of 
the Governor. Comptroller and Attorney General, to con- 
fer with Sir Edward J. Reed respecting the Sinking Fund 
of the Florida, Atlantic and Gulf Central Railroad. 

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from Sir 
Edward J. Reed informing him and the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund that Mr. C. D. Willard, of 
Washington. 1). C. will represent him (Sir Edward) 
fully during his absence in all matters pertaining to the 
land purchased by him from Mr. Hamilton Disston. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the following cer- 
tificate received from the Clerk of the Directors of the 
Florida Southern Railway Company : 

"At a meeting of the Directors of the Florida Southern 
Railway Company, held at the office of the Company, 
No. 40! Water Street, Boston, on Tuesday, Dec. 27th, 
1881. at 2 o'clock, P. M., Ou motion, duly seconded, it 
was FofrvJ: That the Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund be and they hereby are authorized to sell to 
any person now residing u|H>n the lands reserved by said 
Trustees for this Company, the lands embracing hie resi- 
dence and improvements — not exceeding eighty acres to 
any one settler without special vote of this Company — 
and may convey the same to such settler upon his filing 
an affidavit or proof of residence and improvements at a 
price of not less than one dollar per acre— and to receive 
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the purchase money therefor, and to hold, account and 
pay over the same without interest, when this Company 
would be entitled to the lands if unsold hereunder. And 
the Clerk of this Board is hereby instructed to send a 
certified copy of this vote to said Trustees. 

"I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of the 
vote passed at the above mentioned meeting." 

«WM. L. CANDLER, Clerk." 

Ordered, That sales be made to settlers upon the lands 
reserved for the Florida Southern Railway Company in 
the manner set forth in the above vote of said Company. 

The following accounts were presented and approved: 

S. L Niblack and George P. Raney. Expenses of two 
trips to Jacksonville investigating the Sanderson .Estate 
Coupons, and $20 paid by said Raney to said Niblack on 
fee acct, $68.00. 

Postage account Salesman's Office for January, $33.10. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved. That the stumpage upon cedar cord -wood 
shall be one dollar and fifty cents per cord. 

A report was received from James G. Rpeer, President, 
of the Apopka Canal Company, showing the progress of 
the work of equalling and dredging during the year 1881; 
which was read and placed on file. 

Entry No. 10351 made by Samuel A. Robinson Septem- 
ber 22, 1881, of the NEJ of NW| Section 25, Township 
23, South. Range 20. East, heing erroneous, said tract 
having been previously entered, and the deed having 
been returned and the land reconveyed, it was 
Ordered. That said entry he canceled and the purchase 
money paid and expenses incurred in making said entry 
and recording fees, amounting altogether to $41.75 be 
refunded to the said Samuel A. Robinson. 

Furnov White having made the prescribed affidavit 
that Entry No. lOfiOO. SEJ of Section 36, Township 10, 
South. Range 22. East, was erroneously made, and having 
returned his deed and remnveyed the land to the TruB- 
tees. it was Ordered, That said entry be canceled, and 
the purchase money, $12ft,17 paid for said land be re- 
minded. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Whereat. Hamilton l>isston and others, parties to the 
contract of February 26th, 1&S1, for the drainage of cer- 
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tain lands granted to the State of Florida, deposited 
five thousand dollars with this Board as the said contract 
provided: And Whereas, the Atlantic ahd Gulf Coast 
Canal and Okeechobee Land Company, successors of said 
Diseton and others did, on or about the 31st day of Jan- 
uary apply to this Board for a return of said sum of 
money to them, upon condition that they should deposit 
with this Board their obiigarion for a similar amouat, 
payable subject to the terms of said contract, the same 
to be endorsed by Baid Disston: And Whereas the Baid 
Company had actually commenced the work of drainage, 
having two dredges and a supply Bteamer and other 
property in t\ie State engaged therein, and having other- 
wise expended large sums of money in said enterprise: 
And Whereas, upon consultation of members of. the 
Board, it was agreed that such surrender should be made, 
and the Treasurer did bo surrender said money, receiving 
the said obligation, which is in the following words, to 
wit: 

The Atlantic and Gulf Gotta* ('anal and Okeechobee 
Land Company, a corporation under the laws of the State 
of Florida, for a valuable consideration hereby promises 
to pay to lienry A. L'Engle, Treasurer of the Board of 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fnnd of the State 
of Florida, the sum of five thousand dollars on the hap- 
pening of the condition hereinafter mentioned, and not 
otherwise — This note shall become due and payahle only 
in the event of the failure of said Company to reclaim 
two hundred thousand acres* of land from overflow in ac- 
cordance with the terms of a contract made between said 
Board of Trustees, of the one part, and Hamilton Disston 
and others, of the other part, and which Raid Disston 
and others have assigned and transferred to said corpor- 
ation, 

S. H. OBEY, Tretit. 

< Corporate Seal.) 

Attest: WM. CULBEBTSON, Secy. 
(Endorsed) HAMILTON DIHKTON. 

Therefore, ft? it Renolced. That such surrender was au- 
thorized and is hereby approved and ratified. 
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The Hoard then adjourned. 

W. I>. BLOXHAM, 

President 
Attest: 

man a. COBUBY, 

Set i-rtaiv. 



Tallahassee, Florida. Mar.li % 1882. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: William I). Rloxham, Governor. 
William D, Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. I/Englc, Treasurer. 
George P. Rauey, Attorney General. , 
Hugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands it 
Immigration. 

Mr. Roswell H. Mason. General Manager of the Patatka 
and Indian Kiver Railway appeared Itefore the Board and 
presented an amended surwy of the route of said Rail war 
from Palatka to Indian River, connecting with Mosquito 
LnpMin. with branches to St. Augustine. Astor and San- 
ford, and requested that the same lie substituted for the 
original survey of said railway now on file. Whereupon, 
it was 

Ordered. That the cl^nge of route of the Palatka and 
Indian River Railway lie approved as to the main line 
and the branches to Astor and Sanford. such change not 
to affect the rights «f ihird parties with respect to lands 
within six miles of the amended route hnt not within six 
miles nf the original route. 

On motion, it was ordered. That the swamp lands in the 
Oeklawnha Valley heretofore reserved from sale under 
the drainage contract with H. S. Sanford and his asso- 
ciates, and afterward* extended to Alexander Kt. Clair- 
Abrains and his associates, lie restored to market, and 
that all jiersons wlm have heretofore applied to enter any 
of said lands shall have the preferred right to do so for 
sixty days. 

Ordered. That the Salesman give notice of this action 
of the Roard to Alexander St. flair A brums, Esq., and to 
all parties who have applied to enter any of said lands. 

Tlie following resolution was unanimously adopted ; 



121 

flc it Rexotred by the Hoard of Trn*tee*v>f the Internal 
JmfH-nretnent Fund of Florida. THat all lands heretofore 
reserved fmra sale for the purpose of aiding in the con- 
struction of any mi Inmd, wt#w such reservation was not 
made in compliance with a special art of the J/egm)aUire, 
and where nn evidence bait been furnished to this Board 
Hint nny portion of such road has lieen completed, shall 
1*> restored to market on the first day of August next : 
Provided, hoicever, that if any Railroad Company for 
whose benefit such reservation has been made, shall, on or 
I .e fore said first day of August, furnish to this Board 
satisfactory proof that it has graded six miles of its road, 
the reservation for said company shall be extended: 
And Provided, further, thnt for sixty days after said 
lands shall have been restored to market, set Hers and 
persons owning improvemnts t heron shall have the pre- 
ferred right to enter the lands embracing their settle- 
ments and improvements, not exceeding eighty acres for 
each person claiming such privilege. 

On motion, the Secretary was instructed hi send to each 
Railroad Company for which lands are reserved by ft 
Special Act of the Legislature a copy of the resolution 
adopted by the Directors of the. Florida Southern Rail- 
way Company authorizing the Trustees to sell lands to 
settlers within the reserved limits, and requesting similar 
action. 

Hugh A. for ley tendered Ins resignation as Secretary 
of the Board, which was accepted, and Gen. William D. 
Barnes was elected Secretary. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. I». BmXllAM. President. 

HUGH A. CORI.EY, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. March 6, 1R82. 
The Board met in the Executive Office . 
Present : William D. Rloxhnm, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. I/Engle. Treasurer, 
George P. Raney, Attorney General: 
11 ugh A. Corley, Commissioner of Lands | 
Immigration, 
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The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

A letter was received from the President of the Florida 
Southern Railway Company enclosing the certificate of 
the Chief Engineer that the eighth section of ten miles 
of said railway had been graded and cross-tied. 

Hngh A. Corley presented a statement of his account 
for the sale of a rock a way and two horses belonging to 
the Trustees and formerly used in the swamp land indem- 
nity investigation, the amount received therefor being 
f225.n0 and the expenses obtaining, earing for the horses 
and repairing the Ro<knway amounting to $20.70, leav- 
ing a balance due the Internal Improvement Fund of 
f204,30, which statement was approved by the Board. 

The following accounts were presented and approved : 

Hngh A. Corley. Miscellaneous office expenses, $7.l>5. 

Joel B. Collins. Salary Clerk Salesman's Office in Feb- 
ruary, $60.00. 

C. B. Gwyun, Salary Clerk Salesman's Office in Feb- 
ruary, 150.00. 

Mr. Hugh A. Corley, resigned his position as Salesman 
of the Board, and P. Woodson White, Esq., was elected 
Salesman in his stead. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. P. BARNES. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. Marcb 8th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William T>. Bloxham. Governor. 
William I"). Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White. Commissioner of Land* and 
Immigration. 

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved. 
The following resolution was offered and adopted : 
Be it Resolt-fd op the Board of Trustee* of the Jntemal 
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida. That when- 
ever the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Cana"! and Okeechobee 
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Land Company, the successor of Hamilton Disston and 
others, under the contract for drainage ma^le and entered 
into February 26th, 1881, and subsequently amended, 
shall notify this Board that it has reclaimed two hundred 
thousand acres of land under said contract, and shall 
furnish a list or statement of the lauds which it claims to 
have reclaimed, this Board will appoint some competent 
person as Com miss inner on the part of the Trustees of 
the Internal Improvement Fund to examine the work done 
and the lands thereby drained, and said Company rhall 
also appoint some competent person to act as Commis- 
sioner on the part of the said Company to unite in such 
examination — and if, upon such examination, the two 
Commissioners shall find and report that two hundred 
thousand acres of land, or a large quantity, hive been re- 
claimed and drained and rendered fit for cultivation by 
said Company according to the terms of said contract by 
permanently lowering the waters as provided in said con- 
tract, and that the work done hy said rompany is suffi- 
cient to keep such lands ]»ermanently reclaimed, drainpd 
and fit for cnltivation in the manner and as provided by 
said contract and is in all olher respects in compliance 
with the intent and requirements of said contract — and 
shall in snch report specify the work done and the lands 
so reclaimed and rendered fit for cnltivation, then the 
Trustees will convey by deed to said Company that por- 
tion of the lands tn whirh it is entitled nn^er said eou- 
tract- — and if the said Commissioners shall not acree 
tom-hir-i? any portion of the lands claimed to have been 
reclaimed, or as to the sufficiency of wnrk or works done 
by said Company, they shall be authorized to refer the 
points of difference to the decision of some third person 
to ho selected by them and approved by the said Trustee* 
and the Company, and the decision of such third person 
shall lie held valid and binding upon the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund and said f'omnflny. 

Resolved further that it is understood that the said 
contract above mentioned does not apply to Kchool lands. 
The following re«olntion was al*o adopted: 
Resolved, that the Treasurer of the Board of Trustees 
(if the Internal Improvement Fund is herehy author isted 
to sell tlie Ftorida 7 per cent Bonds of 1871. held ic the 
Sinking Fund of the Florida. Atlantic and Ofilf Ceutral 
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Rail Road and the per cent Bonds of 1ST:' — except the 
flJHMMX) bond of that issue held by the Fund — and i-'in- 
rest the proceeds of such sale in Florida, Atlantic and 
Gulf Central tail Road Bonds, 

On motion it was ordered that a deed to the following 
lands to wit: X4 of NKJ Section 21. Township 37 South 
Range 23 East conveyed by mistake to A. A. Robinson be 
made to Robert S. Griffith, upon the said Robinson i rciin • 
veying the same to the Board. 

The following resolution was then adopted: 

Resolved, that any actual settler on land which haa 
been withdrawn from sale under the Act of 1870 (Chapter 
316y) amending the General Law for the incorporate n 
of Rail Roads and Canals may enter the lands emhraf.iFg 
his residence and improvements, such land to be m a coth- 
]>act body and not to exceed Eighty acres In quantity; 
Provided, however, this resolution shall not apply to any 
settler who has located or made his improvements since 
the withdrawal of the binds so settled. 

Resolved, that the above l»e published by the Salesman 
in two Newspapers in this State. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. 1>. BARXES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. March lOtli. 1S82. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William I>. Bloxham. Governor. 
William 1». Barnes. Coinptrolict. 
Henry A. I.'Engle, Treasurer. 
George I'. Rnnev. Attorm^y, General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The minutes of last meeting were read and approved. " 
John A, Henderson, Esqr.. laid before the Board a com 
niuniwition from C B. Willard. Esqr., in behalf of Sir 
Edward J. Reed making application for "extension of 
time to first day of July next to make the remaining pay- 
ment on the land contract of Mr. Hamilton Oisaton. sub 
ject to interest as of the first day of January las;." 



On motion, action thereon war postponed until ihe 22ud 

mat. 

The Governor laid before tlie Hoard a comma nidation 
from P. 1*. Maxwell, General Supt.. refwrtlsft the » onple- 
1ion of the Fern and ina and JncksnnviM • TfaM R;.nd. and 
asking tlint an Engineer l>e appointed to ins|»vt and re- 
ceive the same if found built in accordance with the re- 
quirements. 

Tt was ordered that the State Engirt"*" Ipe instructed to 
examine and report upon the work of .-onst ruction of sa>d 
Road. ' • 

The Account of Hie Florida Viiinn, for publishing BOtfca 
to settler* on the Disston purchase, amounting to Six Dol- 
lars (tfi.OO) waR ordered oaid. 

In the matter of the petition of Tieti ! fl W. Hill of North 
rarolinn in the Circuit Court of Leon County to establish 
a InRt Bond of the Fensacola and Georgia Rail Road for 
fl .000.00. it was ordered thai it be referred to the Hon. 
Gen. P. Raney with power to represent the Board, and to 
male stu-h nrrancejuentR in regard to service of notice as 
he shall deem proper. 

The following resolution was presented and unanimous- 
It adopted : 

Enmlml. That the TTon. Silas T* Xibluck, Ite ■mployed 
as Agent of the Trusteed of the Internal Improvement 
Fund to make an examination of the lands crauten" to the 
State of Florida na Swamp InndR under the Act of Sep- 
tember 2St li , 1S.10. and which are embraced in the con- 
tract for drainage made by Raid IVqUwi with "The At- 
lantic & Gulf CnaRt Canal and Okeecholwe Land f"om- 
panv." That Rueh examination Rhall embrace the lands 
in the following litniis : AH the lands in I'olk and Mana- 
tee Counties east of Range 27. and also TowuRhips 38, 39. 
40. 41 & 42 of Ranges 2fi & 27 in Manatee County; all of 
Monroe County on the main land south of tfie CaJ.tOR.ihnt- 
fhie river: TownRhip 25, of Ranees 28, 29. 30. 31 & 32 n 
Orange County, and all of said County south of Township 
-~>: all of Brevard County lying Went of the following 
'inc. commencing at the north cast corner of T. 2.">. Ranee 
32, thence smith two Town shins, themv oast one Town- 
ship, thence south two Townships, thence east to flft> 
north east corner of T 30 R 37. thence south throe Town- 
•liipfl, thence east one Township, theme south 1o the 
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northern Boundary of Dade County — and. all of Hade 
County except that portion lying north of T 33, and east 
of the ridge separating the lauds overflowed from Okee- 
chobee and the Everglades from the Atlantic *oast. 

That such examination shall be for ll"e purpose of 
ascertaining the general character cf tl^r Bwantp lands 
within said limits with respect to then* liability to over- 
flow, and estimating what proportion of said lands will 
be reclaimed by the work of drainage contracted to be 
done by The Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and Okee- 
chobee I^and Company or their aucceessors or assigns, 
and what proportion of said lands ar? already high ;md 
dry enough for cultivation and will not therefore be re- 
claimed by the proposed work. 

The Agent will report to the Trustees the result »f his 
examination, and shall also give his opinion and views 
resulting therefrom as to whether or not it will l>e ad- 
visable to have a thorough examination and survey made 
of the State lands within said limits and a list prepared 
designating those not now subject to overdow. and sepa- 
rating them from the other lands embraced in (he district 
of country contracted to be reclaimed. 

Resolved that a copy of this resolution be furnished 
the Officers of the Atlantic and Gulf Toast Canal and 
Okeechobee Land Company and that they bf» Inviied to 
furnish an Afrent to accompany the igent of the Board in 
the examination as provided in th* foregoing resolution. 
It wns ordered by the Board that for the sendees to be 
performed by the Hen. 8. L. Nibla-'k In pursuance of Hie 
foregoing resolution, he shall reeen - his actual travelling 
expenses, and the sum of Two hntiured Dollars (^200) 
per mnnth for the time hs is engaged hi 1hs work, oount- 
in*r from the time of his departure from his home for that 
purpose. * 

The following resolution was offered and adopted: 
Resolved, That in the division of the land*« embraced in 

the contract, for drainage entered into between Hie Trus- 
tees of The Intercal Improvement Fund of the State of 
Florida, and "The Atlantic and Gulf Toast Canal and 
Okeechobee Land Company," the Trustees take the even 
nam he red sections, and the said Company take the odd 
numbered sections, in each Towndiip, and that the Trus- 
tees and eaid Company, respectively, take alternately the 
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section remaining in each Township after said Trustees 
a iid Company shall each have taken Seventeen sections as 
aforesaid in a Township, and that fractional Towi ships 
be divided on a similar basis of equality, — And«that a 
copy of this resolution be furnished said Company for 
their concurrence. 

Resolved further } feat the Salesman of the Board put 
on market to actual settlers the lands falling to the Trus- 
tees in the division aforesaid. 

The Account of Kilos L. Niblack, for expenses of trip 
to Tallahassee on business foj the Board, amounting to 
Thirteen 40-100 Dollars, was ordered paid. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. I>. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BABNE&, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, March 22d, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William* D. Bloxhain, Governor. 
William 1). Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W r oodson White, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 

The Governor laid before the Board the following com- 
munication from the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and 
Okeechobee Land Company: 

"The Atlantic and Golf Coast Canal 
and 
Okeechobee Land Company 
of Florida 
Office — North East Corner Third and Chestnut Streets, 

Philadelphia, March Ifith, 1SS3. 
Governor W. D, Bloxham, President Board of Trustees In- 
ternal Improvement Fond, Tallahassee, Florida. 
Dear Sir: ' 

We have appointed Col. J. J, Dunne, as our representa- 
tive to settle with your Honorable Board, all questions 
relating to the settlement of our drainage area; the with- 
drawal of lands along the line of the East Coast Canal, 
and all questions arieirg thcrcou. 
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Trusting that you will give these subjects early atten- 
tion, 1 am, 

* Your* Respectfully, 

s. it. mtmr. 

President/' 

A com imm Station from Capt. \V. 1>. Chipley, Vice Pres- 
ident and (Jeneral Superintendent of the Pensaeola and 
Atlantic Rail Koad Company, requesting a modification 
of tlte details of construction of said road as to required 
size of cross ties, accompanied by a report of Chief En- 
gineer, was read and thereupon the following reKolution 
was adopted : 

Remind, That the third specification of the details of 
construction of the Pensaeola and Atlantic Railroad ha 
modified so as to allow the use of cross t!es nine feet long 
with eight inches face and six inches in thickness, pro- 
vided the said ties shall I/- well and carefully bedded and 
not more than two feet from cenlre to centre — but on any 
portion of said road which may be constructed with cross 
ties inches face and 7 inches in thickness, the Company 
shall not he required l<> place them lews than two and 3 
half feet from centre to i^ntre. 

The following Preamble and Resolutions were also 
adopted : 

Whereas, The Peninsular Railroad Company has furn- 
ished satisfactory proof that it has completed and equip- 
ped its line of Railroad from Waldo to Ocalo. and haw 
constructed said road under the provisions and specifica- 
tions of the Intern »' Improvement Act and amend men t% 
thereto ; 

Resolved. That a deed be prepared for the signature (if 
the Trustees conveying to the 1'en insular Railroad Com- 
pany the even numbered sections of Swamp lauds lying 
within six miles of the route of said road, and selected 
by said Company in lieu of and indemnity for the lands in 
the odd numbered sections which would have inured to 
said Company but which were inadvertently sold by the 
Trustees as authorized by the order of the V. S. Circuit 
Court February lftth, 1880, upon the Petition of said 
Company in the suit of Francis Vose vs. Trustees I. I. 
Fund. 

Renal red. That a deed be prepared for the signature of 
the Trustees conveying to the Peninsular Railroad Com- 
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pa ny the odd numbered sections of land belonging to the 
Interna] Improvement Fund within six miles on each 
side of the line of said Railroad from Waldo to Ocala. 

A letter was presented and read from J. E. Ingraham, 
President of the Houth Florida Railroad Company, re- 
questing the Board to send an Engineer to examine and 
report upon the work of construction of the extended lint 
of said road from Orlando to Kisajmmee. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAH, President 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 24th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William P. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. Woodson White, Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration. 

The account of Clarence Shine for copying letters from 
Letter Book of Land Office for use of Trustees was pre- 
sented and allowed for Four Dollars. 

Col. J. J. Dunne appeared before the Board in behalf 
of the Atlantic and Golf Coast Canal and Okeechobee 
Land Company, and asked that the six mile reservation 
of the Swamp lands on each side of the Atlantic and Gulf 
Coast Canal made on the 5th of July, 1881, be changed 
from the odd to the even numbered sections — Whereupon 
the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the reservation of the odd-numbered sec- 
tions of Swamp land for six mile* «n each side of the At- 
lantic and Gulf Coast Canal, made by resolution of this 
Board on the 5th of July 1881, be changed from the odd 
to the crew-numbered sections, and that the withdrawal 
be from this date, and subject to the further order of the 
board ; provided, that the reservation does not interfere 
with any heretofore made in favor of other corporations. 

The. following resolution was offered and adopted : 

9 I. i. 



Rcsolird, That the Salesman be and is hereby directed 
to make no private wile of Swamp Land Indemnity Certi- 
ficates that may be hereafter received. Provided however 
that nothing herein shall conflict with the contract here- 
tofore made with Geo. G. McWhorter. 

The following resolution was then adopted: 

Resolved, That the Attorney General confer with Hon. 
Hugh A. Corley. as to securing his servieces, on terms to 
be agreed npon. in selecting and securing the Internal 
Improvement lands due the State. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

\Y. D. BARNES. Secretarv. 



Tallahassee, Fla., Mmvh 25, 1882* 
The Board met in the Attorney General's Office. 
Present : Wm. T>. Blnxhani, Governor. 
H. A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 
P. W, White, Cow. of L. & Immigration. 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney Gen I. 
The Attorney General was appt'd Secretary pro tern. 
The Governor was directed to send the following com- 
munication to Col. 3. J. I>unne, Agent of Hamilton TMhr- 
ton : 

"Tallahassee. Fla.. March 25, 1882* 
Col, J. .T. Dunne. Agent of Hamilton Disston : 

Sir: In accordance with the action of the Board of 
Trustees it becomes my duty to notify you that the Board 
will expect a payment of forty thousand dollars in ten 
days from this date and one hundred thousand dollars 
on the first day of May next under their contract with 
Hamilton Disston. Your prompt attention to this mat- 
ter is requested. 

Respectfully, 

W. D. BLOXHAM. 
Presdt. Bd. Trustees T. I. Fund of Florida. 
The following resolution was adopted: 
Resolved, that all permits allowing persons to cut tim- 
ber on the public lands whether Swamp and Overflowed 
or Internal Improvement shall expire on the first day 
of May A. H, 1SP2. and that no more permits shall be 
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issued. Provided, however, this ahull not apply to per- 
mits to cut cedar. 
The Board adjourned. 

W. I>. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
GEO. P. BANEY, 

8eey. pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 5th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
^Present ; William 1>. Bloxhnm, Governor. 
William It. Barnes, Comptroller. 
. ; . Uenry Aj» L'Engtc, Treasurer. 

P. W. White, Commissi oner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The tSovernor informed the Board thai the communi- 
cation directed to be sent to fob" J. J. Punne, Agent of 
I Li mil tun Itissiiut on l!5th March was not transmitted 
until the Slat of said mouth, no that the notice therein 
given would relate to thnt date. 

The Ran ford. Lake Eustis and Oca la Bail Bond l.'om- 
pany having ftletl a map of the survey of the route of said 
Company between Sanford and Late Enstts. and the 
President of said Company, who Appeared befoi-e the 
Hoard, having elected the odd numbered sections of land 
to 1m* withdrawn, it is ordered that the odd numls-red 
sections of the lands donated to the State by the Act 
of t'ongif-sw of KeptemlKT 2Stti, 1850. on either side of 
said line or route, and within six miles thereof, be and 
the same are hereby withdrawn from sale for the purpose 
of aiding in the construction of said road, until the 
further order of this Board. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
• Attest: 

W. T>. BARNES, 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, April 7th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The following accounts were presented and allowed: 
Account for Expenses of the Atty. General and 8. L. 
Nihlack to Jacksonville in the matter of Sanderson and 
Bammes coupons Twenty -eight 25-100 Dollars (f 28.25). 

Hon. 8. L. NSbiack for services in the matter of San- 
derson and Bammes coupons One hundred dollars 
(| 100.00). The Board then adjourned. 

W. J* BLOXHAH, 

President. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 8th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office, 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. BarneS, Comptroller. 
Henry A, L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Baney, Attorney General 
P: W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The following resolution was offered and adopted: 
Whereas, heretofore the salary of one hundred Dollars 
per month allowed to the Salesman of the Board has been 
actually paid to the Chief Clerk in the land office for hii 
services as such and not to the Salesman, and whereas 
it is deemed better that said salary shall be allowed 
directly to said Clerk, it is ordered that the same be here- 
after payable and allowed directly to such Chief Clerk— 
and whereas the salary of Fifty dollars per month al- 
lowed to the Treasurer of this Board' is really paid to his 
Clerk, therefore it is ordered that said salary be allowed 
and paid to rack Clerk. 
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The following accounts were presented and passed: 

B. M. Burroughs, for Excises sis Timber Agent during 
the mouth of February, Twenty-two Dollars ($±!.0O). 

C. B. Gwynn, Clerk in Salesman's Office for month of 
March, Fifty Dollars (| 50.00). J. B. Collins as Clerk 
in Salesman's Office for month of March, Fifty Dollars 
$(50.00). F. T. Myres as Chief Clerk in Salesman's Office 
for month of March, One hundred Dollars (f 100.00). 
Secretary of Board for Services .month of March, Thirty 
three Dollars and thirty three cents ($33.33). 

B. M. Burroughs, salary as Timber Agent for month of 
March, one hundred and twenty five dollars ($125.00). 

W. W Baker as Clerk for Treasurer of Board for month 
of March, Fifty Dollars ($50.00). 

On motion it was Resolved, That the ten days, fixed 
by resolution of the Board on the 25 of March, when a 
payment of Forty thousand Dollars would be expected 
of Hamilton Disston under the contract with him, be 
extended to first day of May next. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM. 

President. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES. 
Secretarv. 



Tallahassee. Florida. April 11th. 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
P. W. White. Commissioner of Lands and" 
Immigration. 
Top President laid before the Board a communication 
from Messrs. Rifrelow nnd Taylor relating to a Railroad 
from Lake City tiv Rowlands Bluff. askinc what aid would 
be extended for the const ruction of said road. 

The President was requested to inform theiu that if 
they would organize tinder thp general incorporation act 
and make a survey of the line, and file a map of said sur- 
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vey in the Land Office, the Board will withdraw the al- 
ternate sections of land, for six miles on each side of 
said line of i-uad for their lx*nertt ; this w i t hd r a wal to be 
at the Option of the Hoard; and subject to the right of 
actual set iters, on the laud withdrawn at the time of 
such survey, to purchase the land on which they are lo- 
cated. 

A letter from »wton Sapp of New Troy, Fla., setting 
forth the importance of appointing a Special Timber 
Agent for Lafayette County was read and referred to 
Capt. R. M. Burroughs, Timber Agent. 

It was ordered that the withdrawal of lands for the 
Ran ford. Lake Eustis and Oca la Railroad madeiby reso- 
lution of the Sth-inst. is held to be, subject to the option 
of actual settlers, on the lands withdrawn at the time of 
the survey, to purchase the lands upon which they ar« 
located. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. B. BLOXHAM. 

President. 

Attest : * 

\V. I). BARNES, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. April 15th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Of flee. 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William ft. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 
P. W, While. Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The map and survey of the Central T>i vision of the 
Georgia and Florida Midland Railroad having been 
properly certified to. and filed in the Land Office, and ap- 
plication being made by the President of said Railroad 
for the withdrawal of the even numbered sections of 
lands donated by the act of Congress of September 28tb. 
18T>0. for six miles on each side of said line of road from 
Gainesville to Tallahassee, it in ordered . that the lands 
be withdrawn from sale a« requested until the further 
order uf this Board: but subject to the option of actual 
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settlers, on the lands so withdrawn, at the time of the 
survey, to purchase the lands on which they are located. 
The following communication was laid before the 
Board by the President: 

''Office of the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal 
and Okeechobee Land Company of Florida, 
Camden, N. J., April 11th, 1882. 

Hon. W. I). Bloxham, 

Dear Sir: — I have been directed to notify the Internal 
Improvement Fund Board, that the Executive Commit* 
tee of thfs Company on the 10th inst., on the motion of 
H. Disston, Esqr., unanimously adopted the following: 
Resolved That the A. & G. C. C. & Okeechobee Land Com- 
pany claim all of the lands south of Township Twenty- 
four (24) and East of Peace Creek; and if the Florida 
Land Company has located or been granted any lands 
within that District it be required to relinquish them. 

Please acknowledge the receipt of this notice and ob- 
lige, 

Yours Respectfully, 

WM. BRINDLE, Secty." 

An application from James >lnrrhe to be permitted to 
reconvey to the Board the E£ of NWJ of Section 13, 
Township 7, South, Range 20, East, deeded to him on 
the 18th of Mav 1880, and that the Board instead thereof 
convey to him' the EJ of SW1 Section 13, Township- 7, 
South, Range 20 East, accompanied by a deed of convey- 
ance duly and properly executed and admitted to record 
in the County of Bradford, and by a proper affidavit set- 
ting forth that the deed to hiin. owing to mistake on his 
part, did not convey the lands which it was his purpose to 
enter, was received, and considered, and it was ordered 
that the deed of the said Murrhe to the Board be accepted 
and a deed be made to hi*) for the land now applied for, 
provided the same has not been previously entered. 

Account of the "Bnnkrad Tribune" for publishing no- 
tice to settlers on State Lands by Salesman, presented 
and passed for Five Dollars. ($5.00). 
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The Hoard thei. adjourned. 

W. I) BLOXHAM, 

President 
AtteBt 

W. D. BARNES, 
Secretary. 



Tullahas#«e.Vla.. April 18th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
I*resent .* W. I>. Bloxham. Uovernor. 
W. P. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle. Treasurer, 
George P. Raney, Atty. Genl. 
P. W. White, Comr. I^ands & Immigration. 
Complaints from certain citizens of Calhoun County 
against the tiniher agent of Franklin County having been 
brought to the attention of the Board, it wan ordered, 
that the matter l»e referred to Cnpt. B. M. Knrroughs, 
State Timber Agent, for examination and report. 
The Board adjourned. 

W. IX BLOXHAM. President. 
Attest : W. P. BARNES. Sec'y. 



Tallahassee. Florida. April 19th, 18R2. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
■Present: William R Bloxham. Governor. 
William 1>. Barnes, Tomptroller. 
Henry A, L'Englo. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White. Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigratiim. 
The Governor laid hefore the Board a communication 
from the General Lund Office. Washington. I). C.. repre- 
senting that Lots 5 & li in section ft. Township 11 Honth, 
Range 23 East, patented to the State, September 4th, 
1857. had been previously entered Uy Jolin A. Osteen, 
under the armed occupation act of 1842. and requesting 
that if the title of the State to said lots had not been 
parted with, that it be relinquished to the mited States. 



VA7 

It having been ascertained that Lot No. 6 mentioned in 
said communication had been conveyed by the Trustees 
to Samuel J. Kennedy, but that Lot No. 5 remains open 
it was ordered that a deed for said Lot No. 5 be made to 
the United States. 

Account of B. M. Burroughs, Timber Agent, for Ex- 
penses during the month of March, amounting to Thirty 
five 50-100 Pollers (935.50), presented and passed. 
The Board then adiourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest : 

W. P. BARNES, i 

Secretarv. 



Tallahassee. Florida, April 21st. 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William P. Bloxham, Governor. 
William P. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The Governor laid before the Board a communication 
from Hamilton Preston per J. J. Pnnne. requesting cer- 
tain corrections to be made in Peeds 1 & 2 delivered by 
the Board to said Pisston. 

The Secretary was directed to reply to said request 
that as it appears from said communication that the 
p mount ef Land conveyed in the Peeds 1 & 2 is less than 
the amount specified in said Peedg by 137 68-100 acres 
the correction aekod for can be made by conveying in 
some subsequent deed an amount sufficient to make up 
the deficiency, without changing the Peeds heretofore 
executed and delivered. 
The following resolution wae offered and adopted: 
Reoolrrrf. That it is thp understanding of this Board 
that the Lands to which the Atlantic and Gulf Coast 
fanal and Okeechobee Land Company will be entitled 
under their contract of drainage are withdrawn from 
*aJe. 
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The following resolution was also adopted; 
Katohetl, That Lund* belonging to this Board within 
the Okeechobee Drainage District may be sold to persons 
who are not actual settlers as well as to such settlers; 
provided, however, that no more thau six hundred and 
forty acres shall be sold to any one person. 

Account of Geo. P. Raney for expenses to Jacksonville 
on business for the lioard was presented aud passed for 
Eleven 75100 Dollars. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. IILOXHAM, 

President 
Attest : 

W. IV. BARNES, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. April 3oth, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: William D. Bloiham, Governor. J 

William D, Barnes, Comptroller. * — * 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
I*. W. White. Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
It was ordered that Xewton Sapp, of Lafayette County 
be appointed Timber Agent of the Board for that County. 
Account of C. A. Bryan^ for work in the land office, 
presented and approved for Two hundred aud eighty Dol- 
lars. 

The attention of the Board was called to a notice t" 
Settlers on Disston l^inds in Townships 21, 22. 23, 24 & 
25 Ranges 20. 21 A 22. appearing in the Sumterville 
Times of April 21st to the effect that the State authori- 
ties have no longer anything to do with giving titles to 
settlers on Disston Lands, and the Secretary was In- 
structed to write to the Agent of Mr. Disston at Jackson- 
ville that such notice is in conflict with the agreement 
made on the 10th of October last between the Board and 
Mr. Disston and which is now existing, and to request a 
correction of such notice. 
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Account of Ormond Cbaires for copying records of the 
Board to be used in the case of Swann rs. Thi Trustees, 
was presented and passed for Ten 501 00 Dollars. 

The Board then adjourned, 
Attest: W. D. BLOXH AM. President. 

W. 1>. BARNES. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 28th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William IX Bloxham. Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
On motion, it is ordered that Hon, Hugh A. Corlcy be 
employed by the Board to adjust with S. t. Wailes rhe 
expense account of the Swamp Land indemnity investiga- 
tion; Also that he be employed to compare and correct the 
list of lands selected by the Agent of Hamilton Digston to 
complete the balance of the 1,500,000 acres to be deeded 
to him. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. T>. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. I>. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, May 4th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxbam, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer, 
Georse P. Raney, Attorney General. ■ 
P. W. White, CommissioTier of Lands and 
Immigration. 

The following resolution was offered and adopted : 
Resolved, That the Salesman of the Board be and he is 
authorized to sell lands reserved for the "Florida South- 
ern Railway Company" to actual settlers who resided 
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thereon on the L'Tth of Owfrafn'r 1881, or to the assignees 
of such settlers. 

The Beard then adjourned. 
AtteBt : W. D. BLOXHAM, Tresident. 

W. I>. BARNES. Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, May Stb, 1882. 

The Board met in the Executive Office . 

Present: William D. Bloxham. Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller, 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Rnney. Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

Bill of "Florida Union," for publishing notice to set- 
tlers on Diss ton purchase, amounting to Five Dollars, 
presented and approved. 

It was ordered that Two Hundred Dollars be advanced 
to Hon. K. L. Niblmk on it (-count of ex pen sen and pay for 
work in the Okeechobee Drainage District under employ- 
ment by the Board on March 16th, 1882. 

The Secretary laid before the Board report of Capt. H. 
S. Duval, State Engineer, on tbe construction of the 
South Florida Railway, which he was recently sent to 
examine. The report was read and considered, and or- 
dered to be filed. 

The following resolution mas ofTered and adopted; 

Whereat. Hamilton Disston has requested the Board of 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State 
of Florida to deliver the Floats for the five hundred 
thousand acres of land in floats of six hundred and fortv 
acres each in advance of the tinw of delivery provided in 
the original contract relating thereto, and whereas th* 
Trustees aforesaid have received credits and payments on 
the sale of the four millions of acres of lands heretofore 
sold to said Disston amounting to over Seven hundred 
thousand Dollars, and whereas Sir Edward J. Reed, by 
agreement made with said Disston. a copy of which Ha* 
been spread uj>on the Record of the proceedings of saiil 
Board, has bound himself to the said Disston to pay to 
the said Trustees the balance of the purchase mouev due 
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on the said sale, and haB consented to the delivery to the 
said Diaston of the said Floats, provided the aame shall 
not be located until after the Erst of July A. D. 1882, ex- 
cept one hundred thousand acres thereof, and whereas 
the time of the payment of the balance of the . purchase 
money for the said four mill ions of acres of lands has 
been postponed at the request uf the said Reed and by the 
consent of the said Diaston to a period not beyond me 
first day of July next — and whereas the said Board la 
willing to accommodate the said Disston by the delivery 
of the said Floats in advance of the time provided there- 
for as aforesaid and upon the conditions aforesaid, and 
upon the further condition that the titles for the lands 
selected by the said Disston or his assigns and filed in 
the State Land Office shall be retained by the Trustees as 
a security for the payment of the balance of the purchase 
money due as aforesaid, and upon the condition that the 
delivery of the said Floats in advance shall not vary or 
change the terms of the original contract of sale in any 
other respect ; Therefore, it is ordered that the Salesman 
of this Board do deliver to the said DisBton the Floats 
aforesaid to the number of seven hundred and eighty one 
of six hundred and forty acres each, taking his receipt 
therefor upon the terms and conditions hereinbefore ex- 
pressed. 

On motion, the Attorney General is authorized to em- 
ploy such counsel as he may deem necessary to assist in 
the litigation about the Sammis and Baunders Coupons. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, May 6th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller, 
Henry A. I/Engle,, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
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The following accounts were presented and passed: 

C. it. Owviin. Services as Clerk of Salesman for month 
of April, Fifty Dollars (f 50.00). J. B. Collins. ;is Clerk 
in Salesman's Office for month of April, Fifty Dollars 
(160.00). Postage for Salesman's Office. Twenty nine 
20-100 Dollars (|20.20). C. A. Brian for binding Snlre 
man's Certificates, One 50-100 Dollars (ft.50). Account 
Western Union Telegraph CompanT, One 20-1 no Dollars 
(fl.20). 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: , W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BAKXE8, Secretary. 



. ., Tallahassee, Florida, May 0th. 18S2. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Presert; iVflliam D Bloxhain ( inventor. 

William D. Barnes. Com pi roller. 

Jfenry A. I/Engle. Treasurer, 

P. W. White. Commissioner of F^inds and 
Immigration. 

Tbn following resolution was offered and adopted : 
Whereas, it has been represented +o ihis Itonrd that 
many persons of small means have nhnndonefl llie fultiva- 
tion of their Farms for.the purpose of ratting Timber un- 
der what is known as tin* Stunipage or Permit system 
adopted by former Boards — And Whereas It is ton late in 
the season for said persons to successfully cultivate said 
Farms during the present season — which would result in 
suffering to their Families — Therefore Be it Resolved, 
That the Resolution of the Board discontinuing Stump- 
ape on and after the first day of May A. D. 1R82, be and 
the same is hereby suspended, so far as it applies to per- 
mits already issued, until the further order of the Board. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BARKKH. Secretary. 

t ■ ■ 
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, Tallahassee. Florida, May 17th, 1882. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William 1). Rloxbam, Governor. 
William I), Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, TlimwuCJ. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
1*. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

The Commissioner of Lands laid Ijefore the Board a 
cnmimi nidation from K. McLaughlin. President. St. Johns 
Bailway in relation to the lands sold by the Trustees tn 
settlers which, it is claimed had been granted to said 
Railway and asking that the matter be adjusted between 
the said Road and the. Trustees; And the Com mission er 
was instructed to write to said McLaughlin to the effect 
that the Trustees wonld either refund to the Uoad the 
money received for the lands so sold, or convey to it a like 
number of acres upon condition that the Rond wonld re- 
linquish all claim to such lands to- the several purchasers 
from the State. The Commissionor of Lands and Immi- 
gration having "represented to the Board that a clerical 
error was made in the area of the land embraced in entry 
No. 10927 made by Budiey H. Anderson. May 8th, 1882. 
the area being given as 83.07 acres, when it should have 
been 43.07 acres, and that he had settled with the Treas- 
urer according to the erroneous area, having paid over 
on said entry the sum of $83.07 instead of $43.07. 

It is ordered that the Treasurer refund t# the Com- 
missioner the sum of Forty dollars, to be paid upon the 
•rder of the President of tbe Board countersigned by the 
Secretary. 

The Commissioner brought to tha notice of the Board 
that William Starling of St. Johns County who. received 
a deed from the Trustees on the 30th dnv of September 
1*57. for the SE| of the SE$ of sect. 12,' Township t0 ? 
South, Range 12. East, had discovered that there was an 
error in tbe number of the Range as recited in said T>eed, 
and the Board being satisfied from the proofs submitted 
that the error was altogether clerical, it was ordered that 
a new deed be made to the said Starling inserting therein 
Range 29 in the plare of Range 12, upon his surrendering 
the old deed. 
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The Board then adjourned.- * 

Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM, President 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florid*, Hay 18th, 1883. 
The Board met io the Executive Office. 
Pieeeot : William D. Bloxhara, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer . 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Land* and 
Immigration. 

Report of the State Engineer npon the work of con- 
struction of the Florida Southern Railway from Perry'i 
Junction to Ocala was laid before the Board and ordered 
to be filed. 

The Commissioner laid before the Board tbe applica- 
tion of Manning W. Lee, accompanied with proper of Ada- 
vit, to have conveyance made to him on February 3d 1882, 
changed from Serf ion 2' f in Township 32 South, Range 20 
East to Section 25; also application of Francis P. Pelli- 
cer, accompanied by proper affidavit to have conveyance 
made to him on 8th April 1878, changed from Si of Lot 
No. 2 of Section 18, Township 10 South, Range 30 East, 
to 8Ei of 8W$ Section 7, Township 10, South, Range 30, 
East; also application of James Etcles accompanied with 
proper affidavit to have conveyance made to him on tha 
24th October 1877, chaoged from the North half of the 
South East qparter of Sc* lion 5. T 11 S, Range 23 East, 
to the NWJ of 8E* & 8WJ of NW* of Section 5, Town- 
ship 11 South, Range 23 Eaat. And it waa ordered that 
deeds be made in compliance with the applications made, 
npon the parties reconveying to the Trustees the lands 
heretofore purchased by them under mistake. 

The Secretary placed before the Board a communication 
from Charlea Francis, Esqr., Vice President of the Flor- 
ida Southern Railway Company, asking that they be al- 
lowed to so modify their Charter as to allow the Com- 
pany to make Its point of intersection of the Charlotte 
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Harbor Branch with the main line within the County of 
Marion at or near Oca la. 

The Attorney General was requested to prepare and for- 
ward the following reply thereto — 



• 



Tallahassee, May 18th, 1882. 
Charles Francis, Esq., 

V. P. Florida Southern Railway Co., 

Palatka, Fla. 
Dear Sir : 

The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund, have considered the letter of the 10th inst. from 
your Company, and are of the opinion that it is not with- 
in their power to so modify the provisions of the Act do- 
nating lands to the Company (Chapter 3167) as to allow 
it "to make its point of intersection of the Charlotte Har- 
bor Branch with the main line, m within the limits of 
Marion County at or near Oca la," instead of at "some 
point in Sumter County" as prescribed in the first section 
of the Act. The plain requirement of the Statute is that 
such intersection shall be in Sumter County. The Leg- 
islature had the power to make, and we must assume iia^l 
also good reasons for making such requirement, or in 
other words designating the line of road it proposed to 
so liberally aid. There is no power given the 
Trustees to change the line, or to transfer the grant con- 
templated for any part of this line to another. The 
powers of the Trustees are very limited at least in so far 
as aiding railroads by land grants and are to be found in 
Chapter 3166 of the Laws of Florida. Except where 
there are Special grants this act sets forth their powers. 
However much they may desire to aid in the development 
of the different sections of the State, they find themselves 
often, as 1n this case, without authority to comply with 
the requests made. 

As to an extension of the line of your road from Palat- 
ka to St. Augustine, it is only necessary to say that Chap- 
ter 3166 referred to governs the matter, and that it is 

10 I. I. 
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Twy probable any line you might adopt is substantial ly 
covered by withdrawals already made. 
Very Respectfully, 

GEO. P. RANEY. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. 1). BLOXHAM. President. 
ARXES. Secret arv. 
\ 



> Attest: 
V W. D. B. 



Tallahassee. Florida, May 20th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William P. Bloxham, Governor. 
William P. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White. Com missi oner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

Capt. T. Houstonn, Executor of the late Col. E. Hqus- 
toun, appeared before the Board, with his counsel Col. 
John Henderson, in relation to the liabrlity of the Estate 
of Col. Houstoun to certain Coupons of January 1st 1868 
— *And after considerable discussion thereon, it was Re- 
Mlved. "That Messrs. Fleming and Paniel, Attorneys at 
Law, be requested to mcot the Board as soon as practica- 
ble, for the purpose of being consulted in regard to the 
Houstonn Estate Coupons of January 1st 3868." 

Capt. B. M. Burroughs, Tipiber Agent, appeared before 
the Board and made an explanation of the action of the 
Timber Agent of Franklin Co, in relation to a complaint, 
made by citizens of Calhoun County, mentioned in pro- 
ceedings of April 18th; and he was requested to further 
correspond with the said A sent and to request a written 
statement of his action iu the matter. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. P. BLOXHAM. 

President. 
Attest : 

W. P. BARNES. 
Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, F!a., May '29th, 1882. 

The Board met ia the Executive Office. 

Fresent : William T). Bloxbnun, Governor. 
Henry A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Cominissiomer of Lands anrf 
Immigration. 

The Attorney General was appointed Secretary Tro 
tern. 

The following amended .specifications for the construe- 
tiou of the Seville and Halifax River Railroad were 
adopted : 

Specifications for the Construction of the "Seville and 
Halifax River Railroad: 

First: The line of the r«ad for Sixty (60) feet from the 
centre, shall be cleared of all the standing timber. 

Second: The grading shall be for a eingle track except 
at depots, turnouts and similar places, where it shall be 
wider if required by the State Engineer, with the road 
bed fifteen ( 15) feet wide in cuttings with ditches of suck 
width and depth as to insure perfect drainage as may be 
directed by the State Engineer and fifteen (15) feet wide 
on embankmentB at the grade line with slope of one and 
a half feet base to one foot rise, and in ajl excavations 
and embankments they shall be so constructed as to have 
a perfect drainage and not permit any standing water to 
i-onie within three (3) feet of the lower line of the cross- 
ties. 

Third: The Cross ties shall be of heart yellow pine, cy- 
press, white. Yellow, post, (or Spanish) or live oak, white 
or red cedar, not less than six (6) feet long with not less 
than Eight (8) inches face, and six (6) inches in thick- 
ness and shall be well and carefully bedded and laid 
within two and one half (2£) feet from centre to centre. 

Fourth: At all water ways sufficient space shall be 
left for the unobstructed passage of water and at all 
points along the line of the road where side ditches can 
be cut that will carry off the surface water they shall be 
constructed by the Company. 

Fifth: In crossing all streams bridges shall be con- 
structed according to the plans to be approved by the 
State Engineer. (No navigable streams will be crossed.) 
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Mx4k: The guage of the road shall be three (3) feet. 

Seventh: The irtm rail used shall not weigh leas .than 
thirty five (35) pounds per lineal yard on main line and 
be of the best quality of iron and 1m> well fastened to the 
road by the best quality of spikes and plates. 

Eighth: The entire equipment shall be of the first class 
and shall Ik? sufficient at all times for the transportation 
of all the Passengers and Freight ordinarily ottering. 

Ninth: The grade on no portion of this road shall ex- 
ceed forty five (45) feet to the mile, and no single curve 
shall exceed four (4) degrees of curvature, or be adopted 
unless approved by the State Engineer. 

Submitted to the Honorable Board^ of Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund the 11th* da v of April A. D, 
1882. 

WM. KEMBLE LENTE. 
Pres. S. and H. R. Railroad. 
D. T). HOG BBS, 

Chief Engineer, Seville & Halifax R. R. B. 

It is ordered that a certified copy of the above proceed- 
ings be furnished said Company. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest : 

GEO. P. RANEY, 

Secretary Pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Florida, May 29th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands & Im- 
migration. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration wan ap>- 
pointed Secretary Pro tem. 

It was ordered that five hundred dollars be paid to 
Messrs. John A. Henderson and George V. Raney on fee 
account in the case of Samuel A. Swann against this 
Board, now pending in the U. S. Circuit Court. 
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The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM. President. 

P. W. WHITE, Secretary Pro tem. 



Tallahassee. Florida, June 3d. 1882. 
The Board met in the Attorney General's Office. 
Present: William P. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
Hon.' P. W. White was elected President pro tem. 
A communication from W. A. Glonter, Chief Engineer 
of the P. & A. R. R. to H. S, Duval, bIho one from W. 1>. 
Chipley, General Supt, in relation to the plan of con- 
structing the trestles on the line of said road, was pre- 
sented to the Board and considered, and it was ordered 
that the same be referred to H. S, Pinal. State Engineer, 
for a full report thereon. 
The following bills were presented and ordered paid : 
C. B. Gwynn. Services as Clerk of Salesman for the 
month of May, Fifty dollars (JMjM). 

J, B. Collins, for work in Salesman's Office for the 
month of May. Fifty dollars t?r.fU>ni. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: P. W. WHITE. President pro tem. 

W. P. BARNES. Secret a r v. 



Tallahassee. Florida, dime 3d. 1882. 
The Board met in the office of the Attorney General. 
Present: William P. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. T/Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
Hon. P. W. White was elected President pro tem. 
The Attorney General submitted to the Board a commu- 
nication from W. A. Blount. Attorney for Emory F. Skin- 
ner, accepting the offer of the Trustees to refund the pur- 
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chase money paid by him for 2.251.47 acres of hind erron- 
eously convey t*d to him in throe deeds numbered 9259, 9421 
& 9<Jo8 for the sum of Fifteen hundred and eighty-eight 
02- Hit) Dollars (f 1.588.02). It was ordered by the Board 
that the said sum of money be refunded to said Skinner, 
upon his making and delivering to the Trustees a deed of 
conveyance for the lands so improperly conveyed to him. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : P. W. WHITE, President pro tem, 

W. D. BARN EH. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Fla.. June ytli. 1882. 

The Board met in the Atty. Genl'a Office. 

Present i W. D. Barnes, Comptroller.- 
H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney. Atty. Genl. 
P. \V. White. Coinr. Lands & I n: migration. 

The Sect* y. laid before the Board a communication from 
D. E. Maxwell, Genl, Supt. i>f the Tropical Florida Rail 
Road accompanied by a Certificate of J. W. Bushnell, En- 
gincer, that the coatl ruction of said Road had been finish 
ed from Oca la in Marion county to Wild wood in Humter 
county a distance of twenty six (26) miles, and praying 
that said Road may be inspected according to the Inter- 
nal Improvement Act of 1855. 

It is ordered, that Sect'y. of the Board advise State En- 
gineer Duval accordingly, and request that he proceed at 
once to the examination of the work of construction of 
said portion of the Road. 

Hon. P. W. White elected pros, pro tem of the Board. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: P. W. WHITE, Pres. pro tem. 

W. P. BARNES, Sec'y. 



Tallahassee. Florida. June 17th. 1882. 
The Board met in the Attorney General's Office. 
Present: William P. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney: Genera I. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Land* and 
Immigration. 
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Hod. P. W. White was elected Piofcident pro tera. 

The Secretary read the following /ram Messrs. Fleming 
and Daniel, Attorneys at Law :><^ 

Jacksonville; Fla., June 14th, 1882. 
To The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 

Fund of Florida, 
Gentlemen : 

We have carefully considered the matter of the 
$5,005.00 of Coupons of the 1st Mortgage Bonds of the 
Pensacola and Georgia Rail Road Co. matured January 
1st, 1868, held "by the Estate ol Honstonn snhmitted to us 
by Attorney General Haney at yonr instance for an opin- 
ion as to the course to be pursued by your Honorable 
Board. 

The Record, which we have carefully examined in or- 
der to understand fully the facts, shows that Edward 
Houstoun President of the Fensaeola and Georgia and 
Tallahassee Railroad Companies on the 4th day of Jan- 
unary 186S by letter addressed to the Board asked an ap- 
propriation from the Fund for payment of interest Cou- 
pons of Pensacola and Georgia and Tallahassee Bonds 
which fell due January 1st 1868. The Board thereupon, 
by Resolution agreed to put into Col. Houstoun 's hands 
$30,000,00 in State Bonds and Scrip to take up coupons 
to the amount of $30,000.00, on condition that said Com- 
panies take up all other Coupons falling due of that date. 

On the 5th of June, 1868, on motion of Governor Wal- 
ker the Board resolved that the Treasurer deliver to the 
Pensacola and Georgia Railroad Co. $30,000,00 in Scrip 
a»d other funds of the Board to carry out the Resolution 
of January 4th. 

Mr, Corley's account of July 1-68 passed and approved 
by the Board August 12-71. shows a credit of $30,000.00 
Cash and Bonds paid Houstoun, which Mr. Corley says 
was the $30,000.00 ordered paid bv the Resolution of June 
5th, 1808. 

We find therefore from the Record that this amount of 
$30,000.00 was paid to Co], Houstoun for a specific pur- 
pose; namely to take-up that amount of Coupons of 1st 
Mortgage Bonds of the Peositfola and Georgia and Tal- 
lahassee Railroad Companies Which fell due January 1st, 
1868, and upont the condition that the Railroad Compa- 
nies take up all *tker Coupons of that date. . By the Res- 
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olulion of June oth, Mr. Houstoun was to return the 
f30,000.00 if he was not able to carry out the purposes of 
the Resolution within six months from that date. All of 
this, we repeat, appears of record. On the 17th day of 
November 1869 nearly 18 months after the Resolution of 
June 5-68 we find a Resolution calling upon Col. Houns- 
ton to present a full statement of the relations and liabili- 
ties exist ing between the Board and himself as President 
of the Pensaeola and Georgia and Tallahassep Railroad 
at as early a day as is practicable. 

On Nov. 24-70 Col. Houstoun appeared before the Board 
and requested definite and immediate action in reference 
to his account as confidential agent of the Board in the 
management of financial matters entrusted to him. 

On motion the account of Col. Houstoun hitherto filed 
was referred to the Treasury and Attorney General (S. 
B. Conover and N. R. Meek) for consideration and report. 

There appears no evidence that this Committee ever re- 
ported. 

On January 17-72 Treasurer Conover was requested W 
look up the account of Col. Edward Houstoun as Special 
Agent of the Board, and present the same with a report 
thereon to the Board. 

On the 2d day of April 1872 Treasurer Conover pre- 
sented a communication from Col. Houstoun in reference 
to his former Special Agency which was referred to 
Messrs. Conover. RiBbee and Ada; -e to -onsider and re- 
port with fu'l information a detailed account of Col. 
Houstoun's doings as Special Agent of the Board in prop- 
er shape for final adjustment. 

On the 4th day of April 18T2 at an adjourned meeting 
held at 4 o'clock T\ M. there heir-i? present, as noted 
on the minutes. Acting Governor Day, Messrs. Conover. 
Bisbee. Gamble and Adams, the following report was sub- 
mitted: 

'Tour Committee report that we have considered the 
"accounts current, and we find in Col, Houston n's hands 

"to take no fid Bonds of F. A. & G. C. R. R 75WI 

"And of S. Fund of same road 630 



"making a total of -,..,, 17.830 

"in his hands which with fOSOnn in Jton-l? v f* >"<id- j > 
"make subject to th" er Vr of <he Board upon settlement 
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"of his account the bonds having the Coupons attached a« 
"when purchased by him, and we recommend Hie settle- 
"ment of the account a9 stated, and thai the Coupons and 
"bonds be recorded and destroyed in presence of the 
"Board and the nettled aceonnt be recorded and then de- 
livered to Col. HoiiRtonn. 

(Signed) 8. a CONOVER, 
J. P. ADAMS." 

Col. Gamble state* that he did not attend this meeting 
or any other at which Gov. Day was present or presided. 

The report of the Committee was on motion accepted 
and adopted. 

May 1G-72, The Trustees assembled at the Attorney 
General's Office upon call of the Governor where were 
present — Governor Reed, Atty, Genl. Emmons, Comptrol- 
ler Gamble, Treasurer Conover and Commissioner Adams. 

Col. E. Houstonn's account in addition to that recently 
presented and audited was then presented by which he 
reported the recent purchase of ten more of the F. A. k 
G. C. R. R. at twenty two cents and of one bond for twen- 
ty cents on the dollar. 
Leaving the account as follows : 

Amt. in hand as per former report 7.830 

Ten Bonds taken at 22 cents 2.2IW 

1 Bond taken at 20 cents 200 2.400 



2.400 $5,430 
said report was unanimously approved, and Col. Hous- 
toun requested to retain the balance in his hands till 
further order of Trustees, 

On the .Id day of Dei "ember 1875 the Board adopted the 
following Preamble and Resolution unanimously: 

Whereas on the 20th of June 1808 the Trustees ordered 
that the moneys on hand realized from the sale of the P. 
A, & G. C. R. R. be placed in the hands of Edward IJons- 
toun to purchase the outstanding Bonds of said Company 
issued under the provisions of the Intenvil Improvement 
Act, the said Edward Houstoun to act in this matter M 
the Special Agent of the Trustees of the I. I. Fund, And 
Whereas the said Edward Houston!) prior to May Kith. 
1872. purchased sundry of the aforesaid 'Voids a»d by an 
aceonnt rendered of that date showed that a balance of 
15.430 of the sum placed in his hands by the Resolution 
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of June 29th, 1868. still remained unexpended. And 
Whereas the Trustees requested the said Edward Hous- 
toun lo retain the s;iid balance un/il further order: Now 
therefore, 

Be it Resolved, That the Treasurer he directed to collect 
from The Executor* of said Edward Houstoun the above 
sum of $5.4;J0 belonging to the sinking fund applicable to 
the payment of the Bonds of Fla. A. k G. C R. R. Co, 

It appears from this entry that your predecessors con- 
sidered this balance as belonging to the linking Fund and 
bo treated it. 

On the 8th day of May 187fl we find at a meeting of the 
Trustees, Mr. P. Houstoun. Executor of Edward Hous- 
toun being present, that the following Resolution adopted 
on the 2i)th ult. by the Directors of the Florida Ce»tral 
Railroad Company was placed before the Board and was : 

Resolved (without admitting that this Company has 
any .interest in the matter) that this Company is willing 
that the Trustees of Internal Improvement Fund shall re- 
ceive from the Executors of E. Houstoun Five thousand 
($5,000) Dollars in compromise of the suit pending in Sa- 
vannah Georgia by the Trustees against the said Execu- 
tors to recover an amount of money In the said Executors 
hands arising from the sale of the Florida. Atlantic and 
Gulf Central Railroad ; Patrick Houstoun one of the 
Executors of the last will and testament of Edward 
Houstoun appeared before the Board and tendered the 
payment of Five thousand Dollars in full settlement for 
the balance due by said Edward Houstoun on account of 
monevs placed in his hands bv the Trustees arising from 
the sale of the F. A. & G. C. K." R. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved hy the Hoard of Trustees of the Internal Ittt 
provtment Fund of Florida that this Board will receive 
the sum of Five thousand dollars from the Executors of 
the last mill and Testament of Edward Houstoun in full 
settlement of the balance due by said Houstoun on ac- 
count of the moneys placed in hi« hands arising from 
the sale of the Fla. A. & G. C. Railroad, and that on the 
payment of said amount by the said Executor to the 
Treasurer of this Board, Walter Gwynn. the suit institu- 
ted against said Executors in the United States Circuit 
Court at Savannah, Georgia, be dismissed, the said 
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Executors to par the costs of said suit, and the Attorney's 
fees of the Holicitor of this Board, the lion. K. E. Lester, 
over and above one hundred dollars retainer paid said 
Solicitor by this Board against the said Houstoun his Ex- 
(•i/utors or Estate. 

Wc quote fully froin the Record in order to show what 
there is of evidence as to the transactions of Col. Hous- 
toun in his relations with the Board. 

No where among the flies of the. Trustees, or, as we are 
informed, among the papers of the Estate of Edward 
Houstoun, can any account or statement be found in 
which the item of $30,000 reported by M*. Cor ley as hav- 
ing been paid to Col. Houstoun under the Resolution of 
June 5-68 appears. It will be borne in mind that this 
amount of $30,000 was to be returned in six months, if 
not applied to the purpose for which it was appropriated. 
There being no evidence that it was so returned, the pre- 
sumption is that it was appropriated to pay Coupons of 
the Pensacola and Georgia and Tallahassee Railroad Co. 
which fell due on the ist day of January 1868 and that 
the remaining Coupons of that class were paid as re- 
quired by the Board by the Companies themselves. 

The Five thousand and five dollars of Coupons which 
the Trustees are asked by the Executor of HouBtoun to 
pay and which we have under consideration, are of this 
class. 

These Coupons being in the possession of the Executor 
of Edward Houstoun, who had been charged by your 
predecessors with the duty of paying the«i and entrusted 
with funds for that purpose, the Trustees are charged 
with notice and can not be too careful in protecting their 
trust against the possibility of fraud or mistake. 

It has been suggested that Col. Houstoun used the 
$30,000 which had been entrusted to him, to fake up other 
obligations for which the trust fund was liable. This 
may be so; but if so, there is no evidence of the fact 
among 'the records or files of your office. 

It is also suggested that the lost statement of Col. 
Boustoun's would satisfactorily account for this $30,000. 

After the moat exhaustive search, however, this state- 
ment can not be found, and yon would not be justified in 
relying upon the vague and indefinite, and, to some extent, 
contradictory statements as to what was included in the 



156 

settlement referred to. In the absence of all record proof 
that such was the case, and with the plain proof before 
you that the $30.(H>0 went into Mr. Houstoun's bands to 
take up these very Coupons which von are now idlM to 
pay- 
In view of the responsible nature of your public trust, 
and the facts as we have recited them, we would not ad- 
vise that you assume the responsibility of deciding this 
important question, but that you submit the same for ad- 
judication under the order and direction of the Fnited 
States Circuit Court. 

Respectfnllv Yours. 
(Signed) FLEMING AND DANIEL. 

WhereujKm the following resolution was adopted: 
Resolved thsit the opinion of Messrs. Fleming & Danel 
in reference (o the Edward Houstoun Estate P. and G. 
Coupons maturing January 1st 1868 be recorded on the 
minutes; and that the matter of sjjid Coupons Is? placed in 
their hands as Attorneys for this Board for such action as 
they may deem proj>er and necessary in the premises. 

The Secretary was instructed to write to Messrs. Flem- 
ing and Daniel and enclose a copy of the resolution. 

A communication was received and read from the 
Sheriff of Washington County inquiring as to the powers 
and duties of his office in connection with the Timber 
Agency and rei>orting thnt trespassing upon the State 
lands was frequent in his County, and the Secretary was 
instructed to write to General Win. Miller, the Timber 
Agent of the Board and call his attention to this report. 
The Commissioner of I -amis and Immigration brought 
to the notice of the Board that John J. Ilooker in his life 
time had applied for and obtained a land Certificate for 
the WJ of WJ Sect. 23. T. 31. S. R. 25 E, aod that ap- 
plication if now made for the deed to be made to the heirs 
of the Raid Hooker and the Board directed that thf deed 
should now be so made. 

The Hoard then adjourned. 

P. W. Wli ITK. 
President pro teni. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES. 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Fla.. June 27th, 1882. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

[•resent : W. D. Bloxbam, Governor, 

P. W. White, Commissioner of La ads and 

Immigration, 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 

On uimotion Attorney (lener.nl Raney was chosen Secre- 
tary pro tern. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Whereas the Florida Coast Line Canal and Transporta- 
tion Company have this day filed with the Secretary of 
State, in accordance with law, articles of incorporation 
for the extension of the work proposed fcy it, southward 
from the lower end of Indian River through Lake Worth 
to Biscay ne Bay and northward from 8t. Augustine 
through North River and Pablo Creek to the St. Johns 
River and as defining the character of the improvement 
in the Waters passed through between the St, Johns 
River and ISiscayne Bay, 

Therefore the more clearly to define the improvements 
to be made in said Waters it is, on application of said 
Company, Resolve! by the Board of Trustees of tlie In- 
ternal Improvement Fund of Florida, that this Board 
shall appoint such competent Engineer as may be agreed 
upon to examine the said work proposed to be done and 
set forth in said articles viz: the cutting down of Oyster 
Bars and Banks, cutting any sand or mud bars and other 
obstructions as stated in said articles," and who shall 
before the work is entered npon and after it is executed 
make a report thereon to the Board of Trustees of the 
amount and character of the work, also file a diagram of 
the same as a basis for ascertaining the amount of the 
Grant of Land to which said Company may he entitled for 
said improvements — Said Engineer to be paid by said 
Company. 

The following accounts were presented and ordered 
paid: 

B. M. Burroughs, Expense account for April, 1882, 
Fifty three dollars and fifty cents. B. M. Burroughs ex- 
pense account May, 1SS2, Eighteen dollars and seventy 
five eents, W. T. Webster for Plat of T. 20 S, R 16 E,- 
Three dollars, W. G. Stewart Postage account for March 
and April, 1882, Sixty three dollars and thirty seven 
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cents, W. G. Stewart. Postage account for May 1882, 
Thirty five dollars and ten cents, J. B. Col Una, Service* 
as Clerk in Land Office for May and Jnne 1882, One hun- 
dred dollars, Southern Express Company, Ex. nn Diss- 
toa Rects, from Philadelphia Fifty cents, C. B. Gwynn, 
Services as Clerk for Salesman for May & June 1882, One 
hundred dollars, W. !">. Barnes, Services as Secretary for 
quarter ending June :«ltb, 1882, One hundred dollars. 

The Commissioner of I^ands and Immigration repre- 
sented to the Board that the NYVJ of SWJ of Section 3 
Tonwship 21, S, Range 21 E, entered by Edward Lewis 
on the 11th day of May, 1882. had been previously en- 
tered by John Tompkins, on 1st Oct. 1858, It wns there- 
fore ordered that the entry by Lewis be cancelled, and the 
amount of purchase money {$ 139.13) be refunded to him 
upon bis reconvcying to the Trustees the land above de- 
scribed. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. I>. RLOXHAM. 

President. 

Attest : 

tJEO. P. BAXEY, 

Secretary pro tern. 



Tallahassee. Florida. June 28th, 1882, 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W, I). Bloxham, Governor. 

George P. Rauey, Attorney General. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
On motion Attorney General Raney was chosen Sec- 
retary pro tem. 

The Treasurer presented the following dispatch : 

New York, June 26th, 1882. 
H. A. L'Engle, 

Kindly wire exact amount on eighth July to Trustees 
or prior lien of J. P. & M. & Tallahassee roads and say 
if Certificate of Deposit of Central Trust Co. of this city 
will be witisfaetorv pavment of amount. 

E. J. REED. 
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To which the" Treasurer stated lie Had forwarded the 
following reply: 

Tallahassee, Suae 28th, 1882. 
E. J. Reed, 5th Ave, Hotel, Kew York: 

The exact amount doe Trustees on Decree in Scbutte 
case of eighth July proximo is Nine hundred and fifty 
five thousand nine hundred and ninety three dollars and 
ninety six cents, upon your depositing on or before the 
eighth proximo in the United States National Bank, 
New York Oiry, to my account Eight hundred and forty 
two thousand four hundred and fifty four dollars and 
eight cents as a partial payment thereon the Board of 
Trustees do not expect to call on you for payment of bal- 
ance of decree till the one hundred and three Bond case 
is finally settled by the United States Supreme Court or 
otherwise — the decree to stand of full force and effect for 
such unpaid balance and interest. 

HENRY A. L'ENGLE, Treasurer. 

The following additional Dispatch was sent: 

Tallahassee, June 28th. 1882. 
E. J. Reed. 5th Ave. Hotel, New York ■ 

Court allowed Fanny S. Papy twenty five hundred dol- 
lars, add this to amount wired this day would be ac- 
cepted as partial payment will make correct amount 
Eight hundred and forty -four thousand nine hundred 
and fortr four dollars and eight cents. 

H. A. L'ENGLE, 

Treasurer. 

The account of Geo. P. Raney for Expenses of trip to 
Jacksonville, amounting to |15.50 in the matter of 103 
Bonds, was read and ordered paid at Fifteen dollars and 
fifty cents. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest: 

GEO. P. RANEY, 

Secretary pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida, June 20th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxhaui, Governor. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George I*. Itanev, Attorney Genera 1. 
1\ \V. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
On motion Attorney General Raney was requested to 
act us Secretary pro tem. 

Governor Bloxhani presented the following Telegram 
which he had just received: 

New York. Jaue 28th, 1882. 
(Jovernor Bloxham, 

If I make payment on land purchase on first July of 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars and balance of 
Decree will Trustees sanction sixty days delay in paying 
remaining hundred thousand. I respectfully make and 
urge this request which Mr. Diss ton sanctions. 

E. J. REED, 
The following reply was sent: 

Tallahassee, June 29th, 1882. 
Sir Edward J. Reed, 

5th Ave. Hotel, New York, N. Y. 
Board will extend time sixty days from July 1st on 
land pu M base upon your depositing oa tliat day with 
United States National Bank of New York one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars cash to credit of Treasurer, 
and turning in balance due you on Voae decree, you to 
mail us Ilwston's written consent. 

W. D. BLOXHAM. 
The following communication from Capt. Burroughs, 
Btate Timber Agent was read: 

Tallahassee, June 24 th, 1882. 
To the Board of Internal Improvements of the State of 
Florida. 
Gentlemen : 

Having been informed that Mr. Newton Sapp of La- 
fayette County has been appointed Special Timber Ajjenf, 
I write to ask that the Board will reconsider the appoint- 
ment and dispense with the Agent in Lafayette County 
nl together. All the timber cut in this and other Counties 
on flie Suwannee River iB carried to Cedar Keys and the 
Sturopage there collected. I have every reason to believe 
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that since the former Agmt has been removed that the 
Sturapage from Lafayette and other Counties on the Su- 
wannee Kiver has been greater than * heretofore — there 
certainly has been less complaint among the Timber 
Men & the Agent at Cedar Keys has repeatedly stated 
that everything in that section was g<*ng on Bmoothly 
and with greater satisfaction to all parties concerned. 
Mr. 8a pp is himself a timber getter and for various other 
reasons I would respectfully request that the agent for 
Lafayette County be abolished. 

Yours very truly, 
U. M. BURROUGHS, 



State Timber Agent. 

BAM, 
President. 

Secretary pro tem. 



The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLO^HAM 

Attest: 

(J HO. P. RANEY, 



Tallahassee, Florida, July 10th, 1882. 

The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 

Fnnd of the State of Florida met in the Executive Office, 

Present : Wm. D. Bloxham, Governor of the State and 

President. 

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer of the State 

Board. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 

Immigration. 
George P. Rangy, Attorney*GeneraI. 
The Attordey General was appointed Secretary pro 
tem. 
The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 
Resolved, by the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, that Henry 
A. L'Engle, the Treasurer of this Board is hereby au- 
thorized to disburse the six hunrtrrd nnrt sixty fiv? thou- 
sand dollars, deposited tiy Fir Edward J. Reed with the 
Chemical National Bank* in the City of New York, State 
of New York, of which Bank Mr. S.\V. Williams is Prcsi- 
11 I. I. 
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dent, to Ihe trod it of this Hoard, and thai said Bank ie 
authorised to pay the same out only on the draft of said 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer of this Board and that the 
sifpiature of said Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer, be certi- 
fied to the said Bank. 

m W. D. BLOXHAM, Governor 

of the State of Florida and 
President of ihe Board Trus- 
tees I. I. Fund Fla. 
Attest : 

GKO. P. RANEY, Attorney 
General and Secretary pro tem. 



Tallahassee. Florida. July 15th. 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. I). Bloxham. Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 
George 1*. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, foinmisBioner of Lands and 
Immigration, 
The account of Messrs. Fleming & Daniels for Opinion 
and retainer fee in the matter of the $5,005 Coupons held 
by the Edward Houstoun Estate, was allowed in the sum 
of Three hundred Dollars. 

The account of Phillip Walter. Clerk U. S. Court for 
Costs & fees, presented and allowed in ihe sum of Ten 
75-100 Dollars. 

The Treasurer of the Board reported That he had re- 
ceived from Sir Kdward J. Reed the sum of Seven hun- 
dred and eleven thousand six hundred and two 78-100 
Dollars, paid in as of the 8th July 1882, on account of 
the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad lien. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest' 

W. D. BARNES. 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, July 30th, 1882. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: W. 1). Bloxiiam, Governor, i 

William I>. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Ra«ey, Attorney General. 
P. \V. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

J. M. Kreanier, Engineer of the Atlantic and Gulf Coast 
Caaftl and Okeechnliee I^md Company, appeared hcf<ir« 
the Board and asked, in view of the progress made un- 
der their contract of drain. ige — the magnitude of the 
work undertaken — and the great expense incurred therein 
that the Board advance to the Company One hundred and 
fifty thousand acres of the land which would fall to them 
under their drainage contract upon the Completion of the 
work. 

Wherettpon the following resolution was presented and 
adopted : 

Resolved. First— That we convey to the Atlantic and 
<lulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company One 
hundred and fifty thousand acres of Land in the Drain- 
age district of the Odd sections — being a portion of the 
l>aiid that will belong to said Company under their Con- 
tract of Drainage, on the following conditions — That 
said Company will enter into a Bond with proper secur- 
ity that the proceeds arising from the sale or pledge of 
snid 1 j* nds shall 1m* expended in further work of drainage 
and none to be expended or paid out for work already 
done. That the State is to have an agent to inspect the 
work hereafter to be done— and examine all accounts for 
said work which is paid for from the proceeds of said 
Lmd- — with power to reject any improper charge. 

Second, That we will convey to them six sections addi- 
tional for every mile of Canal twenty feet wide and five 
f:*et deep — completed on above conditions. 

The Commissioner of Lands filed jvith the Board the 
deed of conveyance made on the Kith day of February, 
1871, by a majority of the Trustees of the I. I. Fund, m 
the Southern Inland and Navigation Company, for One 
million three hundred and sixty thousand six hundred & 
85-100 acres, (1,360,600 SB -100 acres 1 of the Swamp and 
overflowed Lands, which said Deed had been declared 
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void by a Decree of the U. B. Circuit Court for the North- 
ern District of Florida in the case of Francis Vobc 78. 
The Trustees of the .Internal Improvement Fund and it 
was ordered that the Secretary make the following entry 
upon the fate of said Deed : 

•'This Conveyance was declared void by Decree in the 
case of Francis Vose vs. Trustees of the Interna] Im- 
provement Fund of Florida in the U. S. Circuit Court 
Northern I MM. of Florida and the Lands restored to 
market. — See Book of Decrees in Vose eaBe and also p. 
372 of Vol. 3, Book of Proceedings of Trustees. 

Secretary." 

The Commissioner of Lands represented that Deed 
No. 10475 made to Amanda L. Strickland should have 
been to Amanda R. Strickland, and that Deed No, 10915 
made to Adam A. McDermitt, should have been to 
Alexander A. McDermitt, and asked permission of the 
Board to correct the mistake, and it was ordeied that 
the old Deeds be surrendered and cancelled, and that new 
Deeds be made to the parties in the proper names,- 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 

Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, July 24th, 1882. 

The I tear d met In the Executive Office. 
Present: W, D. Bloxham, Governor. 

TV. D. Barnes, Comptroller. ' 

Henry A. I/Engie, Treasurer. 
George V, Raney. Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The President laid before the Board a communication 
from J. E. Ingraham, President of the South Florida 
Railroad asking in b?half of the Sanford and Indian 
River Railroad that the time for the completion of sir 
miles thereof be extended for 30 or GO days, and request- 
ing that deeds be made to the South Florida Railroad for 
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the twenty two miles of line completed. The Secretary 
was instructed to inform Mr. Ingi-ahani thai thu time 
would be extended sixty days for the completion of bix 
miles of the Sanford and Indian River Railroad, :md that 
a Peed for the Lands due the Booth Florida Railroad 
would be executed without delay. 

The following letters from Hamilton Disston were read 
by the President and ordered to be spread on the min- 
utes: 

Philadelphia July 1st, 1882. 
"Gov. W. D. Bloxham. 

Prest. I. I. Board of the State of Florida, 
Dear Sir: 

Sir E. J. Reed has telegraphed me that he has depos- 
ited in the United States National Bank of New York 
the sum of One hundred and fifty thousand dollars to 
the credit of Hon. H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer, also author- 
ized the application of tbe balance of the Vose Decree on 
my Land purchase in accordance with your telegram to 
Sir Edward of the 24th ulto. I therefore respectfully re- 
quest that the time be extended sixty days from this late 
for making the final payment on said Land purchase. 

Very Respectfully Tours, 

HAMILTON DISSTON." 
Philadelphia Jnly 7th, 1882. 
To the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of 
the State of Florida, 
Dear Sirs: 

I have consented to the agreement between Sir E. J. 
Reed and myself being modified to the extent that the 
payment of the sum of One hundred thousand dollars 
may be deferred for Sixty days from the 1st Inst.* 

The Agreement in other respects stands good J under 
' which 1 am entitled to complete my selections of Land to 
the extent of 2.000,000 acres. 

I am Dear Sirs, 

Yours Respectful! v. 

HAMILTON PTS8TON- 
Pbiladelpbia. Jnly 7th, 1882. 
To the TraBtee* of the I. I. Fund of Fla.. 
Dear Sirs: 

You will ploasc execute and deliver to Sir Edwnrd .7. 
Ref'd, or In bis order TVeds for the Land purchased by him 
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from me under Contract dated the 17th day of December 
1881 upon compliance on his part with the terms of said 
Coutract as subsequently modified by extension of time 
for payment of purchase money. 

The amuunt of land to he so conveyed by yon is 2,000,* 
OiMi at-i-ei* k't^s 171. 5.13 acres to Im» conveyed by me t.> said 
Sir E. J. Reed under said Contract. 

I am Dear Sirs 

Yours Respectfully 
Signed in presence of HAMILTON DISSTON (Seal) 

J. .T, Dunne 

Richard 8a linger. 

The Atioruev General exhibited to the Hoard a Setter 
from -las. H. McKinney Clerk of the It. S. Supreme 
Court trnmuiiittiug a Cheek for Four hundred dollars, 
amount of costs paid by the Apellees in the case of Trus- 
tees J. I. Fund of Florida vs. Greenough, Adm. of Vose 
to reimburse the Board for amount deposited to Been re 
Costs in snid etiar; Upon which said letter was endorsed 
a receipt of the Treasurer of the Board to the Atty. Geni. 
for said Check. 

The claim of A. J. Pitts of Luraville for amount of ex- 
cessive Stnmpage collected from him by former Agents 
of the Board, was* taken up and considered, and the fol- 
lowing letter from ('apt. B. M. Burroughs, Timber Agent 
was read and ordered to be spread- upon the Minutes, 
and on motion it was ordered that the sum of One hun- 
dred and twenty dollars, be refunded to the said Pitts. 

Tallahassee, July 24th, 1882. 
To J he Board of Trustees of the T. 1. Fund of Fla., 

Gentlemen : 

Yon will please find intlosed letters of Mr. A. .T. Pitts. 
In accordance with your instructions I met Mr. PittB and 
made a thorough investigation of the Stumpage in ques- 
tion. T find that Mr. Pitts got out 3,302 feet of Cedar 
which he sold at 40c per cubic foot amounting to f 1,320 .- 
8Q out of this amount I find that Mr. Berry received 
$3>f*).lhi vtnmpugc a receipt for said auit beiny: in |h>sm-s- 
stem of Mr. Rodgers at Cedar Keya; In addition to tl is 
amount collected by Mr. Berry you will see an affidavit 
from Mr. Osteea that Mr. Pitte pa-'d' him 160.00! Yon 
will see therefore that JSS60.00 has been the amount col- 
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lected. Now Mr. Pitts claims |18<ut0 as amount doe him 
slating that this amount In is been withheld from him over 
and above what was due the State. 

I am convinced from inv invent igation that too much 
Stompage was collected from Mr. Pitts as I feel assured 
that n part of this Cedar was cut from the 40 acres be- 
longing to him. 1 would therefore most respectfully rec- 
ommend that |120.00 be paid Mr. Pitts believing that this 
will cover the amount due him. 

Yours Very Respectfully, 
B. M. BURROUGHS, 

State Timber Agent. 

The Governor submitted a letter from A. F. Vogelbaeh. 
Vice President and General Supt. of Gteen Cove Spring* 
and Melrose R, R. Co. accompanied by certificate of A- 
W. Hudley, Chief Engineer, thai Six miles of said 
toad has now been completed as required by resolution 
of the Board — which was directed to be filed, and the 
Secretary instructed to acknowledge receipt of same to 
advise that the withdrawals in behalf of said road will 
he iwiiiuucd till further orders of the Board. 

The following letter received by the Governor from Sir 
Edward J. Reed was ordered to be spread upon the min- 
utes r 

New York. July 3d. 1882. 
To the Hon. \V. D. Bloxham, 
Governor Gf Florida, 
&c. &c. 

T)ear Sir: 

I beg leave to confirm my message by wire of Saturday 
last, and to state that on that day I paid to the United 
States National. Bank of this City the sum of * 150.000, 
on account of "my purchase of Land from the Trustees un- 
der my Contract with Mr. ]>issttiu. 

I shall feel obliged if you wilt have mailed to me (to 
care of Mr. Williard) a Receipt for this amount augment- 
ed by the Balance of the Vose Decree which I hereby au- 
thorise you to place to Vny credit. 

I avail mysejt; of this opportunity for expressing to 
voumelf-and, rfcl Trustees my best thanks for your kind- 
ness in allowing a brief postpone men t of the payment of 
the ha la nee of the purchase money, which will be paid 
in due course. 
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I have requested Mr. Disstun to be good enough to au- 
thor! a« the Trustees to make conveyance to me of the 
land purchased under my Contract with him. This he 
hn# already orally agreed to do, and I hereby request that 
this course may be taken. 

I have the honor to be, 
Dear Sir, 
Yours Truly, 

B. J. HEED. 
The following letter from G. G. Williams, President of 
the Chemical National Bank, N. Y. was also directed to be 
spread upon the minutes: 

New York, July 8th. 1882. 
Hon. W. D. Bloxham, Governor of Florida, 
Dear Sir: 

Your telegram of the 7th inst. was received this morn- 
ing, inquiring amount deposited by Ed Reed. Preet. to 
the credit of the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund of the State of Florida; to which reply was made 
that such Deposit was $665.ftflu. and I took the liberty of 
asking, that before this amount was drawn for. you 
should officially and carefully certify to up authorative 
signaturPH of those entitled to sign ("hecks. * 

"You will. I am sure, appreciate the importance of our 
having proper vouchers for the payment of so large a sum. 
I am Very Respectfully, 

Your oht. Servant. 

G. G. WILLIAMS. Pies. 
The Report of H. S. Duval. State Engineer, on the con- 
struction of the Fernandina and Jacksonville Railroad 
was received, approved and ordered to be filed. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM. President. 

W D. BARNES. Secretary 



Tallahassee. July 25th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Execntivp Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxham. Governor, 
W. D. Barnes, Conmtroller. 
Henri - A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 
George P. Ranev, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
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The Commissioner of Lands presented a Deed from 
Emory F. Skinner dated July 1st 1882, re-conveying to 
the Trustees Lands embraced in Deeds' No. 9959, 9421 & 
9638 for 2251.47 acres of Land in Santa Rosa Connty 
formerly conveyed to him by mistake which Deed was not 
accepted and ordered to be returned on account of inform- 
ality. 

The Board then adjourned. 
AtteBt : W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary. • 



Tallahassee, Aug. 18th, 1882, 

The Board met in. the Executive Office. 
Present: W. I>. Bloxham, Governor. 

W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Geo. P. Raney, Atty. Genl. 

P. W. White, Comr. Lands & Imtnr. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the report of H. 
S, Duval, State Engineer, upon the construction of that 
portion of the Florida Tropical Rail Road between Ocala 
in Marion Co. and Wild wood in Sumter County, which 
waa received, and it was ordered that DeedR be made to 
said Road for the lands, heretofore reserved for the same, 
along the line so completed. 

A communication was received and read from W. H. 
Churchill, Pres. of the Indian River Railway and Trans- 
portation Co.. asking that the Board extend the time for 
restoring to market the lands heretofore reserved for said 
Rail Road, .to one year from the 1st August 183l\ 

The Secretary was instructed to advise Mr. Churchill 
that the reservation for said Road would remain in force 
Until the further order of the Board; but there must be 
some evidence of ability and intention to carry on the 
work to successful completion, at an early day, if the 
lands are to be withheld from market for a much longer 
period. 

The following bills were presented and passed : 

Telegraph a-c dated Aug. 1-82. *2.80. 

W. T. Webster, maps for Laud Office. |4.50. 

W. G. Stewart, postage a-c for June, »23.S8. 

W. G. Stewart, postage a-c for July, $10.09. 
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B. M. Burroughs, timber ngettt, expense a-e for month 
June, 961-25. 

John A. Craig for map furnished Tinibe.* Agt., 92-25, 
John Melkmgall Stationery furnished Salesman's Of- 
fice, lio.:::.. 

C. B. Gwynn. services ag Ct'fc. in Salesman's Office for 
month July, fTifl.Ml. 

J. B. Collins, services as (Tk. in Salesman's Office for 
month July, 950.00. 

the Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, Pre*. 

W. I). BARNES. Secv. 



Tallahassee, Aug. 25th, 1882. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. liloxhani. Governor. 
W. 1>. Barnes, Comptroller. 
H. A. I/Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Hauey, Atty. Gen I. 
P. W. White, Coiur. Lauds & Immigration. 
On Motion of P. \V. White it was ordered : 
That the sum of Two hundred & eighty Dollars (9280) 
he paid to H. T. Blocker for service* as agent of the Board 
to take proofs of the swamp indemnity investigation, 
which sum is to be charged to 8. I. Wailes in the final ad 
just men t of his accounts with the Board. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BTjOXHAM, Pres. 

W. D. BAEXES, Sec'v. 



Tallahassee, Fla., Aug. 28th. 1882, 
Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloiham, Governor. 

W. I>. Barnes, Comptroller. 

n. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

Geo. P. Raney: Atty.'Geni. 

P. W. White,' Oomr! Lands k Immr. 
The following was offered and passed : 
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WhemiB, Emory F. Skinner of Escambia Co. has made 
and delivered to the Trustees a Deed of conveyance for 
the 2257.47-100 acres of land erroneously conveyed to 
him in three Deeds numbered 0259, 9421. & 9688, as pro- 
vided in the order of the Hoard passed June 3rd 1882, it is 
ordered (hat the purchase money for said land, the sum of 
Fifteen Hundred and Eighty eight (12 100 Dollar* 
|| 1588.02), be now refunded to the said Skinner as di- 
rected in the said order of June 3rd. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, Pre*, 

W. I>. BARNES. Sec'y. 



Tallahassee, Florida, August 29th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
1'resent : William I>. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Kngle, Treasurer. 
George P. Haney. Attorney General. 
1*. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration presented 
Id the Board an affidavit of Edward E. Ropes, setting 
forth that a Certificate of purchase issued to him by the 
State Land Office for Lot No. 2, Section 11, Township 15, 
South, Range 27, East, containing 56.14-100 acres was 
returned by him to Hugh A. Cnrley then in charge of the 
State Land Office and that said Certificate was never re- 
turned to him nor haa since been in his possession, and 
That the same has never been assigned or transferred by 
htm. 

He also exhibited Certificate No. 6176 issned from the 
Land Officec October 17th 1871. to the said Ropes for 
Lot No. 5 Sect. 12, in Township 15 South of Range 27, 
East, containing 40 acres, and it appearing that the. lands 
embraced in the above mentioned' Certificates had been 
previously patented by the United States to other parties^ 
and that the said Ropes bad paid for the. . UlhttadfiseYibeV) 
in both of said Certificates the sum of One hundred and 
twenty 18 100 Hollars. It is ordered that the said sum 
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of money be; refunded to said Rope* by the Trcnuuivr of 
this Board, and that naid entries be canceled. 

Mr. G. B. Griffin of the Arlington and Atlantic Rail- 
road appeared before the Board and exhibited Articles of 
Incorporation and Map of Survey of Raid line of Road to 
extend from Arlington in Dnval County to the Atlantic 
Beach in Section 33, T 2, S, R 29, E, in said county; and 
applied for the withdrawal from market of the odd num- 
bered sections of Rwamp and overflowed lands for six 
miles on each side of said line of Road, and the Board, 
after due consideration, directed that the withdrawal be 
made as requested to aid in the construction of Paid road, 
to remain in force until the farther order of the Board. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest r W. T>. RT.OXHAM. President. 

W. TV BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, .Florida. August 30th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William T>. Bloxham, Governor. 
William TV Barnes. Comptroller, 
Henry A. L'Engle. Treasurer, 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Tmmigrntion. 
G. P. Healy. Esqr., appeared before the Board in behalf 
of the Jacksonville and Palatka Rail Road and having 
filed a plat, accompanied with proper affidavit, of the pur- 
vey of said line of road to extend from Jackson villi to Pa- 
latka. applied for an order of withdrawal -if thi ndd-nnfh- 
bered sections of swamp lands for nix mile« m each side 
of said road — Whereupon it waR. Resolved. That the odd- 
numbered sections of land, granted bv the act of f mares 8 
September 28th IRiW). for six miles on e:idi side of the par- 
leyed line of the Jacksonville MMHPatetka Rnil Road tie 
withdrawn from sale for the benefit of sain road, nnfil the 
further order of the Board; but upon the condition, that 
all actual settlers residing upon said lands nt ihe linn of 
this withdrawal shall bnve the right to purchase the lands 
upon which they "have so settled at the s"Iieduli> prices 
fixed for the same. 



The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : • VV. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

\V. T>. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 8th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Attorney General's Office. 
Present: W. I>. Bloxham, Governor. 

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
P. W. White, Comr. of Lands & Immigration. 
Geo. P. Kaney, Atty. Genl. 
The Attorney General was appointed Secretary pro 
tern. 

A letter from C. D. Williard, Esq., to the Governor, of 
August 28th, asking for a postponement of seizure of the 
Railroad from Tallahassee to St. Marks, under the decree 
of the U. 8. Circuit Court of May 31, 1879, for balance of 
purchase money, was laid before the Board and consid- 
ered. The Governor was instructed to send the follow- 
ing telegram to Mr. Williard as expressing the conclu- 
sion of the Board, to wit : 

Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 8th, 1882. 
C. T*. Williard, Esq., 

Fifth Avenue Hotel and 35 Wall Street, Rooms 27 and 
28 Third Floor, New York. Replying to yours of August 
28th the Trustees feel that they have indulged its long as 
possible. The U. S. Marshall will be directed to seize the 
St, Marks road on September twentieth unless satisfac- 
tory arrangements for settlement are made. 

W. D. BLOXHAM. 

The Attorney of the Board was directed to instruct the 
Marshall to seize and sell the road, said seizure to be 
made September 20th 1882, unless otherwise directed in 
the interim. 

The Governor was also requested to communicate the 
above action of the Board to Mr. Williard by letter. 

The account of the W. U. Telegraph Company for mes- 
Bapes sent and received amounting to ?36.f : 7, was nop* & 
ordered paid — and also the account of A. Dtggctt for cer- 
tifying coupons amounting to ?7.50. 
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B. M. Burroughs, timber agent, expense a-* for montk 
June. $61.25. 

•lolm A. Ouig for 111:41 furnished Tiiubc .■ Agt., 92.25. 

John Mel tonga II Htatiunery furnished Kalearoans Of- 
fice, flHAV 

('. B, Gwynn. service* an (Tk. in Salesman's Offire for 
month July* fTrfUMJ, 

J. B. Collins, service* us (Tk. in Salesman's Off ire for 
month <lnly. f5fl.(10. 

^be Bonrd then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLGXHAM, Pre*, 

W. I>. BARNES. Seer. 



Tallahassee. Aug. 25th. 1882. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present : W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. I*. Harnett, t 'oniptroller. 
. H. A- l/Engle. Treasurer. 
Qee. P. ltnney. Atty. Genl. 
1*. W. White Comr. I^kkIh & Immigration. 
On Motion of I'. W. White it was ordered: 
That the sum of Two hundred & eighty Dollars ($280) 
he paid to H. T. Blocker for services as agent of the Board 
to take proofs of the swamp indemnity investigation, 
which sum is to \w charged to s I. Wailes in the final ad- 
justment of his accounts with the Board. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W\ I>. BTjOXHAM, Pres. 

W. D. BARNES. Sec'y. 



Tallabaaaee, Fla., Aug. 28th. 1882. 
Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. 1>. Bloxham, Governor. 

W. I>. Barnes. Comptroller. 

H. A, L'Enjrle, Treasurer. 

Geo; -P; Ka ne v . Att v. Gen 1 . 

P. W. White, romr. Lands & Imntr. 
The following was offered and passed: 



in 

Whereas, Emorj F. Skinner of Escambia Co. has made 
and delivered to the Trustees ■ l»eod of conveyance Wr 
the 2257.47- 100 acre* of land erroneously conveyed to 
him in three Deeds numbered 9M§, !M2l. & 0638. as pro- 
vided in the order of the Board passed June 3rd 1882, it is 
ordered J hat the pill-Thane money for Haiil lnnd. the sum of 
Fifteen Hundred and Eighty eight 02-100 Dollars 
(91588.02), be now refonded to the Mid Skinner as di- 
rected in the said order of .lune 3rd. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, Pre*. 

W. D. BABNES, Sec'y. 



Tallahassee, Florida. August 29th. 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William I). Bloxham. (governor. 
William D. Basnet*. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Bngle, t reasurer. 
(ioorge P. Raney. Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Com missiouer of l.tvml^ and 
Immigration. 

The Commissioner of Land* and Immigration presented 
to the Board an affidavit of Edward B. Ropes, setting 
forth that a Certificate of purchase issued to him by the 
State Land Office for Lot No. 2, Section 11, Township 15, 
South, Bange 27, F^at, containing 56.14-100 acres was 
returned by him to Hugh A. Corley then in charge of the 
State J^and Office and that said Certificate was never re- 
turned to hfm nor has since been in his possession, and 
that the same has never been assigned or transferred by 
bin. 

He also exhibited Certificate No. 6176 issued from the 
Land Officer October 1 7th 1871, to the said Bones for 
Lot No. 5 Sect 12, in Township 15 South of "Range 27, 
East, containing 40 acres, and it appearing that the., lands 
embraced in the above mentioned Cerriflrntes had been 
previously patented by the United States to other parties, 
and that 'the said Hopes had paid for the ianda : *vde^cribed 
in both of said Certificates the sum of One Tiundred and 
twentv 18 100 Dollars. It ia ordered that the said stnn 
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of monej be refunded to naitl Ropes by the Treasurer of 
thii Board, and that Raid entries be canceled. 

Mr. G. B. Griffin of the Arlington and Atlantic Kail- 
road appeared before the Board and exhibited Articles of 
lnrorporntion and Map of Survey of Raid line of Rond 10 
extend from Arlington in Duval County to the Atlantic 
Beach in Section 33, T 2, B, R 29, E, in Baid county; and 
applied for the withdrawal from market of the odd num- 
bered sections of Pwnnip and overflowed lands for six 
miles on earn side of said line of Hoad. and the Board, 
after doe consideration, directed that the withdrawal be 
made as requested to aid in the construction of said road, 
to remain in force until the farther order of the Board. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. T>. BLOXHAM. President. 

W. T\ BARNER. Secretary. 



Tallahassee -Florida. August 30th. lftR2. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William T>. Bloxham. Governor. 
William T>, Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. I/Engle. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney Oneral. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
G. P. Healy. Esqr.. appeared before the Board in behalf 
of the Jacksonville and Palntka Rail Road and having 
ffled a plaf . accompanied with proper affidavit, nf the sur- 
vey of said line of road to extead from .Tnrksomitle to Pn- 
latkn. applied for an order of withdrawn! of the odd num- 
bered sections of swamp lands for k?x uuIph on eneh side 
of said road — Whereupon it was. Resolved. That Ihe odd- 
numbered sections of land, granted bv the net of f meress 
September 2Rth lfiiW. for six miles on eai-b side of the sur- 
veyed line of the Jacksonville and Palatka Hail Bond lie 
withdrawn from sale for the benefit of saio road, until (he 
further order of the Board | but upon the condition. Hint 
all actual settlers residing upon said lands nt the fiine of 
this withdrawal shall have the right to pn rehash the lands 
opon which they'have so settled at the schedule prices 
fixed for the same. 
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The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : . W. D, BIjOXHAM, Presideut. 

W. I>. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tal!ahnssec, Flo., Kept. 8th, 1882. 
The Board m«t in the Attorney General's Office. 
Present : W. I). Bloxham. Governor. 

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
P. W. White, Comr. of Lands & Immigration. 
Geo. P. Baney, Atty. Genl. 
The Attorney General was appointed Secretary pro 
tern. 

A letter from C. D. Wmiard, Esq., to the Governor, of 
August 28th, asking for a postponement of seizure of the 
Railroad from Tallahassee to St. Marks, under the decree 
of the U. S. Circuit Court of May 31, 1879, for balance of 
purchase money, was laid before the Board and consid- 
ered. The Governor was instructed to send the follow- 
ing telegram to Mr. Williard as expressing the conclu- 
sion of the Board, to wit : 

Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 8th, 1882. 
C. P. Williard, EBq., 

Fifth Avenue Hotel and 35 Wall Street. Roouia 2T and 
28 Third Floor, New York. Replying to yours of August 
28th the Trnstees feel that they have indulged as long as 
possible. The U. S. Marshall will be directed to seize the 
St. Marks road on September twentieih unless satisfac- 
tory arrangements for settlement are made. 

W. D. BLOXHAM. 

The Attorney of the Board was directed to instruct the 
Marshall to seize and pell the road, said seizure to be 
made September 20th 1882, unless otherwise directed in 
the interim. 

The Governor was also requested to communicate the 
above action of the Board to Mr. Williard by letter. 

The account of the W. U. Telegraph Company for mes- 
sages sent and received amounting to $3fl.c-7, was a up' ft 
ordered paid — and also the account of A. Uoggett for cer- 
tifying coupons amounting to |7.50. 
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The Board "(hen adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM. President. 

GEO. P. RANEY. Secy, pro Tern. 



Tallahassee, F)a., Sept. 11th. \K<± 
The Board met in the Governor's Office. 
Present : W. 1>. Bloxhnm. Governor. 

IT. A. I/Engle, Treasurer. 

P. W. White, Comm'r Lands & Immigration. 

George 1*. Raney, Atty. General. 

The Attorney General acting as Secretary Pro tein. 

The following letter was received from Mr. Hamilton 
Disston and ordered spread upon the minutes, viz: 

Philadelphia, Sep. 6th, 1882. 
To the Honorable Board of Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement of Florida, 
Gentlemen : 

I herewith consent to the payment by Sir Edward J. 
Reed of Thirty Thousand Dollars at once Rnd balance on 
September 20th. 

Yours Very Respect fully. 

(Sigd) HAMILTON DIRSTON. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM. President. 

GEO. P. RANEY. Secy, pro Tern. 



Tallahassee, Flu., Sept. 14. 1882. 
The Board met in the Atty. Genl's Office. 
Present : Wm. D. Bloxham, Governor. 
Henry A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 
P. W. White, Comr. of Lands & Immigration. 
Geo. P. Ranei, Atty. Gen I. 
The following resolution wns adopted: 
Resolved that for all lands in the odd numbered sec- 
tiaoa sold by this Board and lyinjj within the Drainage 
District of the Atlantic & Gulf Coast Carnal & Okeei holiee 
Land Company, to which said Company would be entitled, 
sime -Inne 18th, 1S8I. the said Company shall be entitled 
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to receive from the Board au euual number of arm* to be 
selected within the even numbered sections in said drain- 
age district. 

The Hoard then adjourned. 
Attest; V.\ I). BU1XHAM. President. 

GEO. P. R.VNEY, Secy. ,)ro Teni. 



Tallahassee, Fla.. Sep:. 15th. 1882. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present : Wni. T). Rloxhnm, Governor. 
Henry A. L'Engde, Treasurer. 
P. W. White, Coinr. Ijinds & Immigration. 
Geo. P. Raney, Atty. Gen I. 

The Treasurer was directed to pay Flon. Charles W. 
Jones the suiu of four thousand nine l\un<irpd and si xty 
two 80-100 ($4962 80 100) an fees for professional ser- 
vices in the Supreme Court of the United States in the 
cam* of the Tnwtees of the I. I. Fund vs. the Admr. of 
Francis Vose. and take his receipt therefor. 

The St. Johns and Suwannee River R. R. Co. having 
filed a plan of survey of its route from Melrose to Fort 
Fanning on the Suwannee River it was ordered that the 
odd numbered sections of Swamp (.and*, within six miles 
of the line of said ronte be temporarily withdrawn from 
sale, except lands occupied by actual settlers, aB to which 
the Board reserves the right to make sale to actual set- 
tlers. 

It was ordered that as the NEJ of the NWJ of See. 24. 
T 2f», S, R 29 E. containing 39 00 100 acres, has been con- 
veyed to the South Florida R. R. Company the same being 
within its six mile Limit, and Crawford Bass—has hereto- 
fore paid the sum of $39.00-1 00 to this Board for the same 
and said R. Company is willing to convey said lands to 
said Bass— on aaid money being turned over to it, that 
the Tren surer of this Board is authorized to pay over said 
money to e;ii<] Company on snch conveyance being made. 

The Board adjourned. 
Attest : W. I). BLOXHAM. President. 

-GEO. P. HANKY, Secy, pro tern. 
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Tallahassee, Fla., Sept 18, 1882. 

■The Board mot in the Executive Office, 

Present: W. I>. Rloxhi'm, Governor. 
H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
O. P. Raney, Atty. Genl. 

The Atty Genl acted as Secy pro teni. 

It was ordered that the seizure of the railroad from St. 
Marks to Tallahassee by the U. S. Marshall directed in 
the proceedings of the 8th instant be postponed till farth- 
er orders, and that the A try of the Board be instructed 
to notify the Marshall accordingly and to direct the Clerk 
not to certify the decree to the Marshall till otherwise in- 
structed. 

The Board adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

GEO. P. RANEY, Secy pro Tem. 



Tallahassee, Fla., Sept- 20, 1882. 

The Board met in the Executive. 

Present : Wm, D. Bios ham. Govt. 

Henry A. L'Engle, Treas'r. 
Geo. P. Raney, Atty Genl. 

The Atty Genl was appointed &ecy pro Tem. 

It wnB resolved that the Treasurer do invest in bonds or 
stocks authorized by the second section of the Internal 
Improvement Art, an amount of money equal to the 
amount of the principal of outstanding unmatured Pen- 
sacola & Ga. R. R. bonds — out of moneys received on the 
decree of May 3t, 1879, in the 'Schutte Case." 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. P. BLOXHAM, President. 

GEO. P. BANEY, Secy pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Fla.. Sept. 23rd. 1882. 
The Board met fn the Executive Office. 
Present: W. P. Rloxham, Governor. 

TV. I>. Barnes, Comptroller. 

H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

Geo. T. Raney, Att'y Gen'l. 
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A communication was laid before the Board from J. W. 
Perry, Shff. of Colombia County in relation to timber cot 
on Sees. 24 & 25 T 7, S, R 16, E, by Capt Moody whose 
permit had expired—And it appearing that there was no 
intentional trespass iqn-n the, public lands, the Commis- 
sioner of Lands was requested to advise and authorize 
Mr. I'erry the Sheriff to make a compromise settlement 
for the timber so cut by him upon terms that are equita- 
ble and just. 

The Board adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAH, Pres. 

W. D. BARNES, Sec'y. 



Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 27th, 1882. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: W, D. Bloxham, Govr. 
W. D. Barnes, Compt. 
H. A. L'Engle, Treasr. 
Geo. P. Raney, Att'y Gen'l. 

The following resolution was offered & passed : 

Whereas: under the contract with Hamilton Disston 
for the sale of four Million Acre* of Land, it was agreed 
that the Board might sell lands to be selected by him 
thereunder, and that upon making such sale the Board 
should pay over to Disston the proceeds thereof; and 
Whereas, the Board has sold lands so selected and paid 
for by him— the proceeds of such sales being $12 RfW.05.— 
it is ordered that the Treasurer do pay to said Disston 
the said sum of Twelve Thousand eight Hundred and six- 
ty eight Dollars & five cents, taking his receipt therefor. 

The Board adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BAHNES, Sec'y. 



Tallahassee. Fin., Sept. 30th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Btoxhnm, Govt. 

W. D, Barnes. Compt. 

H. A. L'Engle, Trrasr. 

Geo. P. Raney, Att'y Gen'l. 
12 I. I. 
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The following bills were presented & pa sued : 

J. It. Collins :ih rieik in Tjind 
Angnst and September. $100.00. 

O. B. Gwynn as Clerk in Salesman's Office for the 
months of August & Sept., « 100.00. 

W. I>. Barnes :is Sec'y of Board for thrw ; months, 
July. August, & Kept., f 100.00. 

Corlies. Mary & C-o. account of stationery for Hale*-' 
man's Office. 40.00. 

W. G. Stewart postage a-r for Salesman's Office for 
month of An gust. 27J18. 

Acrcount for postage for Treasurer of Hoard, 15.00. 

C. A. Bryan ruling for Treasurer of Board. 1.00. 

The following resolution was offered and adopted: 

Whpreas: Objection has been made to I lie claims of cer- 
tain Settlers on the Oisston 1'nrchase, in South Florida, 
by some of the agents of the Florida Laud and Improve- 
ment Company. Resolved, that Capt. B. If. Burroughs. 
State timber agent, be instructed to visit that section as 
early as practicable to examine into and report upon the 
fncls connected with the claims so objected to; and also 
to inquire into other cases of like character that may 
come to his knowledge. 

The Board then adjourned. 
A ttest r W. O. BLOX BAM. Pres. 

\Y. I). BARNES. Sec'y. ' 



Tallahassee. Fla., Oct. 2, 1S82. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. I). Bloxhnm. Govt. 
W. P. Barnes. Compt. 
Geo. P. Raney. Att'y Gen'l. 
A cntunumication from J. .1. Dunne, President of the 
I'cigo Beach Railway was read to the Board, stating that 
articles of association for the incorporation of said Rail- 
way had been filed in the office of the Secretary of State; 
and a plat of survey of the line of said Railway, with 
pro{K>r affidavit, having been also filed; and application 
being made for the withdrawal of the even numbered sec- 
tions of the Swamp and overflowed lands belonging to 
the State, and lying along the line of said Railway, ex- 
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tending -from Mandarin on the St. John* River, to the 
]>eigo Beat*h on the Atlantic; it is ordered that the even 
numbered Sections of lund be withdrawn, as requested, 
temporarily, except the lands occupied by actual settlers; 
as to which the board reserves the right to make sale to 
such, actnal settlers. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, Pre*. 

W, D. BABNES. Sec'y. 



Tallahassee. Florida. October 5th, 1882. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present : W. Ft. Blnxhntn, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. I/Engle. Treasurer. 

Letter from V. J. White, President of the Ht. Johns and 
Halifax Bail Boad Company, together with the details of 
construction of said Boad, were laid before the Board, re- 
iUH'Htiuc that the State Engineer be directed to inspect 
the road as far as completed at as early a day as possible. 
It was ordered by the Board that Capt. H. R. Duval. State 
Engineer, be directed to examine the work of construction 
of said road at his earliest convenience, and make due 
report thereof, and that the details of construction be also 
referred to him for examination and report. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: . W. TV BLOXHAM. President. 

W. P. EARNER. Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Fla.. Oct. 9th. 1882. 
The Board met in Executive Office. 
Present : W. T). Bloxhanx Governor, 

W. D. Barnes. Oompt. 

H. A. L'Enule. Treasr. % 

P. W. White. Com'r of Lands & Immi. 

Geo. P. Raney, Atty. GenK 
The following accounts were presented and passed: W. 
G. Stewart postage ac for Rept.. $33.38. 
Western Union Telegraph ac. $6.40. 
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• 

The Hoard then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

Pres. 
Attest: 

W. D, BARNES, 
t Secy. 



Tallahassee, Florida, 

October 30th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 

. Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

On motion the Attorney Genl was appointed Secretary 
protein. 

Mr. Henderson laid before the Board an application of 
the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Lund 
Company of Florida to have the western boundary of the 
Drainage District established; and presented a map with 
an endorsement by F. A. Hendry thereon and asked that 
the line indicated be adopted, — 

The following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the western boundary of the # district to 
be drained by the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and 
Okeechobee Land Company under its contract with the 
Board be and is defined as follows: Commencing on 
Township line between Twenty-flve (25) and Twenty 
six (2G) down the Range line between Twenty seven (27) 
and Twenty eight (28) to line between Township Twenly 
nine (29) and Thirty (30) TJience west along said line 
to line between Ranges Twenty six (2(5) and Twenty 
■even (27) thence South on said Range lm« to the line be- 
tween Township Thirty two and thirty three (32 & 33) 
thence East to Range line between Ranges Twenty seven 
(27) and Twenty eight (28) thence South on said Range 
line to Township line between Township Thirty five (35) 
and Thirty six (3fi) thence west on said line to Range 
Jine between Twenty six (2G) and Twenty seven (27) 
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thence 'South to Township line between Forty (4(1) and 
Forty one (41) thence west on said line to Range line 
between Ranges Twenty five (25) and Twenty six (26) 
thence Smith on said line to Township line between Town- 
ship Forty one (41) and Forty two (42) and thence west 
to "Charlotte Harbor thence along the Coast to the line 
between Township Forty five (45) and Forty six (46) 
thence East along said Township line to Range line be- 
tween Ranges Twenty six (26) and Twenty seven (27) 
thence South on said Range line to the Waters of the- 
Golf of Mexico. 

Provided, That no compensation shall be allowed to 
the said Company for any lands heretofore sold by the 
TrnBtees of the Internal Improvement Fund lying west or 
the line between Ranges Twenty seven (27) and Twenty 
eight (2M. 

Rill of C. E. Dyke for Three hundred and thirty four 
75-100 Dollars, on ae Printing and Stationery furnished 
State Land Office was ordered jmid. 

The Compensation of J. R. Collins, Clerk in Land Office 
was fixed at Seventy five Dollars per month from Novem- 
ber 1st prox. until the farther of the Hoard. 

A Communication from Hamilton Disston in relation 
to the Jacksonville, Tampa, and Key West Railroad Land 
Grant was referred to Hon. P. W. White, Commissioner 
of Lands &c, to investigate and report upon as early as 
practicable. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 

Attest : 

GEO. P. RANEY. 

Secretary pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida, 

November 10th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. • 
Present: William I>. Rloxham. Governor. 
William T>. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands &e. 
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Capt. B. M. Burroughs, who had been requested to in- 
quire into and report upon the claims of certain settlers 
on whnt is known as the (Siulf Coast Beeerve in the Di«a 
ton purchase, appeared before the Board and reported the 
following cimes in diBpute to wit: W. H. Walkins. B. F. 
Meyers, Samuel E. Hojie. Hiram Pent. Henry Furguson, 
C. F. Wall and Jacob B. Mickier; upon which action was 
deferred, and the Secretary instructed to inform the 
Florida Land and Improvement Company accordingly, 
and to further say that sale would be made to the other 
settlers applying in accordance with the terms made by 
the Board with Mr. Disston. unless objection is made at 
once. 

The Attorney of the Board was directed to instruct 
the T*. & Marshall to seize and sell the Bail Road from 
St. Marks to Tallahassee with all the property belonging 
thereto, in pursuance of a Decree of the T5. 8. Circuit 
Court of May 3lBt. 1879, for balance of purchase money. 

The following communication from Hamilton Di Baton 
was read and ordered to lie spread upon the minutes: 

Philadelphia, October 31st, 1882. 
To the Houorable Board of Trustees *of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund. Tallahassee. Florida, 
Gentlemen : 

Please pay to the order of the Florida Land and Im- 
provement Company at Jacksonville alt monies >ou re- 
ceive on account of Settlers. 

Yours Very Respectfully, 

HAMILTON DISSTOX. 

The following bills were ordered paid : 

Q, K. Dyke, for printing. Twenty three 25-lfl| Dollrvrw. 

C. E. Dyke, for printing. Five 25100 Dollars. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM. 

President. 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florid i, 

November 13th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William J>. Barnes, Comptroller. 
- Henry A. I/Engle, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attoraf> General. 
P. \V. White. Commissions jfcc. 
It was ordered that one hundred Dollars be advanced 
to J.;^ Ourkee, U. 8. Marshall to pay for advertising 
sale of the Tallahassee R. R. which was ordered to be 
seized and sold on 10th inst. 

The following Bills were ordered to he paid: 
Capt. B. M. Burroughs, Timber Agent, for expenses for 
the month of July, Seventeen 50-100 Dollars, Same, Ex- 
penses for August. Forty Bix 25-100 Dollars, Same, Ex- 
penses for September Sixty two 75-100 Dollars, W. G. 
Stewart ac for postage Salesman's Office for month of 
October Twenty five 65-100 Dollars, J. B. Collins. Clerk 
in Salesman's Office for month of October Fifty Dollars. 
C. B. Gwynn, for services as Clerk in Salesman's Of- 
fice for month of October, Fifty Dollars. 

It was ordered that the Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration refund to Adams and Waldron the sum of 
Thirty seven 38-100 Dollars, amount paid in by them for 
land to which the Trustees could not give a title. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM. 

President. 
Attest : 

W. D.tfiARNES, 
* Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, 

November 16th, 1882. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William D. iMoxham, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 

P. W. White,' Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 



• 
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The Salesman laid before the Board the application of 
James N. Hollingsworth, of Manatee County, to enter as 
an actual settler the following lands in the Peace Creek 
and Agricultural Improvement Country to wit: SEJ of 
NE| of Section 27. Township 37, £. of Range 24, E, and 
the NE| of SEJ Section 27. Township 37, S. Range 24, 
E, containing 80 acres. 

It waB ordered, that he be allowed to enter the same. 

The Salesman also presented application of J. W. 
Wbidden, to have entry made by taim for Peter Brown 
on 18th July 18S2. cancelled; and it appearing that a 
mistake was tn;ide in paid entry, and the Certificate No. 
11187 being returned, it was ordered that the entry be 
cancelled, and that the money. Ninety six dollars, paid 
in by said Whidden be returned to him. 

The account of the Daily Florida Union for Advertis- 
ing notice to Holders of Bonds and Coupons, was pre- 
sented and passed for Five Dollars. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 



President. 



Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. 

November 20th 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Rl ox h a m^ Governor, 
William D. Barae*. Oinptr^er, 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White. Commissioner of Lands &e. 
The Treasurer of the Board presented a bill for Ex- 
penses and Telegraph charges, amounting to Sixteen dol- 
lars, which was ordered paid. 

The following letter of S. H. Grey, President of the 
Atlantic and Gulf CoaRt Canal and Okeechobee Land 
Company, and the resolution accompanying the same 
was read and ordered to be spread upon the minutes: 



1ST, 

Philadelphia, Pa., Octoher 16th, 1882. 
To the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of 
the State of Florida. 
Gentlemen : 

In accordance with a resolution of the Board of Direc- 
tors passed at a meeting held the 14th inst, a copy of 
which I have the honor to en-close, this Company desires 
to relinquish all rights" acquired by Resolution of your 
Honorable Board of March 24th. 1882. by which the even 
numbered sections alnng the line of the Atlantic Coast 
Steamboat Canal and Improvement Company, were re- 
served to said Company, and that the said lauds may be 
now restored to public entry. 

Yours Very Respectfully. 
(Signed) 8. H. GREY, 

President, Atlantic 
and Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company. 

Philadelphia. October 14th. 18S2. 
At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Atlantic 
and Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company 
held this date at .105 Walnut St. the following Resolu- 
tion was offered and passed : 

Resolved, That the President be and is hereby instruct, 
ed to inform the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund of the State of Florida that this Company aban- 
dons its claims to any lands to which it would be entitled 
along tbe line of the Atlantic Coast Steamboat Canal and 
Improvement Company, by reason of its exercise of the 
franchise conferred upon it to build Baid canal, and like 
notice to be given to the President of the Florida Land 
and Improvement Oomoanv. 

(Signed) RICHARD SALINGER, 

Secretarv. 

The following Resolutions were offered and adopted : 
Resolved, That the Resolution adopted .July 20th, 1882. 
in regard to conveying to 'the Atlantic and Gulf Coast 
Canal and Okeechobee Land Company one hundred and 
fifty thousand acres of land of the odd Sections in the 
drainage district be amended so as to read and be as fol- 
lows: First: That to enable the said Atlantic and Gulf 
Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company to carry on 
the work contemplated by its contract for drainage with 
this Board, we will convev to it one hundred and flftv 
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thousand acres of land of the odd sections within the 
drainage district said one hundred and fifty thousand 
acres, being a portion of the land which will fall or be- 
long to said Company under said contract, such convey- 
ance to tie on the following condition, viz: That said 
Company shall use and exj>end Thirty seven thousand 
Ave hundred dollar* ($37,500), which it. may be enabled 
to procure on account of having such conveyance, or on 
the faith thereof, in the further work of the drainage 
provided by such contract. None of it however to be ex- 
pended or paid out for work already done, and upon 
the further condition that this Board shall have the right 
to appoint an agent to insj>ect such work hereafter to be 
done and that done during the present month and the 
further right to examine all accounts for such work which 
may be paid for from such money, with power to reject 
any improper or excessive charge or expenditure, and 
upon the further condition that the said Atlantic and 
Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company shall 
enter into bond with good sureties or security, to be ap- 
proved by this Hoard, in the sum of Thirty seven thous- 
and five hundred dollars i $37,500), payable to said Board 
and its successors in office, conditioned that said Atlantic 
and Oulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee I^and Company 
shall expend the sum of at least Thirty seven thousand 
five hundred dollars, in such further work of drainage, 
such expenditures and the accounts therefor to be ap- 
proved by said Board. And whereas it is understood that 
money has been obtained by said Company upon the faith 
that the conveyance contemplated by said original resolu- 
tion of July 20th, 1882, would be made it is agreed that 
the expenditures made and to be made for work done or 
to be done daring the present month of November, which 
may be approved by the Board, shall be taken and in- 
cluded as a part of the sum of Thirty seven thousand five 
hundred dollars, aforesaid. 

Resolved, Second: That we will convey to said Com- 
pany six odd niiinliered < sect mmw-< additional within the 
drainage district for every mile of Canal, 20 feet wide 
and five feet deep which may since the first day of the 
present month have been completed or may hereafter be 
completed by said Company in accordance with the terms 
of Its contract of drainage and on the above conditions — 
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Reports of State Engineer on the construction of fifty 
milt* additional of tbe Pensacola and Atlantic Railroad 
and of Twenty three and one half miles of the Live Oak 
and Kow lands Bluff Railroad, were received and ordered 
filed. 
The Board then adjourned. 





W. D. BLOXHAM, 


mt * 


President 


W. D. BARNES, 




Secretary. 





Tallahassee, Florida, 
November 25th, 1882. 
Tbe Board met in tbe Executive Office. 
['i>wu t : William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands k 
Immigration. 

Tin- following resolution was unanimously adopted : 
Resolved, That the Secretary of this Board be in- 
Mnu'ted to address a communication to Hamilton Diss- 
ton slating that, unless the balance of the purchase 
♦money due on the contract of sate of the four million 
acres of land to him, made on the first day of Jnne A. D. 
1881. is paid on or before the fifteenth day of December 
A. IK 1882, a default will be called, in accordance with 
ilif terms of said contract. 



Tbe Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 



W. D. BLOXHAM. 

President. 



W. I). BARNES, 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, *♦ 

November 28th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D, Bloxhani. Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Baney. Attorney General, 

P, W. White, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

Mr. W. T. Forbes appeared before the Board in behalf 
of the Florida Land and Improvement Company, and 
aaked that in locating the floats issued to Mr. Disston in 
bodies of six hundred and forty acres, they may include 
tracts occupied by "Settlers;" provided such settler* 
should not have paid for their lands prior to 1fre date 
when float was or may be filed in the State Land Office; 
and any such settlers who have not yet paid shall have 
until January 1st 1883, to pay for their lands at State 
prices; under the same rulings and on the same condi- 
tions as apply to other settlers on the Disston purchases 
— which proposition was assented to — the Trustees re- 
serving the right to determine what constitutes a "set- 
tler" within the meaning of the agreement existing be- 
tween them and Mr, Disston. 

The Salesman laid before the Board the application of 
Samuel 8. Lowe, of Monroe Co., to have the entrv made 
by him of the NW* & SWJ of Section 26, T. 59, 8, B 40, 
E, & conveyed by I>eed No. 10111, dated 31st Mav 1881, 
exchanged for EJ of NE$. NW| of NEf E£ of NW£. W$ 
of SWi & NE$ of SW£ of Sect. 24. T 59. S, R 40 E, and* 
it appearing to the Board that said entry was made by 
mistake, and that the said Lowe had made and executed 
a Deed 'conveying the same back to the Trustees, and that 
thf lands now sought to be entered in lieu thereof, are the 
same in quantity, it is ordered that the change of entry 
be made as applied for. 

The account of the Treasurer, for express charges on 
Bonds received from North Carolina, amounting to Five 
25-100 Dollars, was ordered paid. 
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V The Hoard then adjourned, 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, 

December lat, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Ranej, Attorney General. 
P. W. White. Commissioner of Lands Ac. 
The following resolution was offered and adopted : 
Whereas the petition of this Board to vacate the de- 
cree made and entered in December last in the matter of 
the Fan] mis Coupons has on hearing been denied by the 
United States Court for the Northern District of Florida 
and whereas an appeal from the order denying said peti- 
tion has lipcn refused, and we are advised by the Solicitor 
for the Trustees in the matter of said petition, Mr. John 
W. Malone. that no appeal lies from such order denying 
eaid petition, it is Resolved that the Treasurer of this 
Board do pay to Joseph II. Durkee. the balance remain- 
in ;: dun on paid decree of December last, aforesaid. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, December 13th, 18S2. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William r». Bloxham. Governor. 

Ilenry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

George r. Rnney, Attorney General. 

P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
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The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration wan re- 
qUeeted to act nw Secretary. > 

The following resolution wan adopted : 

Whereas the Deeds numbered 9170, !M>6(1 and !tlflii,=i. 
made by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund 
of the State of Florida, to Thomas Basnet: of Duval 
County in said State erroneously described the Unds 
therein and thereby conveyed as lying and being in the 
County of Volnsia when in fact they are situale ;md lying 
in the County of Brevard in said State- -And whereas th? 
said Thomas Bassnett hnd returned the said De%*ds num- 
bered as aforesaid to the said Trustees and has requested 
them to execute and deliver to him other Deeds for the 
same lands properly located in lien of those returned as 
aforesaid. Therefore it is Ordered by the Roai*d tliat thr 
request of the said Bassnett be granted and that new 
DeedB for the same lands, with a correction of the error* 
aforesaid, be executed and delivered to the said Bassnett 
in lieu of the Deeds returned as aforesaid, and that the 
Deeds so returned lie marked cancelled. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM. President. 

Secretary pro tetu. 



Tallahassee. Florida, December 18th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. T/Engle, Treasurer. 
Gorge P. Hiiney. Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The following accounts were presented and passed: 
.Tohn W. Malone. Attorney fee in the matter of peti- 
tion to open the decree in the SammiB Coupon Case, Two 
hundred Dollars (tanO.flOh 

Hugh A. Cnrley. for work in adjusting Knilroad Grants 
and comparing and correcting Disston Deeds, One hun- 
dred Dollars (flflu.nm. 

GPorge P. Raney, for expenses of Witnesses at Jackson 
ville in ca«e of Swaun vs. The Trustees, Four 25-100 Dol- 
lars (|4.2G). 
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\V. I). Harries. expenses to Jacksonville hi Satiuu.s Cou- 
pon matter, Eight 25-100 Dollars ($8.25). 

It is ordered that the report of 8. L. Xiblac.k on the 
boundary of the Okeechobee Drainage District, be spread 
upon the minutes of the Board. 

The following is a copy of said rejwirt-. „ 

Lake City, Fla.. -Tune 27th, 1882. 
Hon. W. D. HI ox ham. Governor and Ex Officio President 

of the Board of Trustees of the T. I. Fund of Florida. 

In obedience to a resolution of your Hon. Board of 
the 16th March 1882. appointing and requesting me as 
Agent of said Board to make examination of the lands 
granted to the Rtate of Florida as Swamp lands under 
the Act of September 28th 1850. and which are embraced 
in the contract for drainage made by H»id Trustees with 
the "Atlantic and Onlf Toast Canal and Okeechobee Land 
Company," I ha\ T e the honor to say ; I have made the ex- 
amination by personal observation sji fnr as it was prac- 
ticable nnd from information obtained from a large nnm- 
ber of the tieople living in that immediate section of 
country and who have a thorough knowledee of its condi- 
tion, and am prepared to submit my opinion and views 
based upon the sources of information mentioned, and re- 
spectfully submit Ihe following report: 

As part of my inst ructions I was to examine all of Dade 
County except that portion lying north of Township 53. 
and east of the ridge separating the lands overflowed from 
the Okeechobee and the Everglades from the Atlantic 
Ocean, this ridge T suppose to be the west hank of Indian 
River extending sooth from the northern boundary line 
of Dade County to Jupiter Inlet nnd thence on the At- 
lantic Coast to Lake Worth thence south on the Atlantic 
Coast to the Miami River in Township 53, this ridge is 
from 1-4 mile to one mile in width and perhaos in a ft* 
places over one mile wide. At the month of Miami River 
there is a small section suitable for settlement and culti- 
vation. The most of the land originallv belonged to the 
United States, hut has been taken tin by purchase and 
homestead entries. On the banks of New River for a dis- 
tance of about four miles in length nnd one half mile in 
width is land suitable for cultivation without drainage. 
Wi*h the exception of these small pieces of lands, the. 
balance of the land in Dade Countv would come within 
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the terms of jour drainage contract. Fn Brevard County 
your instructions were to examine all the lands lying 
west of the following lines: Commencing at the North 
Kant comer of T 25, It 32, thence S*outh two Townships 
thence East one Township thence south 2 Ts, thence East 
to the N. E. Corner of Township 30, R 37, thence South 
3 Ts, thence East I T. thence South to the North prn boun- 
dary of Dade County: Within this limit there is in the 
neighborhood of Fort I>rnm ft pine ridge about five miles 
in length and I to 3-4 mile in width, that might be, with 
light drainage cultivated; there is also near Taylor Creek 
a small ridge of Fine land that during a dry season might 
be cultivated, but subject to overflow fa a wet season. 
There is also a Pine ridge commencing ahnnt Fort Dav- 
enport and running south to the vicinitv of Lake Tstaka- 
pogn, it is four or five miles wide and has numerous takes 
and ponds on it, and as it approaches the vicinity of Lake 
"Istakapnga" it gradually disappears. No one lives on 
(Ml rirlcp. it is considered to b« very barren. 

Tonr instructions also required me to examine the lands 
in Orarpe Connty in T 25. It's. 28, 29, 30, 31 & 32, and all 
of said Connty South of T 25. Tn my opinion nil the land 
not subject to overflow in this limit, has hecn purchased 
and the remainder would come within the terms of your 
drainage contract. 

Your uisi ructions also required me to examine uli the 
lands in Polk and Manatee Counties East of R 27 and 
also T'b. 38, 39, 40, 41 & 42, of R 26 & 27 in Manatee; all 
of Vunri" 1 1'iusitv m the in si in lar 1 south of the Caloosa- 
hatchie River. I did not visit but a small section of this 
country, but I made strict inqniry of a large number of 
persons who have lived for a number of years in these 
Counties and who have a thorough knowledge of the coun- 
try at all seasons of the year and upon whose judgmenf 
and opinions I think vonr Ro-ird can strictly rely and 
nnon whose opinions 7 hnse this report; that with the ex- 
ception of a verv small quantity of land Immediately on 
the Cnlc.opnhntrhip River and a few small spots or tracts 
south of said river, the entire ronntry would be consid- 
ered and come within Hie terms of vour contract. 

The above report embraces nil the l^nd vonr instruc- 
tors rennired me to examine, and T will add tint, having 
■pent some five weeka in making an examination of not 
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more than two thirds of the Country embraced in yonr 
instructions, and from information received as to the re- 
mainder, as I have above stated, I concluded to return 
and report to your Hon. Board, and if they desired I 
would return and complete the examination. 

I pi ve it as my opinion and view* resulting from exami- 
nation and information received, it is not advisable to 
have a thorough examination and survey made of the 
State lands within said limits and a list prepared desig- 
nating those not subject to overflow and separating them 
from the other lands embraced in the district of Country 
contracted to be reclaimed. k 

The expense attending the organkivWm, equipping and 
supplying of a regular surveying party and the time re- 
quired to go over the territory embraced in the Contract 
would be so heavy, I am satisfied tlfr quantity of land not 
now subject to overflow, would be so small it would not 
nay the State the expense of examination and survey. In 
this opinion I am sustained by all the parties with whom 
I conversed on the subject. 

Although not required by my hrrtTWtion*. yet t ;r.rj 
not be out of place for me to make some statements in 
reference to the condition of the Country rmbraceil within 
your contract for reclamation : The Water r>f Lake Okee- 
chobee does not overflow the entire country around the 
lake except on the Sonth side where it spreads out and 
overflows that section of the country known as the Ever- 
glades. 

The Kissimmee river whose bead waters are in the Coun- 
ty of Orange, runs south and empties into Okeechols-c 
the lakes, prairies and flats on either side of Kissimmee 
river are filled and overflowed from rain fall, at (he snme 
time the banks of the river overflow and the water from 
the river, lakes, &c, come together and cover an immense 
territory of Country, but this overflow is not caused by 
the overflowing and spreading out of the water of Okee- 
chobee. The tendency of the water in the vicinity of »he 
Kissimmee is towaTds Lake Okeechol»ee. On the wcBt 
side of the Lake the direction of the water is towards the 
Oulf and that portion of the Country belween the Lake 
and the bead of Oaloosnhatchie river does overflow hv ihe 
waters from the Lake; But there is on both sides of the 

i.i r. i. 
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The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration *a* ,-*. 
Reeled to act as Secretary. ^1 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Whereas the I>eeds numbered 9170, 9900 and MHV55, 
made by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement I'iuhi 
of the State of Florida, to Thomas Basnet: of Duval 
Count j in said State erroneously described the i.tndu 
therein and thereby conveyed as lying and being in the 
Comity of Volusia when in fact they are si tunic and lying 
in the Connty of Brevard in said State — And whereas th? 
■aid Thomas Bassnett had returned the said Ihvds mim 
bered as aforesaid to the said Trustees and has re^ueste* 
them to eieeute and deliver to him other Deeds for the 
same lands properly located in lieu of those returned at 
aforesaid. Therefore it is Ordered hy the Bnm-d Mutt thf 
request of the said Bassnett be granted and thnt new 
Deeds for the same lands, with a correction of the error* 
aforesaid, be executed and delivered to the said Bassnett 
in lieu of the Deeds returned as aforesaid, and thnt the 
Deeds so returned lie marked ran '-el led. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest; W. D. BLOXHAM. President 

Secretary pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida, Dec-ember 18th, 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William D. Bloxham. Governor. 
William D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Ci»«orye P. Baney. Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The following accounts were presented and passed : 
John W. Malone, Attorney fee in the matter of peti- 
tion to open the decree in the Sammis Coupon Case, Two 
hundred Dollars ($200,001. 

Hugh A. Tor ley. for work in adjusting Railroad Grants 
and comtMiring and correcting Disston Deeds, One hun- 
dred Dollars (1100.00). 

Gforge P. Baney. for expenses of Witne*sen at Jackson- 
ville in case of Swann vs. The Trustees, Four 25-100 Dol- 
lars ($4.25). 
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\\\ 1>. Barnes, expenses to Jacksonville hi Saium.3 fou- 
pun matter. Eight 25-100 Dollars (f8.25). 

It is ordered that the report of 8. L. Xiblack on the 
boundary of the Okeechobee Drainage District, be spread 
upon Die minutes of the Board. 

The following is a copy of said report: 

Lake City, Fla.. Jnne 27th, 1882. 

Hon. W. D. Bloxham, Governor and Hi Officio President 
of the Board of Trustees of the I. I. Fund of Florida. 
In obedience to a resolution of your Hon. Board of 
the 16th March 1882. appointing and requesting me as 
Agent of said Board to make examination of the lands 
granted to the State of Florida as Swamp lands under 
the Act of September 28th 1850. and which are embraced 
in the contract for drainage made by said Trnstees with 
the "Atlantic and Golf Toast Canal and Okeechobee Land 
Company." I have the honor to say ; I have mnde the ex- 
amination by personal observation so far as it was prac- 
ticable and from information obtained from a large num- 
ber of the people living in that immediate section of 
country and who have a thorough knowledge of its condi- 
tion, and am prepared to submit my opinion and views 
based unon the sources* of information mentioned, and re- 
spectfully submifr the following report: 

As part of my instructions I was to examine at) of Dade 
County except that portion lying north of Township 53. 
and east of the ridge separating the lands overflowed from 
the Okeechobee and the Everglades from the Atlantic 
Ocean, this ridge I suppose to be the west bank of Indian 
Uivpr «*x tending south from the northern boundary line 
of Dade County to Jupiter Inlet and thence on the At- 
lantic Coast to Lake Worth thence south on the Atlantic 
Const to the Miami River in Township 53. this ridge is 
front 1-4 mile to one mile in width and perhans in a few 
places over one mile wide. At the mouth of Miami River 
there is a small section suitable for settle?nent and culti- 
vation. The most of the land oriirinallv belonged to the 
Cnited States, but has been taken on by purchase and 
homestead entries. On the banks of "New River for a dis- 
tance of about four miles in length and one half mile in 
width is land suitable for cultivation without drainage. 
Wi*h the exception of these small pieces of lands, the 
balance of the land in Dade Conntv would come within 
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the terms of jour drainage contract. In Brevard County 
your instructions were to examine all the lands lying 
west of the following Hups: Commencing at the North 
East corner of T 25, It 32, thence South two Townships 
thence East one Township thence south 2 Ts, thence East 
to the N. E. Corner of Township 30, B 37. thence South 
3 Tb, thence East 1 T, thence South to the Northern boun- 
dary of Dade County : Within this limit there is in the 
neighborhood of Fort Drum a pine ridge ahont Ave mites 
in length and £ to 3-4 mile in width, that might be, with 
light drainage cultivated ; there is also nean^Taylor Creek 
a small ridge of Pine land that during a dry season might 
be cultivated, but subject to overflow in a wet season. 
There is also a Pine ridge commencing ahout Fnrt Dav- 
enport and running south to the vicinity of Lake Tstnka- 
pogn, it is four or five miles wide and has numerous lakes 
and ponds on it. and as it approaches the vicinity of Lake 
"Tstakapoga" it gradually disappears. No one lives on 
this ridge, it is considered to li? very barren, 

Tonr instructions also required me to examine the lands 
in Orarpe County in T 25. It's. 28, 29, 30. 31 & 32. and all 
of said County South of T 25, In my opinion all the land 
nnt subject to overflow in this limit, has been purchased 
and the remainder would comp within the terms of ynnr 
drainage contract. 

Your instruct inns also required me to examine nil the 
lands in Polk and Manatee Counties East of R 27 and 
also T's. 38, 39, 40. 41 & 42, of R 2G & 27 in Manatee; all 
of Vner'" 1 (':>ntitv en the main la>" \ south if the Catoosa - 
hatchle River. I did not visit bnt a small section of this 
country, bnt I made strict inqniry of a large number of 
persons who have lived for a number of years In these 
Counties and who have a thorough knowledge of the coun- 
try at all seasons of the year and upon whose judgment/ 
and opinions T think yrmr Roird can strictly relv and 
upon whose opinions I base this renort; tliat with the ex- 
ception of a very small quantity of land Immediately on 
the Cn loofah a tchic River and a few small spots or tracts 
south of said river, the entire country would be consid- 
ered and come within the term?' of vour contract. 

The ahnve report embraces all the tend vour instruc- 
tors required me to pyamme. and I will add that, having 
s[»ent some five weeks in making an examination of not 
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more than two thirds of the Country embraced in your 
instructions, and from information received as to the re- 
mainder, as I have above stated, T concluded to return 
and report to your Hon. Board, and if they desired I 
would return and complete the examination. 

I give it a« my opinion and views resulting frem exsimi- 
nation and information received, it is not advisable to 
have a thorough examination and survey made of the 
Ktate lands within eaid limits and a list prepared desig- 
nating those not subject to overflow and separating them 
from the other lands embraced in the district of Country 
contracted to be reclaimed. ^ 

The expense attending the organmvmn, equipping and 
supplying of a regular surveying party and the time re- 
quired to go over the territory embraced in the Contract 
would be so heavy, I am satisfied tsfl 1 quantity of land not 
now subject to overflow, won Id be ho small it would not 
pay the State the expense of examination and survey. In 
this opinion I am sustained by all the parties with whom 
I conversed on the subject. 

Although not required hy my Infraction*, yet t mry 
not be out of place for me to make Home statements in 
reference to the condition of the Country embraced within 
your contract for reclamation : The Water' of Lake Ok***- 
chobee does not overflow the entire country around the 
lake except on the South side where it spreads ont and 
overflows that section of the country known as the Ever- 
glades. 

The Kissimmce river whose head waters are in the Coun- 
ty of Orange, runs south and empties into Okeechobee, 
the lakes, prairies and flats on either side of Kisumuiee 
river are filled and overflowed from rain fall, at (he j»:ime 
time the banks of the river overflow and the water from 
the river, lakes, &c. come together and cover au immense 
territory of Country, but this overflow is not canned by 
the overflowing and spreading out of the water of Okee- 
chobee. The tendency of the water in the vicinity of *he 
Kissimmee is towards Lake Okeechobee. On the went 
side of the Lake the direction of the water is towards the 
Oulf and that portion of the Country between the Lake 
and the head of Oaloosah archie river does overflow bv Ihe 
waters from the Lake: But there is on both sides of the 

V, f. T. 
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Calnosahatchie river large sections of country that nrc 
overflowed from ramfalK and this water makes ils way 
to the river and the Gulf. 

On the North East side of the Lake and east "f The 
Kisaimmee river in the neighborhood of Fort Prniu, where 
the country is subject to overflow, a large portion of the 
water makes its way to the St. Johns river, showing that 
the country is not subject to overflow by the overflowing 
of Lake Okeechol>ee. On the East side ihe same .*tate of 
facts exist — that a large portion of the country is over- 
flowed by actual rainfall, 

Of course Oiere is around the margin of the Lake a 
large section of rniufry subject to overflow by the water 
from the Lake: butiBie immense territory of country ex- 
pending from the Lake for 2fl and perhaps 40 miles in 
some directions, subject to inundation or overflow, is not 
caused by the overflowing of the Lake, but the much 
larger portion of it is overflowed by rain fall. 

This drainage enterprise is one of very <*ro;'t impor 
tance to the State, and if successful will open up a large 
section of country for settlement and cultivation; and 
from the present tendency of imegration to South Florida 
I have no doubt that as fast as the land is permanently 
drained it will be purchased and improved, which will 
add Ungely to the taxable resources of the State and con- 
tribnte to the relief of the people from heavy taxes. 

But to accocmplish the object in view, it wili certainly 
require as immense expenditure of money. T am informed 
it will be necessary for the complete reclamation of the 
land, to cut three and more than probable four large Ca- 
nals, one to connect Lake Okeechobee with the Caloosa- 
faatehie river, one to enlarge and straighten th* Kissim- 
mee River, one to connect the Lake with St. Luej* river 
on the east and more than probable one further South to 
connect the Lake with New or Hillsboro river and a sain 
to drain that large portion of country subject to inunda- 
tion by rain fall, will require quite a number of large 
ditches of various lengths and in different directions to 
some source where the Water will be carried either to the 
Atlantic or to the Onlf. 

The Company seem to be pressing the work with great 
energy. They have two dredge boats at work, one in Lake 
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Okeechobee working in the direction of the Caloosa- 
hatchie river, the other on the KisHimmee river. 

When in that section I \isited thp dredge oo the Kiit- 
simmee river and although not acquainted with the work- 
ing of such machines, it seemed to me it was doing re- 
markably well. 

I believe each dredge ham a capacity to cut a rami I 12 
feet deep and 38 feet wide as to the quantity of earth it 
ced remove in a day I am not advised. 

In concluding this my report. I can only say I hope the 
enterprise will be sueeeessful and that that portion of onr 
State be (>ermanently reclaimed whereby the whole State 
will lie so largely benefited. 

Respectful lr submitted. 

8. L. SIBLACK. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. P. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. I>. BARNES. Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. December 10th, 1882. 
The Hoard met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. P. Bloxhnm. Governor. 
W. D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The following resolution m-as adopted: 
Resolved, That all swamp land within six miles of the 
routes which have been proposed by the Atlantic and 
Gulf Coast Canal Company and the Florida Coast Line 
Canal and Transportation Company be continued an* 
stand withdrawn from sale till further order of this 
Board and that the reservation be extended down to the 
Southern boundary of T 52. South & East. 

Account of James Iff, Pancy for one hundred and fifty 
dollars for one half months work in the selection of 
Swnmp Indemnity lands wns presented and passed. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: • W. P. BLOXHAM. President. 

W. P. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, December 26th, 1882. 
The Board mot in the office of the Attorney General. 
Present: Oe* > rge P. Itancy , A t to r a ey Gen era 1 . 

P. W. White, Commissioner of Lac da &. Im- 
migration. 

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

W. T». Karnes. Comptroller. 

Hon. John A. Henderson appeared before the Board 
and presented the following application, viz: 

Tallahassee, Florida, December 2fith, 1882. 
To the Hon. the Board of Trustees of the I. I. Fund of 
Flonl •. 

Gentlemen: 

I hereby request, authorize and direct your Board to 
make titles direct to William B. Barnett of Jacksonville, 
Florida, or to his order to five hundred thousand acres 
of the lauds paid for by me through and under contract 
of Hamilton Disston, and included in my selection of two 
millions of acres under said purchase. £aid five hundred 
thousand acres to be such portions of said two millions of 
acres as shall be designated by William B. Barnett or his 
authorized agent. 

Witness: j E. J. REED. (Seal) 

John A. Henderson. V By C. D. Williard, 

Ormond Chaires. J Atty in fact. 

The following preamble and resolution was adopted: 
Whereas Charles D. Williard, Atty in fact for Sir Ed- 
ward J. Reed, has this day paid to the Treasurer of this 
Board the sum of Seven thousand five hundred dollars in 
currency and in matured Coupons of the first Mortgage 
Bonds of the Florida Railroad Company the sum of Four 
Thousand five hundred and fifty dollars and unmatured 
Coupons of the face value of Seventy seven thousand 
three hundred and fifty dollars and has deposited to the 
order of the said Treasurer in the Bank of Jacksonville 
the sum of Thirty three thousand seven hundred and thir- 
ty dollars the same being in full payment for the four 
million acres of land sold to Hamilton Disston, and 
whereas the said Chas. D. Williard, Atty &c. has made ap- 
plication therefor* — 
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It is Resolved, That the Salesman make title to the five 
hundred thousand acres of land in accordance with the 
said application of E. J. Reed by C. D. Williaid. h)B At- 
torney in fact, to William B. Barnett, out of the selec- 
tions of two million acres of land made by Sir E. J. Reed, 
under his contract with Hamilton Dieston. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest President, Pro tem. 

W. P. BARNEP. Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Fla.. January 1st. Ifctt. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Rloxham. Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

Whereas, the Pensarnla and Atlantic* Railroad On* 
pany has about completed its Railroad between Pensacola 
and the Apalachicola River and the State Engineer has 
inspected and reported favorably upon 130 miles of said 
road and it is the opinion of this Board in view of the 
premises and the condition of the Internal Improvement 
Fund that the land granted to said Company lying west 
of the Apalachicola River and outside the alternate sec- 
tions within six miles thereof may he properly coavejed 
to the said Company, therefore it is 

Resolved. That the Salesman is directed to prepare 
deeds of said lands to said Company provided however 
that such deeds shall not be delivered till the matter shall 
have been submitted to the C. s. Circuit Court and i va- 
cation of any orders interfering therewith be had. 

J. G. Spier, Prest. Apopka Canal Company, submitted 
a report of the progress of the work in the construction of 
said Canal for the last two years, and asked that the time 
for the completion of said Canal be extended two years 
longer. The Report was ordered to be filed, and upon 
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consideration the* time asked for the completion of said 
Canal was granted. 

The following accounts were presented and ordered 
paid: 

W. I>. Barnes, for services as Secretary of the Board 
for quarter ending December 31st, 1882, one hundred dol- 
lars ($100.00). 

B. M. Burroughs, for services as Timber Agent for the 
month of December 1882, one hundred and twenty five 
dollars (fl25.00). 

B. M. Burroughs, for Expense account for the mouth of 
October; 1882, Thirty three 25-100 dollars (?33.25). 

J. B. Collins, for services as Clerk in Salesman's Office 
for the month of December, 1882, Seventy five dollars 
(IT5.00). 

C. B. Gwynn. for services as Clerk for Salesman for 
month of December, 1882, Fifty dollars (|50.00). 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary, 



" Tallahassee, Fla.. January 3d, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: William D. Bloxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. IVEugle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The following preamble and Resolution was adopted : 
Whereas, the Florida Southern Railway Company has 
constructed and equipped and has in operation eighty 
nine miles of its road and whereas the said Company has 
applied to this Board for a conveyance of lands to 
which it may be entitled under the provisions of Section 
five of Chapter Si€7, of the Eaws of Florida, entitled "An 
Act to grant certain lands to the Gainesville, Ocala and 
Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company" approved March 
4th, 1879 (the former name having been adopted in lieu 
of the latter!, and whereas it is the opinion of this Board 
in view of the condition of the Fund, that conveyance of 
such lands may lie made, therefore it is 
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Resolved, That the Salesman is directed to prepare such 
conveyance, provided however that such deeds shall not 
be delivered till the matter shall be submitted to the U. 
S. Circuit Court and a vacatiou shall be had of the orders 
of such Court interfering therewith. This resolution is 
adopted upon the assurance this day given by the Com- 
pany through its Vice President and General Manager, 
Charles Francis, and its Solicitor Edward Avery, that it 
is the purpose of said Company to resume at once the 
construction of said railroad between Gainesville and 
Lake City, and to complete this part of said road without 
delay and upon the understanding that it shall be made 
a provision of the order of the Court that the construction 
of the line of the road between Gainesville and Lake City 
shall be so resumed and completed as rapidly as practi- 
cable, and that all lands granted by said Act of 1879 
(Chapter 3167) or their proceeds shall be applied as con- 
templated by said Act. Telegraph Bill for |2.60 allowed. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM. President. 

W. I). BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 5th, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxham. Governor. 
W. X>. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Kngle. Twannrer. 
Gejtrge P. Rafiey. Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissiuuer of Lauds and 
Immigration. 

In the United States Circuit Court 
5th Judicial Circuit — Northern 
District of Florida. 

Edward J. Reed and Jacobus ^ 
Wirtheimer, Trnstees &c. | 

w. > In Equity. t : * 

The Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund of Florida, j 
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In the matter of the petition of the Florida Southern 
Railway Company, by itB General Solicitor Avery, filed in 
above entitled cause, a copy of which was served upon 
the Attorney General, and presented to the Board, it ie 
ordered that Attorney General Raney be requested to ap- 
pear for the Trustees before said Court at Jacksonville on 
the 6th day of December, 1883, as required by the notice 
therein given, and represent the Board, and that he also 
represent the Board in the matter of any similar petition 
which may be presented by the Pensacola and Atlantic 
Railroad Company to said Court. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Salesman of the Beard be directed 
to prepare for the Pensacola and Atlantic Railroad Com 
pany deeds to Land. 1 ? granted to said Company under 
Chapter 3335. Laws of Florida, for an amount sufficient 
with the lands west of the Apalachicola River (ordered 
to be deeded to them by resolution of 1st inst.) to make 
the sum of one million acres. The execution of said d«pris 
to be upon the same condition embodied in said resolution 
of 1st inst. 

A letter from J. E. Ingrah'im. President Halifax and 
Indian Kiver Hail road Company, was laid before the 
Board, stating, that the first section of six miles of said 
road had been completed and put in operation, and ap- 
plying for the lands due for the same. The Secretary 
was directed to inform Mr, Tngraham that when the part 
of the road referred to had been inspected and receive^ 
the application would be considered. 

The Board then adjourned. 
'Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM. President. 

W. D. BARNES. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 18th, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. T). Bloxham. Governor. 
W. T>. Barnes, Comntroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
' P. W. White. Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
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W. T. Forbes, Esqr.. Agent of Florida I. ami and Im- 
provement Company, appeared before the Board with I*. 
M. Burroughs, Agent of the Board and submitted the fol- 
lowing cages of settlers, in dispute on the Gulf Coast Be- 
serve, for the action of the Trustees, and after receiving 
the report of Capt. Burroughs, and a full hearing from 
the Agent of the Company, the following rulings were 
made by the Board in the several cages submitted : 

H. H. Watkins, claim as a settler and for Improve- 
ments made, rejected. 

C. F. Hall — It appearing that a few of the trees in bis 
orange Grove extend into the 40 acres claimed, it is or- 
dered that be be allowed to purchase a strip of land ex- 
tending across the 40 including his said trees and as far 
as 30 feet beyond the outside tree. 

H. T. Ferguson. It is ordered that he be allowed to pur- 
chase at State prices as much of his claim as may be nec- 
essary to his Ferry — not to exceed 10 acres, amount and 
limits to be agreed upon between him and Major Marks. 
Agent of the Company. 

A. L. Done! son. claim rejected. 

1>. C. McMillan— having made no application to the 
Land Office, his claim could not be considered by the 
Board. 

Joshua C. Boyer. allowed to purchase J*0 acres from the 
State, and the Company agrees with the Board to sell 
him fortv acres at State prices. 

J. B. Hudson— Claim rejected. 

Hill W. House, action postponed. 

•Tames W. Clark— nas two improvt-d p bices one con- 
taining eighty acres, the other forty acres — Allowed to 
purchase the SO acre tract, and he can arrange with Ihe 
C>impanv for the other. 

.lease T. Hav — Claim not allowed, but advised to apply 
to Agent of Conioany who will sell the forty acres 
claimed by him at State prices. 

It. T. Youneblood — The Company does not contest as to 
one forty and the Board allows in addition enough at the 
other 40 claimed to embrace his improvements, to be 
agreed upon by himself and Maj. Marks. 

Hichard Booth — Claim rejected. 

It is ordered that the reservation of tb«* alternale sec- 
tions for the Green Cove Springs hvA Melrose Railroad, 
% 
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The Arlington and A I tan tic Railroad and the East Flori- 
da Railroad be extended to twenty miles on each side of 
the respective lines of said roads, to uiahe up 'lie deficien- 
cy within the six mile limit heretofore reserved. 
' It is ordered that a deed of reconveyance Le made to 
Hamilton Disston for all lands conveyed by him to the 
Board for settlers and not paid for by them, also all lands 
reserved for settlers and not paid for and not embraced 
in any deeds passed. 

The Board then adjonrned. 
Attest: W. D. BLQNHAM, President. 

W. D. BARXES. Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. January 22d. 1882. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Prteent : William D. Rloxhnm. Governor. 
William D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands kc. 
Mr. Walter Gwynn, appeared before the Board in re- 
sponse to a request to state upon what terms he will se- 
lect and appraise the lands due the State under act of 
Congress of September 4th, 1841,' and submitted the fol- 
lowing proposition : 

Tallahassee. Jnny. 22 8,1. 
Gentlemen : I propose to select and appraise nil the 
lands still remaining due the State of Florida under the 
8th Section of the Act of Conjjres-t approved September 
4th, 1841, entitled "An Act to appropriate the proceeds of 
the Sales of Public lands and to grant pre-emption 
rights," for four cents per acre pavable when my selec- 
tions shall be certified by the Begister of the U. S. Land 
Office to be vacant and subject to said grant. 
Verv Respectful I v. 

WALTER GWfifX. 

Which proposition was agreed to on the part of the Hoard. 

The following resolution was passed by the Hoard : 

Resolved. That no withdrawal from sale of any 'and 

lying outside of the six mile limit shall, although the 

withdrawal be made at the request of any one Railroad 



Company, be construed or held to settle the priority of 
right of such Company over any other Coin pa uy to such 
lands— All such withdrawals made or to be made f-hall be 
considered as temporary until the further order of ihe 
Board. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM. Presides. 

W. D. BARXES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, January 26th, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engie, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
Specifications of construction of the Arlington and At- 
lantic (now Jacksonville and Atlantic) Railroad, were 
presented approved and filed. 

It was ordered that all lands embraced in the selec- 
tions made by Rail Road Companies in pursuance of reso- 
lutions directing the preparation of Deeds to said Com- 
panies for the lands granted by the Legislature, to aid in 
their construction, be withdrawn from sale, when such 
selections are reported to the Commissioner. 

Bill of Ormond Chaires, for copying testimony fn 
Swann case passed for Ten Dollars (flO.OQ). 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BARXES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. January 29th, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. Dr Bloxham. Governor. 

W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

H. A. L'Engie, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 

P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands k 
Immigration. 



204 

The following bills were presented and passed: C. A, 
Bryan, for making abstnn-t of title to Tallahassee Kail- 
road Shops and Depot fifteen dollars. 

W. P. Byrd, for copying Deeds to Diss ton (2*00) 
wordB), Twenty four 70-100 Dollars. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BARNES. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, February 3d, 1SSS. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. D, Barnes, Comptroller. 
H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Rnney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White. Commissioner of Lands and 
Immign. 
The Secretary laid before the Board a petition signed 
by Ashby and Thrasher, and Finley and Hampton as So- 
licitors for George II. Packwood, N. R. Gruelle. B. F. 
Mai bias. J. B. Brown. G. B. Phinny, H. C. Howard and 
J. J. Thompson, asking that no further action will be 
taken in regard to conveying lands to the Florida South- 
ern Railway Company until 15th Feby so that they may 
have an opportunity of being heard hy the Courts upon a 
bill for injunction. 

The Secretary was instructed to endorse upon the peti- 
tion that it would be physically impossible to have the 
conveyances referred to executed before that time. 

It was ordered by the Board that the reservations here- 
tofore made of the odd numbered sec '.ions of Swamp lands 
for the Indian Riter Railway and Transportation Com- 
pany be revoked. 

The Atlantic Coast, Rt. Johns and Indian River Rail- 
way Company, having filed their articles of incorpora- 
tion, and adopted the survey and plat of the fndtan Rhrer 
Railway and Transportation Compuiry 4 it is ordered that 
the odd numbered sections of Swamp lands granted by att 
of Congress for six miles on each side of Raid line of sur- 
vey be withdrawn from Sale to aid in the construction of 
said Railway, until the further order of the Board." and 
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subject to the right of actual settlers on snub landB at the 
time of withdrawal, to purchase Hw lands ui>oii which 
they have so settled, from the State. 

The following hills were presented nud .rdered paid: 

B. M, Burroughs, Timber Agent, Salary for January, 
l£S3, One hundred and twenty five dollar*. ($125,001. 

B M. Burroughs, Timber Agent. e^pOHK* for mouth of 
I>ecember, 1882 r Forty eight 251(H) DoPac* (#4825). 

.lamps M. Dane v. for services in taking indemnity proof 
from Dee. 27th. 1882 Jo J any. 27th. 1SS3, One ITaiidred 
dollars ($100,001. 

J. X. Whitner, for copying Disston Deeds (87250 
words) Ninety 85100 Dollars 1 190.85). 

R. & J. Monro, for basin and towels for Land Office, 
Three 25-100 Dollars ($3.25). 

0. A. Bryan, for binding Salesman's Certificates, One 
50100 Dollars. 

Postage account Land Office for December 1882, Twen- 
ty three 47100 Dollars ($23.47). 

Deeds were issued as follows, to Hamilton Disston ; 
January 5th, 1883. Nos. 11053 to 11003. aggregating 291,- 
101.46 acres; February 3d. 1883. Nos. 11664. 11773 to 
11782 inc. 11822. 11823 & 11824 agyressUmg 093,911.38 
acres. 

The Board then adjourned. 
AttPBt: W. D. BLOXHASf, President. 

W. D. BARNES Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. February 6lh, 1383. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. D. Bloxhntn,, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle. Treasurer 
Geo. P. Rauey. Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands & Im. 

A letter from Hon. J. G. Spear, President of the Apop- 
ka Canal Company was laid before the Board asking that 
all the lands sought to be drained by thp said Company be 
granted to it in consideration of the benefits to r.cerne to 
the State by the reclamation of the same, or that the 
oneflfth held by the State under the contract of drainage 



be reserved from sale that the Company may Have the 
refusal of then 1 ut some price named bv the Board — 
Thereupon it was ordered that the one fifth of the lands 
reclaimed by the said Canal belonging to the fund, upon 
the completion of the drainage, be offered for wile ;o the 
highest bidder. 

The following supplemental covenant from the Trustees 
to Hamilton IHsston. was submitted to Hie Trustees, 
signed by them and ordered spread upon tlw» minutes: 

Whereas. William 1>. Bloxham. Governor of the Stale 
of Florida, and others who with him were then Kx off i< i<> 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State 
of Florida in nn agreement ljearing date the first day of 
June A. D. 1881: made between them as such Trustees 
parties of the first part and Hamilton I>isstnn, of the 
City of Philadelphia, State of Pennsylvania, party of th* 
second part, did agree for themselves and their succes- 
sors to sell and convey by good and sufficient conveyances 
and assurances to ihe said IHsston and his associates ur 
to such person or persons as he might direct and appoint 
an absolute, indefeasible estate in fee simple to four 
million acres of land of the said Internal Improvement 
Fund of said State acquired by said State under the Act 
of Congress of the T T nited States of September 28th, 1850, 
and commonly known as "The Swamp land act," the title 
conveyed to I* free from all changes, liens, trusts confi- 
dences, and incumbrances whatsoever and whereas cer- 
tain conveyances have been made by the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund to said Mission of land se- 
lected by him or his Agents under said contract — 

Now therefore in consideration of the premises we IVm, 
T\ Bloxham' Governor, Wm. D, Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. T/Engle. Treasurer, George P. Ranev. Attorne? 
General, and P. W. White. Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration of the State of Florida. Kx offcin Trustees of 
the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida do as such 
Trustees, but not .individually, covenant with the said 
Ilisston his heirs and assigns that we had full power as 
such Trustees to HI and convev the said lands so con- 
veyed and an absolute indefeasible estate in fee simple 
therein, and that the lauds so conveved are' free 
from all charges, liens, trusts, confidences or in- 
cumbrances whatsoever, except soch as mav have 

• 
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been mad* or created since such conveyance, and that 
■one have been made or created by as since such convey- 
ance, and that we as such Trust**, hut not individually, 
and our successors iu such trust shall as trustees forever 
warrant and defend to tin* said Hamilton Pisston his 
heirs and assigns the title to said land so conveyed 
agaiust the lawful claim of any and all persons whatso- 
ever. It being understood that in no case shall the above 
covenants or thiB instrument be taken or construued m 
creating any individual liability on the part of ourselves, 
but that the .-yiid Internal Improvement Fund shall be 
•able on the said covenants fur any failure or defect of 
title in said lands. 

In testimony whereof witness our hands and the seal 
of the State I^and Office at Tallahassee, Florida, this 
sixth day of February A. I). 18.HH. 
(Signed) \V. P. BLOXHAM. (Weal) Governor. 
W. D. BABNES, (Heal) Comptroller. 
HENRY A. E'ENGLE, (Seal) Treasurer. 
GEO. P. RANEY, (Real) Attorney General. 
I'. W. WRITE. (Seal) Commissioner of Lands 
anu Immigration. 
In presence of 
(Signed) J. E. Yonge, 
Eleaser K. Foster. 
The Board then adjourned. 








W. D. BLOXBAM, 




President 


Attest : 




W. 1>. BARNES. 




Secretary. 





Tallahassee. Florida, 

February 15th. 1883. 
The Board diet in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. D, Bloxham, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
H, A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White. Commissioner, of Lands & Im. 
The following communication was received and ordered 
spread upon the minutes : * 



ji 
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"On behalf of the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West 
Railway Company we authorize the Board of Trustees of 
the Internal Improvement Fund to sell at the present 
■schedule prices adopted hy the Board of Trustees the 
lands withdrawn for said Company in the Counties of 
Hillsborough, Polk and Manatee to actual settlers who 
had settled upon and improved such lauds prior to the 
withdrawal of such lands; Provided, that such settlers 
shall be only allowed to purchase such forty acre tracts 
not to exceed eighty acres on which they have made 
actual improvements, and that upon applying to pur- 
chase lands they shall file with the Board the affidavits 
of at least two disinterested persons that such settlement 
and improvement was l>ona fide and had teen made prior 
to the withdrawal of the lands; And provided further, 
that the Board shall hold the proceeds of such sales in 
trust for the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West Railway 
Company to be paid over to them whenever they shall be- 
come entitled to have deeds made to them for the lands, 
j Signed) ALF1>. H. FARSLOW. 

Sect'v J. T. & Kev West By. Co. 
J. B. WALL, 
Att'y for the Company. 

February 10th, 1883. 

The following resolution was offered and adopted. 

Resolved, That this Board will sell to actual settlers on 
any of the lands within the six mile limit reservations in 
favor of the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West Railway 
Company and such other Railway or Railroad Companies 
as may consent thereto — not exceeding eighty acres of 
land to any one settler, who had settled on and improved 
the same prior to the withdrawal of said lands in favor of 
such Railway or Railroad Companies and that the Board 
will refund to either of such Companies the amounts re- 
ceived for the same whenever such Company would be en- 
titled to a conveyance of such lands bad they not been 
sold. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest : 

W. T). BARNES, 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Fla., 

February 24 th , 1883. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present : William D. lttoxham, Governor. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
1'. W. White. Commissioner Lands and Im- 
migration. 

Mr. M. B. Givens appeared before the Board in behalf 
of the Wekiva Blaekwater and Central Canal Company, 
and, having filed a' survey of the route of said Canal, 
properly authenticated, to extend from the St. Johns 
River to Clay Kpriugs with branches to Hosier and Lake 
Dorr up ISlackwater River, asked that the alternate sec- 
tions of >"waiup and overflowed lands for six miles on 
each side of said Canal be reserved from sale for the ben- 
efit of said Company to aid iu the construction of said 
Canal, it was Ordered that the odd numbered sections of 
said lands be withdrawn from market for the purpose 
named, until the further order of the Board; but subject 
to the right of actual settlers at the time of this with; 
drawal, to purchase from the State the lands upon which 
they have settled, at States prices. 

It is ordered that the reservation made in behalf of the 
Palatka and Sanford Railroad on the 9th January 1882 is 
hereby cancelled. 

The Governor laid before the Board a communication 
from Francis A. Hendry stating that he held certificate 
of entry made to Louis Lanier for the NE| of SEi Sec- 
tion 25, T 31. S, R 25, E, and a certificate to John Pearce 
for the SEi of SE£ Sect. 25, T 31. S, R 25, E, which had 
been assigned to him. and which Baid certificates were 
exhibited to the Board, and it appearing that the Trus- 
tees could not make deeds to said lands, it was ordered 
that the certificates be surrendered, and that the said 
Hendry be permitted to enter other swamp lauds of 
equal quantity in the place of the said forty* named in 
said certificates. 

A letter was received and read from Alfred Bishop Ma- 
son, Esqr., in behalf of the Palatka and Indian River 
Railway Company, asking that the Legislative Grant of 

14 I. I. * 1 
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870,000 acres of' lands to aid in the construction of their 
road be specifically designated in advance of the con- 
struction of the same. 

The Board declined to accede to the request. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

Preeiden t 
Attest : 

W. 1). BABNE8. 

Secretarv. 



Tallahassee, Florida, 

February 20th, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxham, Governor, 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller, 
H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney. Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
It appearing to the Board that John W. Bryant of 
Polk County entered by mistake the SWJ of fiWJ of Sec- 
tion 10, T 27, 8, B 24 E, instead of the HW| of SWi of 
same section, and by consent of J. B. Wall, Attorney 
for the -T. T. & Key West Railway Company, to which 
said Sand is reserved. 

It is ordered that the said John W. Bryant be and he 
is permitted 1o enter the NWJ of the SW| of Section 10, 
T 27. R. R 24, E. and that a deed for same be made to him 
upon his execution and delivery to the Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration of a proper release and convey- 
ance to the Trustees for the land entered by him through 
mistake as aforesaid — 

Ordered that the sum of Kine 86-100 dollars, be refund- 
ed to S. S. Alderman, of CHhoun County, it being 
amount improperly improperly collected from hi in for 
Stumpage. 
The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. P. BLOXHAltf. 

President. 
w. n. BASSES, 
Secretary. 
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Tallahassee. Florida, 

March 12th, 1883. 

The Board met in Executive Office. 

Present: W. 1). BJoxham. Governor. 
W. D. Barnes; Comptroller, 
Menry A, L'Engle. Treasurer. 
<*eo. P. Rauey, Attorney General. 

A petition was laid before the Board ; iskin^ that such 
reservations of land tie made for the Indians in South 
Florida as will be necessary to protect them in the en- 
joyment of their homes and settlements. And it was 
ordered that correspondence be had with Hon. F. A. Hen- 
dry and Mr. E. R. Trafford with the view of ascertaining 
the location and quantity of laud necessary for that pur- 
pose. 

It was ordered that two hundred dollars he paid to 
Hou. Walter Gwynn. on his accouut for work done in 
selecting Internal Improvement Lands. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the following affi- 
davit of Hon. A. 8. Mann, Atty of the South Western 
Railroad nf Florida, which was ordered to be spread 
upon the minutes: 
Marion County. } 
State of Florida ( 

Before the undersigned a Clerk Circuit Court in and for 
said County personally appeared A. S. Mann, of Hernan- 
do County who on oath deposeth and saith that as the 
Agent and Attorney of the South Western Railroad of 
Florida or the Tropical Peninsular Company he deponent 
has caused a portion of the line of said Sailroad to he 
marked out in the said county and right of way cut with a 
portion of the same graded that he has as such Agent and 
Attorney placed a force at work in the construction of the 
said Road and has made open and public avowal of his 
acts and doings in the premises aforesaid. 

(Signed) A, S. MANN. 

Sworn and Subscribed 
before me this 7th day 
#f March A. D. 1883. 

(Signed) Robert Bullock, 

(Seal) Clerk. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, March 14th, 1883. 
The Boa i"d met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. I). Bloxham, Governor. 
W. I). Barnes, Comptroller. 
H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Rauey, Attorney General. 
S. T. Kingsbury. Eaqr., Attorney for Live Oak, Tampa 
and Oharlotle Harbor Railway Company appeared before 
the Board and presented plans and sjwcifications for the 
construct ion uf said Railway and asked for withdrawal of 
even numbered sections of Swamp and overflowed lauds 
for six miles on each side of said line of Railway for the 
purpose of aiding in the construction thereof, which said 
specifications were approved and ordered to be spread 
upon the minutes: 

The following is a copy of said specifications, viz: 
His Excellency. W. D. Bloxham. President of the Board 
of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida. 

The Live Oak. Tampa and Charlotte Harbor Railway 
Company respectfully submit as the plan and specifica- 
tions for the proposed construction of its main line from 
Live Oak to Charlotte Harbor, and whatever branch line 
or lines it may construct, the plan and specifications 
laid down for the construction of Railroads in the State 
of Florida in the Act entitled "An Act to provide for and 
encourage a liberal system of Internal Improvements in 
this State," Approved January 6th, 1855, and the amend- 
ments thereto as found in section seven (7) of said act 
and on pages five hundred ?nd ninety-one (591) and five 
hundred and ninety-two (532) of McLellans Digest of rhe 
Laws of Florida, except that it asks — 

That paragraph Seven (7) of said section be so modified 
as to allow the use of Iron rails of the best quality of not 
less than fifty two (52) pounds weight per lineal yard or 
its equivalent of Steel rails. 

Wherefore said Railway Company submits the same 
and requests its acceptance by your Honorable Board as 
the agreement in the premises as in the Statute in such 
cases contemplated and provided. 

(Signed) S. T. KINGSBURY. 

Atty for said Live Oak, Tampa and Charlotte Harbor 

Rv Co. 
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The following resolution was presented ami adopted : 
Whereas the Legislation milking grants in aid of con- 
struction of railroad* and other purposes renders it nec- 
essary to withdraw from sale nil lands lying east of the 
Snwannee River granted to the Rtate of Florida by the 
Act of Congress of September 28th, 1850, commonly 
known as the Rwamp Land Art for the purpose of consid- 
ering the duties of the Board and the action to be taken 
by it in the premises, it is ordered that all Swamp lands 
tying east of said river be withdrawn from sale. Provided 
however that this order shall not interfere with or pre- 
vent sales to actual settlers at Relief nle prices in quanti- 
ties not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres. 

It was ordered that the price of Internal Improvement 
Lands he raised to two dollars per acre as a minimum, 
and that such as have heen heretofore graded in the Sched- 
ule of prices at two dollars or more per acre be raised 
twenty five per cent on the price heretofore fixed. 

It was ordered that the sum of One hundred dollars be 
paid to J. M. Pancy for one month's services in talcing 
indemnity proofs. 

The Board then adjourned. • 

'Attest: W. T>. RLOXHAM. President. 

W. D. BARNES. Recretarv. 



Tallahassee. Florida. March 21st. 1*83. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present:. W. P. Blnxham, Governor. 
W. TL Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle. Treasurer 
George P. Ranev. AttOrnev General, " 
P. W. White. Commissioner of Lands & Iin. 
The Secretary laid before the Board the report of Cant. 
H. R. Huval. Rtate Engineer, upon the construction of the 
P, ft A. R. R. which was ordered to be spread upon the 
minntes. as follows : 

Chattahoochee. FIa„ March 20th. 188.1. 
Hon.'W. TL Barnes. Recretarv Board of Tmstees I I 

Fund. 

Pear Sir : In obedience to an order from the Executive 
Office of the 28th ultimo, I inspected the remainder of the 
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Pensacola and Atlantic Railroad and find the whole dis- 
tance a c co rd ing to the Engineer's field notes 160.74 miles, 
of which, one hundred and fifty nine I certify that I in- 
spected and do approve as agreeing with the Specifications 
imposed by the Board of Internal Improvement; hereto- 
fore set forth in niy several former reports. The one and 
74-100 miles including the bridge over the Apalachicola 
River is not yet quite finished but most likely will be in 
six weeks, Respectfully, 

Your obt. Servant. 

H. S. DUVAL, 
State Engineer. 

Telegraph bills amounting to Twenty seven 85-100 dol- 
lars, ordered to be paid by the Treasurer. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President 

W. B, BARNES, Secretarv. 



. . Tallahassee. Florida. March 22d, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present- W. T>. Bloxham. Governor. 
W. I). Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. Jj'Engle. Treasurer. 
Gen. P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Land and Im. 
The following resolution was adopted: 
Resolved.- That seventy thousand acres of the odd num- 
bered sections of land reserved for the Palatka and San- 
ford Railroad by resolution of the Board on the 9th day of 
January 1882, lie reserved for the South Florida Railroad, 
to be selected by the Company, for the purpose of making 
op a deficiency in the alternate sections heretofore granted 
to said Railroad; but this reservation is made subject to 
all the terms and conditions of an act of the Legislature 
entitled an act to Incorporate the South Florida Railroad 
Company, approved March 5th. 1883. 

Col. A. St. Clair A brains appeared before the Board in 
behalf of The Tavarcs, Orlando and Atlantic Railroid 
and filed a plat of the survey of said line of road and 
aaked that the alternate sections of Swamp and overflowed 
land lying within six miles on each side of said line of 
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road be withdrawn from market, Whereupon it was Or- 
dered that the withdrawal applied for be made when fhe 
plat of survey is properly certified to — subject to the right 
of actual settlers to purchase the" land upon which they 
have settled, and subject to the further orders of th« 
Board. , 

The following common Tc-at ion was laid before th» 
Board: 
"To* His Excellency the Governor, 

The Florida Southern Railway Company proposes to at 
once resume its work of construction both North and 
South, but in order to secure to it the lands granted to it 
in the act of 1879, it feels that the Board of Trustees of 
the Internal Improvement Fund should set apart and re- 
serve for its sole uBe and benefit land sufficient to meet 
the whole number of acres to which it is entitled under 
said act, so that there may be no delay or entanglements 
in connection with the final delivery of deeds to it — 

It proposes to so construct its road south as to reach 
the waters of Tampa Bay on or about July 4th, 1884. 

It is willing to go on with its work of construction so 
that when twenty miles of road is ironed and inspected 
the Board without further action direct the Salesman to 
forthwith deliver to it deeds of 100,000 acres and when it 
reaches the waters of Tampa all lands to which it is en- 
titled— 

It also asks that the State Engineer shall be required 
to inspect any section within fifteen days after a request 
so to inspect is filed with the Board — 

It also asks that the alternate sections of laud to which 
it is entitled shall be deeded as soon as the same is vested 
in it under the general act and the act of 1879. 

It expects and requires that deeds for 890.000 acres 
voted to it under the resolution of the Board passed is 
January 1883, and approved by the U. S. Circuit Court 
shall be forthwith delivered — % 

In making these suggestions it does not intend to waive 
or in any way affect its legal rights but only to express its 
willingness to assure the Board of its intention to prose- 
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cnte its work with more dispatch than its charter de- 
mands — 

I am most respectfully. 

Yours, 

EDW. AVERY, 
Gen. Sol. F. 0. Ry. Co. 

Tallahassee. March 22d, 1883." 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Whereas. The Florida Southern Railway Company pro- 
poses to continue the construction of its road south from 
Gcala to the waters of Tampa Bay, which it intends to 
reach hy July 1884. and north to Lake City — Therefore, 
Resolved, That in order to secure to said Railway Com- 
pany the lands granted to it under the nth section of the 
Act of 187(1 : estimated to he about 1,500.000 acres of land 
be set apnrt and reserved for the sole and exclusive use 
and benefit of said Company: That so soon as twenty 
miles of said Company's road is fully ironed and accepted 
by the State Engineer the Salesman shnll and he is here- 
by directed to forthwith execute and deliver to said Com- 
pany deeds for 100,000 ncre« of land and for every addi- 
tional ten miles ironed and accepted a like amonnt of one 
hundred thousand acres: Thnt in case the said road is 
ironed to the waters of Tanina Ray on or about July 4th, 
1884. the Salesman shall and he is hereby directed to forth- 
with execute and deliver deeds to said Company for all 
lands it shall he entitled to under said act without any 
further order of this Roard. 

The Salesman is further directed to execute and deliver 
deeds to said Company of the alternate sections of land as 
fast as the said Cnmpnnv is entitled to the same under the 
provisions of said act of 1870, 

In order to facilitate the construction of said Road it is 
further resolved thnt an inspection shall he made by the 
State Engineer within fifteen days after a request for such 
inspection is made by said Company or 'its Agent in writ- 
ing. It is further resolved, that deeds of the lands to 
which said Company is now entitled under the resolve 
passed by this Roard January 3d. 188.1 and approved by 
the F. S. Circuit rourt be forthwith delivered. 

It is expressly understood that, if said Company shall 
at any time before July 4th. 1884, abandon the construe- 
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tion of said road towards Tampa, all lands which are 
hereby or have heretofore been withdrawn from sale and- 
not conveyed to said Company at the time of such aban- 
donment Bhall immediately be restored to market and it is 
farther provided that if said Company shall not complete 
its road to Tampa by the 4th day of July, 1884. then all 
lands so withdrawn and not actually conveyed to said 
Company by that day shall be restored to market. Re- 
solved further, that in case of a failure of said Company 
to signify under its corporate seal the acceptance of these 
resolutions within thirty days the same shall be of no 
force. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, that the Pensacola and Atlantic Railroad 
Company may select the lands to which it may be entitled 
under the act of 1881, to wit. Chapter 333". of' the Laws of 
Florida, and that the same shall be submitted to the 
Board for its action a» to withdrawals. 

The Board then adjoorned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM. President. 

W. D. BARNES. Secret: in. 



Tallahassee. Florida. April 5fli. 1883. 
The Board met at the Attorney General'* residence. 

Present: W. D. Bloxham. Governor. 

W. D. Barnes. Comptroller. 

H. A, L'Engle. Treasurer. 

Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 

P. W. White. Commissioner of Lands & tm. 
Hon. G. A. Stanley, as Attorney for th** P. & A. R. It- 
appeared before the Board and presented in due form a 
petition setting forth that the Pensacola and Atlantic 
Railroad had been completed from the waters of Escambia 
Bay to a junction with the Florida Central and Western 
Railroad on the east bank of the Apalachicola river — 
making a distance of 161 miles — and piayip g that the 
lands granted by the 17tb section of their charter be con- 
veyed to said Railroad Company by the Trustees, which 
said petition was filed for further consideration. 
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The Board llien adjourned. 

Attest: W. D. 

W. D. BARNES. Secretary. 



BLOXHAM, President. 



Tallahassee. Florida. April 7th, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Off ire. 
Present: W. T>. Bloxham. Governor. 

W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney. Attorney General. 

P. W. White, Commissiffher of Lands & I'm. 
S. T. Kingsbury, Esq.. Attorney for the East Florida 
Railroad, appeared lief ore the' Board and filed a petition 
for deeds to lands granted liy the Legislature of the State 
of Florida to the East Florida Railway Company, and 
the Live Oak and Rowlands Bluff Railway Company, 
which said petition was filed and consideration thereof 
postponed. 

It appearing by the affidavit of James R, Roulerson that 
by mistake he entered the east half of the South East quar- 
ter of Section thirty in Township Eleven Smith of Range 
thirty East instead of that which he intended to enter, to 
wit: -the Sonth West quarter of the Nonh East quarter 
and the North East quarter of the South West quarter of 
the same section, and the said James R. Roulerson having 
released and reconveyed to the Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida the East half 
of the South East quarter of said section in exchange for 
and in consideration of the conveyance to him in lieu 
thereof of the Sonth West quarter of the North East quar- 
ter and the North East qnartw of the South West quarter 
of the same section. 

It is ordered that such exchange be made and that a 
Deed for the last described lands be made to the said 
James R. Roulerson, and that the entry of the East half 
of the South East quarter re-conveyed as aforesaid be and 
the same is cancelled. 

The following bills were ordered to be paid: 

C. E. Dyke, for printing. Seventy nine 50-100 dollars. 

B. M. Burroughs, Services as Timber Agent for March, 
1883, One hundred and twentv t've dollars. 
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C. E. Dyke, for advertising lor Coupons, Two 50-100 
dollars. 

J. B. Collins, Clerk in Land Office fur Marck 1883. Sev- 
enty five dollars. 

C. B. Gwynn, Clerk for Salesman for March, 1883, Fifty 
dollars. 

W. i). Barnes, Secretary of the Board, for January, Feb- 
ruary and March, 1883, one hundred dollars. 

Henry A. L'Engle, hill for advertising Tallahassee Rail- 
road and Insurance on Shops, Two hundred and sixty one 
50100 dollars. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. I>. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. I). BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 12th, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. I/Engle. Treasurer. 
George P. Kaney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White. Commissioner &c. 
Col. J. F. McCIellan. appeared before the Board as At- 
torney for the Pensacola and Atlantic Railroad, nod pre- 
sented a petition asking that the lands heretofore referred 
for the Georgia and Florida Midland Railroad and the 
Florida Midland and Georgia Railroad be put upon the 
market, and the Secretary was directed to notify the 
proper officers of said Railroad Companies that the Board 
would take into consideration the question of cancelling 
the reservations made in their behalf on Tuesday the 17th ; 
and the Board in the mean time would take pleasure in re- 
ceiving from them any report they might make of what 
had been done under their charters towards the construc- 
tion of said Railroads. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W, I>. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida. April 14th, 1883. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. I>. Bloxham. Governor. 
W. P. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 
George P. Honey. Attorney General. 
P. W. White. Commissioner of Lands & Im. 
Mr. W. J. Newton. Attorney, for Charles Pomeroy, ap- 
peared before the Board and applied for lands due for 
services rendered in obtaining Swamp Land. Indemnity 
Certificates from T T . S. Government by said Pomeroy; and 
presented the following order from L. G. Dennis, who 
claims that he was the Agent of the State to procure the 
said Certificates and that he appointed the said Pomeroy 
to act as his Clerk and Agent at Washington, D. C. 

Jacksonville, Fla.. April 13th, 1883. 
To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 

Fund of the State of Florida. 
Gentlemen : 

Please deliver to Charles Pomeroy, for me, patents for 
five thousand eight hundred acres of land, to be selected 
by him. ont of the quantity of land due to me as compen- 
sation for my services in recovering lands for the State of 
Florida under my appointment for that purpose by the 
Governor of the State, bearing date November 10th, 1875, 
and charge the same to me in part satisfaction of my 
claim for compensation. 

Yours Verv Besnt'v, 

L. *G. DENNIS, 
Per Ed. M. Cheney, Atty. 
And it appearing that said Pomeroy had procured pat- 
ents from The General Land Office for 58.484.12-100 acres: 
It is Ordeit^d that five thousand eight hundred { 5,800) 
acres of the said lands so procured be deeded to said Pom- 
woy as a payment on the 10 per cent claim of the said 
Dennis, for having the said patents obtained from the 
United States Land Office. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM. President. 

W. D. BARNES. Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, April 16th, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present; W. I>. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner or Lands & Int. 
It having been represented to the Hoard that the entry 
»f the HWJ of the NW| of Sort inn 3, Township 22. 8, 
Range 35, E, made by Thomas K. lMxou, of Brevard Coun- 
iv. No. 11.267. was in violation of the rights of Mrs. Mary 
E. Titus, wbo was in possession of the land and paid taxes 
regularly on the same under the belief that it wa/i her 
property. The Coirniiissioin'r of Lands and Immigration 
was instructed to write to said Dixon and request a return 
of the Certificate issued to him: and that thereupon the 
money received for said land be returned to him. 

Ordered that one hundred dollars be paid to J. M. I>*n- 
iy, for salary for the month of Man-h in taking Indemnity 
proofB. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. April" 18th, 1883. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
P. W. W1iitf>, Commissioner of Lands & Im. 
The account of Walter Gwynn, for balance due for se- 
lecting and appraising 16,674 35-100 acres of Internal Im- 
provement lands, amounting to Four hundred and sixty 
six fnT-100 dollars, was received and ordered paid. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W, D. BARNES, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida. April 20th. I8f&. 
TIip Board rot*t in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 

W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Henry A. T/Engle, Treasurer. 

George P. Rnney, Attorney General. 

P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands 3: tin. 
William Kemble I*ente, Esqr., President of the Seville 
and Halifax River Railway Company, appeared before 
the Board and presented a petition to have the lands to 
which said Railway is entitled by law withdrawn from 
sale for the benefit of his Company which petition was 
ordered to be filed, and he having filed also a properly au- 
thenticated survey of the route of said Railway from Se- 
ville to Dayton a in Volusia County, It was ResoTrcd by 
the Board of Trustees thnt there be refterved for the sie- 
ville and Halifax River Railway, within a limit of twenty 
miles on the North, and ten miles on the Soulh of said 
line of Railway, an amount of land equal in quantity to 
the number of acres embraced in the alternate sections 
lying within six mil en on each side of said line of Rail- 
way. But this reservation is subject to the further orders 
of the Board, and subject also to the right of any actual 
settlers on the land so reserved, at the date hereof, to 
purchase from the Rtate at fhe Schedule prices the lands 
upon which they have so settled, not exceeding One hun- 
dred and sixty acres to a settler. 

Hon. P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and Immi- 
gration laid before the Board a letter from W. T. Forbes 
for the Florida Land and Improvement Company, stating 
that certain lands named therein which have been with- 
drawn from market for the benefit of the St. Johns and 
Halifax River Railroad Company had been released by 
eaid Railroad Company in favor of the said Florida Land 
and Improvement Company upon condition that said 
Railroad Company be allowed to select an equal number 
of acres from the even numbered sections within the said 
Railroad reservation, accompanied by a letter from U, J. 
White. President of the St. Johns and Halifax River Rail- 
road Company, proposing to re lease the lauds designated 
in the letter of Forbes, and the Board instructed the Sec- 
retary to advise Mr. Forbes thnt they cannot comply with 
the request contained in his said letter. 
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The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: Wi T>. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BARXE8, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, April 20th. 18»«— 4 o'clock P. M. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. T). Bloxham. Governor. 
W. I). Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands & Tm. 
The following resolution was presented and passed- 
Resolved, That Geo. P. Raney, Esqr.. be employed by the 
Trustees to represent them in the suits brought against 
the Fund by the Florida Improvement Company and bv 
E. A. Stud well, and that he be paid a retainer fee of five 
hundred dollars for his professional services, in said suits, 
and that the matter of further compensation be determ- 
ined hereafter ; provided that the further compensation is 
not to be more than three per cent, on what is saved to the 
Fund in excess of $10,000.00 of the claims sued upon. 
The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXH AM, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. April 21st, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. T>. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. I/Engle, Treasurer, 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands & Tm. 
Robert W. Davis, Esqr.. Attorney for the Green Cove 
Springs and Melrose Railroad Company appeared be- 
fore the Board, and presented a petition asking in behalf 
of said Railroad Company, a withdrawal of the even sec- 
tions along the line of said Road for six milcR on each side 
in pursuance of the Act of the Legislature entitled "An 
Act to grant certain lands to the Green Cove Springs and 
Melrose Railroad Company." 
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The petition was ordered to be tiled, together with a 
written consent on the part of said Railroad Company 
that all reservations heretofore made or now made in 
favor of said Railroad shall be subject to the right ot ac- 
tual settlers on the land reserved at the time of such reser- 
vation to purchase their settlements from the State at 
Schedule prices, in quantities not exceeding l.fiO acres fc-j 
the settler. 

Upon due consideration the Board passed the following 
resolution : 

Whereas, by resolution of the Board adopted November 
2d, 1881. there was reserved for the Green Cove Springs 
and Melrose Railroad Company the odd numbered sections 
of the lands granted to the State by the act of Congress 
of September 28th. 1850, for six miles on each side of the 
line of said Railroad, and Whereas, said Railroad Com- 
pany now applies for an additional reservation of the even 
numbered sections of said lauds for six miles on each side 
of said line of Railroad, in accordance with the provisions 
of Chapter 3495, Laws of Fiorida, it beiag an act entitled 
"An Act to grant eevtain lands rw the Green Cove Springs 
and Melrose Railroad Company'' approved March 2d, 
1883," lie it Resolved hy the Board of Tim teen of the fn- 
ternal Improvement Fiinc of the Rtate of Florida, that 
there be reserved for the benefit of the Green Cove Springs 
and Melrose Railroad, the even numbered sections of land 
for six miles on each side of said line of Road for the en- 
tire length thereof, in addition to the odd numbered sec- 
tions heretofore reserved, subject tn the further orders of 
the Board, and subject also to the ri^ht of actual settlers 
on the lands heretofore and now rpserved for said Road, 
to purchase their settlements from the State at Schedule 
prices, not exceeding 160 acres to each seltler. 

The Secretary laid l»efore the Board a letter from John 
W. Candler, President of the Florili Southern Railway 
Company, inclosing formal notice of the acceptance by 
eaid company of the resolution of the Board adopted 
March 22d in reference to the withdrawal of lands for 
Baid Company, which paper was ordered to be filed. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration presented 
to the Board the affidavit of K. B. Drew that the numbers 
of land he gave Leonard TV. Kicklitcr Assemblyman from 
Clay County to locate and enter in said County were 
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wrongly located, and praying that the money paid for 
game might be refunded until the land could be rightly 
located. And the Commissioner having rojireseuteJ to 
the Board that he had paid to the Treasurer the sntn of 
Thirty nine dollars, and forty cema received from the said 
Kickliter for the Booth West quarter of the North East 
quarter of section twenty eight in Township Ei^ht South 
of Range twenty seven east containing thirty nine -10-100 
acres, for the land aforesaid, and that the said Kickliter 
had returned to him the Certificate of entry for the said 
Land numbered 11,645. and <hat he had thereupon re- 
funned to the said Kickliter the sum aforesaid. 

Therefore it-is ordered by the Board that the said entry 
number 11,645 he cancelled and that the Treasurer return 
to the Commissioner the money so paid to the Treasurer 
on the said entry as aforesaid. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration also pre- 
sented to the Board the affidavit of Robert. C. Savage that 
at the time he applied for and enterpd the North West 
quarter of the Smith East nnarfcr of section twenty two 
in Township Twenty six (26) South of Range Twenty 
four East he made a clerical mistnke in describing the 
land and that the land he intended to enter was the North 
West quarter of the North West quarter of section twenty 
two in Township six South of Range thirty four East. 
Thereupon it is Resolved, that upon the re-conveyance to 
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida of the lands erroneously entered as afore- 
said by the said Robert C. Savage, and in consideration of 
the money paid by him for the same, that the Trustees will 
convey to the said Robert C. Savage and his heirs and 
assigns the North West quarter of the North West quar- 
ter of section twenty-two, in Township twenty six South 
of Range thirty four East. 

The following accounts were passed : C. E. Dyke, for 
printing, four 50-100 dollars. W, G. Stewart for postage 
Land Office for month of January, Twenty three 44 100 
dollars. W. T. Webster, for copies of Tuwu«liip maps. 
Thirteen 60-100 dollars. W. G. Stewart, for postage in 
November 1S82. One 18-1 OP. dollars. E. W. Clark, for 
Ledger for Land Office. One 35-100 dollars. J. R. Collins, 
for Stamps purchased for Land Office, One dollar . 

15 I. I. 



The Board then adjourned. « 

Attest: W. I>. BLOXHAM, Presidnit. 

W. I>. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, May 12th. 18HS. 
The Board met in Die Executive Office. 
Present; W. D. Bloxham. Governor. 

Henry A. L'Eagle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney Genera). 
P. \V. White. Commissioner of Land* nnd 
Immigration. 
The Attorney General was reqnested to act as Secretary 
pro tem. 

The following petition wan presented to the Board by 
Mr. Charles M. Cooper, and considered : 
To the Honorable Board of Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of Florida : * 
Tour petitioner Charles M. Cooper of St. Johns County, 
Florida, respectfully shows that there is in the City of 
Bt. Augustine in sections IS and 1!» Townahijts 7 Sonth 
Range 30 East, a strip of land on each side of a small 
shallow tide run called Maria Sanchez Creek and includ- 
ing said Creek, which is not a navigable stream, which 
said strip of land it is alleged is not included in the sur- 
vey of lots on each aide of said Creek, but which is gener- 
ally rlaimed hy the Riparian holders on each side of said 
Creek, said land is marsh except where it has been filled 
in by occupants. 

Your petitioner is the Attorney of several of the lnrgcst 
of the said Riparian owners and occupants and qctiug in 
their behalf and incidentally as far as necessary for all in 
like position. The persons whom petitioner is specially 
authorized to represent are Rebecca L. Peril. Frnnklyn 
W. Smith. Robert O. Branson, the Estate of Holmes Am- 
mi down, Amos C. Spear, and Albert Tracy, all in section 
18 except Spear and Bronson who may be in Reel tun It). 
The other occupants so far as your petitioner remembers 
in section 18 are The M. E. Church. Unlet t. who 

claims under R. L. Perit, the Trustees of the Colored 
Home Estate of Noel Atwood which petitioner feels also 
authorized to represent being the General Attorney of 
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said Estate and thmheirs thereof, and the Misses Hum- 
phreys and Mrs. Triay and Ann D, Greno, being retained 
in all Mi*. Oreeno's business petitioner feels authorised 
to represent her. All the parties are in actual possession 
and occupation of the land claimed by them; Mrs. 
(ir^eno's fence only does not cover her entire lot. 

Said land as petitioner has been informed has been se 
lected by your Honorable Board as Swamp and Overflowed 
land, but has not so far as he knows been surveyed or ap- 
proved. The claimants of section 19 are not generally 
known to petitioner, except Spear and Bron^on who may 
come therein. Your petitioner prays that the portions of 
>';tid pertjoas 1M & 19 upon both sides of snM Maria San- 
chez Creek be reserved fop your petitioner in trust to con- 
vey to the said Riparian owners or occupants as their re- 
spective interests and measurements shall appear, or be 
reserved directly for all such Riparian owners or occu- 
pants if more expedient. 

Respectfully, 
} C. M. COOPER. 

And the following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That all lands referred to in said petitioti 
lying in the said Section 18 and which have not heretofore 
been disposed of by this Board shall be and are hereby 
reserved from sale in favor of said occupants, and resolved 
further that if said lands so reserved shall be confirmed to 
the State then the said parties so in possession their heirs, 
Executors, Administrators or assigns shall respectively 
have sixty days within which to enter the portions occu- 
pied by them at Schedule prices after notice of such patent 
shall have been given to them or published for thirty days 
in a newspaper published at St. Augustine. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: * W.D.BLOXHAM. President. 

Secretary pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida, May 17th, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 
H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General., 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands & Im- 
migration. 
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The Commissioner of Lands and immigration waa re- 
quested to act as Secretary pro tem. 

Upon application it was Ordered, that entry No. tt,fi41, 
made by James W. Roberts of Monroe Connty, of lota Nos, 
7, 8, 9 & 10 of section five in Township fifty nine (."9) 
South of Range forty one (41) East be cancelled, the 
same having been made erroneously for him by L, W. 
Bethel, and that the si id James V*'. Roberts* be permitted 
to enter in lieu thereof, on paying the difference, the lots 
Nos. 5, 6. and 7 of section thirty two (32) in Township 
fifty eight (58) South of Range forty one (41) on which 
he lives and which he intended to enter. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President 

Secretary pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Florida, May lDto, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. 1>. Bloxham. Governor. 
W. D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A, L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General, 
P. W. White, Commmissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
Mr. J. M. Kreamer. Chief Engineer of the Atlantic and 
Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company, ap- 
peared before the Board, and asked that the eastern boun- 
dary of the Okeechobee Drainage District be defined by 
the Board — Whereupon the following resolution was 
adopted : 

I. Whereas, after the making of the contract of Feb- 
ruary 2fith 1881, between Hamilton Dlsston and other par- 
ties of the first part, and this Board, and after the substi- 
tution of the Atlantic and Gulf Const Canal and Okee- 
chobee Land Company as parties thereto in the place of 
said Disston and others, it was discovered that there are 
lands within the limits of the* Drainage District lying 
East of the Kissimmee River and North and North easter- 
ly of Lake Okeechobee, which are rendered unfit for culti- 
vation by means of rain fall, instead of bv the overflow 
of the said Lake Okeechobee and the Lakes contiguous to 
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said Kissimmee Ri#r, and #hereas it was declared and 
understood that each lands should he considered and held 
to be within the pnrview of said contract, therefore it is 
Resolved, that said lands so rendered nnfit for cultivation 
by rain fall are declared to he within the terms and pro- 
visions of said Drainage Contract. 

IT. Reeolver, That the following is declared to he the 
Eastern boundary of said Drainage District, to wit: 

Beginning at a point where the township tine between 
townships twenty fonr and twenty five intersects the 
range line between ranges thirty-two and thirty three, 
thence south on said range line to where it is intersected 
by the township line hetween townships twenty -six and 
twenty-seven, thence east along said township line to the 
range line between ranges thirty -three and thirty fonr, 
thence south along said range line to the Townshin line 
between townships twenty-seven and twenty right, thence 
east along said township line to the range line between 
ranges thirty-four and thirfv-five. thence south along said 
range line to the township line between tnwnshin« twen- 
ty-eight and twenty-nine, thence east along said township 
line to the rang* 1 line between ranges thirty-five and thirty- 
fix, thence south along said ransre line to the township 
line between townshins thirtv and thirtv-ono. thence e;nst 
along said township line to the range line hetween ranges 
thirty-seven and thirty -eight, thence smith on said rant?* 1 
line to the township line between townships thirty- two 
and thirty-three, thence east along «iM town shin line to 
the range line between ranges thirty-eight and tlnrtr-nine. 
thence sonth along said range line to the township line 
between townshins thirty fonr and tbirtv-five. ffconce past 
along said township line to the dividing line between sec- 
tions three nnd four of township thirty-five of range thir- 
ty-nine, thence south along said line to the sonth honndarv 
of said township, thence east along said township line to 
the dividing line between sections two and three of town- 
"hin thirtr-six of ranee thirty-nine, thence sonth along 
said line to the South boundary of said township, thence 
east to the ranee lin" hetween ranches thirty nine and for- 
ty, thence sonth. to the township line between thirtv -eight 
and thirty -nine, thence east along said townshin line to 
the ran?" line between ranges forty and fortr-one, thence 
sonth along said range line to the township line between 
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townships forty and forty-ope, thence east along said 
township line to the range line between ranges forty-one 
and forty-two. thence south along said r^ige line to the 
township line between townships forty -seven and forty- 
eight, thence west along said township line to the dividing 
line between sections three and four of township forty- 
eight of range forty-one, thence south on a line dividing 
equally townships forty-eight, forty- nine, fifty, fifty-one, 
fifty-two and fifty- three of range forty -one, and from the 
point where said line intersects the South boundary of 
township fifty three of rarge forty -one, west along said 
township line to the dividing line between sections two 
and three of township fifty -four of range forty, thence 
flout h to the South boundary of said Township, thence 
west along said township line to the range line between 
ranges thirty -nine and forty, thence south on said range 
line to where it is intersected by the line between sections 
one and twelve of township fifty-five range (39) thirty- 
nine, thence west on said section line to the north west 
corner of said section twelve, thence south along the sec- 
tion line to the south cast corner of section fourteen, 
thence west along the section line to the western boundary 
of township fifty-five range thirty-nine, thence south to 
the South east corner of section thirteen of township fif- 
ty-six range thirty-eight, thence west along the dividing 
line between sections thirteen and twenty-four in town- 
ship fifty-six range thirty-eight to the north west corner 
of 'section twenty-one of said township, thence south to 
the south boundary of township fifty seven range thirty- 
eight, thence east along said township line to Biscayne 
Bay — 

Provided, hewever, that if any of the lands now belong- 
ing to the Trust fund lying east of the last aforesaid 
eastern boundary of the Drainage contract as established 
by above resolution of the Hoard and not reserved for the 
Atlantic Coast Line Canal or otherwise heretofore dis- 
posed of shall be reclaimed and rendered fit for cultiva- 
tion by the work of the Okeechobee Canal and Drainage 
Company the same shall be divided with the said Drainage 
Company in the proportion and manner established for 
the division of the lands reclaimed within the line of its 
said District. 
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The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. 1>. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. 1>. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. May 22d. 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Kaney, Attorney Genera]. 
P. W. White. Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

It was ordered that the sale of the Tallahassee Bail rand 
postponed to take place today, he further postponed untM 
Tuesday the 9th clay of October next. 
. It was agreed on the part of W. M. Davidson, Supt. and 
General Manager of the Florida Central and Western 
Railroad, to pay the further expenses of advertising said 
Road for sale on the 9th October, and to Keep the Shops 
and buildings belonging to the Tallahassee Railroad in- 
sured against fire from this date to the said 9th day of 
October. 

It was Resolved, That the Treasurer of the Board be and 
is hereby instructed to pay the interest due upon the Tal- 
lahassee Railroad Bonds to May 1st, 1883. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. 1>. B I. OX HAM. President. 

W. D. BARNES. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, May 23d, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office, 
Present: W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 

W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 

P. W. White, Commissioner of Landa & 1m. 
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* 

Bill of Janice M. Daney, for services in taking indem- 
nity proofB, for month of April and twenty days in May, 
approved for one hundred and sixty-seven 30-100 dollars. 
Cost Bill of Philip Walter, Clerk T ". 8. Court for One hnn- 
dred and five 05-100 dollars, ordered to be paid. 

The Bill of J. H. Durkee, U. 8. Marshall, for advertising 
and for personal expenses attending appointment for sale 
of the Tallahassee Railroad, amounting to four hundred 
dollars ($400,00) was ordered to be paid — 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration presented 
to the Board the affidavits in the contest between W. B. 
Weaver and .Jesse H. Dunne for the purchase of the RWJ 
tCJ(W| of Section 1. Township 25 South, Bange 20, East, 
and upon the consideration thereof the Board decided that 
the said Dunne was entitled to the land and ordered that 
Deed for same be made to him. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM. President 

W. D. BABNES, Secretary. 



Tallahas-w. Florida, June 2d, 188&, 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Btoxhnm, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White. Commissioner of Lands & 
* Immigration. 
8. T. Kingsbery, Attorney for the East Florida, and 
the Live Oak and Rowlands Bluff Railroad, nppeared be- 
fore the Board and submitted written applications for 
lands to be conveyed by the Trustees to the said Railroads, 
which papers were filed, and the Board after due consid- 
eration adopted the following resolution : 

Resolved. That the Board will convey to the East Flori- 
da Railway Company, nn equal number of acres of Swamp 
lands in compensation for any even numbered section of 
such lands lying within six miles of the route of said 
Railway Company as have been sold since the with- 
drawal of the even-numbered sections in favor of said 
Company by this Board, and the Board will convey to the 
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Lit? Oak and Rowlands Bluff Railroad Company, an 
eqnal number of acres of Swamp land in compensation 
for the even-numbered sections of such land lying within 
six miles of the route of its road which have been sold by 
this Board since the withdrawal of the even-nnmbered sec- 
tions in favor of said Company, The Board arp willing 
to withdraw temporarily the even-numbered sections 
now on hand, of swamp land within twenty miles of Melt 
Live Oak and Rowlands Bluff Railroad Company's road, 
and if the Board find that the sale of snch land will not 
be necessary for paying indebtedness of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund it will convey snch sections so withdrawn 
to the said Live Oak and Rowlands Bluff Railroad Com- 
pany- — Nothing in this resolution shall be taken as set- 
tling the controversy or question of priority of claim as 1o 
lands conveyed to the Pensacola and Atlantic Rail Road 
Company now pending between the said Pensacola and 
Atlantic and Live Oak and Rowlands Blnff Railroad 
Companies, nor shall anything prevent a sale of any land 
which may be so withdrawn from «ale l r> actual settlers — 
now residing thereon. The Board wilt convev to snid 
Live Oak and Rowlands TilnfT" Railro;:>l t'oiminny any 
even numbered sections to winch it nmy be entitled lying 
within six miles of its rond. 

The report of Capt. H. S. 1 Htvnl, Stat* Engineer, upon 
the work of eonstrnction of the Florida Toast Line Canal 
and Transportation Compftny heretofore submitted to the 
Trustees was ordered to be spread ujrfm the m inn I pp. 
which report is as follows, viz: 

"Chattahoochee, Florida. May 11th, 1S83. 
Hon. W. D. Barnes, Secretary Trustees I. I. Fund. 

Bir— In obedience to your orders I proceeded to St. Au- 
gustine and on the 5th instant bcujan the inspection of 
the Florida Coast Line Canal and Transportation Com 
pany'B work. 

It did not appear from any information furnished me, 
that any specifications as to details of construction had 
been agreed upon, further than that said Canal should he 
of sufficient depth to admit the passage of Steamers and 
other Boats drawing three feer of water. 

In the articles of incorporation an agreement is made 
between the Company and the Boa rd of Trustees, tha t the 
latter should appoint a competent Engineer, to be agreed 
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upon, who should, before the work was commenced, make 
an examination aud report as to the character of the work 
proposed and the manner in which it should be executed, 
giving the details and a draught of speei flea t ions. — On 
the completion of any portion of the work, the said Engi- 
neer was to inspect the same and rejM>rt on its construe 
tkm. 

But it does not appear that any Engineer has ever beeu 
appointed or directed to perform these preliminary du- 
ties, Hence, no profile of the route, no diagram of details 
— no plans, draughts of specification or map of alignment 
exists to point out what excavations were necessary under 
water. The work was conducted under the guidance of 
its Director to whom it did not seem to occur that a pro- 
file of the river bottoms was absolutely essential to a 
clear understanding of the amount of work with which 
their energy and perseverance should be accredited. 

It was a matter of sufficient to them, merely to exhibit 
what actually existed as a water way, while with me, it 
was importaut to know the contour and depths of the nat- 
ural bottoms before excavation commenced. 

This obscurity had about tortured me into a determina- 
tion to declare my utter inability to make any report 
whatever, when most luckily the accurate topographical 
maps of the locality made by the United States Coast 
survey fell into my hands, from which. I was enabled to 
see, with some degree of clearness, what ditfieulties had 
been encountered and removed, althotngh it was impossi 
ble to make from them, an actual estimate of the amount 
of work done, (the scale being too small) so as to compare 
it with railroad work, with which you are more familiar, 
so you might form some idea as to the amount of the land 
grant to which they may be justly entitled. 

The engineering aud construction being conducted i* 
person by the Directors of the enterprise. As in ail such 
instances, where high officials descent! to the perform- 
ance of the groveling duties of subordinates, details never 
receive that constant attention which ensures perfection 
of execution. Hence, the defective alignment and large 
percentage of lost time which characterises this undertak- 
ing not only shows the frequent unavoidable absence of 
the high Directors, but the great mistake of doing without 
an organized corps of Engineers. Thus it happened, that 



the great dredging giaut sometimes forget his hearings, 
and with main strength and stupidity, gouged his way In 
circuitous routes and awkward elbows. 

These defects however are easily remedied and only re- 
la rd without obstructing navigation and should be toler- 
ated, ;us they can be corrected. 

Beginning at or near the mouth of Kotith Matanzus 
River, which is a mere slnsh of holes, shoals and Oyster 
baoka the Company's dredge has cut its way thirty feet 
wide, id an almost continuous line over six miles, and is 
now working its way through a marsh heading for Smiths 
Creek, a stream of Halifax River. 

On entering the channel. I noted the state of the tide, 
and ordered soundings to be taken throughout the entire 
route, and found no depth less than six feet. 

The Steamer that conveyed me was 103 feet in length, 
19 feet beam, and drew 24 feet water. Tt was about tlie 
average size ottbe Apalachicola River S team boa ts, and 
built after their plan with a stern wheel. 

It will be perceived that the width of the channel is ton 
narrow to permit the passing of two such boats, but like 
a single track railway, turn tables and stations, .^s it were, 
are provided at proper intervals for the passing and re- 
versing of boats; So far. no apprehension may be enter- 
tained from the damaging effects of tidal currents, for 
none of importance exist. The waters being kept hark by 
the free and forcible ebb and flow of North Matan^as 
River passing through its inlet, and in each case oppos- 
ing the exit of South Matanzas waters, — except a short 
while during extreme low water. Then again the charac- 
ter of the excavation is generally shell or stiff marsh 
mud, through which the Spaniards have dug canals ihat 
still exist and will probably last for centuries. 

The greatest danger that besets the path of this valua- 
ble enterprise is quicksand. It has wrecked millions of 
dollars before, in just such projects. But "o far it doe« 
not appear that any serious amount of it has been met 
with. Only a small quantity, in a favorable place, at 
the mouth of South Matanzas, came under mv olwerva- 
tion, which I am sure a jetty would drive off. It is to be 
hoped that the peculiar shell and mud formation of the 
Coast of East and South Florida will exempt the Com- 
pany from its dangers. However, a careful watch must 
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be kept up and deflections made, if necessary, to the marsh 
or shell beds to avoid it. 

Another source of danger and damage arises from the 
washing of newly excavated soil hack into the canal 
where it is cat through the mfii-sh.es. By the receding wa- 
ters of the swell, produced by advancing steamers, But 
in the case nnder consideration, the long shoots or troughs 
of the dredge boat are so extended as to discharge and de- 
posit the dirt several feet from the crest of the canal, 
leaving a wide herm and when the banks are covered with 
grass, no trouble whatever of filling in may lie appre- 
hended. 

I am satisfied with the general location of the canal 
route by Major .John Westcott. It has been with him a pa- 
tient study. And highly entertained with the operations of 
the dredge boat under the immediate management of Col. 
I. Coryell, to whom the Company is indebted for its. de- 
sign and general improvement. • 

In the absence of all data to compute the amount of 
work done and the exact distance gone over, I roughly 
estimate from the hydrographical and topographical maps 
of the TJ. S, Coast Survey that they have moved 1*0,000 
cubic yards of terraqueous excavations per mile, and gone 
certainly over six miles. About the usual amount nf solid 
earth per mile done on the broad gauge railroads of Mid- 
dle Florida. 

Hereafter we will expect a profile of the route and tk? 
distances determined either by measurement or triangula- 
tion. on record in the Engineer's Office, also estimates of 
excavations. 

It appears that no claim is made by the Company to 
improve such water ways as North Matanzas River, It 
being regarded as the navigable waters of the {Totted 
States. 

It would be well to have a legal opinion from high au- 
thority as to what constitutes the navigable waters of the 
Tnited States, and as to the rights of private parties in 
improving the same — to this subject I respectfully Invite 
the attention of the Hon. Attorney General, as it appears 
to me the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund 
might be extending their liberality too far in encouraging 
improvements which the General Government should per- 
form. 
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From an act June 15th, 1878, relating to the construc- 
tion of the Baratario Ship Canal, embodied in the report 
of the U. 8. Chief of Engineers, it appears necessary for 
private parties first to get the consent of Congress before 
they can enter on the improvement of navigable waters, 
and are forbidden to charge loll on any boats, which 
conld have navigated the same before their improvements 
were made. 

As this Company has not only improved waters hardly 
navigable for row boats, but cut through the solid marsh 
for more than a mile, it may be necessary for me in my re- 
ports to make a distinction. 

It is unnecessary for me to point ont to yon the im|w>rt. 
ance of this enterprise to the inhabitants of the Atlantic 
Seaboard, or how much their interest would be promoted 
by a continuous inland navasation from Key Biscay n« 
Bay to the mouth of the St. Johns River, to unite with the 
existing natural inside channel to FernandiTia. and throifp 
northward. Even the connection of the Matanzag and 
Halifax Rivers, must he admitted a great enterprise. »s it 
onens to the inhabitants on the route transportation fa- 
cilities for shipping their prodnce to St, Augustine whicb 
is said to have the best harbor south of Fernandina. 

In conclusion, I herewith approve the work as having 
been executed in accordance with the specification im- 
posed by the Board of Internal Improvement that the said 
cnnjil sha 1 ! be made navigable for Steamers, boats and tea- 
sels drawing three feet of water and less, and respectfully 
recommend its encouragement. 

For further information on this canal route, see renort 
of Mr. James M. Kreamer, 0. E., in his report entitled, 
The Atlantic & Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land 
Company. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) H. S. DUVAL, State Engineer." 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. June 4tb ; L888. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Pwwnt: W. It. Hloxham, Governor. 
W. I>, Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. I/Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Rnney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands & Im- 
migration. 

Dr. John Westcott appeared before the Board in behalf 
nf the Florida Coast Line Tanal und Transportation Com- 
pany and after setting forth tbe great advantages of the 
work his Company is engaged in to Hie wet ion of the 
State lying on tbe Atlantic Coast, and the difficulties to 
be encountered to complete and render efficient the canal 
now being constructed, asked the Board to render what 
aid the laws and Legislative land grants will authorize, 
to assist them in the further and successful prosecution 
of the work : Whereupon, the following resolution wa* 
adopted : 

Wficri'u*. The Florida Coast, Line Canal and Transpor- 
tation Company will be entitled to the alternate sections 
of land for six mites on each side of its Canal constructed 
and to be constructed and under the law is authorized to 
go out for twenty miles on each side to make up any de- 
ficiencies that may exist in the alternate sections within 
the six mile limit <ih<? whereas there exists a very small 
quantity of lands on the East side thereof owing to its 
proximity to the Atlantic Seaboard and a great deficiency 
on the West side thereof on account of the large number 
of Spanish grants and sales: Therefore 

Be it Resolved, That in consideration of the premises 
and of the •ircnt importance of the said Canal as a public 
work and of the surrender by said Company of the right 
to go outside of the limit of six miles and within twenty 
miles to make up such deficiencies, the Board hereby 
agree that the said Company shall have the Even and Odd 
Sections on each side and within the six mile limit for each 
mile of Canal constructed or to be constructed by mMOom- 
pany to he conveyed as each six miles of said Canal is 
completed, provided, said Company shall continue its 
work with reasonable diligence. This Resolution to take 
efJw't from and after its acceptance by ihc said Company 
and notice thereof to the Secretary of this Board. Upon 
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the adoption of the above resolution Messrs. L'Engle and 
Kancv voted nay. Jhe International Railroad and 
Steamboat Transportation Company presented a plat ol 
the survey of the line of their Railroad, from Jackson- 
ville to Pa lark a, which ueiug properly certified to, was 
ordered to be placed on file iu the Land Office. 

It was ordered that ("apt. H. S. Duval be. paid One 

hundred and twenty five dollars if 125.00) for services 

in inspecting and reporting upon the construction of the 

Florida Coast Line ("anal and Transportation Company. 

The Hoard then adjourned. 

W. 1). BLOXHAM. 

President. 
Attest : 

W. D. B A EKES, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, 

done 9th. 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. T). Btoxham, Governor. 
W. 1>. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands & Im- 
migration. 
The Governor laid before the Board a communication 
from 8. T. Kingsbnry. Attorney for the East Florida 
Railway Company, requesting the Board to answer 
whether they will make up the deficiency of 137,559 0-10 
acres of land claimed by said Railway Company as due 
to them nnder their Legislative grant*: and the Board in- 
structed the Secretary to inform Mr. Kingsbury that th« 
Resolution of .June 2d passed, in reply to former appli- 
cation of same purport, conveys the decision of the Board 
on that subject, and that they do hot feel anifcorixed to 
do more than is expressed therein. 

A communication was received from J. E. Ingraham, 
President of the South Florida Railroad Company ask- 
ing that an Eogineer be sent to inspect the Sanford and . 
Indian River, Railroad branch to Lake Jesup, and the 
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Secretary was instructed to notify Capt. H- S. Duval, 
State Engineer, accordingly — 

It is ordered that J. J. Johnston be appointed Timber 
Agent for the County of Lafayette. 

Whereas, James W. Roberts made an error in the num- 
bers of land entered by him in Entry 11641 by install- 
ments undtr Chapter ;Jo24 of the Laws of Florida and 
has returned his Certificate of purchase for the same, it 
is Ordered that the said entry be cancelled and the money 
refunded, and that the said Roberts be allowed to enter 
under said Chapter 3324 the LotB No, 5, 6 & 7 of Section 
32, T. 58, R 41 E, being the lands which it was his inten- 
tion to have entered. 

Whereas, by order of the Board, of February 4th, 1882, 
Charles A. Fox was authorized to enter 80 acres of land 
in lieu of NW£ of SW£ and SWi of NW£ Sec 15, T 20 
S, R 30 E, Bold by Williama, Swann and Corley to Mrs, 
Mary A. Macdonald. and whereas the said Fox has as- 
signed his right to Thomas E. Wilson, who has selected 
as the land to be so entered the KW{ of NE$ Sec 27, T 19 
S, R 29 E, and Lot 2 Sec 17 T 19 S, R 30 E, and Whereas, 
the land selected by the said Wilson amounts to only 
Sixty five 29-100 acres, being Fourteen 71-100 acres short 
of the amount he is authorized to enter: /* is Ordered, 
that the Commissioner of Lands enter for the said Wil- 
son the land selected by him and that the Treasurer pay 
to the said Commissioner for the said Wilson, upon the 
order of the Secretary oftbis Board, the sum of Thirteen 
dollars and twenty four cents, being the purchase money 
at ninety cents per acre on Fourteen 71-100 acres. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President 

Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, 

Secretary. 



241 

i 

Tallahassee, Florida, 

Jane 23d, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Eagle, Treasurer. 
Ceo. P. Raney. Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

Application was handed in from Joseph P. Dowliug to 
have his entry of NW} of NEJ and NEJ of NW£ Section 
34 T 1 8, R 20 E, changed to NW} of NEi and XKJ of 
NW£, Section 34, T 1, N, Range 20, E, and prti[x»r proof 
being submitted that the mistake was not from want of 
diligence on his part, and a deed of re-conveyance having 
been executed by him to the State for the lands bo pur- 
chased by him, it is ordered that in lien of the land here- 
tofore deeded to him he be allowed to purchase the land 
now applied for. 

The plat of the surveyed route of the Live Oak, Tampa 
and Charlotte Harbor Railway from Rowlands Bluff to 
the line between Sections 16 & 21 in Township 12 6, 
Range 19 E, waB presented properly certified to and filed 
in the Office of the Commissioner of Lands and Immigra- 
tion. 

A communication from 8. T. Kingsbury , Atty. for the 
Live Oak, Tampa and Charlotte Harbor Railway Com- 
pany was presented, representing that they had com- 
pleted Bix miles of road eastward from Rowlands Bluff 
and requesting the Board to send an Engineer to inspect 
and report upon the same. 

The Board having had under cnnsideration the contest 
between Mrs. Mary E, Titng and Thomas K. Dixon, of 
Brevard Co., as to the prior right to enter the SWJ of 
NWi of Sec. 3, Township 22, S, R 35 E, and having fully 
considered the proofs submitted decided that the Com- 
missioner of Lands be instructed to vacate the entry 
made by the said Dixon of the described lands, and that 
a deed of conveyance to the Bame be prepared for Mrs. 
Titus. 

16 I. L 
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The Board then adjourned. 

W, D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest : 

W. T). BARNES, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, 

Jnne 30th, 1883. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: W. 1>. Bloxham, Governor, 

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. I*. Raney, Attorney General. 
P.- W. White, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

The Attorney General was requested to act as Secre- 
tary pro teui. 

The report of James M. Dancy, Civil Engineer, selected 
by the Board to examine lands reclaimed by the Atlantic 
& Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company, wai 
laid before the Board, read and approved, and ordered to 
be spread upon the minutes of this day. Said report id 
in words and figures as follows: 
To the Honorable President and Members of the Hoard 

of Internal Improvement Fund of Florida : 

Dear Sirs — TTnder instructions issued to me in person 
on 1st of Jnne 1883. I proceeded at the earliest possible 
day to Kissiramee City. Orange Co.. the point moet ac- 
cessible, within the drainage district, for the purpose of 
thoroughly examining the work, results &c. of the At- 
lantic and Gulf Coast' Canal and Okeechobee Land Com- 
pany. 

I found the outlet canal southward from Tohopekaiiga 
to he an open straight cut 'Si miles loqg and an average 
width of 40 feet, and four ft. of water, with a current 
4 to ii miles per hour into the next Lake South, Lake 
Cypress. 

1st. Lake Tohopekaiiga. a lake 6 to 10 miles wide, 
about .18 miles long. (I would here state that I had occa- 
sion to visit Kissimmee City last October and in Com- 
pany with other Gentlemen walked down to the margin 
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of the lake where a small steamer vu loading with 
freight.) 

The waters of the La&e are now niurh lower than they 
weie (hen and 4i feet lower than ever known before. And 
a sand tienrh is now forming around the entire Lake and 
large Islands that aie in the Lake. This Reach is from 
II'IH to 200 ft. wide and thousands of acres of the richest 
Prairie lands in the Htate are now dry enough for culti- 
vation. 

The officers of the Company accompanied me to thor- 
oughly examine the Lakes and river south to their opera- 
tions and westward into Lakes Hnt, Chiuehaw, Kissim- 
mee, Lake Tiger. Lake Rosalie. Lake Weohyakapka, all 
of which I carefully examined by land and water and 
find the margins all lowered. Prairies of large extent 
perfectly dry and Cat lie feeding where water usually 
stands to the depth of several feet, here are the finest 
grass pastures 1 ever saw. 

Captain Rose, the Su(»erintendent of this work, pointed 
out to me the lines of short cuts of their Canal, through 
these prairies, thns lessening the distance from Lake to 
T-ike more than two thirds of the distance by the crooked 
narrow stream that they call a driver. 

After returning from the River trip, I procured a 
Camp outfit and projected my examination within the 
l>rainage District South and West by land to Lakes 
Marion, Pierce and Kissimiuee Prairies, and to the Bast 
and Xorth through Townships affected by this drainage, 
a ad i on the east and south side of East Tehopekaliga 
Lake which is also surrounded by extensire prairies. 

This examination is confined to the Northern portion 
of the drainage district. It will be well for me to note 
here, the main work of drainage has been carried on at 
three points within the district viz: South from Lake 
Tehopekaliga to Lake Cypress. West from Kissimmee 
Lake to Lake Tiger, Rosalie. Walk in Water, and west 
from Lake Okeechobee to Lake Hickpochee, Ftirt and 
the Caloosahatchie River. 

I have only examined the Townships affected by the 
connection of these large lakes by short cuts thus lower- 
ing the entire water level of this entire sectiqp of coun- 
try, I also carefully examined all streams of whatever 
size they were making into these Lakes, and to the aston- 
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isdinient of all though it had rained in that section of 
county for 24 days in succession, all travellers said the 
streams were lower than they had ever been, thus show- 
ing in my judgment that this lowering of the water level 
in those Lakes had affected not only the drainage in the 
Drainage District but for miles outside of it, and I also 
noticed that small lakes and water ponds, though it 
raiucd on me every day but one, heavily, did not rise as 
they usually do during the rainy season. 

The Dredge and Snag Itoat crew are under the strict- 
est discipline every one knows their duty and are at work 
in mud and water from morning to night — the powerful 
dredges and machinery seem under perfect control, mov- 
ing from side to side and each immense bucket filled with 
earth or mud depositing its load into a slide which takes 
it far off the banks. 

In the Company ship yard at Kissimmee City, I note 
the same energy and activity, in the building of several 
Hulls and barges to be used tn the further prosecution 
of their work; one large substantial Dredge Hull is just 
launched to receive new and improved machinery for 
their second cut into East Tehopekaliga Lake, through 
Cross Prairie, a distance* of three miles — This cut will 
also affect the drainage of thousands of acres of the 
most valuable lands in the State. 

I may here say, relying on the good faith and success 
of the Company, many settlers are taking up lands for 
permanent homes in this district. 

These lands one year ago were considered of no value 
on account of the overflow of water which lands are now 
from 2£ to 8 ft. above wet season water level and in my 
opinion should this Drainage Company now stop their 
work temporarily an improved condition in the adjacent 
territory would be noted for many months to come, the 
soil gradually but certainly assuming a condition of im- 
provement which would be permanent. On account of the 
porosity of the soil the lowering of the waters in the 
Lakes and confluent streams necessarily affects the nor- 
mal condition for great distances on either side of the 
drainage. 

The waters of saturation by seepage finds its way to 
the reduced* water courses, thence to be rapidly dis- 
■ charged to the lower level. 
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Through the Agency of the drainage canalr* from this 
cause alone large tracts within the drainage* district here- 
tofore considered undesirable are to day improved and 
susceptible of cultivation ; and adjacent lands are assum- 
ing the same condition. 

In conclusion will say that in the northern portion of 
the Drainage District examined by me, I report on 31 
Townships and report upon the aggregate area of State 
lands contained in them, which in my judgement are 
improved so as to be susceptible of cultivation. 

I did not have any time to visit the canals west from 
Lake Okeechobee — I am informed by officers of the Com- 
pany that the waters of the Lakes on that side are low- 
ered 2 feet — thus rendering large tracts of valuable land* 
susceptible of further drainage and cultivation but upon 
these I am unable to make any report. 

The TownshipB inspected by me are: 



Township. 
25 
25 



27 
27 
27 
27 
28 



8 



u 
a 



28 



29 
29 
29 



30 
31 
32 
32 



Ilangp. 
28 
29 
28 
29 
3d 
31 
28 
29 
30 
31 
28 
29 
30 
31 
28 
29 
30 
31 
27 
29 
30 
31 
31 
29 
30 





Acres. 


E 


23,040 


i 


23,040 


M 


20,920 


It 


10,000 


if 


20,000 


« 


20,000 


u 


22,200 


m 


19,200 


u 


19,500' 


« 


20,480- 


u 


5,884 


M 


14,720* 


u 


22340 


u 


23,040 


« 


. 2,599 


a 


18,560- 


M 


9,600 


« 


16,640- 


U 


7,680- 


u 


7,680" 


u 


14,720* 


a 


14.080 


u 


23.040 


u 


19300 


u 


23.040 





Range 




Acres. 


f) ' 


32 


E 


23,040 


u 


28 


u 


20,0*i 


U 


29 


*i 


23,040 


<« 


28 


N 


23,640 


a 


&$ 


if 


22,000 


tt 


29 


« 


23.040 



SHI 

Township. 
32 • 

33 
33 
34 
34 
33 

31 Townships, aggregate area 535,285 acres. 

In making the land examination of this extensive terri- 
tory entirely in the wilderness for days, no human habi- 
tation to be seen it requires men of woodscraft, tact, en- 
ergy, and endurance, to accomplish the objects attained- - 

IXDIAXS. 

I find old Tallauassee and his few followers at the 
southern extremity of Lake Tierce and am informed that 
some one has entered from the State or United States 
without his knowledge the little parcel of land he lives 
on with abont eighty bearing Orange trees upon it which 
I think is an outrage and in my opinion when found out 
*will cause trouble unless your Board can intervene in his 
behalf and have the entrv cancelled. Their settlements 
are all in Township 20 S, Range 28 E, Sec. 21. Talla- 
hassee's Lot is the XEJ of SWj See, 21 and others hi the 
fractional north A of NW|, and fractional East 1 of SEJ-. 
all in Sec. 21. 

I did not delay my work on account of rains or snn. but 
It took me a longer time on account of the heavy rains to 
thoroughly satisfy myself that the Drainage work was a 
-success, through all the rains of 24 successive days, the 
last day of my stay at Kissimmee City, I examined the 
level grade stake and found it to show ii feet a rise of 
<mly 2 inches from all this rain fall. 

The Agent of the Drainage Company, Col. C. P. Hop- 
kins, acompnnied me in the examinations and his certifi- 
cate could be attached to this if it were necessary. 
I am Yours Respectfully, 

I Signed ) JAMES M DAXCY, 

Orange Mills. Florida, July 12th. 1883. 

It was further ordered that Three hundred dollars be 

Slid Mr. Dancy for his services, he to pay all expenses of 
e examination. 
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The Treasurer wa* ordered to pay the following bills: 
R. & 3. Monro one 33-100 dollars. Telegraph Bill, Twenty 
two 04-100 dollars. Postage a-e, Fifteen 12-100 dollar*. 

It was ordered that the promissory note of Mr. Hamil- 
ton Disston deposited with the Board under the Drain- 
age contract be returned to him the terms upon whu-h tin* 
same was to be returned having been fulfilled. 

It was furl her ordered that entry No. 12,153 be can- 
celled the land appearing to belong to the Tropical Flor- 
ida B, R. Co. and that the purchase money, #200.27 be re- 
turned to W. I). Burtehaell. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: - W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

Secretary pro tern. 



Tallahassee. Florida, July 3d, 18S3. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. D. Bloxbam. Governor. 
W. I). Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A* I/Engle. Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Ttaney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands add 
Immigration. 
The following communication from the Treasurer in re- 
gard to Railroad Bonds was read and ordered to be spread 
upon the minutes — The Hats referred to therein are bound 
In book form and deposited in Treasurer's Office. 
Treasurer's Office, State of Florida, 
Tallahassee. June 27th, lS83. 
Hia Excellency, W. P. Bloxham, Governor, Prcst- Board 
Trustees Internal Improvement Fund. 
Sir: As the result of the investigation of the record nf 
the Bonds issued by the various Railroad Companies ai- 
der the provisions of the Internal Improvement Act of 
1855, I find that of the Five hundred and fifty five thou- 
sand dollars issued by the Florida Atlantic and Gulf Cen- 
tral Railroad Company there were burned by the Trus- 
tees or cancelled. Five hundred and twenty four thousand 
dollars leaving outstanding Thirty one bonds of one 
thousand dollars each, list of same herewith. 
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The Tallahassee Railroad Company issued Two hundred 
and nix thousand dollars, of which ■ jthere remains oat- 
standing, Fifty three thousand one hundred dollars— Six 
thousand five hundred of them however are among the 
bonds in the 103 bond case in the hands of the Master, 
which leaves outstanding of the Tallahassee Railroad 
bonds Forty six thousand and six hundred dollars— list 
of bonds outstanding herewith. 

There were reeorded in the Comptroller's Office of the 
Florida Railroad bonds 1614 numbered 1 to 1616 two num- 
bers omitted making the total issue of these bonds which 
were recorded Sixteen hundred and fourteen thousand 
dollars, of these the Trustees cancelled April 1868, 1178 
bonds and in April 1875, 198 bonds of one thousand dol- 
lars each making a total of 1376 bonds, one of the bonds 
then cancelled, viz: No. 1621 was not recorded in the 
Comptroller's Office, which leaves outstanding of the 
bonds of this road, which were recorded in the Comptrol- 
ler's Office 23*1 bonds of 11000. each— list of bonds nut- 
standing with this. 

Of the bonds issued by the Fensacola and Georgia Rail- 
road Company, there appears to be undisposed of or un- 
accounted for EiRht bonds of tlOOO, each. T find also 
that there has been issued of these bonds thirty two of 
91000, each which were not recorded in the Comptroller's 
Office — There were recorded as issued. Eleven hundred 
and sixty four thousand bonds of flfJOO. each, while H 
appears that Elevpn hundred and ninety six thousand dol- 
lars of these bonds have been disposed of by burning and 
cancel ling. We may assume thnt some errors were made 
in taking down the numbers of the bonds destroyed by the 
Trustees in 1872. as a very large number were then burned, 
and the list and record appears to have been hastily made 
— there was room for mistakes wi'hoyit detectiov when the 
work was not revised with great care, as there were sev- 
eral bonds of the same number issued viz: of the numbers 
from 1 to 101 there were 4 seriea, from 1f>2 hi 126 3 series. 
127 to 166 4 series, from 101 to 258 3 series, from 259 to 
287 2 series, from 288 to 485 one series, to have made a 
perfectly relinhle record would have required much time 
and labor and the exercise of great care scrutinizing each 
number closely before entering it upon the list— All of 
the denominations of hundreds have been accounted for. 
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and of the 37 bonds of ?500, each, from 1 to 32 both :»e. 
were recorded in the Comptroller's Office from 33 to 37 
both inc. were not recorded they all bear the genuine sig- 
natures of the Trustees and the Railroad Officers and 
were to all appearances properly executed and issued. It 
ie possible that of the 8 bonds which appear as outstand- 
ing some of them may have been burned in 1872 and the 
fact not properly noted, an error made by marking as so 
burned a different number from the one burned — this- 
would also account for some of the bonds, which appear 
to have been issued and not recorded, for instance there 
were issued 3 bonds numbered 126, the record showB that 
4 of this number have been disposed of, 4 of 136 were 
issued — the record -shows only 3 of 136 disposed of — it 
may be that these numbers were mistaken tbe one for the 
other, and likewise in other eases. 
Respectfully, 
(Signed) HENRY A. L'ENOLK, 
Treasurer Bd. Trustees I. I. Fund. 

The account of A. L .Woodward for servicer on record 
of Railroad bonds and making out lipts referred to in 
above communication approved for Ninety three dollars. 

The Commissioner of Lands presented for sitrnatnres of 
Trustees a deed for 4,489 44-106 acres of land to be con- 
veyed to the Florida Coast Line Canal and Transporta- 
tion Company in pursuance of the resolution of Tune 4th 
1883. 

The Attorney General stated that he signed the deed be- 
cause it was ordered by a majority of the Trustees, bat 
that he did not concur in the action of the Board iu this 
case. 

The Tallahassee, Thoniasville and Gulf Railroad filed a 
plat of the survey of their route from the Georgia Line to 
Carra belle on the Gulf, which bemsr accompanied by prop- 
er affidavit was filed with the Secretary of the Roard. 

The following accounts were ordered to be paid: 

W. D. Barnes. Secretary for the months of April, May 
and June If 100) one hundred dollars. 

0. B. Gwynn. Clerk in Land Office for the month of 
Jn»e, Fifty dollars. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. J>. BLOXHWM, Fresideiit. 

W. D. BARNES. Secretary. 
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Tallahassee. Florida, July 16tb, ink;;. 
The Board wet in the Executive Office. 
Fresent; W. D. Htoxhuiu, Governor. 
\V. 1). Barnes, Comptroller. 
Jleiirv A. I/Engle, Treasurer. 
Ceo. t', Raney, Attorney General. , ■ 

ft \v. White. < 'uminissioner of Triads and 
Immigration. 
The following it-solution was adopted: 
Resolved, That the Attorney General he directed to an- 
swer the petition of Bet lie \V. Hill, praying the re-estab- 
lishment of the Pensaeola and Georgia Bond No. 17 which 
bond appears to be outstanding and that he ask as a con- 
dition precedent to the payment of the said bond to said 
Bettie W. Hill that a bond with sureties be given by said 
Bettie \Y. Hill said bond to be conditioned to nave Ihe 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund and their 
Treasurer harmless in case the original of said bond No. 
17 shall hereafter appear and be paid — said sureties to be 
residents of this State or North Carolina as the Court 
may decree and said bond to be in the sum of not less 
than (95000) Five thousand dollars, and the sufficiency 
of the sureties to be approved by the Court. 

Two bills of Capt. C. E. Dyke for printing were pre- 
sented and ordered paid, one for Fifty six dollars and 
the other for Twenty 50 100 dollars. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXIIAM. President. 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, July 17th, 1S83. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. 1>. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. H. Bar*es, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. . , 

U.S. Duval, State Engineer, made report upon the con 
struction of the Sanford and Indian River Railway from 
ftaaford to Lake Jesup, recommending the acceptance of 
the road, which report was ordered to be filed. 
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The account of Kama Norinan, for expense's of re-cSb- 
veyance of lands "to the Trustees, erroneously entered of 
the Commissioner of Lands for Three 50-KW dollars*, "was 
ordered paid. 

The account of H. S* Duval, State Engineer, for inspect 
inc mid reporting upon the construction of the Sanforil 
and Indian River Railroad June 21st, 1S83, One hundred 
and twenty five dollars, was ordered paid. 

The Treasurer reported having received from the South 
Florida Railroad Company, One hundred and twenty five 
dollars, amount of charge for inspection of Sanford ana 
Indian fttver Branch by State Engineer. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXH AM, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, July 23d. 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. P. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 
Geo. I*. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands & Im- 
migration. 
Mr. R. E, Wilson appeared before the Board :n behalf 
of the Florida Midland Railway, and filed the plans and 
specifications and plat of survey for the oust rnc Hon of 
the same from Lake Jesup to a point one mile east of 
Apopka City in Orange County, and applied for the with- 
drawal of the odd sections of Swamp and overflowed lands 
for six miles on each side of the projected liiie of Road; 
And it was Resolved by the Board, thai the odd tiutubered 
sections of land granted to the State of Florida by Act of 
Congress of September 28th, 1850, for six miles or, «jch 
side of said surveyed line of Railway be reserved for 1he 
benefit of the same, subject however to the further orders 
of the Board, and to purchase by actual settlers at Sched- 
ule prices and quantities — and also subject to former 
grants or reservations. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter f rr m A. M- 
Lyon, President, of Jacksonville, Halifax and St. Angus- 



tine Railway asking that the State Engineer he sent to 
inspect the road from Jacksonville to St Augustine naw 
completed, and the Secretary was directed to instruct the 
State Engineer accordingly. 

It appearing to the Board by the nffldavit of Moses A, 
Johnson jthathe was misled in the entry of the North East 
quarter, of the North East quarter of section 4 in Town- 
ship 33 South of Range 27 East, and that his improve- 
ments are on the North East quarter of the NW£ of the 
tame section which it was bis intention :o enter. It is 
ordered that the said erroneous entry No. 12,047 l>e can- 
celled and the snm of Thirty e^kt 75-lflit dollar* paid for 
same be refunded to said Johnson, and that he be permit- 
ted to make entry of the last above described land. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. T). BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BARNES. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, -Inly 24th, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. I). Bloxham, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

C. B. Fenwick, Esqr., appeared before the Board in be- 
half of the Atlantic Coast St. Johns and Indian River 
Railway: and asked that some definite time be fixed by the 
Trustees for the reservation of the alternate sections of 
land withdrawn for the benefit of said road, whercujmn 
it was 

Resolved. That the reservation heretofore made fa be- 
half of the Atlantic Coast St. Johns and Indian River 
Railway Company* on February 3d, 1883. be extended 
and continued in force nntil the farther orders of the 
Board, provided that if six miles of said road be not 
graded within six months from the date hereof, the reser- 
vation shall be cancelled. 

The account of C. B. Gwynn. for services as Clerk in 
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Salesman's Offire (or months of Fcby., April and May, 
ordered paid at fifty dollars ($50.00) per month. 

The account of J. L. Harris, as Clerk in Salesman's Of- 
fice from April 27 1 h to July 1st, 1883, Ordered paid at 
fifty dollars per month. 

It .was ordered that C. R Owynn, Clerk in the Sales- 
man's Office be paid Seventy five dollars ($75.00) per 
month from the first inshint, and that -1. L. IlarriB, Clerk 
in same Office be paid Fifty dollars ( $50.00 ) per mouth 
and that said Clerks and J. B. Collins, Clerk in same of- 
fice continue to receive the salaries fixed for them until 
the further orders of the Board, and the Secretary order 
the payment accordingly. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. RLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, Aug. 1st, 1883. 

Tlie Board met in the Executive Office. 

All present. 

L. B. Wombwell, Esqr., Afty. for the P. & A. R. R. pre- 
sented a petition in behalf of the Company, applying for 
the lands granted to said Company under their act of in- 
corporation, the petition was ordered to be filed, and the 
Secretary was instructed to make reply, that the condi- 
tion of the fund is not such as would justify a further 
conveyance of lands to Railroads at present. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BfXJXHAM. President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, 

August 14th, 1883. 
The Board met in the Attorney General's Office. 
Pre»ant: W, I). Barnes, Comptroller. 

Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
Hon. P. W. White, CemmhiBioner &c. waB requested to 
act as President pro tem. 
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The Secretary laid before the Hoard the report of the 
State Engineer upon tlie work of construction of the 
Jacksonville, St. Augustine and Halifax Hirer. Railway, 
f l^m Jacksonville to St. Augustine a distance of Thirty 
five ;13-1()(I (35.33) miles, approving tap same, which was 
ordered to be tiled. And Mr. O. It. Smith, appeared iM'fore 
the Hoard, in behalf of said Kuihv:iy Company, :<ul made 
application for the hinds granted to said Company Uy net 
of the Legislature of March 5th, 1883, To which' the 
Board replied that the alternate sections for six mites on 
each side of, said road would be deeded at (he proper time, 
but that they did not feel authorized to take further ac- 
tion at present. 

A communication wan laid before the Hoard from lion. 
N. C. McFarland, U. S. Commissioner of Lands, asking 
that Fractional Sections 20, 21 &. 29 in Township 46, 
South, Range 23 East, on Sanabel Island which is claim- 
ed by the State as Swamp land, but not patented, be re- 
linquished to the (rovernment for the purpose of con- 
structing a Light House on the said laud. It was ordered 
that a reply be sent by telegram that "the land asked for 
would be relinquished by the Htate." 

Application of S. T. Kingsbury, Attorney for the Live 
Oak and Charlotte Harbor Railroad to have State En- 
gineer sent to inspect six miles additional of road just 
completed, was received, and the Secretary was directed 
to instruct the State Engineer accordingly. 

The following resolution offered by Judge White was 
adopted : 

Whereas. C. W. McDonald in the rear 1875 applied to 
enter the \V1 of SWJ and NE* of SWj Section 32 and 
Lot 2 of Section 31 in Township 19 South. Range 27 East, 
and in making said entry Lot 2 was descriljed as Lot one 
which was not State land and deed was issued according 
to this erroneous 'description, said entry and deed being 
numbered 0958: and whereas the said McDonald has re- 
linquished to the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund his apparent title to said Lot number one — -There- 
fore be it 

Resolved, That the said entry No. 6958 lie cancelled as 
to said Lot Xo. 1 and a deed issue to the said McDonald 
for Lot No. 2 in lieu thereof, which was, the land paid 
for and intended to be conveyed. 



The Board then adjourned. 

Attest: 

President pro tera, 
W. 1). BARNES, 

Secretary, ■ 



Tallahassee. Florida, 

August 23d. 1883. 
The Hoard niet iu the Executive Office. 
Present: W. I». Hloxham, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
H. A. L'Euglp. Treasurer. 
Oeo. P. Raney, Attorney tfeneral. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lnnds &. I. 
It «iiH ordered that the sum of One hundred iind twen- 
ty five -dollars he paid to H. S. Duval, State Engineer, 
for inspecting the Jacksonville, Kt. Augustine and Hal- 
ifax River Railroad. 

L. P. Smith having represented to the Board that be 
made an error in entering the N'VVJ of KE} Section 7 
Township 25, 8outh, Range 25. East. Entry No. 11692. 
which representation is sustained by the Certificate of E. 
E. Mi/ell. County Surveyor; 

It is ordered that said entry b# camelled and that the 
•ma of Forty dollars, being the purchase money paid for 
•aid land, be refunded to the said L. F. Smith. 

It having been represented to the Board by Messrs. B. 
C. Lewis fc'Rons. that in entering the E£ of €W$ Section 
1, T .".2 H. R 2o E, for Mrs. g, n. Minshall, Entry No. 
12225 a mistake was made in the numbers. It is ordered 
that said entry be cancelled and the sum of one hundred 
and sixty 72-HK) dollars, being the purchase money paid 
for said lands be refunded to the said B. C. Lewis & 
Sons. 

The Hoard then adjourned. 
Attest: W. I>. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. I). BARNES, 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, 

August 24th, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxhani, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
H. A. L'Eugle, Treasurer. 
• Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 

P. W. White, GommiBsioner of Lands & I. 

Col. J. C. Marcy, appeared before the Board in Ijt-lmlf 
of the Jacksonville, St. Augustine and Halifax River 
Railway, and asked that the Trustees convey to them the 
lands granted under the Acts of the Legislature. The 
Board expressed willingness to deed the alternate sec- 
tions within six miles of Baid road, but declined to do 
more at present. 

Col. Alex St. Clair Abrams, appeared before the Board 
also and asked for further reservation for the- benefit of 
the Tavares, Orlando and Atlantic Railroad ; and i lit? fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That the reservation of the alternate Sec- 
tions heretofore made for the Tavares, Orlando and At- 
lantic Railroad be extended to twenty miles on each side 
of the line of said road to make up the deficiency within 
the Bix mile limit; But this reservation is subject to the 
resolution of the Board adopted January 22d T 1883. 

The account of J. L. Harris for work in office of Sales- 
man for month of July 1883, was approved for Fifty 
dollars. 

The Board then adjourned. 



W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President 



Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, 

September 12th, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
It having been represented to the Board that the con- 
struction of the Jacksonville, St. Augustine and Halifax 
River Railroad was of an imperfect and inferior charac- 
ter, and not snch as required by the. Specifications, it was 
Resolved, That Capt. B. M. Burroughs be employed to 
thoroughly inspect said road and make report at an early 
day. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President 
Attest : 

Secretary pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida, 

September 17th, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxhnm, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 
1*. W. White, Commissioner of Lands & t. 
The report of Capt. B. M. Burroughs, upon the con*l ruc- 
tion of the Jacksonville, St. Argustine and Halifax River 
Railroad vi-.ts received and ordered to be spread upon the 
minutes, as feltawl : 

Tallahassee. Fla., Sept. lBt, 1SS3. 
G-w. W. 1>. Bloxham, President of the Board of Trustees 
of tho Internal Improvement Fund of the State of 
Florida. 

Do-ir fsr: Having complied with your letter of In* 
Finn-turns *o re-inspert the condition of the Jacksonville, 
St. Augustine and Halifax River Railroad, I most re* 
apcrtftJIy euhmit the following report: 
17 1.1. 



First — Yhe Right of Way is well observed b"ing i leand 
about fifty fee! nu each side from centre ot track. 

2d — The Koad lied being new, the embankments in Mine 
places have shrunken rendering the grades irregular and 
the alignment of the track imperfect, and at some points 
embankments too narrow. The. excavations are full wide, 
but the ditches need cleaning out to some extent. 

3d. The cross ties have been roughly gotten out. but 
are of good material equally of jiiue and cypivss, ore laid 
trwo feet apart, and well spiked. 

4. The Trestles aud Culverts are sufficient for drain- 
age and a** substantial in construction. 

5th. The guage of the mad is three feet. Tin* iron 
weighs 30 lbs. to the yard. Steel rail of "Fish liar" pat- 
tern, and thoroughly spiked. 

tith. The grades are all light except one, which does 
not exceed over 45 feet to the mile. There ate four curves 
on main line between ..Jacksonville and Si. August'ne of 
one and two degrees enrviture. 

7th. The equipments, Itolting Stock, &c are tirst .'lass. 
They had one Kngine, and another purchased and on the 
way. Three (."{) first class Passengers Cars, One Contin- 
uation Baggage and" Smoking Car. Four {ii Box Cars aud 
Nine (H) Flat Cars, all new and in good condition. 

Sth. The construction of the road I consider verv <;ood 
with the exception of the few details above men tinned. 
They have between forty and fifty hands on the road and 
they are rapidly making the improvement* and cornv- 
tionB nec-essary to make the road first class in every re- 
spect. This road will compare very favorably with the 
'•Florida Southern" It. It. at the time of examination and 
1 would most respot t fully recommend the lands to be ukuI 
to said road believing that the managers are de-term ined 
to do all in their jniwer to make the "Jacksonville. St. 
Augustine and Halifax H. H.*' equal to any road in Ike. 
State. 

Yours Verv KeiqKVlfullv, 

H. If. BURROUGHS, 

Engineer. 

Ordered that Caj»t. It. M. rttinongbs be paid the sum of 
Fifty dollars for inspecting Jacksonville, St. Augustine 
and Halifax Kiver Railroad. 
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The Flarila Southern Railway Company lmvirg nmde 
application t" have H> miles* of their road Northward from 
Gainesville, and ten mile* Southward from Ovaln. in- 
gpected bj uu Engineer, the Board employed Col. -John 
Bradford ><> make i lie iuspe* him. 

The Commissioner of Lauds and Immigration prcwnied 
fur the consideration and tu I ion of the Hoard, (he appli- 
cation of Asbei-ry H. XV tied 011. will] his affidavit of settle- 
ment, far rimy of Lot No. :t Section II T 3ft; 8. R 26 E — 
and a letter from K_ f. Wailes, State Agent, asking that 
said lot be chnrjjed to his account, and upon consideration 
thereof the Beard Ordered that tin- said A sherry S. XX'be- 
doti, Is? allowed to enter mi id lot No. S at State prices. 

The llufird then adjourned. 
Attest: Wi It. BLOXIIA.X1. President. 

VV. It. BAR NTH. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. -Hepteinlwi- 226, IMS*. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. I). Kloxhani. Governor. 
VV. 1L Barn**. Comptroller. 
H. A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 
<ieo. I*. Rauey. Attorney General. 
I*. W, White, Commissioner of I .a mis and 
immigration. 
The follow! nc supplement nl report of J. M. l>auey» 
Agent to examine the lands drained by the Atlantic and 
(Julf ('oust Canal and Okeechobee Land Company was 
ouhniitted and ordered to be spread upon the minutes of 
the Trustees: 
To the Lion. Interna) Improvement Board of Florida: 

Hear Hire — Since making my report of June 28th, I 
have decided that as the Drainage District extended East 
through T. 25, S, R 30 E, T 25, 8, R 31 East and T 25. R, 
II :>2, E, That they should be included in the list of lands 
affected by the drainage company and reserved for them, 
to prevent future complications of Deeds, &c., as they are 
so nuieh improved that they have been bought and prepar- 
ations for cultivation begun. 

I am Yonrs KenixH-tfullv 

( Signed 1 JAMES M. DAXCY. 
State Examining Agent. 
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The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, September 26 £h, 1S8S. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 
W, D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Ranej, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands S: 1. 
The report of Col. John Bradford, on the inspection ol 
that portion of the Florida Southern Railway lately com- 
pleted was presented and ordered to be Bpread upon the 
minutes, as follows : 

Tallahassee, Florida, September 25th,- 1883. 
Hon. Board of Internal Improvement Fond : 

Gentlemen — Pursuant to your order I have examined 
one section of ten (10) miles of the Florida Soulheni 
Railway extending from Gainesville northward to Station 
528 which is in the BWi of the SE£ of Section 21, T 8, 
South, Range 19 East, and one section of ten miles from 
Oca la Southward to Station 2195-|-60 which is in the SW* 
of the SEJ of Section 16, T 16, South, Range 23, East. 

With the exception of a few ties on the Gainesville Sec- 
tion the Road has been built In a thorough manner and 
the specifications of the Internal Improvement Act » irk 
the modifications thereto have been fully complied with. 
The section from Ocala Southward being decidedly the 
best constructed of the whole Road. 

I do not entirely approve of the manner of securing the 
plates \o the cross ties at the joints of rails as I do not 
"believe the plan adopted guards sufficiently against craw- 
ling of the rails. ThiB, however, can be easily remedied 
if at any time trouble arises from it 
I am Most Respectfully, 
Your Obt. Servant. 
(Signed) JOHN BRADFORD, 
Civil Engineer & Jus. 
It was ordered that the sum of One hundred and tifty 
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dollars, be paid to Col. John Bradford for services and 
expenses in inspecting the Florida Southern Railway. 

The following order was presented by the Commissioner 
of Lands and Immigration and passed by the Board : 

Whereas, William B. Thompson, a settler on lauds 
■elected by ITamilton Disston filed his claim for the XWJ 
of Section 31, T 27, South, R 16, East, and whereas upon 
being informed by Major M. R. Marks, that he conld only 
enter forty acres, he selected as the forty to be entered '.lie 
BWJ of NE| of NW* the SEi of NW* of NW4 ihe NEJ 
of BWJ of NW| and the NWJ of 8EJ of NW} of said 
section and entered the same on the 30th day of March, 
1883, Entry No. 11961, and whereas the said Thompson 
now wishes to have said entry cancelled and to enter the 
B] of NWJ of said section, and has reconvened to the 
Trustees the said forty acres, embraced in Entry No. 
11961. 

It is, ordered that said Entry be cancelled nnd the pnr- 
chaee money amounting to Thirty nine 61-100 dollars, be 
paid to the Commissioner of Lands and Immigration to be 
applied to the entry of the E} of NW) of Section 31, T 27 
Bonth, R-16, E, for said Thompson. 

The Board then adjonmed. 
Attest : W. I>. BLOXH AM, President. 

W. I>. BARNES. Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. November 14th. 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. D. Bloxham. Governor. 
W. D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
H. A. L*EngIe. Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney. Attorney General. 
P. W. White, .Commissioner of Lands k I. 
The following accounts were examined and ordered 
paid: 

H. A. L'Engle, amount paid for printing three dollars. 
C. E. Dyke, for printing Thirty three dollars. 
W. 0. Stewart. Postage for months of Fehmary lo Oc- 
tober, inclusive. Two hundred and forty two 97-100 dol- 
lars. 

P. W. Whites. Salesman, for expenses of OiTice, Twenty 
■even 95 100 dollar*. 



H, S. I, Jural. Engineer, for inspecting the ■? J tension «f 
the Live Oak, Rowland's Bluff and Charlotte Harbor R. 
R. One hundred and twenty Ave dollars. 

Secretary of Board, for services dm-iiijr the m»i|tU» of 
Jnly, August and September at fX>.&> per month, One 
hundred dollars. 

C. A. Bryan, Jr., for binding books and bonds, Thirty 
dollars. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from Hon. 
John W. Price, in behalf of the Blue Springs, Orange 
City and Atlantic Railroad, enclosing a plat and surrey 
of said Road -commencing at Blue Springs and running 6 
miles therefrom, together with certificate of the Engineer 
Fisher that the survey was actually made. And it was 
Ordered that the odd numbered sections of Swamp and 
overflowed lands lying within six miles on each side of 
said line be withdrawn from sale, subject to the orders 
of* the Board, and subject to the right of actual ' settlers 
residing thereon to purchase the same at Schedule prices. 

Several communications from W. R. Anno, in behalf 
of the Tavares, Orlando and Atlantic Railroad were laid 
before the Board requesting that the Trustees declare by 
resolution what lands said road is entitled to, to the ex- 
clusion of other roads for whose benefit the same lands 
may have been withdrawn. The Board directed the Sec- 
retary to reply, that they can not undertake to decide 
the rights of the different corporations in respect to land 
grants, when 1 there is. or may be, a conflict between said 
corporal ions. 

The following order was passed: 

It is Ordered that the Salesman of this Board do place 
upon market at public sale the lands heretofore granted 
to the "Pease Creek Immigrant and Agricultural Com- 
pany," such sale to be made at the County site of each 
County in which lands lie, after advertising the same in 
one or more newspapers published in said Counties, and 
in one other paper of general circulation in the State. 

The following specifications for the construction of the 
Jacksonville and Atlantic R. R, were approved : 
"Jacksonville and Atlantic Railroad" 
Specifications. 
The lin^ of road for sixty feet from the centre shall 
be cleared of all standing timber. The grading shall be 
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for a sipgle track except at depot?, turn outs and similar 
places, when it shall I* 1 wider if required by tbe State 
Kngineer — Cuts shall be eleven feet wide at the grade 
line with slopes one and a half to one, except when other- 
wise approved by tbe state Engineer — The road bed 
^hall he seven feet wide, at the grade line, with side 
ditches of such width and depth as will ensure a perfect 
drainage, and not permit any standing water to come 
witlun three feet of the lower side of the ero*a-tics— V ross- 
ties sfaa-U he six feet long six inches wide and the face 
showing not less than five inches of heart at any place 
and six inches thick and carefully bedded, and laid with- 
in two feet from centre to centre— They may be of Pine, 
Cypress, Live Oak, or other durable wood free from knot 
holes or other defects, and shall be delivered along side 
of the line of the road — Water Ways — At all water ways 
sufficient space shall be left for the unobstructed passage 
of water, and at all points ou the line of the road where 
side ditches can be cut that will carry off the surface wa- 
ter they shall be constructed by this Company — In the 
crossing of all streams, tbe bridges and trestles shall be 
«-oastructed according to plans which may be satisfactory 
to the State Engineer., and over all navigable streams 
that are navigated suitable draws shall be put in to ad- 
mit the passage of boats or vessels usually navigating the 
same — The gauge of the road shall be three (3) feet, The 
Iron or Steel rails used weighing not less than thirty 
pounds per lineal yard and well fastened to the cross-ties 
with the best quality of spikes and plates— The grade on 
no portion of this road shall exceed forty five feet per 
mile, and no single curve shall exceed three degrees of 
curvature except by approval of the State Engineer— The 
entire equipment shall be of the first class and shall at all 
times be sufficient for the prompt transportation of aU 
the passengers and freight ordinarily offering. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. P. BLGXHAM, 

President. 
Attest: 

W. IK BARNES. 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, 

November 21st, 1883. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present : W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 
H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Baney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands & Im- 
migration. 

Certified copies of the fallowing resolutions of the 
Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West Railroad Company 
were laid before the Board and ordered to be Spread upon 
the minutes: 

"Whereas the portion of this Company's Railroad from 
Tampa to KUsimmee City including the portion of the 
branch extending therefrom to or near Bartow in Polk 
County, is under contract for construction by the Plant 
Investment Company and a part of the consideration to 
he paid to the said Plant Investment Company is all the 
alternate sections of lands granted by the State of Flor- 
ida to this Company to which it is or may be entitled, 
by reason of the construction of the portions of its Road 
or parts thereof as aforesaid — 

Now be it resolved that the Trustees of the' Internal 
Improvement Fund of Florida be and they are hereby 
requested, authorized and directed to convey by deed or 
otherwise to the said Plant Investment Company or its 
assigns all the alternate sections of land to which this 
Company is or may be entitled, under any of the laws o? 
the State of Florida, by reason of the construction of the 
said Railroad from Tampa to Kissimmee City and the 
said branch to or near Bartow — 

Be it further resolved that this resolution 1>e entered 
upon the minutes of this Company^ and a true extract, 
certified under the corporate seal of this Company, signed 
by the President and" attested by the Secretary in the 
presence of at least two witnesses, one of whom shall be a 
Commissioner of Deeds for the State of Florida, le de- 
livered to the said Plant Investment Company." 

This is to certify that the foregoing resolutions are 
true extracts from the minutes of the meeting of the 
Board of Directors of the Jack son vi lie. Tampa, and Key 
West Railway Company held on the tenth dav of No- 
Tember. 1883." 
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In Witness Whereof, the said Jacksonville, Tanipu and 
Key West Railway Company has ranged im •orporatc 
seal to be hereto affixed and this Certificate to be signed 
by its President and attested by its Secretary. 
In presence of 1 

(Signed) J. E. Ingraham, ( Signed) WU. VAN FLEET, 
Edward B. Powell, ( President. 

Chas. Edgar Mills. J 
Attest : 

(Signed) ALLA W. McCULLOH, 

Secty pro tern. 
(Corporate) 
( Seal. ) 

Btate of New York, I 

City and County of New York. I M 

I Charles Edgar Mills, a Commissioner, daly appointed 
by the Governor of the State of Florida to take the ac- 
knowledgment and proof of deedH aDd other instruments, 
to be recorded in said State of Florida do hereby certify, 
that, William Van Fleet, President. ;ind Allan W. MrCul- 
loh, Secty Pro tem, who are personally known to me to be 
Bach officers and to be the identical persons whose names 
are subscribed to and who executed the foregoing instru- 
ment, appeared before this day in person and acknowl- 
edged that as the President and Secretary pro tem of the 
Jacksonville, Tampa and Key Went Railway Company 
they signed, sealed, and delivered the foregoing instrument 
with the eor[vorate seal r>f tlie said Jacksonville. Tampa 
and Key West Railway Company thereto affixed an the 
free and voluntary a«-t and deed of the said duiipauy for 
the uses and purposes therein mentioned. And that xsiid in- 
strument was executed in tlie presence of myself, and of 
the other subscribing win teas thereto Edward B, Powell. 
on this 12th day of November. A. P. 1883. 

) In witness whereof I have 

Charles Edgar Mills I hereunto set my hand and af- 

A [ fixed my official seal this 12th 

Commissioner for [ day of November. A. I>. 1883. 

Florida. \ Chas. Edgar Mills, Commis- 

State and City of siouer for Florida in New 

N. Y. * York. US & 117 BroadwWv, N. 

J Y. City. <1 

"Whereas by section 12 Chapter 3!t of the Laws of KW- 



stft 

ida as found in MeClellan** IMfMt. Page liSO it is pre- 
scribed that any Railroad 01- Canal Company no*- exist- 
ing or hereafter organized under the laws of ibis Stat*, 
may, tinder the provisions of this ''hapter. extend its 
Railroad or Canal named in its charter or articles of asso- 
i-iittion. or may build branch road* from any point or 
points on its lino of road, bv rosolpition of its Board of 
Directors to bp entered in I he records of its proceedings, 
designating the rontp of *ucn proposed extension or 
branch, in the manner prescribed in Section on? of said 
Ohapfpr. filing a certified copy of such record in the Office 
of the Secretary of State, and i auxins Hip saiae to be re- 
corded as prescribed in said fi"st section — 

And Whereas, by Section 2let. Chapter 3fl of the Laws 
of Florida as found in MeClellnn's Digest Page 283 it is 
prest;rit>Pd, that the directors of every Railroad or Canal 
Company, may, by a vote of two thirds of their whole 
number, at any time alter or change their route, or part 
of the route of their road, or Canal, if it shall appear to 
them that the line can be improved thereby - 

And Whereas, in the opinion n? the directors of this 
company the line of this company can be ii«p roved by al- 
tering, changing and extending the route in the manner 
"hereinafter described — - 

And Whereas, there are now present at this meeting 
more than two- thirds of the whole number of the di rec- 
tors of this Company— 

Now be it resolved that the route of this Company's 
line as surveyed be changed and extended so as to run 
from a point near the South east corner of Township 
twenty seven south Raupe twenty five East, to Kissimmee 
City in Orange County, and also that the watte of the 
Punta Rassa Branch of this Company's line as surveyed 
be also changed so as to ran from said point near the 
said South East corner of Township twenty seven or some 
place near thereto, or near Bartow and Fort Meade in 
Po* Connty— 

Be it further resolved, that the said line from Tampa to 
Kissimmee City and the Punta Rassa Branch shall here- 
after be known as the Southern Division of this Com- 
pany'* Railroad- 
He it further resolved, that a certificate of the afore- 
said alteration and extension of the route, be filed in the 
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office of the Secretary of State at Tallahassee, Florida, to 
be entered of record as provided by law, and that there be 
deposited with the Secretary of State, a plat exhibiting 
all the lands through which the route of said road shall 
run and the location of such through the name — 

Be it further resolved, lhat the said plat be verified by 
H. S. Haines as Engineer of the Southern l>i vision '>f this 
Company and that the said Certificate be certified under 
the corporate seal of this Company signed by its President 
and attested by its Secretary — 

This is to certify that the route of *he Jacksonville 
Tampa and Key West Railway was altered, changed and 
extended by a vote of two-thirds of the whole nam bee of 
the Directors of said Company. as set forth and described 
in the foregoing resolutions which were unanimously 
passed at a meeting of the Board of Pi iw tors of paid 
Company held on the tenth day of November 1,*fC. 

In Witness Whereof the Jacksonville, Tampa and^ Key 
West Railway Company has caused this Certificate to be 
sealed with its corporate seal, to be signed by its Presi- 
dent and attested by its Secretary. 

(Signed) WM. VAN FLEET, 

President. 
In presence of 
Edward B. Powell, 
Charles Edgar Mills, 
J. E. Ingraham. 
Attest : 

(Seal) ALLA W. McCULTjOH. Secretary Pro re.m. 
Citv and County of New York ( 
State of New York \ 

I Charles Edgar Mills, a Commissioner, duly appointed 
by the Governor of the State of Florida to take ihe ac- 
knowledgement and proof of deeds and other instruments, 
to be recorded in said State of Florida do Wreb\ certify, 
that William Van Fleet, President and Allan W. MeC-il- 
loh. Secretary pro tern who are personally known to ine 
to be such officers and to be the identical persons whose 
names are subscribed to and who execut^ the loivgoing 
instrument, appeared before me. th-ts day m person nod 
acknowledged that as the President and Secretary pro 
tern of the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key WeM Railway 
Company they signed, sealed and delivered the foregoing 
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instrument with the eorpnrate seal of the said Jackson- 
ville. Tampa and Key West Railway Company (hereto 
affixed, as the free and voluntary act and deed of the said 
Company for the uses and purposes therein mentioned — 
And that said instrument was executed in the presence 
of myself, and of the other subscribing witness thereto, 
J. E. Ingrabam, on this 14th day of Novemlicr A. T>. ISS3. 

In Witness whereof I hereunto set my hand and affixed 
my official seal this 14th day of November, A. 11. 1S83. 
(Signed) CHARLES EDGAR MILLS, 
Commissioner for Florida in Ncy York, 
<BeaI) 115 & 117 Broadway, N. Y. City. 

The Specifications of the Southern Division of the Jack- 
sonville, Tampa and Key West Railroad were adopted and 
ordered to be filed, and the plat of said division and of 
the Punta Rassa Branch was presented to Ihe Hoard. 

The following certificate from H. S. Haines, Engineer 
of said Southern Division of the J. T. & Key West It. R. 
Company, was presented, and it was ordered that the 
State Engineer be directed to inspect the completed por- 
tion of said division: 

Southern Division. 
Office of the Jacksonville, Tampa and 
Kev West Railwav Company, 

New York, Nov. 14th. 1883. 
Hon, W. D. Bloxham. Governor and 

Chairman of the Board of Internal 

Improvement State of Florida. 

Dear Sir — We herewith beg to notify you that Five — 
Five mile divisions of the Southern Division of the Jack- 
sonville, Tampa and Key West Railway Company, Being 
fifteen miles of the Tampa end, and ten miles of the Kis 
siinmee end of the said line, have been completed and are 
ready and subject to the inspection of the State Engineer, 
whom we most respectfully request yon to send at yonr 
earliest convenience to report on same. 

Very Respectfully, 

B. 8. HAINES. 
Engineer of the Southern Division of the Jacksonville 

Tampa and ifey West Railway Co. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Whereas, The Jacksonville, Tain pa and Key West Rail- 
way Company, has notified the Board of its intention t<t 
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change the route of its line as surveyed so as to run f mm 
a point near the South East turner of Township Twenty 
seven. South of Range Twenty five, East, to^Kissimmee 
City in Orange County, and also the route of the Punta 
Rassa Branch of said road from the said point, or some 
place near thereto, to Bartow and Fort Meade in Polk 
County, and has requested the withdrawal from sale for 
said Company of the even-numbered sections along said 
changed lines within six miles thereof, 

Resolved, that upon filing with the Secretary of this 
Board a properly authenticated map of plat showing such 
changes, the even -numbered Sections of the lands granted 
to the State by act of Congress of September 28th, 1850; 
within six miles of said changed lines will be withdrawn 
from sale for said Company as requested. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

Secretary pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Florida, December 1st, 1883. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 

W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 

P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

J. M. Kreamer, Esqr.. appeared before the Board in be- 
half of the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and Okeecho- 
bee Land Company and applied for the lands now due 
them under their Drainage Contract, and asked rhrtt the 
bond given by said Company in pursuance r\t the resolu- 
tion adopted by the Board on the 2(lih November 1582 be 
now cancelled and snrr< 1 nd a r« , ii tn them — a statement <if 
expenditures made in the work of drainage being exhibi- 
ted, showing that more than Thirty seven thousand five 
hundred dollars, has bffn expanded on that account as 
provided by said resolution of November 20th, — 

The following resolution was adopted; 
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Resolved. That in accordance with th,> termi-of the 
drainage contract uuide and entered into l.y ami he! ween 
the TnwtwH of the Internal tm pw »P epw af Fund ami the 
Atlantic and Gulf roast Canal and Okeechobee Land 
Company, the Trustees will < oAvey to s:rid company one 
half of the lands reclaimed by said Company :is reported 
to the Board on the 12th day of July 1S«£ by .1. M. 
Dancy. Engineer appointed by the Trustees for Hie pur- 
pose of insj>ectir,g and ascertaining the quantity of lands 
drained; and ihat they will further eonvv to said t'om- 
pany out of the loO.OOO ncies advanced under resolution 
of 20th November 1882, such quantities* as they may sell, 
and will deed to the Company or purchase at once the land 
already wold by them. — The Hoard reserves the l-ijjlit to 
deduct the liiO.OOO acres advanced in accordance with the 
resolution of 20th Nov. 1882. from any land* which may 
hereafter accrue to the Company under t''e drainage ee it- 
tract. 

The Bond of the Company dated January 1st, 1883, 
executed in pursuance of the resolution of Nov. 20th, 1882. 
having been fulfilled, by expenditures on the work of 
drainage as shown by accounts exhibited to the Hoard, is 
ordered to be cancelled and delivered to rhe Company. 

The Hoard then adjourned. 
Attest: W. I). BLOXHAM, President. 

W. I). BARNES. Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, I>ecenibcr 7th. 188.1. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: YV. I>. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. T). Barnes, Comptroller. 
H. A. T/Engle. Treasurer, 
Geo. I*. Baney. Attorney Genera'. 
P. W. White. Commissioner of Lands & Im- 
migration. 
The fol lowing resolution was adopted : 
Resolved. That the Infernal Improvement Lands em- 
braced in Clear List No. 4. approved November 22d, iSS.'t. 
be brought into market by the Salesman of this Hoard, 
by offering the same at public outcry at the Coiiuly Sites 
of the Counties in which tbev are located, within the 
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usual limns of s:i lr>. after advertising the sale in nro or 
moi-e Newspapers published in each of saH Conn tie*, ami 
in one or more published in ««np other Countv ar 09OH- 
ties. si ml Hiut I be minimum price at which said lauds be 
offered is fixed at Two dollars and fifty cents jter acre. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. T>. BLOXITAM. President. 

W. I>. BARNES. Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, December Wit. ISStt. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present : W. I>. Bloxham. Oovernor. 
VV. li, Barnes. Comptroller. 
H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Oen. P. Baney. Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of I, amis & Im- 
migration. 

The following bills were passed : 

Postage account for Salesman's office for November 
IPS.*!. Sixty two 22-BWI dollars. 

I. R. Harris, Salary as Clerk in Salesman's Offic* for 
months of October and November at $30 .Ml per month, 
One hundred dollars. 

Tt is ordered that the lands reserved for flic benefit of 
the Ornngp Ridge Deland and Atlantic R. R. he restored 
to market. 

Tt was ordered that lots No. 3, 4. 5. 6 and 7 of Section 
seven. Township fourteen. N. Range thirty-two. E, he con- 
veyed to the Florida Land and Improvement Company. 

The Kissiminee Railroad Company having filed » map 
of the survey of the line of their road, and asked for a 
withdrawal of the alternate Sections of land for the 
benefit of their said road, it was ordered that the Sales- 
man be requested to ascertain and report the number of 
acres in the Alternate Sections for six miles on each side 
of said line of road. 

The Florida I^ind and Improvement Companv applied 
to enter the lands lying north of St. Augustine churned 
for the Florida Coast Line Canal and Transportation 
Company. The Commissioner of Lands was requested to 
inquire into and report at onr next meeting upon ihe 
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question whether the lands fall within the reservation 
made for the Fin. C. L. C. & TranB. Co., and whether if so 
they can according to the terms of the reservation be re- 
stored to market. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President 

W. i). BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Fla., Decern her 24, 18&>. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: W. D. Bioxhaiu, Govr. 
H. A. L'Engle, Twaar. 
Geo. P. Raney, Att'y Gen'l. 
P.' W. White, Comr. L. & Im. 

The Att'y Gen'l was appointed Secretary Pro Tcm. 

The Attorney General reported having employed Mr. 
John T. Walker, in the matter of the one thousand and 
ten dollars of Florida Atlantic and Gulf Central Rail- 
road Company Coupons sued on by Mrs. Sanderson, and 
Robert Harrison. Guardinn of Miss Mary A. S. Sanderson, 
on the following terms, viz : Two hundred and fifty Dol- 
lars; costs retniner, and a similar sum to be pabl at the 
end of litigation in the United States Circuit Court if 
such litigation is successful in defeating the claim. 

It was ordered that the sum of Two hundred and fifty 
Dollars as retainer be paid forthwith to Mr. Walker by 
the Treasurer. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM, President 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, December 29th, 1SS3. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxbam, Governor. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 

Henry A. T/Engle, Treasurer. 

P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
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A communication was received from S. A. Swann, Esqr. t 
in the following worde : 

Tallahassee, Florida, Dec. 29th, 1S83. 
To the Hon. Board of Trustees of Internal Improvement 

Fund of Florida: 

Gentlemen — I respectfully prese-st that, while engaged 
under the authority of yourselves and your predecessors 
in office, in efforts to sell of the lands of your trust, a 
sufficient amount to discbarge the encumbrances on said 
fond, I was occupied the greater portion of my timo for 
seven years and spent much of the same in visiting differ- 
ent parts of the United States, Canada and Europe, and 
had the services, at my expense, of agents in the United 
States, Canada and Europe aiding me in my efforts; That 
the actual cash outlay of money, paid out by myself and 
my agents, nmounts to the sum of $24,738.39 and exclud- 
ing all i tenia of expense subsequent to the institution of 
the suit in the United States Court for the Northern 1'ist. 
of Florida, the sum of f 18,438.89; and the above aggre- 
gates are exclusive of interest. , 

RespectfiillT, 

SAMUEL A. SWANN. 

And enclosing an order of Judge Settle dismissing the 
suit of Bvann vs. The Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund of Florida : 
"Circuit Court of the United States 5th Circuit Northern 

District of Florida. 

Charles P. Greenough, et al I T *f» Equity. 

I In the matter of 
m Vthe petition of 

The Trustees of the Internal I Samoel A. Swann 

Improvement Fund of Florida, et al- ) for compensation 
This cause coming on to be heard thia day on motion of 
Samuel A. Swann, Esqr. in ptv. per and there being no ob- 
jection, 

It is ordered that the said petition of Samnel A. Swann, 
be dismissed on payment of Costs by the Petitioner. 

TH.OMAS SETTLE, Judge." 
Pec. 27th, 1883. 
<Senl) 
A (rue copy. "PHILIP WALTER, Clerk." 

W'hprcupon it was ordered 
18 I. L 



That Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer of this Board do pin- 
to S. A. Kwnun, Twenty iIhmihsbhI dollars, in full acquit- 
tanee and discharge -of his claim for peimbursenient ami 
compensation on account <>f tr.s services under his . said 
authority. Upon bis executing to this Board a release, 
acquittance and discharge of the liability of the Hoard to 
him. The same to rover, nil liabilities and expenses in- 
curred by him in the employment of other persons or 
otherwise. 

The following bills were order paid-: 

H. 8. Duval, for inspecting Uu" milr* On Tnm]Ki end of 
So. Div. J. T. & Key West R. It.. Gn« hundred and twenty 
five dollars. H. 8. T>nval. for inspex-tinglXI miles on Kis 
simmee and J. T. &Tv. W. It. It. One hundred and twenty 
fivedollars. H. S.i Duval, for in»i>coting '23 mihw of J. T. 
Jb K.-TV.iR. It. Northern Div, from Jiiefcsoiiville, one hun- 
dred and twenty five dollars. 

The Hoard then adjourned. 
Attest : WJ D. HI^OKH AM. President. 

W*. O. BABKE8, Secretary, ■ 
v . 

- : — r 

I -;-..'' ■/ a 

Tallahassee. Florida. .January iqth, I8f**. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. - Hu i 

Present: W, ]), Hloxham, Governor. 

W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. | 

H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Eaney, Attorney General. 
. P. W. White. (Sonrnrissioner of Land* and 
Immigration. 
The Secretary laid before the: Board a communication 
from L. B. Womb well. Ksqr., Agent and Attorney for i lie 
P. and A. R. R. asking that deeds be made to said Railroad 
Company for the lands hewtofore reserved for the Florida 
Midland and Georgia Railroad Company, and protesting 
against the reservation of snid lands for that or ;my 
Company other than the P. & A. R. R. which communica- 
tion was ordered to he filed and the Secretary iash'iicr#d to 
advise the authorities of the Florida Midland and Georgia 
R. R. of the same and that the question of priority of Rail- 
roads to land grants would be heard by the Board on the 
28th inst., and that they are invited to appear at that time 
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to show r»nsa»» why the reservation in their behalf should 
be continued. 

The Secretary read a coiiiuiuuicution from J. K. Ingra- 
bam. President of the Smith Florida H, K. acknowledging 
notice of action of Hoard n'spectitif; ilit- claims of settler* 
on luiuls rewned for said Road which was ordered lo be 
filed. 

The following letter from Col. |. Coryell, General Mail 
ager of the Florida Coast Lme Canal and Transportation. 
Company, was read and ordered to be spread upon the 

minutes: 

Jacksonville, Fin., Dec 26rh. iS&t, 

Mr. Ha rues, Compt.. ■-■ 

I>enr Sir: Yonr notice in re*nrd to lands north of St. 
Augustine whs duty received and immediately 'forwarded 
to Dr. Weste<rtt. : President. Only this morning heard 
from him. There are no lands in the district named that 
are desirable for our Company and we join rn saving we 
agree to relinquish claim on the reservation. Will then- 
fore not appear before your Hoard at the meeting you in- 
vite us, as you have our consent to the action you prOjKwe- 

With thanks for notice given" «s. 

Truly, 
(Signed) I. CORYELL. 
Gen. Manager F. C. L. 6. A T. Co. 

The following bills were presented and passed: 

C. E, Dyke, for publishing of Sale of I. I; Lands, T wen 
ty six 25-100 dollars ($28.25). 

C. E. Dyke, for printing for Salesman's Office, Eighty 
four dollars ($84.00). 

Onnond Chaires, for work on Coupons in Treasurer'* 
Office, Thirty five dollars ($35,00) f 

F. T. Myers, for Services in the final adjustment of the 
Disston Land purchase, Fifty dollars ($50.00). 

Account for postage for Salesman's Office, Thirteen 
40100 dollars ($18.40). 

I. L. Harris, as Clerk in Salesman's Office for month of 
December, 1883, Fifty dollars ($50.00). 

W. D. Barnes, as Sect'y of Hoard for months of Octo- 
ber. November and December, One hundred dollars' 
($100.00). 

W. R, Wilson, for material furnished Salesman's Offiee, 
One 32100 dollars ($1.32L 
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M. Martin, Surveyor General, for Plats and Diagrams 
furnished Salesman, Four 50-100 dollars ($4.50). 

Account of Pine Level Times for publishing notice of 
land sales, Forty dollars ($40.00). 

C. E, Dyke, for publishing notice of sale of Lands I. I. 
Fund, Forty dollars ($40.00). 

■ D. W. D. Boully, Pub. Bartow Informant for publish- 
ing notice of Land Sales, Forty dollars (f 40.00). 

Tampa Tribune, for publishing notice of Land Hales, 
Forty dollars ($40.00). 

C. E. Dyke, for publishing notice to holders of St. Johns 
and Indian River Canal Bonds, Five dollars ($5.0!)). 

Keports of Capt. II. S. Duval, State Engineer, on work 
of construction of the Florida Southern Kailway, for 
23 80-100 miles additional, also 40 miles of the So. Div. of 
the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West K. I!. were laid lw- 
fore the Board and ordered to be spread upon the min- 
utes, as follows ; 

Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 28. *8H. 
To His Excellency, 

W. D. liloxhani. Governor of Florida 
President Bd. I. I. Fund : 

Sir— On the 11th inst. I proceeded to the inspection of 
the Florida Southern Railway from Station 2195x60 in 
the SW4 of SEi of Sect. 16, T 16, S, R 23 E, the point of 
termination of Col. John Bradford's, C. E., examination, 
to Station 3252, a distance of twenty miles. Also on the 
same occasion I inspected the branch road fr> Micanopy, 
according to the -Station Marks, a distance of 20400 feet 
equal to 3.86-100 miles. The following are the specifica- 
tions, well worked up to, width of road in cuts 16 ft., on 
embankments 9 feet. Slopes of both cuts and fills, _H to 
1. Dimension of croBS ties 6 by 8 inches and 7 feet long. 
Clearing 120 feet. Fastenings fish bar splices rnd angle 
plates. Weight of iron 40 lbs. Maximum i-urve and grade, 
respectively 4 degrees and 80 feet. Distance of centre of 
cross tieB 2 feet. Gauge 3 feet. 

In engineering and construction this road is now as- 
suming a character unsurpassed by any narrow or broad 
gauge in the State. Under the new administration of 
Major Conant, the popular stigma, that the Florida South- 
ern is a cheap enterprise, only for the purpose of denuding 
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the State of itB timber is throttled, and its enemies fire 
disappearing. 

It is a well known and proven fact, that a cheaply con- 
structed road, eats np its own earnings, or at least too 
much of them, and with this idea in view the General 
Manager has not only constructed his new additions, to 
conform to it, but has gone back to renovate the old por- 
tion on a more permanent basis. There is now less grad- 
ing on the style of an old Virginia turn -pike, which might 
be well enough in itself, and is a plan much pursued in 
South America and one that I don't propose to find any 
objection to — But it is said to be fearfully destructive on 
the Companies' rolling stock — Long tangents, easy curves 
and maximum grades not prostituted (or in other words 
used nearly on all occasions) characterize these additions 
and make them in appearance and reality, shniliar in con- 
struction to the narrow guages of the Plant Investment 
Company — I was struck with the excellent character of 
the cross ties and the nicely executed work of the con- 
tractors, and the ability displayed by the Chief Engineer 
in hie locations, gradients. &c. So much of the work that 
I have inspected is approved 

Respectfully Your Obt. Servant; 

(Signed) H. S. DCVAL. 

State Engineer. 

Tallahassee, Fla.. December 28th, 1883. 
To His Excellency. 

W. D. Bloxh'am, Governor of Florida** 
President Bd. T. I. I. Fund: 
Sir — I have inspected Twenty (2fl) miles north east- 
ward from Tampa, of the Southern Division of the Jack- 
sonville. Tampa and Key West Rail Road, and find that it 
has been constructed in accordance with the specifications 
approved by the Trustees of I. I. Fund. 
Very Respectfnllv. 
(Signed) H. S. DUVAL. State Engineer. 

Tallahassee. Fla.. Dec. 28th, 1883. 
To His Excellency, 

W. D. Bloxham. 
Governor of Florida & Pres*t 
Bd. Trustees I.I. Fund : 
Sir— I have inspected (20) twenty miles South West- 
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ward from Kissimmee. of the Southern I >i vision of the 
Jacksonville, Taniiwi and Key West Railroad, and find 
that it has been constructed in accordance with (he specifi- 
cations approved by the Trustees of the I, I. Fund. 
Verv Respectfully, „ 

(Signed) H. 8. 1>UVAL, State Engineer. 
The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM. President. 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary. 

. 

Tallahassee. Fla., Jan'y ilth, 18S4. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
r Present; W, IX Bloxhara, Governor. 

W. I). Barnes, Comptroller. . . , ,, ■, 

H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

Geo. P, Raney, Attorney General. 

r. W. White, Commies. i oner of . .Lands and 

Iwm. 

]Slr. L, B-Wombwell, as Att'y and Laud Agent of , the P. 
& A. II. K. Company, presented a petition asking that, 
deeds be made to said Company for the lands due it, oniof 
lands lying outside of the Legislative grants and six, mile, 
reserves of the Florida Southern. and Jacksonville, Tampa 
and Key Weft Railroads; Whereupon it was resolved that 
action on the petition be postponed until the 28th inst , 
which day had been fixed upon by the Trustees and a ma- 
jority of the Attorneys and representatives of Railroads 
claiming land grants for a hearing of their respective 
claims. ,•■:'■.•' • .'ft 

The Board then adjourned. '■ '< 
Attest : 'WD, B LOXHAM, President. 

Wjlh BARNES, Secretary*,- ' * ■ * 

-< •.. •• .'-' 

Tallahassee, Florida, . 

January 15th, 1884. 
The Board met in the Etecjatiye Office., 
Present : WV D, Btokham, Governor! i 

.•'<; i ! W. D, Bannes r Comptroller. 
H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer, 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 1 l - . ,>m 

* ■ i .'- - • ■ ; - ■:. ■ a 
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On motion of P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
ImmigrariMu J* is wdere* that Entry JfoJ 12895, made by '' 
William Vi (J Hford; be I f audited; aid that fire ttaitt ' <tf ' 
Eighty hmillUllTlw' Hllrflfl^ eight cents, paid by WnV fWr 11 
Lot No. 4, of Sec. 3 nn'drUottrNa. 1 and Sof Section' 1».' ! 
in T»flTtehip;44,'8 of B 22; K, containing 143.32 acres, 
cntlu-iurd M snid Entry be -refunded to the da id Gffford. 

The Commissioner ibf Lands submitted the pa pel's relat- 
ing to the contest. between- Mfrsv'E. Swilly and George 
Hamilton, as to the right to: enter the NEf of the NEJ of 
Edition 1L. T 28, Sj-B-24 E; and it was decided that the 
application eft Mm Bwilly 'be granted. 

Mr, f \ K. Munroe appeared before the Board and Bn*M ! 
mitted a proposition to famish the State 'for dfetrihii- 
tion 10,000 copies of his Florida Annual with tnbp : At- 
tached f 4t.l5c^er «opy. <Tbe Trustees, being of the opin- 
ion, that in' 'the present condition of the Fund, such an 
outlay for that mode of advertising would not be war- 
ranted, declined to accept the proposition,' ' ! ■"< fl 

The Board then adjourned; : "■■-'-' 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President 

Attest: ...U\v>i'i .'vamttAniUiX 
W. b. pAftfcBft, 

'.Sewetaryir: .)•:■[ ■■-([ at i-ui ki. I 

.{OMI-,7' ^* . » f u\l'-lU XI .'if ■ifi"*-«Vl 

.f|lioitr|iftrt v l y. ■< nil. t\ .' i ."/' 
.i icWimjtiT .•rfaiiH'J ./. .H 
Jirwtwi) vnnutt/. TallafcaafcguFlorida. 
- m<:.I !" i'inoi*wj»iiiitf»' » ,<vri January '26th, 1834b 
The Board met in the Executive Ofiee: I 
Present! Wt I>;>-Ble*httiti> Qnve i r^fO! i . , •' - 
.•hurra f> : inrfftiiI4j'8ani«i;- CamiptvellerV' 1 '■* '■•' !HS ' " 
•rhdt lo t .'-i|iHAj(L'Boglev , r 1 rea«irer: 1 '" ""i'' "l ,lr ***. 
-•-<«*c<>l - Gee; Pn Raibjt Attwrhey General. '*F ■■ 

..fi .*wVwf lpjtWi-!WhitBl'iComoi*seio^er of iLahdri Ac. 

flie 5 f Governor laid Wre ' the 1 Board 'the' report 1 of^ ' 
Hon! 1 € ©J ! Sp^rr; Pre^feent^f 1 ; ttie Ap6pta"Ghtiat ' '(W ' 
panyyW thyi^dpe^tlttnVfAr tne rear ! l£8fc '■regneatiiijt ' 
that* fhe^finie 'allWw ; 'for : rhe ! completion of said dknaT 
be i '« jtehdetf ' to* ttannnrf tst^ISSy,' an d 'that 'fhe ' money; 
some , $l,'2^. : 0*J;^rislhg^r6m' l We ll sn^e l 'o¥ : retain faiia* 
a!6ng the'Hm* lof the Catfal,' be pTtfced to' tie crediK'of the 
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Company. The Board decided that the condition of the 
fund would not permit of such disposal of the money re- 
ferred to; hot ordered that the extension of time asked 
for be granted to January iBt, 1886, 

John A. Henderson, Esqi\, Attorney for Bettje W. Hill, 
filed an application for interest on the P. & G. R. B. Bond 
re-established by her, from date of the call for presenta- 
tion of bonds and coupons to date of actual payment — 
which application was refused. 

The Governor laid before the Board a letter from H. 
L. Hart, Esqr., in relation to the reserve of lands under 
his contract for canal work on the Ocklawaha Rivet, 
which was ordered to be filed. 

The Board then adjourned. 



W. D. B I, OX II AM. 

President. 



Attest ; 

W. D. BARNES, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. 

January 28th. 1884. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 

W, D. BarneB, Comptroller. . . 

H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Baney^ Attorney General. ■- 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands' ft 
1mm.. .. 

This being the day »p pointed to meet the authorities 
Of the different Railroad Companies claiming land grants 
for the purpose of hearing them upon the subject of their 
"respective claims, and that a full and free conference 
might be had in the matter. There appeared before the 
Board, through their representatives, the P. ft A. R. B., 
the Florida Southern Railway, the Jacksonville, Tampa 
and Key West R. R„ the Palatka«nd Indian River R, R. 
Seville and Halifax River R. R„ Plant Investment Com- 
pany, Florida Land and Improvement -Company and the 
Florida Transit and Peninsular B. R. And after much 
discussion, further proceedings were postponed to 10 
o'clock A. M. Tuesdav, 29th inst. 
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The following was presented and passed : 
Whereas, the aggregate of the amounts which the Flor- 
ida Improvement Company, and Edwin A. Studwell 
would have recovered of the Internal Improvement Fund 
on the Coupons sued on by them by their petitions in the 
Vose caee would have been $78,132.00 had they been anc- 
oessiul in their suitB, it is ordered that there be paid, by 
the Treasurer of this Board, to Geo. P. Raney, as his 
compensation under the resolution of this Board of April 
20th. 1883, the sum of Two thousand and forty three dol- 
lars, ($2,043.00) this being three per cent on $68,132.00 
of said first named amount. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, 

Secretary. 



• Tallahassee, Florida, 

January 29th, 1884. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. T>. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. T>. Barnes, Comptroller. 
HL A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. Wilson, Commissioner of Lands &c^ 

Mr. Alfred Bishop Mason, read and submitted a mem- 
orandum agreement between the Florida Southern Rail- 
way, the Jacksonville. Tampa and Key West Railway, the 
Pensacola and Atlantic B. R. and the Palatka and Indian 
River Railway, in respect to the granting of lands, which 
was ordered to be filed, but with the express understand- 
ing on the part of the Trustees that they are not coni- 
mitted to any of the propositions or terms contained in 
said agreement— And it was ordered that each Company 
claiming Lands by virtue of Legislative grants be re- 
quired to submit arguments f»r briefs in support of such 
claim to be filed with the Secretary of ihe Board nn or be- 
fore the 15th div of February, and that the Board will 
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meet again on the 20th day of February for the purpose 
of hearing and considering them. - 

Formal applications- for lands were tiled by the Plant 
Investment Company, the Florida Soothera Railway 
Company, the Florida Transit and Peninsula* R. K. Com- 
pethyy and a written statement was submitted by Win. K. 
Limt, President of the Seville and Halifax River Railway 
setting forth the claims of his Road -to the lands asked 
far*. ■....'. ■• . ; 

I HV.Sl Haines, Chief Engineer, filed; an. -application to' 
have that portion, of the Son t hern Division of the Jack- 
sonville, Tampa and K>y West R K. not heretofore, in- 
spected, examined and reported upon. Likewise JS; B. 
Carter, Chief Engineer, applied to have that portion ;Of 
the Northern Division of, said Road now completed in- 
spected at'onceV It was ordered that the State Engineer 
be Instructed to make the inspections asked for. . . 

The Governor called the attention of the Board to a 
communication from Hon. N. C. McFarlahd, this day re- 
ceived, enclosing Patents No. 28 * 29 embracing in the 
aggregate &J4,474 94-100 acres of land which inured to 
the State under the provisions of Section 2479 of the Re- 
vised Statutes of the United States. * 

The, Board then adjourned.' 

W. D. BLOXHA4L 

President: 

Attest: • : ' ' : '''* ' " ' ' 

W. D. BARNfeS, ■■; ' ' ■ " 

t*«*reth*y;- ; ' ! ' " 

.[ t .iii!..i ■•>■! :•••*/. ..'iif!'!! .'( -'-]..■.;• 

. <y. --[i-t, j • ic > .ii--- : . .* .'•■' 

tiutKUfn fi.fii I.: I ■ ... ■- :■ ■■ I ill >J . 

-tij:ll ntoitiu >. . ■'■ ■:-• •'"[ Tallahaaaee, ; Florida, mbam** 
■m£| .tjas ■ ,\ bun (January 8B*, 1884>. « 

. TheBimrdaiet rn the Enectttive Ottcet ' bh»H 

Present : W. P, Bloxham, Governor. 
■:i -i •■■■; ..r ■• W. :I>x Barnes, Comptroller. ■ { r»i !>-<•■ 
•lun-i Tcit ->tH. Aj Xi'Engie, Treasurer. •• '■• tu ■• ■■'; no st a ' 
Hi hnih.'ttrfieo. P. Raaey, Attorney General. . . bttfiui 
i-ih,'i - 1 .Pi W, White; Commissioner of Lands and 
■91 '>•( -ti'.>. :•■ Iram. | ■ - ■ Ki • . ril '•"t'i. I n«l ■ 

It Was ordered that the snm of one hundred and fifty 
dotlar* {|tfl©:fM) be paid to Fleming and Hantei, Attor- 
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neys, as a retainer fee to represent the Trustees in th* 
suit of the Union Trust Company against them, and a 
like fee to appear and represent them in the suit brought 
by : W.i Hi Oleason, in the U; 8. -Court to recover certain 
coupon*, i t ft 

The following accounts were presented and passed: 
Gulf Cdaat : Progress, for publishing Notice of Sale of 
lauds commencing at 'Bartow, Janoarv 22d, 1884, Forty 
dollars (f4&.00). ' 

Ocala I Banner , for i publishing Notice I of sale of lands 
commencing at Brooksville; February 4 th, 1884, Twenty 
five dollars (f25.WJ . »f«l 

Brooksville Crescent, for publishing both of the No- 
tices of Bale mentioned above, sixty five dollars- (963.00}. 
The Board thenJ adjoamedu "i ■->« i 1 -ic ■■< tM to! *•;• 
lo » tini adi m.tjif In: W, BrBtiOXHAM; " 
.,, f Mi'it'Vi aftoitJi'»fti*v>«iH nil •*!(; jj«i'w.< President. ' 
-Attitet: i !■' i I " [l !" ii*'' I •'■ ■ '-■ ><1 titxfifi^ai-wq^" 

- W. D. BARNJBSf lit Hdl -»n to -sr:[ ii 
Itfiil fr.-iiqcii r ■(■:'n^BCBeta»yj :: w anifUMfj -* *■■ • 
urmtmi'Jt *t" of ,ahiiof? //tnitoO hvij> • 

. ifn.i ■ ' ti-ii- 

; >- ||;; ],. • . ' fhiiii; /i. lo t 

■■[<!- rfriw ifo t-vtf nt;ii /? Tallahassee; Florida, 

February! 30th, 188*. 
ThC Board met' In the ' Executive Offtce. 
Present : W. D. Bfoxlaml ' Governor. ' ' f «i« 

1 ■ " • ■ ■ ■•' IW.--*! ' Barnes 1 ,' Cbnfptrdller. " ' ■ 
ti. Ai T/Bng«, Treasurer; : 

,! Oe^.'pJ , B*ney, , Attb [ rh|br<0«*n«ral; ' " - 
■*IT ,i!.iii) >>fp > W ; wiilte'''?tetHmit«Sibnet' f e»''La*<!a and 
Iml'Kiii -'>f>iftfelft'j ''■■• )i: iiif'iv; B »TBd r<<:;i> <-mij!., 

A'pptoid*D'"wa i « > ' W^' , i#itr^»^ , ^ i ysrihiiitilE ft* 
the Floi-Ma* ttottthv4n fcahwaV^mfaW'tb jbaVe the'reio- 
1 otidl aVibpted ~*tf arctt ' 22£, 1^3, ftr re'sbec* '' to 'the' re*r- 
va'ribif df'lstntts,- and 1 cbrapletfdn of theiy' rbaa fb Tampa 
bV -itfi Julf 1 i&4! r reteyin«ea; l "«*hereup6'n "ttie" following 
was adopted* "" r: ' ; 

^solv^d*/ that , fW' RespfTrtton 'of this Bbird paased 
March "23tf,"iSBlj; p^ovMtnj? 'a'moh'g otn^r fHiBgs ror'reserT. 
in* abd'sett&ff apart latiaVfor'fbe'tose' and benefit of the 
FIdrTda ' fco'ut hero ' ttl ' : R . 'Co'nip'anV, ' ' be and 1 the! jiame is 
leseiddeVT except M In' M faf'aS fhVsame* ap^ies V that 
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jiii'i of the Hue of the said Company's Road between 
Lake City and Gainesville not yet constructed. 

Capt. O. F. €mith, Eqgineer of the International Rail- 
road filed a plat of the survey of the line of said Road 
from tbe Peninsular Tropical Railroad to Tampa, and 
asked that the odd numbered Section* of lands granted 
by Act of Congress, September 28th, 1850, lying on each 
side of said line of road for six miles, be reserved from 
sale for the benefit of said road and the reservation was 
ordered to he made subject to the rights of actual set- 
tlers to purchase at Schedule prices, and also subject to 
the further order of the Board. 

The Engineer also filed a copy of the plans and Specifi- 
cations for the construction of said Road, which were 
approved and ordered Bpread upon the minutes of this 
Hoard. Tbe following are the specifications referred to: 

"Specifications of construction of that part of the 
Tampa Branch line of the International Railroad extend- 
ing from its junction with the Peninsular Tropical Rail- 
road in Sumter County, Florida, to its terminus at 
Tampa, Hillsborough County. 

First. The right of way shall be cleared of all stand- 
ing timber for a distance of Sixty (CO) feet on each side 
of the centre line. 

Second. The grading shall be for a single track, except 
at Depots. Sidings and such other places where an in- 
creased width may be deemed advisable. The embank- 
ments jsball have a width of twelve (12) feet with side 
slopes of one and one half to one, with a berm of not less 
than four feet between the foot slope and the ditch. The 
excavations shall have a width at earth grade, i includ- 
ing space for ditches) of eighteen (18) feet with such 
slopes as is generally conceived to be adapted to the 
character of the soil and its surroundings. In all in- 
stances perfect drainage will be secured, and no stand- 
ing water allowed to approach nearer than three (3) feet 
of the cross ties. 

Third. The cross ties shall be of heart yellow pine 
or cypress — To be nine (9) feet long, six (6) inches thick 
and not less than eight (8) inches face, laid, not to ex^ 
ceed two (2) feet from centre to centre and well bedded. 

Fourth. There shall be sufficient space left open for 
the free and unobstructed passage of water. 
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Fifth. In tlie crossing of alt streams, good and sub- 
stantial bridges shall be constructed according with 
plans approved by the Engineer designated by the "True- 
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund" and over all 
streams that are navigable draws shall lie placed to ad- 
mit the passage of vessels. The plans of which to be ap- 
proved by the aforesaid Engineer. 

Sin-th* The gnage of the road or track shall be five 
(5) feet. 

Seventh. The rails shall be of steel and not less than 
fifty (50) pounds per lineal yard joined to each other by 
fish and angle plates and well secured to the ties by 
spike. 

Eighth. The entire equipment shall be of the first claw, 
and at all times shall be sufficient for the prompt trans- 
portation of all the passengers and freight ordinarily 
offering. 

Ninth, No grade shall exceed sixty (60) feet to the mile 
and no curve shall exceed (4) degrees of curvature except 
those required to approach the sidings— Submitted to the 
Board of Trustees aforesaid for approval. 

(Signed) CHAS. F. SMITH, 

Chief Engineer I. R. K. 

The following bills were presented and passed: 

Postage Salesman Office, for month of Jany, Five 
76-100 dollars ($5.76). 

I. L. Harris, Salary as Clerk for Salesman for month ! 
of January 1884, Fifty dollars ($50.00). 

D. L. Dunham, for services and expenses in inspecting 
lands reclaimed by the A. & G. C. C. and O. L. Co., One 
hundred and fifty' one 50-100 dollars, (f 151.50). 

J. M. Dancy, for services in procuring indemnity 
proofs, One hundred dollars ($100.00), 

Report of H. 8. Duval, State Engineer, on 35 3-10 
mites of the Southern Division of the Jacksonville, Tam- 
pa and Key West Railway beginning 20 miles from Kis- 
siinmee and ending 20 miles from Tampa, was read and 
ordered to be spread upon the minutes: 

Tallahassee, Florida, 

February 18th, 1884. 
Hon. Board of Trustees I. I. Fund : 

Gentlemen — I certify that on the 12th inst., agreeable 
to yonr orders, I inspected thirty five and 3-10 miles of 



the Jacksonville. Tampa and Key West Bailwny, begin- 
ning twenty milts of Kissimmee City and ending twenty 
miles of Tampa. Finding tliis gap constructed most ex- 
cellently, in accordance with Specifications approved by 
you — 1 approve the name. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed) H. ft. IIUVaV, 

State Engineer. 
The report of 1 ►avid L. Dunham. Special Agent, upon 
the condition of the lands reclaimed by the drainage oper- 
ation* of the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal aria Obee- 
chobee Land Company, was read and ordered to be 
spread upon the minutes. 
Tbe Board then adjourned. 

VV. I). BLOXHAM, 

1'i-esidmit. 
Attewt: 

W. l>. BABXKS, 

Secretary. 
For report of D, K Dunham, see Meeting of Board 
Maj 13th, 1884. 

. 

.„ 
Tallahassee, Florida, 

February 25th f 1884. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. 1 1. Bloxhara, Governor. 

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration was re- 
quested to act as Secretary pro tern. 

The following was presented and passed— the Attorney 
General voting in the negative: 

Whereas, as far as the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fmid hnve been able to ascertain the same, the 
following are Hie amounts of the Bonded Indebtedness of 
the City and Counties mentioned in an Act entitled "An 
Act for tin* relief of Jacksonville and the Counties of Ba- 
ker. Bradford. Columbia, Suwannee. Madison. Duval and 
Leon" approved February Kith. 188%, To wit: 
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Leon County, (Seventy thousand dollars) |70,000.00 

Jefferson County, (Eighty thousand dolla.ru) ., 80,000.00 
Madison County (-Seventy thousand dollars) . . TO»OO0.0O 
Columbia County, (inclusive of Baker, Brad- 
ford and Suwannee) (Ninety thousand dol- 
lars) ". !)fl,000.00 

City of Jacksonville, (Ten thousand dollars) . . 10,000.00 

»■ 

f32O.O00.0O 

It is Ordered that the Treasurer be and he is authorized 
to receive in payment for the'Uftrds appropriated by said 
Act the Bonds of said City ; lind Counties in the propor- 
tion of the indebtedness ascertained as aforesaid, and to 
invest any surplus funds he tnrty receive for said lands in 
the Bonds of said City and Counties in the same propor- 
tion, at their lowest cash value: ' 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. k BLO^HA*, 
" ' ' ' President. 



Attest':'' 1 



Secretary pro tern. 

. ____ 



Tallahassee, Florida, 

Februarv 27th, 1884. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present : YV. i>. Bloxham, Governor. 

W. D. Barnes,, Comptroller. 

H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

Geo.. P. Raney, Attorney General. 

P. W. White,' Commissioner of Lands and 

Imm. 
. ■ ■» 

A com muni cation from S£ A. Williams, resecting cer- 
tain lands entered by A. M. Randolph and E. H6ustoun 
was read and ordered to be filed. 

The report of H. S. DuvaL -State Engineer, upon the 
construction of twenty miles of the Jacksonville, Tampa 
and Key West Railway, (Northern Division) from Jack- 
sonville to Palatka, was presented and directed to be re- 
corded — aB follows : 
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Tallahassee, Florida, 

February 18th, 1884. 
Bod. Board Trustees I. I. Fund: 

Gentlemen — 1 certify that in obedience to your orders, 
I inspected on the 4th inet. twenty miles of the Jackson- 
ville, Tampa and Key West Kail way, Beginning at the 
City of Jacksonville and extending in the direction of Pa- 
latka, Finding it constructed in accordance with the 
usually approved Bpeciti cations for broad gauges, and in 
a first class manner, 1 am constrained to approve the 
same. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed) H. S. DUVAL, 

State Engineer. 
The following bills were ordered paid; 
Fort Dade Messenger, advertising lauds for sale, Twen- 
ty dollars (f20.00). John McDuugall, Stationery, Ten 
05-100 dollars. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, 

March 8th, 1884. 
The Board met in the Attorney General's Office. 
Present: W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P, Raney, Attorney General. 
On motion Mr. Raney was chosen President pro tem. 
The following bills were presented and passed: 
J. M. Dancy, for making indemnity proofs to Decern* 
ber 20th, 1883, Seventy dollars ($70.00). 

J. M. Dancy, for examination of Drainage work Dec. 
26, f 83 to Jan'y 12th, 1884, One hundred and fifty dollari 
($150.00). 

C. H. Austin, Expenses and compensation in the mat- 
ter of the Rtudwell coupons, One hundred and forty dol- 
lars, (f 140.00). 
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Expenses Jca Finnegan, in same case, Fourteen dollars, 
($14.00). 

Expenses H. A. L'Engle, in same case, Twelve dollars, 
(f 12.00). 

Land of Flowers, for advertising notice to holders of St. 
Johns and Indian River bonds, Five dollars, ($5.00). 

Halifax Journal, for advertising notice In holders »f St. 
Johns and Indian Hiver bonds, Five dollars, ($5.00). 

P. W. White, Expenses to South Florida to sell lands, 
Fifty dollars, ($50.00). 

H. A. L'Engle, Expenses to Jacksonville December 1883 
& Telegrams, Twenty 90100 dollars ($20.90). 

The Board then adjournal!. 
Attest: President pro tem. 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 12th, 18S4. 

The Board met in the Attorney General's Office. 

Present: Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Landa &. 
1mm. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration was ap- 
pointed as President pro tem and the Attorney General 
as Secretary pro tem. 

R. W. Davis, Att'y for the Green Cove Springs and Mel- 
rose R. R. Company appeared before the Board, and rep- 
resented that ten (10) miles of the road of said Company 
from Green Cove Springs Westward had been completed 
and ironed and asked that the State Engineer be di- 
rected to inspect and report thereon. Whereupon it is or- 
dered that the State Engineer be directed to proceed (o 
said road and inspect the same and report thereon. 

The affidavit of Dan R. Kelley as to Bnch constrnction 
was filed. 

Bill of Fred T. Myers for preparing lists of Innds for 
Railroad approved for One hundred dollars ($100.00). 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : President pro tem. 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary pro tem. 

19 I. I. 



Tallahassee, Fla.. March ISA, 1884 

Tbe Board met in the Ejecurhe Office. - 

Present; W. 1>. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, t'omptroller. 
Henry A. 1/Englf. Treasurer. 
I'. \V. White. Commissioner >»f Lands and 
[ mm ignition. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration, having 
been requested to employ a suitable anil competent per- 
son, as Agent of the Itoard, to make further selections of 
land granted to the State by Act of Congress, September 
2Sth, 1850, aud to procure the proofs required by the regu- 
lations of the United States I -and Department for the ap- 
proval of snch select ions, reported that he bad employed 
Col. John A. Henderson, for that purpose, and that he 
was to incur all the expense necessary to make the se- 
lections, and proof required, and to receive as compensa- 
tion for such service not exceeding two cents per acre 
upon the amount of such selections which may be pat- 
ented to the State, and to be paid in such lands at 
Schedule prices — which was approved by the Hoard. 

It was ordered that the sum of Thirteen hundred dollars 
be paid to Geo. P. Raney, Attorney, for professional ser- 
vices in the cases of the T'nion Trust Company, W. H. 
Glcason, A. Doggett and other matters in the United 
States Circuit Court, This to be in condensation of all 
services as Attorney up to December 81, of the present 
year. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. B LOX HA M , Pvesi den t. 

W. D. BARNES. Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. Mar.ii 17th. 1884. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. ■ 

Present: W. D. Bloxham. Governor. 
W. D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney. Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
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The Secretary laid before the lioard a (vunmuniralinii 
from Hou. \V. BE, Shun**, asking whether, if a iuiijuuiv 
bc formed to construct « Railroad from Lntcrprisc to 
TUiiHville or some other point on Indian River, they wilt 
(jet the benefit of Hie reservation of lands her- 1 of on- 
made for a Road between those points. The Strretiiry 
was instructed to reply that that reservation would be 
made for any Company giving evidence i.f iihility and 
purpose to construct tin* road at auy e»rlv day. 

Postage account for flail —!■■*■ Office for February. :\\*- 
proved for Sixteen 32-100 dollnrs (f 16.32). 

The follow ing order was passed : 

Whereas, on the 5th dny of November, A, O- 1HB*. The 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of tin- State 
of Florida, conveyed to K. IKess. the SIv', of SV.\ of Sec 
tion 34 in Township 4 South of Range 18, East, containing 
40 05- U Ml acres at fifty rents per aere, and received from 
him Twenty 03-1 00 dollars. And Whereon' the said land 
was not then and since has not been patented to the State 
of Florida, but was Foiled States lund. It is ordered that 
the sum of Twenty 0.1-1 no dollar*, received of said lives* 
for said land, be refunded to hiin and the entry of sanio 
No. 5425 be cancelled. 

The Board then adjourned. . 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM. President. 

W. I>. BARNES. Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. March 10th, I8ft4. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxhnm. {«ovemor, 
W. D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
Charles C. Deming, having previously made protest 
against the deeding of any -lands to the Green *^nve. 
Springs and Melrose Railroad, transmitted by Tele- 
graph under date 18th inst.. The following: "If Green 
Cove application is only for odd alternates of ten miles 
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completed road within six miles limit I withdraw pro- 
test." 

B. W. Davis, Esqr., Attorney for the Green Cove 
Springs and Melrose Railroad, appeared before the Board 
and made application for tbe odd-numbered Sections ot 
Swamp lands for six miles on each side of the ti*n miles of 
completed lire of said road reported upon by the Engi- 
neer— which application was granted and the Balesmun 
requested to have deeds prepared for the same. 

Account of J. T. & G. U. Walker, for expenses of Com- 
missioner in taking testimony in Sanderson petition al- 
lowed in the sum of Fifteen dollars. 

The following reports of H. S. Dnval, State Engipeer, 
were read and ordered spread upon the minutes: 

"Jacksonville, Florida. Manh 14th, 1S84. 
Hon. W, 1). Barnes, Secretary Trustees T I. Fund: 

Sir: I hereby certify that I have this day inspected 
ten miles of the Green Cove Springs and Melrose Bail road 
and And it constructed in accordance with the most ap- 
proved Specifications for a narrow gauge and do approve 
the same. 

Respectfullv Yours, 
H. S. DUVAL, 
• State Engineer." 

"Tallahassee, Florida, March 19th. 1884. 
Hon. W. D. Barnes, Secretary Trustees I. I. Fund : 

Sir: I certify that I have completed my several in- 
spections of the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West Rail- 
way between the cities of Jacksonville and Palatka, a dis- 
tance of fifty five and one half miles, and find it in every 
respect constructed as a first class broad gauge railway by 
the most approved Specifications. 

Respect full v. 
H. S. DUVAL, 

" Start e Engineer." 
H. S. Duval, State Engineer, presented his account for 
inspecting ten miles of the Green Cove Springs and Mel- 
rose Railroad, f 125.00, for inspecting 20 miles of Jackson- 
ville. Tampa and Key West Railway, ?1 25.00, and for in- 
spect ing 15$ miles additional of the J..T. & K. W. Rail- 
way, $125.00, making in all Three hundred and seventy 
five dollars. On motion said account was approved and 



293 

the Treasurer was instructed to collect the same from the 
roads named. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W, D. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 21st. 1884. 

The Board met at. the Governor's residence. 

Present: W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Whereas, the lands embraced in entries numbered 
12,535, 12,541, and 12,549, were selected under the con- 
tract with Hamilton Disston. but at the time of their se- 
lection were reserved for Ihe Florida Coast Lir>e Canal 
and Transportation Company ; And Whereas, said Com- 
pany afterwards notified the Board that it did not claim 
any lands north of St. Augustine Whereupon said reser- 
vation was revoked — And Whereas, Col. J. J. Dunne, 'the 
Vice-President of the Florida Land and Improvement 
Company, applied to have said entries made, And Wlierea* 
it was supposed hy the Commissioner of the State Land 
Office, from the fact of his being such Vice-President that 
said entries were to be made on account of Hamilton 
Disston, and with the consent of the said Company. And 
Whereas, it has since been discovered that said entries- 
were made without the consent of the said Company, And 
Whereas it is desired that said entries be cancelled. ;ind 
that the lands embraced therein be entered on account of 
Hamilton Disston for the Florida Land and Improvement 
Company, And Whereas the said Dunne on request of the 
Commissioner of the Ptate Land Office has returned the 
i-ertifh-ates of purchase issued on said entries for cancella- 
tion, It is therefore Ordered that the said entries num- 
bered 12535. 12541. and 12,549. be and the same are hereby 
cancelled and that the Treasurer do refund to said J. 3. 
Dunne, the sum of Four hundred and eight dollars and 
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Eft; one cents, being the amount paid by him on said en- 
tries. 

The Board had under consideration the contest between 
the Florida Land and Improvement Company and the 
Jacksonville. Tampa and Key West Railway as lo The 
right of the former to place their floats on the lands nut 
within the six mile limit but within the twenty mile 
limit of the located Railway and decided that the land In 
question was subject to float entry. 

It was also held by the Board that the lands withdrawn 
for the Seville and Halifax River Railroad, within th\> 
(twenty mile limit was not subject to float entry. 

The Board decided that the location of floats, by the 
^Florida Land and Improvement Company, on even num- 
Ibered sections in the Drainage District, has precedence 
■over the indemnity claimed by the Atlantic and Gulf 
Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company. 

It was ordered that the reservation in hc-liulf of the St. 
Johns and Halifax River Railroad, be cancelled and the 
lands held subject to the order of the Board. 

The Board then adjourned. 

Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary. 

■*! ' ' *., 



Tallahassee. Florida. March 20th. 1881. 
The Board mot in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Ilenry A. J.' Engl e. Treasurer. 
Geo, P. Raney. Attorney General. 
P. W. White. Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

Mr. Fred T. Myers, appeared before the Hoard in be- 
half of the Jacksonville. Tampa and Key West Railway 
Company, and asked for permission to cut timber on Sec- 
tion four, Township 29. South, Range 18 East, such timber 
to be used by said Company in the •'obstruction of 
Wharves at Tampa. Whereupon it was ordered that per- 
mission be given said Company to cut timber on anv nart 
■of said Section except the South West quarter of the 
South West quarter, which is claimed by a Settler, upon 
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condition that if t lie Company should not hereafter be- 
come entitled to said laud as a part of its grant, *bat it 
will pay to the Trustees stumpage at the established rate 
for sueli timber as it may have <"nt. 

The 1 ton rd then adjourned. 
Attest: W, I>. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, 

April 3d, 1884. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxham. Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Untie j- . Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands ani 
Immigration. 
The Governor laid before the Board the following com- 
munication : 

"Jacksonville, Florida, 

April 2d, 1884. 
To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund, 

Gentlemen — The Indian River Railway and Transpor- 
tation Company, a corporation organized on March 22d ; 
1880. pursuant to the General Railway Act of the State 
of Florida, having made a survey of their proposed line 
of Railway, and filed a plat of the same from Enterprise 
to Titusville, are now prepared to enter upon the con- 
struction of the Railway. 

We therefore respectfully ask that the lands heretofore 
reserved for, and withdrawn for this Company, be con- 
tinued to be reserved for the benefit of this Company un- 
der the conditions of the General Railway Act, on condi- 
tion that the work of construction of said Railway be 
commenced on or before July 1st, 1884, and said Railway 
be graded and cross tied from Enterprise to Titusville ott 
or before January 1st. 1885. 

Yours Yerv Respectful! v. 
W. H. CHURCHILL, President. 
A. 3. GRANT, Chief Engineer." i 
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Whereupon it was 

Resolved, That the reservation heretofore made of the 
odd numbered sections of land granted by act of Con- 
gress -of September 28th, 1850, lying within six miles on 
each side of the line of the Indian River Railway and 
Transportation Company, on the 8th day of August A 
1). 1881, and which has been continuously reserved for 
the building of a Road from Enterprise to Titusville, be 
and is hereby continued in force an til the first day of 
July, 1884, for the benefit of the Baid Company, and that 
the reservation be extended from that time if it be shown 
that said Company will prosecute and complete the work 
on said Road as promised in their communication of this 
date. 

The following order w;is passed : 

Whereas, it has come to the knowledge of the Trus- 
tee*, that, W. T). Finlayson, Timber Agent of the State at 
Cedar Keys, has accepted the Agency of the Florida 
Land and Mortgage Company, for the same business, and 
whereas the two positions are deemed incompatible on 
account of the conflicts that may arise in the exercise of 
the two agencies, it is Ordered that the authority of Mr. 
J. D. Finlayson be revoked and that he be notified to 
that effect; and it is further Ordered, that Frank E. 
Hale, be ap}>ointed Timber Agent for the State, in the 
County of Levy, at Cedar Keys. 

A letter from .7. N. Bishop, President of the Sanford, 
Lake Kustis aDd Orlando Kail Road Company, was rend 
to the Board asking if the reservation onee made in be- 
half of said road was still alive. And it was, directed that 
reply be made that the reservation had lapsed, and had 
been revoked. 

The Commissioner of I. a mis and fmmigration wns in- 
structed to write to J. J. Johnson, Timber Agent in Lb 
fayette County, instructing him fully as to his powers 
and duties in protecting the timber on State lands. 

The following bills were ordered to be paid : 

7. L, Harris, Salary as Clerk in Salesman's Office for 
month of March Fifty dollars (foO .00). - 

W. D. Barnes, as Secretary of Board for months of 
January, February and March at $33.33 per month. One 
hundred dollars. (f 100.00). . 
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Postage account of Saloaman'a Office for the month of 
March, Sixty four 22-100 dollars (f64.220 . 
The Board then adjourned. 



W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 



Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, 

April 9th, 1884. 

The Board tnet in the Executive Office. 

Present : \J^. D. Bloxham, Governor, 
ifw. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
(Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
FT~W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

It having been shown that on the 4th of August, 1877, 
Williams. Swann and Corley selected in part compensa- 
tion for their services as selecting Agents* the SJ of I*>t 
No. 2 of NWJ Section 18, Township 30 Sonth, Bange 25 
East, containing 31 16-100 acres, at the price of fl.25 
per acre, the purchase money amounting 'o $38.!)."- -and 
subsequently said tract with other lands was conveyed 
by deed- of the Trustees to Marcellus A, Williams, Such 
selection and sale was erroneous for the reason that the 
above mentioned tract was not State land, and has never 
been conveyed to the State by the United States — The 
number of the entry is 8232. 

On the 11th July. 1877, Williams, Swann and Corley 
selected and entered the NWJ Section 24, T 44, S, B 24,- 
E, 160 acres at 80 cents per acre, amounting to $ 128. 00 — 
Thig tract was not conveyed to tbem by deed, because: 
although selected as Swamp land it had not been pat- 
ented and that this last mentioned tract has been pat- 
ented by I*. S. to a Homestead Settler— The entry is num- 
bered 8200; It is ordered that Entry No. ^200' !k> <mi 
celled, and also so much of Entrv No. 8232 as embraces 
the RJ t»f Lot No. 2 of NWJ of Section 18,'T 30, S, B 25, 
E, and that the amounts with which they have been 
charged on account of said entries be placed to their 
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credit on account of the selection of lands, amounting 
to one hundred and sixty six 76-100 dollars ($160.75) — 
the quit claim deed of Marcellua A. Williams, to ths 
lands as to which this cancellation is made is tendered 
and filed. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Fla., April 11th, 1884. 

A full meeting of the Board was held in the Executive 
Office. 

The State Engineer presented his report approving 11 
8-10 miles of the Transit and Pensacola B. R. lying be- 
tween Wildwood and Leesburgh, and the Treasurer was 
instructed to pay H. S. Duval, State Engineer, $ 125.00 for 
the inspection. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 



President. 



W. D. BARNES, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, 

April 18th, 1884. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. T>. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller, 
r. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
Mr. R. E. Wilson appeared before the Board in behalf 
of the Florida Midland Railway and presented a plat of 
the survey of an extension of said Railway from the 
point of the terminus of the former survey near Apopka 
to a point on the former Transit Railroad now Lees- 
burgh and Sanford Railroad, between Tavares and Lees- 



burgh, and filed also plans and specifications for the con- 
struction of said Railway in lieu of those heretofore pre- 
sented, making the same a standard gauge Railway for 
its entire line, and applied for a reservation of lands 
along the projected extended line of said Railway, And 
it was Ordered that the reservation made by resolution 
of the Board adopted on 23d day of July A. D. 1883, be 
made to apply to the extension of said Railway, for 
which the plat of survey properly authenticated, has 
been this day filed with the Commissioner of Lands — 
Such reservation being subject to all the conditions con- 
tained in said resolution of July 23d, 1883. 

The following are the plans and Specifications of said 
Railway : 

"Plan of construction of the Florida Midland Railway 
from Lake Jeaup, in Orange Conn ty to a point on the 
Transit or Peninsular Railroad between Tavares and 
Leesburgh, Florida: 

First. The line of road for sixty feet from the centre 
shall be cleared of all standing timber. 

Second, The grading shall be for a single track, except 
at depots, turnouts and similar places, where it shall be 
wider, if required by the Engineer, with a road-bed 
fourteen feet wide in cuttings, with ditches of such width 
and depthras to inBnre perfect drainage, and twelve feet 
wide in embankments at the grade line with slopes of one 
and a half to one. In all excavations and embankments 
a perfect drainage shall be secured and no standing 
water will be allowed to come within three feet of the 
lower side of the cross ties. 

Third. The cross ties shall be of pine, cypress, or other 
durable wood, to be approved by the Engineer, and shall 
be nine feet long, eight inches on tbe face and five inches 
is thickness, well and carefully bedded and laid within 
two feet from centre to centre. 

Fourth. On all water-ways sufficient space shall be 
left for the unobstructed passage of water. 

Fifth. In the crossing of all streams, good and sub- 
stantial bridges shall be constructed, according to plans 
approved by such Engineer as they may he designated by 
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fond, and 
over all streams that are navigated, draws shall be put 
in, to admit the passage of all boats or vessels, usually 
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navigating the same; the plan of said draws to be ap. 
proved by an Engineer appointed by said Trustees. 

Sixth. The gauge of the road shall be five feet. 

Seventh. The iron or steel rail need shall not be less 
than fifty six pounds to the lineal yard, and be of the 
beet quality, secured to the ties with suitable spikes and 
plates. 

Eighth. The entire equipment shall be of the first 
class, and shall at all times be sufficient for the prompt 
transportation of all the passengers and freight ordim- 
rily offering. 

Ninth. No grade shall exceed sixty feet to the mile, 
and no curve shall exceed four degrees of curvature, un- 
less approved by an examining Engineer, appointed bv 
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida. 

Respectfully submitted for approval to the Board of 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the Stute 
of Florida. 

E. W. HENCK. 
President Florida Midland Railway." 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM. 

President. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES. 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. 

April 2T»th. 1881. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present* W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 
VV. D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Ilenry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General, 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands aud 
Immigration. 

The Attorney General presented to the Board the fol- 
lowing Deeree, rendered by Judge Pardee, of the I T . S- 
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District Court, which was ordered to be spread upon the 

minutes: 

C. P. Greenough, Admr. Su: > 

VS ' r* 

The Trustees of the Internal f In E( I mt J' 

Improvement Fund of Florida, et al. t 

In the matter of the Petition of John F. Townsend, as 
Admr, of John Townsend, deceased. 

This cause coming on to be further heard upon the pe- 
tition of said Petitioner, as amended and the answer of 
the Trusteeaof the Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida as amended, and the documentary evi- 
dence of the respective parties, offered herein, to be noted 
by the Clerk of this Court, And the said matters having 
been argued by A. W. Gockrell, as Solicitor of the Peti^ 
tioner, and by George P. Kaney, as Solicitor for said 
Trustees — 

It is now on consideration thereof Ordered, adjudged, 
and Decreed as follows: 

1st. That said Petitioner a» owner and holder of the 
Bonds set up in said Petition is entitled to have and re- 
ceive from said Trustees, his proportion of the proceeds 
of the sale of said Talahassee Railroad &c., as sold on the 
9th day of October, 1883, and continued by the order or 
this Court applicable to the payment of said Bonds, 
which sum said Trustees are hereby decreed to pay said 
Petitioner. 

2d. That said Petitioner on behalf of himself and oth- 
ers of Bondholders of the same class of Bonds in like 
situation, is entitled to additional discovery from said 
Trustees of said Internal Improvement Fund, aB to their 
dealings, transactions and liabilities as Trustees of said 
Sinking Fund, appropriate to the payment of Bonds of 
the TaiiahaBsee Railroad Company, issued under the In- 
ternal Improvement Act of the Stats of Florida, — 

And therefore this case is referred to W. B. Young, 
Esqr.j as Special Master, to take evidence and and report, 
th 2 amount of Sinking Fund, now, in the hands of the 
said Commissioners of sa^d Internal Improvement Fund 
subject to the demanda of Petitioner and other holders 
of outstanding Bonds of the Tallahassee Railroad Com- 
pany,— 



rw>2 

And in determining such amount said Master will hear 
evident, ronsider and report as to how many Tnllnhas- 
bw Railroad Bonds were at any time a portion of said 
Fund — I low much interest was collected on the same 
and how invested or disposed of, how isnn-h if any inter- 
est falling due on said Bond;* while the same were held 
as a part of said Fund was not collected or entered to the 
credit of said Fond, what amount if anything should he 
charged to said Internal Improvement Fnnd and cred- 
ited to said Sinking Fund on account of Interest falling 
due on said Railroad Bond* while they formed a portion 
of said Sinking Fund were in the hands of said Commis- 
sioners. 

In detenu tu i ug said amount the said Master will also 
consider and report whether the Florida Railroad Bonds 
purchased by said Commissioners, with the proceeds of 
Tallahassee Rail Road Bonds which were sold under or- 
ders of this Court, of right and in Equity belong to said 
Sinking Fund of the Tallahassee Railroad Bonds— And 
the amount of the same, with all proper accumulations 
by reason of interest and re-investment of interest. 

Ikme in open Court this 19th dav of April, 1884. 

DON. A. PARDEE, 

Circuit Judge." 
A true copv. 
(Seal) PHILIP WALTER, Clerk." 

On motion the Attorney General was instructed to 
take the proper steps for an appeal to the Supreme Court 
of the United States from the above decision. 

It appearing to the Board that Lewis If. Taylor, of 
Baker County, Florida, by mistake entered the E^ of SE| 
of Section 34, T 1, 8, R 20, E, instead of the NJ of BE} 
of Section 34, T 1, N, R 20, E; which he intended to enter; 
It is therefore ordered that Entry No. 11.574, for said 
EJ of RE] of Section 34. T 1, R, R20. E. be and the aims 
is cancelled and that the sum of Seventy four 09-lOfl 
dollars, paid for same be refunded to the Commissioner 
of Lands and Immigration for the purpose of refunding 
to said Taylor the sum of Seventy two dollars by him 
paid on said entry, and of reimbursing to said Commis- 
sioner the sum of Tw<i Ofl-100 dollars, by him advanced on 
same. 

Thf following resolution was adopted: 
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Resolved, That the order passed Feby, 25th. authori*- 
iii«r the Treasurer to receive in payment. Ps* the I.;wi 1* 
appropriated b,v the Aft of the Legislature approved 
February Kith. 1883. to the bonded indebtedness of cer- 
tain count ip«. the bonds of fluid counties in proportion 
to their ascertained indebtedness be and tin* same i* 
hereby revoked. 
The following bills were ordered paid : 
Dorr & Bowen, for printing, Thirty eight 80-100 dol- 
lars (*38.80). 

John T. & (J. U. Walker, for expenses and fees in San- 
derson case. Two handred and seventy five 39-100 dollars 
(127530). 
The Hoard then adjourned. 

\V. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Attest : 

W. P. BARNES, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. May 13«h. 1884. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W, D. Bloxham. Oovernor. 
W. 1). Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. I /Fugle, Treasurer, 
tieo. P. Raney. Attorney Oeneral. 
P. \V. White. Commissioner of l*ands and 
Immigration. 
The report' of David T>. Dun ham. Special Agenl, pre- 
sented to the Board February 20th. ISRt. and ordered 
spread upon the minutes in as follows to wit : 
To the Hon. Board of Trustees nf the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund. 

Gentlemen: On or about the lintb Decetnlier, l*<83. 1 
received a letter from your Honorable Board i*e«piesiin.^ 
me to acompany Mr. -lames M. Panoy, H*:ire Drainage 
Engineer, on a tour of inspecliou through the district of 
lands reclaimed by the Atlantic and Oulf Coast ''anal 
and Ofcrmliobf n Land Company, which district had Keen 
reported upon by him, in his report of July. 188:1. 
Under the instructions contained in that letter I accom- 
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panted him, but did not visit the entire district, for rea- 
sons given below. I will now proceed to give yon the 
exact route and localities as visited by ns. 

We first went to Kissimmee City, the Head Quarters of 
the said Canal and Land Co. there making an intqiectitm 
of the Shores of Lake Tohonekaliga. found by the water 
marks on trees and shore, that the waters of HJiid Lake 
had fallen six feet or more since operations by the Atlan- 
tic and Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company 
had hegun — consequently leaving a large margin of Lake 
shores entirely dry and ^susceptible to cultivation. We 
then proceeded by beat to the South end of this Luke to 
where a canal has been cut by said Company from .his to 
Cypress Jiake the distance of cut is 3 3-1 miles long and 
forty feet wide. 

The stream that formerly count' ted these lakes, it is 
said was very tortuous and sluggish and ahout fifteen 
miles long — the current now flowing through ihis canal 
cut is rapid having the velocity of about three miles per 
hour. ft 

The Prairies on either side of this canal have an eleva- 
tion as now seen above water of from 1£ to 5 feet. 

A Farm of ten acres (to be planted in Sugar cane) is 
now being fenced and plowed on the west side of said 
canal on Lake Tohopekaltga — It is claimed that these 
prairies have never been fired before but vvfc saw tires in 
every direction. Cattle are now ranging writh impunity 
on them. The prairie lands along a stream called "Cow 
Path" which connects Lake Cypress with Lake ILitehiue- 
baw are dry enough for cultivation and presents +he ap- 
pearance of being from 2i to 3 feet above the stream. 

The waters of Kissimmee Lake I judge by the hanks and 
water marks on trees have fallen about 2i to 3 feet al- 
though three smaller Lakes, viz : Tiger. Rosa lee and Walk 
in the Water — are now emptied into it, by a swifter cur- 
rent than formerly, the obstructions in the natural con- 
necting channels of these lakes having been removed and 
acute points cut off— the work of said Canal and Okeecho- 
bee Co, gives this accelerated velocity to these streams. 

Th n H bores fWHi nrairies bordering these lakes ;;re now 
cultiva table with little exception. The water of Lake 
Walk in the Water has fallen four feet. 
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We then retraced oar route to Kissimmee City, on way 
back visited the dredge boat now catting on cross ))r#lrft, 
between Tohopekaliga and East Tohopekaligii Lakes 1 -\ lie 
cut ia six feet deep by forty feet wide, and the distiftWe 
cut was forty nine hundred feet which cut had been wtflet 
in less than three months, and in this time work hail'Mro 
suspended several days for repairs. Leaving K.ssinnflee 
City again, with team proceeded to examine the \ve$ftfni 
side of the district on Lakes Marion and Pierce. 

The low lands in vicinity of said lakes are dry and in 
my judgment, susceptible of cultivation. I hear thaJflMe 
Indians say that the water's in these Lakes and surround- 
ings were never as low as now. I' *'* 

Goirg back to Kissimmee City our base of operaV" 

proceeded again by train to the eastern side of the dr 

along Lakes East Tohopekaliga, Alligator, Gentry ri Sj 

east sid* of Cypress — found I he prairie and Hat 1am 

through here dry and cultivable and the mhnbitanW n tlf 

that locality in splendid spirits as to the future prosueri* 

ty of that portion of the district 

* ft 
In my judgment from what I saw of the district, nMjJjQf" 

ported upon in this report, am of the opinion that rto re- 
port of Mr. James M. Dancy, of July, 1883, is correclLund 
that the lowest lands reclaimed are suitable now foFu/ue 
cultivation of cane and rice. (jooa 

On account of the indisposition of Mrs. Dancy t^OJftp 
to return and were unable to prosecute further iuves&ga- 
tion. I remain respectfully, « Bh j 

Your obt. Servant, ' h 

DAVID L. DI'NHA^l 
Special AgejjtJ^ 
St. Augustine, Fla., Jany. 21st, 1884. ff ' 

H. S. Duval, State Engineer, filed a report on the con- 
struction of the Florida Southern Railway, from ten 
miles north of Gainesville in the direction of Lake Ottjr, 
twenty five and 1-8 miles, and on the extension from 
Ocnht to Leesburgh, ten and one half miles and hvoTt^urs, 
one and 0-10 miles, which reports were ordered thread 
upon the in i mites and the Treasurer was directed to pay 
for said insjiection and collect the same fr.nu th« Florida 
Soul hern Railway. The reports referred to arc as fol- 
lows to wit : 

20 I.T 



"Tullalmssee, Fla.. May 12ih. 188L 
Hon. W. D. Barnes, Kecty, ltd. Trustees I. 1. Fund: 

Sir — In ubedienec to iiittt ructions dated April 23d I 
hiM|M'i-t«-<] od the Gth inst. twenty five and one eighth 
miles of the Florida Koulliern Railway extension iu wards 
Lake City, beginning ten riiiles nortli of Gninesville, and 
find Hie work of construction welt done and ,: no riling to 
Specifications and I approve the same. 

H. S. DUVAL. State Eng'r." 
Tallahassee, Fla.. May 12th. 1884. 
Hon. W. 1). Barnes, Secty. Bd. Trustees I. I. Fund: 

Sir — In obedient* to instructions dated April 2tld I in- 
spected on the 7th inst. a distance of ten miles and Ave 
tenth miles of the Florida Southern Railway, leading into 
Leesburgh also two spurs of said i-oad connecting Lakes 
Harriet and Griffin, of one and nine tenth miles, and tiud 
the work or construction well done and according to speci- 
fications, and I approve the same. 

H. S. DUVAL, State Kngr.*' 
The following bills were ordered to be paid : 
Western Union Telegraan Conipauy. for month of April, 
Seven 15- 100 dollars ttT.it, i. 

W. G. Stewart, P. M. Postage account of Salesman for 
month of April, Twenty six 60-tlK) dollars <$2ti.ti0). 

H. S. Duval, for inspecting 25 1-8 miles of Florida 
Southern Railway North from Gainesville, as per report 
above. One hundred and fifty seven dollars. 

H. 8. Duval, for inspecting 10^ miles and 2 spurs Flor- 
ida Southern Railway, ns per report above. One hundred 
and twenty five dollars. 

The Board then adjourned 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM President. 

W. D. BARNKS. Secretary, 



Tallahassee, Florida, May 15th, 1884. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Rloxham, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Kngle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White. Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 



The following n sol ut i(iu was adopted : 

Whereas, the Florida Southern Hallway Company lias 
filed a resolution changing its located line between Lake 
City and (ininesvillc together with a plat of survey show- 
ing the lands through which the name pass, and has clso 
tiled the Specifications nf ron«1 ruction of said portion of 
its mad: Aud Wheniw. H. S. iMtvnl, the Slate BogtMCT, 
has reported that said port ion of said mad from the de'tot 
pounds in the City of Cininesvitle to the jtniiit at which 
the same connect* with the ralroad of tin* Savannah. 
Florida and Western Knilway Company, formerly the 
railroad of the Live Oak. Tampa anil Charlotte llailmr 
Kail way Company in the County of Co I a in hi a. a distance 
of 3S 1-S miles, tins been const rucled in accm-damr iviUi 
the HpecinYii thins: Be it resolved, that said portion of said 
road bo constructed ite nciepted and that the alternate 
■eetfOM of lands to which said Company axe entitled ■ itli 
in ftix miles on each side of said mad lie con v. veil '■> said 
Company, by the ustinf and proper deeds of conveyaii'-e. 

Mr. Charles C. Denting, appeared before the Hoard in 
behalf of the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West Knilwny 
Company and applied for the deeds to the alternate sec- 
tions withdrawn for said Company and to which it wab 
entitled by the completion of the eleven section* of live 
mites each of said road beginning at Jacksonville aud 
running through the County of Clay to Pulatka in the 
County of Putnam, and heretofore examined and ap- 
proved by the State Engineer. 

Wherou)>on the following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved. That the Salesman be instructed to prepare 
deeds for said lands withdrawn for execution by (he 
Hoard. 

lion. S. W. < 'hi sho I m appeared before the Hoard in l»e- 
half of the Florida Southern Railway, and H'ed plans and 
sper-ifieations for the Lake City, extension of said It.tnd. re- 
ferred to in resolution above, which were approved and 
ordered to be filed. 

It was ordered that J. L. (in skins, be paid the sum of 
Two hundred and forty dollars, for services and expenses 
in investigating the cedar stuiapage ui-cumilp at 'Vdar 
Keys. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. l>. BLOXHAM. P:e*idont. 

W. TJ. BABKE6, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, May 20lh, 1S84. 
The Board met mi the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Ceo. P. Kaney, Attorney General. 
1\ W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Jittuiigrution. 
Messrs. Blount and McClellan, appeared before the 
Board in behalf of the I'ensacola and Atlantic If. It. and 
■entered a protest against the issuing of deeds to the »>ack- 
sonville, Tampa and Key West Bailroad Company, in 
pursuance of resolution passed on the 15th inst. ; and 
after due consideration the Board ordered that the deeds 
be delivered to said Company on conditon and with ihe 
understanding that if any of the lands therein embraced 
lying outside of the six mile limit of the road as actually 
constructed should be held not to be subject to grant of 
alternate sections, then the quantify so outside of said 
limit shall be taken out of and deducted from any oilier 
lands to which the Company may be, or may hereafter be- 
come entitled, and the Secretary was instructed to so in- 
form the Company. 

It appearing to the Board that there was a mistake iu 
the entry of the North West quarter of the North East 
quarter of Section Twenty six in Township Thirty seven 
South of Bange Twenty seven East, containing forty 
acres, being part of entry No. 12,1)65, made by Irvin Lock- 
lair; It is ordered that the said entry be cancelled as to 
said North West quarter of the North East quarter of 
Section 26, T 37 S, K 27 E, and deed be executed for the 
balance of lands embraced in said entry, and that the sum 
of Forty, dollars be refunded by the Treasurer ;»f the 
Board to the said Irvin Lock lair, being the amount paid 
by him for the land entered" by mistake aforesaid. 

It appearing to the Board that Entry No. 1-.284 for ths 
NE± of SW$ of Sect.on JiJ, T 27 B, tt 29, E, was improp- 
erly obtained by R. E. Bronson, Jr., and that the wild 
land lies in the Drainage District, and the Atlantic and 
<3ulf Coast Canal and Okercbnbee Land Company, Laving 
made payment in full to the said Bronson for ihe sum 
paid by him to the Trustees for the Innd, and requested 
that the amount paid for the* said laud be refunded and 
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paid to said Company. Therefore it is Ordered, that lbe 
Treasurer of the Board do pay to the said Company the 
Bom of Forty dollars, paid by said Bronsoo for said hind. 

It appearing to the Board that there was a mistake 
made by William B. Bison, in the entry of the North 
East quarter of the South East quarter of Section Twen- 
ty nine in Township Twenty two South of Range. Twenty 
four East, containing 39- 80-100 acres, as shown by Entry 
No. 12370 j It is ordered that the said Entry No. 12,370 be 
and the same is cancelled, and that the Treasurer of the 
Board refund to the said William R. Dixon the sum of 
Forty nine dollars, and seventy five cents, being the 
amount paid by him for saii laud. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Fla., June 3d, 1S84. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxham. Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands £ Im- 
migration. 

Col. J. M. Kreamer, Chief Kngineer of the Atlantic and 
Gulf CoaBt Canal and Okeechobee Land Coinjjany, ap- 
plied for further inspection of the Drainage System, and 
the Secretary was directed to address a letter to H. S. 
Duval, State Engineer, embodying the following form of 
instructions : 
"Capt. H. S. Duval, State Engineer. Tallahassee. Fla. 

Sir: At the request of Col. J, M. Kreamer, Chief En- 
gineer of the Okeechobee Drainage Company, the Trus- 
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund have passed an 
order for having an examination made % of the Canals con- 
structed by said Company, with a view to ascertain the 
extent of such works as mag now l>e constructed both in 
the valley of the Kissimmee River and ltd adjacent wa- 
ters, and between Okeechobee Lake and, the Catootwibat- 
chie River, and especially to ascertain the width, depth 
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and length and cubic and gride of each of t lie various 
Canals of saifi Company to tin- extent they have been so 
constructed, also to ascertain as far as practicable what 
effect, if any. has lieen produced upon the lauds on ell her 
aide of the Canal between I.ake Okeechobee and the Ca- 
loo&nhntchie Kiver by the Drainage oper;>lionsof said 
Company up to the present time. For the purpose of 
ascertain] ng these facte you will proceed to Kissiinniee 
City where you will be joined by an Engineer of [he (Jotn- 
pany and thence together to make an examination into 
the works and operations of the Company — Aud leport 
the extent and character of work already done, the nature 
and extent of the operations now being carried on, with 
such suggestion* on the future works to be done and ac- 
complished as your knowledge of the subject and observa- 
tions on the spot may enable yon to make." 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. I>. BaKNES, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, June 11th, 1884. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxbam. Governor. 
W, D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. TV. White, Commissioner of La mis and 
Immigration. 
The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from C. D. 
McLean, President, Enterprise Railroad Company, inquir- 
ing whether the land reserved for the Indian Kiver Bail- 
way and Transportation Company, can be reserved for 
their road, and the Secretary was instructed to reply that 
the said Company has the right to their reservation if they 
begin work by August 1st and carry it on according to 
agreement of April 3d. 

The Governor Iwid before the Board a communication 
from W. H. Olmsted, Seet'y of the Indian River Railway 
and Transportation Company, asking lhat the time given 
them in resolution of the Board of April 3d, 1S84, for the 
commencement of work on said Railroad be extended to 
1st August, which request was granted. 



A letter was presented and read from James M. Ball, 
of N. Y., asking whether the Trustees will convey to the 
Tbomaaville, Tallahassee and On If Railroad, tin- 1 5.000 
acrefi of land granted to it under the Act of the Legisla- 
ture upon their depositing in Bank the Htnte price for 
said land, which sum of money to be held for the State, 
and paid over to the Trustees in the event of failure to 
build, and in response to a Telegram of llhli, requesting 
immediate answer to proposition, the following oispatrh 
was directed to be sent : 

"The Trustees do not feel authorized to . carry out the 
propositions made in your let tern," 

The following bills were ordered to be paid : 

W. O. Stewart, P. M., for postage for Salesman's < MTite, 
May 1884, Thirteen 24-100 dollars, {113.34}. 

Surveyor General's Office, for pints, Seven dollar*, 
(17.00). 

C. A. Bryan, Jr., for binding fur Land Office, Two dol- 
lars, <f2.00k 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. I>. BABNEK, Secretarv. 



Tallahassee, Florida. Jun* 2«th. 1884. 
The Board met' in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. Dj -&Ioxham, Governor. 
W. T>. Ha rues. Comptroller. 
H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P. Raney, Attorney Genera I. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of 1-unds. 
It appearing to the Board that John T. Lesley made a 
mistake in Entry No. 11.901 which he made for Jacob 
Hagan, but took Deed for the land to secure lite purchase 
money advanced by him for said Hagan, and I he said 
Lesley having re-conveyed to the Trustees the NEJ qf 
NW± of Section 15, T 38, S, R 23, E, which was "omeyed 
to him by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fnnd 
by Deed No. 11.901. and requested that the purchase 
money for said land be refunded and then applied to *he 
entry of the 8WJ of the 8W1; of Section 4. T 29, R, R 18, 
E, in the name of William E. Anderson, whose affidavit 
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( jftjpn file in the State Land Office as a Settler on paid last 
^fl^scribed land ; It is therefore ordered that the said Kntry 
uftjo, 11,901, be and the same is cancelled, and that ihe a tun 
.pjyForty dollars, paid £or the same be refunded to the 
^Commissioner of Lands and Immigration and by him in 
^^sted in the lands above described as occupied by said 
^yjjLnderson, as requested. 

s „j Whereas, Lewis H. Blair, and George T. King, have ap- 

fol^d to the Board to cancel Entry No. 12,767, and allow 

them to invest the money paid for the lands embraced in 

<M\id Entry in other lands of the same class — it is ordered 

that said Entry No. 12,767, be and the same is cancelled, 

and that the sum of Three hundred and nineteen SO 100 

t (liars, be refunded to them for the purpose of investing 
e same as aforesaid. 
The Board then adjourned. 
' Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

l^W. D - BARNES, Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, July 1st. 1884. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxfaam, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
j Henry A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 

George P. Ra'ney. Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands & I. 
The Governor laid before the Board a letter from T- 
Emmett Wilson, submitting in behalf of the Florida Mid- 
land Railway a plat of the survey of the extension of said 
Road from a point four miles east of Lnngwood to Uviedo 
In Orange County, and asking for a withdrawaJ;oT lands 
'jwtrhin the six mile limit of both sides of said extended 
nfle; And the Secretary was instructed to reply to Mr. 
^fllson that there are no lands along the line of said R ad 
'wfcich the Trustees fee] authorized to apply to that pnr- 
•ftose. 

^The following bills were ordered paid : 
'" T tV. TI. Martin, for plats furnished Salesman's Office, 
^Wheteen dollars. 

^W. A. Nowlin. for repairing seal io Salesman's Office, 
■ftae dollar. 
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W. D. Barnes, as Secretary of Board for months of 
April, May and June. One hundred dollars. 

Geo. D. Barnard & Co., for Index Book for Trustees,* 
Nine dollars. 

Henry A. L'Engle, for expenses to Cedar Keys to inves- 
tigate Cedar Btumpage accounts, Twenty seven 55-1 Oft 
dollars. 

Tbe Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, Jnly 9th, 1884. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. I>. Barnes. Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands Hud 
Immigration. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration submit- 
ted to the Board the affidavits filed in his office in the 
contest between Charles B. Lyon and John H. Ward, 
growing out of the entry made by the said Ward «m the 
9th day of March, lSS.t. of the BW| of the BWJ of Section 
IB, T 21, S, E 21, E, Numbered 11,929— Said land lying 
within the six mile limit of the line of survey of the Flor- 
ida Southern Railway Company, and having been with- 
drawn from sale for said Company, And it appearing to 
the Board that affidavits of the said John B. Ward and of 
others in support thereof fail to show that he was enti- 
tled to make the said entry under the term* of the agree- 
ment entered into* between the Trustees of tlie Internal 
Improvement Fund, and the said Company, but that the 
facts stated in the affidavits of the said Lyon and others 
in support thereof show that the said Lyon has the prior 
and snperior right of entry of the said land, under the 
terms of the agreement aforesaid. Therefore, 

It is Ordered by the Board that tbe said Entrv No. 
11,929 of the SW^ of the SWJ ot Section 15 T 21 f S, K 
21, E. made by the said John B. Ward, on the 9th of 
March. 1883, be and the same is cancelled, and that the 
Treasurer of the Board do refund to the said John B. 
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Ward, the sum of Forty dollars and three cents, paid bj 
him for said land, and that the said Charles R. l.yon. be 
and he in authorized to make entry of the said land ujton 
payment of the purchase money for the same. 

The following bills were ordered to be paid ; 

Postage Account Salesman's Office for the month of 
June, Fifteen 12-lW) dollars. 

C. E. Dyke, bill for printing for Treasurer of Hoard, 
twelve dollars. 

C. E. Dyke, bill of printing for Salesman's Office, Forty 
six 60-100 dollars. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. I). BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. August 1!)th, 1884. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 

BT. A. L'Englc, Treasurer. 

Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 

The Attorney General was appointed Secretary pro 
tern. 

The bills of J. H. Durkee, II. 8. Marshall, amounting to 
Nine 85-100 dollars, were approved and ordered paid — 
the same being for CoBts in the Voee case. 

The report of H. S. Duval. State Engineer, with appen- 
dix showing the To unships reclaimed by the drainage 
operations of the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and 
Okeechobee Land Company, was presented to the Board 
and ordered spread upon the minutes. Said report is in 
words and figures as follows : 

Tallahassee, Fla.. Aug. 18th, IS84. 
Gentlemen of the Board of Internal Improvements: 

On receipt of your instructions of June Sd. 1884, I pro- 
ceeded to Kissimmee City accompanied by Col. .1. M. 
Kreamer. Supt. and Chief Engineer of the Okeechobee 
Drainage Company, to examine the work that has been 
done by said Company. In that locality. 

I found on my arrival a canal in proems of construc- 
tion between the Tohopekaliga lakes, a distance of three 
miles on a grade of four feet per mil?, of which i.~.1S0 



315 

lineal feet were already excavated, 6 feet deep and 3' J <c«t 
wide, containing 121,440 cabie yards of earth removed. 

The dredge boat having cat from the lower to the up- 
per lake, drawing water from the latter to keep it afloat, 
anil damming behind, was then standing 8J feet above 
the mirfacc of the lower lake, 

Proceeding to the foot of the larger Tobopekaliga lake,, 
there I fonnd a canal 18,9% feet long, cut into lake Cy- 
press on a grade of one and a half feet per mile, with a 
cross section of 36 by 6 feet, nearly dry, but showing r.n 
excavation of 151.S08 cubic yards of earth removed. 

leaving completed these observations we took up the 
inspection of the straightening of the channels between 
the following lakes. Cypress, Hatchinehe, Kissimmee, 
Tiger, Rosalie and so on to Lake Walk in the Water. 
Because of the reduced state of the water we were com- 
pelled to return in a row boat. The amount of work exca- 
vated in improving these lake connections is very great 
It has been a toilsome and expensive undertaking, re- 
quiring patience, perseverance and ready cash to accom- 
plish, and yet, much of it is temporary work, intended 
for drainage purposes only, to be supplanted by perma- 
nently excavated navigable canals. The lineal feet of 
these connections are 65,400 feet, having a cross-section 
of 160 square feet. You understand the problems of 
drainage and navigation are at variance, and to solve 
both, the former miisi be done first and The tatter afler- 
wards. 

Incredulity as to the feasbilitv of the former, and > <m- 
fidenee in the practicability of the latter, lead some paiv 
ties too soon, into a scheme of immediately plying 
Steamers of large beam and draft between Punta Ra.ssa 
and Kissimmee City, and they, soon after the initial rush 
of waters, proudly steamed up the Caloosahatchie River, 
through Okeechobee and ronnded-to, in front of the City 
of Kissimmee, there to be left blockaded by ihe rapid re- 
tiring of the waters, stranded in an island lake beside an 
inland town far off from navigable waters, with plenty 
of time to reflect upon the folly of their haste and lack 
of faith in the feasbility of the drainage operations. The 
recent heavy nnd continued rains have, with the assist- 
ance of the sconring boats of the Okeechobee Company, 
released these prisoners, so far as to enable them to pole 
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and warp themselves away to the Gnlf. I should Btate, 
however, that the operations of the Company have pro- 
vided a channel of sufficient width and depth to meet 
the present requirements of river traffic. 

I learned from a most reliable source, that immediately 
on the first bursting of the waters through the raaafo 
the Steamer Okeechobee, whose mean velocity in slack 
wafer is ten miles per hour, took all the tima hot ween sun 
risp and son set to stem the swift current a distance of 
8 G-10 miles. From this you can perceive in n practical 
way, what has been the immense exit of water, its volume 
and velocity in this locality, occasioned by the industry 
of the Drainage Company. Indeed, so great has it been, 
that the rich muck prairies, at the foot of the hike, nor- 
mally submerged, is now four feet above water and partly 
in a state of cultivation. But I am not instrneted to com- 
ment on the reclamations of lands in this vicinity, that 
duty having been already performed by Special appoin- 
tees. I will add, however, by way of endorsement, (hat 
the evidence of reclamation can be brought to bear on any 
incredulous person, who may venture ashore in the grass 
by the announcement of the presence, in full force, of that 
engaging little insect of the dry lands, whose entomologi- 
cal name T never knew, but what we call and recognize as 
red bugs. 

On the 15th of July, in the midst of the rainy seasons, I 
started on my journey to Lake Okeechobee via Jackson- 
ville, where I was joined by Col. Kramer and Col. 
CharW A. Hopkins, and in company with these gentle- 
men, in due time arrived at Fort Myers, where we pro- 
cured vehicles, &c., and proceeded by land, examining 
alternately, both sides of the Caloosahatchie River, and 
Bpei ialh the region in the vicinity of Fieheating Creek, 
and the great saw-grasses on the margin of Okc^holiee. 

Wo decided that our observations should be directed 
especially to the bottoms and crests of the water sheds, 
topographically conceived by the descent of running 
streams, their sources and directions, from which we could 
determine, with almost mathematical precision, the utatus 
of intervening Innds likely to escape our observations. 
For instance, to illustrate, if the foot of a shed is dry, 
the sin*.! itself is dry. If the crest of a shed slopes, ihe 
lowest point of its foot is to he found under ':s depressed 
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end, and if that be dry, then the whole is dry. If streams 
run perpendicular to the creBt, the crest does not (dope, 
and is the limits of a flat, if convergently, then t lie treat 
slopes, and may be the limits of another water Fhed, &c. 
These rales of the topographer were brought to influence 
our investigations, as it was onr purpose to make a cor- 
rect examination of the matter, and not content ourselves 
with a cursory and stupid ramble through the woods piss- 
ing unnoticed those points demanding the moat atten- 
tion. This tedious and arduous journey overland. In the 
midst of the rainy season, developed two facH, viz: First, 
the normal condition of the country was that cf a ftiate of 
inundation made evident by the bulging of the bases of the 
trees and frequent decayed roots of aquatic plants. Sec- 
ondly, it was free from Biirface water, and from the indica- 
tion of the vegetation it had been for some time. These 
are nature's silent witnesses of a change that has lieen 
wrought in the status of the country, showing a new order 
of things unknown in ages past. Whenever streams 
were passed the waters were found confined within their 
banks, lowering thsir surfaces more deeply, as they ap- 
proached the canals or lakes, and running with a velocity 
unusually swift for streams in a flat country. 

On reaching the margins of the great praiiies of I^ake 
Hickopochee and Okeechobee, formerly covered with saw* 
grass, but now partially clothed in a new vegetation, I 
was surprised to see them after so much rain, otherwise 
than thoroughly inundated, but for miles and far away, 
we rode over them, dry-footed, in our two horse vehicle 
leaving the woods faintly outlined in the distance. The 
great prairie country in the vicinity of Fisheatlng Creek 
is generally from all evidence in a state of partial inunda- 
tion — particularly so during the rainy period. This sec- 
tion we found reclaimed and had it not been for The i-ains 
which fell copiously several times a day and collected in 
slight depressions during our investigations, it would 
have been difficult to provide suitable water for unr flock. 
I may say here that the operations of the company have 
converted this vast area adjacent to Okeechobee and 
iriekopochee, excepting a narrow margin of row-grass 
which is fast drying up, and in the vb initv <>f F!fdt**atf3g 
Creek into a vast pasturage of dry land. Within this area 
*re tracts, suitable for general cultivation. These v. ill 



be developed as rapidly as transportation renders them 
accessible, and the State can IJook to their Mtrtjf d-velnp. 
ment only tli finish the AgencyW the great Orainage t'ora 
pany. whose oprratioBl first railed attention •«"» this per 
tfon of the Mate and iiis'.iiyil confidence in the fettle 
*sd capitalist. 

Satisfied mo far with I hi* result of rnir ex j edition, v,e 
again headed for the saw-grass region, in which :he 
dredge boat w:is i>|>crating. After a toilsome journey over 
a country which T naturally to be in a state of inundation, 
but which on the contrary I found entirely reclaimed, we 
reached the margin of the saw-grass at a point where the 
dredge was operating. 

Reaching the canal we resumed our journey in a Hteaui 
Yawl, and passed into T>ake Okeechobee to TuBi>ect the 
status nf the waters there, the shores of the lake, and get 
all other information of use to us, that this great Ixidy 
of water might reveal. On arriving. I took a enrsory 
view of the high water mark and comparing 5 t with the 
heights of the shore and concluded, there was no \i-rv 
great rise in the lake during rainy soiisons; which is ihe 
case with all great ls>dies of water, enough """'"haps, to 
keep the water, backed a loot or more over its marginal 
lands most of the time- And here for the firs! time it be- 
gao 1i» occur to me. that the Oratnngc <'ompanv had no 
fcreat problem to solve after all, there was little water to 
be carried off. and there was a drop of Iti.l feet in Ihe 
short distance of 15 miles by which it could be dime. 

It is alleged that some years ago easterly winds banked 
the waters over into the Caloosabatchie valley, ihns dood- 
ad the country. If that was so. in my judgment, the ma- 
terial lowering of the lake's surface and steady r training 
of the canal will exempt it from further abnormal liseB. 

Returning, inspection was next directed to the examina 
tion of the canals, That between Okeechobee and Hicpo- 
chee is on a grade of Ji-10 feet per mile — is 2 2-10 miles 
long with a cross section of 22 by 5J feet containing lil.246 
cubic yards. 

That between Hicpoehee and Lake Flirt is oi: a ;;radc of 
one foot |ier mile, with the same cross section as the laat 
and containing .14 1,322 cubic yards. Distance 76,188 
lineal feet or 1-1 43-1 (Ht miles — Having concluded our in 
fepectiou, we passed down the Catoosahatrhie river, mak 
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ing noteR as we went, of every matter that had any 
bearing upon the objeet of our mission. 

Taking a general view of the whole subject I am con- 
strained to say from observation taken on the spot (hat a 
radical and recent change has taken place in that portion 
of Florida, for the vegetation is rapidly changing its char- 
acter, from the aquatic to the dry land varieties. The saw- 
grasses are disappearing before the highland prairie 
jp-aeses, while the saw palmetto, freBh and new born is 
vigorously hurrying forward its monopoly in spreading 
out its meshes of concatenated roots, far and wide over 
the reclaimed prairies. 

The accompanying letters from reliable und disinter- 
ested parties will go to show that these changes followed 
the operations of the Drainage Company, clearly demon- 
strating that the work of reclamation is successful, which 
is the conclusion, I am constrained to accept from the 
evidence brought to bear. 

So thoroughly impressed with the good results ef ihe 
Drainage Company are the inhabitants of the Caloostihat- 
ehie Valley that they look to the curling clouds of ihe 
smoking dredge wafted on high, as a bow of promise, 
pledged to exempt them in future from floods, and show 
their faith by not bui Iding their houses as heretofore prop- 
ped on stilts, but nearer the ground. 

On our return to Kissimmee, we again inspected ihe 
source of the Okeechobee waters to see what changes, if 
any, had taken place during a month of continuous rain. 
The results were that all the lakes not tapped by i-annls 
had risen four feet, while the others, Tohopekaliga, for in- 
stance, had risen only eleven inches. We fouid the new 
suction boat at work, doubling the depth of the canal, 
between Tohopekaliga and Cypress lakes. This makes 
the fourth dredge in the service of the Company, all of 
which are in working order. 

I have now given yon all the practical knowledge on 
the subject which my observations enabled me to obtain. 
I can only report on the conditions as I found Them, all 
of which tend to cstnblish the fact that the sun-cess <)f the 
scheme is assured. A sufficient quantity of water has 
heen discharged through the canal to have lowered ihe 
surface of Okeechobee fully one and a half fe*>t and what- 
ever may be its rise or fall this relative reduction m ulti- 
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tude, which is constantly increasing, must continue to 
exist. The probability is, the surface fall is mure, for I 
have assumed in the computation an area of one thousand 
square miles for that of the unsurveyed lake, too imi< h, 
and taken the velocity of the canal at ten and n half miles 
per hour instead of taking the velocity of the Cnlooga- 
hati hie at Fort Thompson, where the discharge from hike 
to lake ceases. 

The territory over which the examination extended i>m- 
braced in the appended list of Townships, which in my 
judgment, based on the evidences developed in my investi- 
gation, are permanently reclaimed by the opera lioob of 
the Drainage Company, and will in this respect continue 
to improve as the canals are increased in wid'h and depth, 
provided, the water ways are kept free and unobstructed. 
As to suggestions on future works, I can only sny the 
plans set forth in the several reports of the Chief Engi- 
neer, Col. James M. K reamer, fully meet with my eu dorse- 
men t. 

Uefore closing this report I must acknowledge the as- 
sistance rendered by Cot. Hopkins, whose acquaintance 
w'.th the country is derived from many yean* of exper- 
ience in surveying and reconnoitring all the aurrouudings 
of Lake Okee< hobee. 

Very Respectfully, 

H. S. DUVAL, State Engr." 



Appendix to report of H. S. Duval, State Engineer, 
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\ 




ship J Range. 


Acres. 
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Acres. 


South 


East. 


about. 


South. 


[ East. 


about. 


34 


28 


21,732.15 


35 


34 


■ 23,288.31 


u 


29 


17,439.97 


36 


27 


22,712.22 


" 


30 


22,142.44 


" 


28 


22,569.71 


C< 


31 


23,150.21 


ft 


29 


19,511.24 


4* 


32 


23,107.51 


9 


30 


13,947.56 


a 


33 


23,052.42 


" 


31 


24,477.60 


Si 


34 


23,253.38 


t* 


32 


21.293.02 


35 


28 


23.054.9tt 


it 


33 


24,050.61 


tt 


29 


21,263.20 


m 


34 


23,060.14 


41 


30 


12,540.76 


37 


27 


24,038.49 


a 


31 


15,902.79 


tt 


28 


23,120.34 


'« 


32 


20.263.50 


tt 


29 


19,892.29 


tt 


33 


23J143.26 


tt 


30 


20,711.42 


37 


31 


22,940.00 


42 


30 


22,040.00 


tt 


32 


16,646.11 


(i 


31 


23,040.46 


a 


33 


23,050.00 


43 


22 


4.156.35 
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34 


23,087.30 


u 


23 


22,957.27 


38 


27 


22,972,61 


a 


24 


22,984.14 


tt 


28 


23,146.46 


M 


25 
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u 


29 


23,017.44 


(( 


26 


21,250.21 


<t 


30 
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[I 


27 


21,377.59 


tt 


31 


23,045.20 


U 


28 
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tt 


32 


23,062.14 


« 


29 


20,363.72 


tt 


33 
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It 


30 


19,967.10 


it 


34 


13,040.00 


tt 


31 


18,816.05 


39 


27 


23,061.71 


it 


32 


23,046.32 


u 


28 


23,069.82 


u 


22 


2,728.34 


« 


29 


23,012.51 


tt 


23 


22,365.41 


u 


30 


23,038.25 


It 


24 


17,327.36 


u 


31 


23,082.63 


M 


25 


21,346.85 


tt 


32 


23,140.96 


it 


26 


23,013.43 


tt 


33 


23.040.00 


it 


27 


23,028.86 


40 


27 


23,040.00 


tt 


28 


23,040.57 
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Appendix to report of H. IS. Ihival, State Engineer — Con- 
tinued. 



Town- 
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1 
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! 
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about. 
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u 


28 
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it 


29 


22,785.32 


tt 


29 


23,(U4.71 


u 


30 


22,965.00 


u 
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23,051.12 


u 


31 


23,018.64 


a 


31 


22,079.39 


tt 


32 


22,828.98 


u 


32 
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it 


33 
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41 


26 


23. 102.98 


45 


22 


400.00 


u 


2T 


23.192.82 


<t 


23 


14,420.00 


tt 


28 


23.197.76 


N 


24 


19,343.11 


tt 


29 


23,134.70 


tt 


25 
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ti 


30 


23.1 11.40 


U 


26 


22,978.01 


It 


31 


22,473.66 


u 


27 


22,958.33 


i u 


32 


22.940.00 


tt 


28 


23,055.36 


42 
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74o.27 


tt 


29 


22,731.62 


« 


23 


22.640.67 


li 


30 


22,932.30 


tt 


24 


22.982.13 


« 


31 


23.063.41 


it 


25 


23.046.23 


u 


32 


22,963.24 


it 


26 
27 


23,101.69 
22.970.50 


Total ] 


33 
fo. of a 


23,042.95 


a 


ere* 2,182,412.27 


a 


28 


22.930.68 
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29 


21,932.05 






"H. 8. D." 



"Statement of 3Ir. B. Frazfer, of Fort Thompson, Ca- 
loosahatchie River, Florida. 

Fort Thompson, Monroe Co., Florida. July 281 h, 1884. 
Col. H. S. Duval, State Engineer, 
Dear Sir : 

I would say in reaper t to the results of the opeffttkma 
of the ''Okeechobee Drainage Co.," that I have resided on 
the Caloosahatchie River for many Tears. Have been en- 
gaged in the Cattle business, and other service requiring 
frequent trips into the country north and south of the 
Caloosahatchie river, and in vicinity of Lake Hichpochee 
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and Okeechobee — That for Team I have resided at Ft. 
Thompson, and had occasion to observe the flnetiuitioQB 
on the river at that point during the rainy reason. Trior 
to the construction of the drainage canals, the river at 
Fort Thompson would rise rapidly and the water nould 
remain at a depth of several feet for weeks and mouths, 
covering large areas and injuring the past rage, etc. 
Since the canals have been completed, I note that although 
there is a rise on the river after heavy rains, it is only 
temporary, and passes off in comparatively few hours, 
tfince you have been in the country we have had heavy 
storms which heretofore would have swollen the river 
and done much damage, but you have seen that the cnnals 
pass the water off without trouble or delay. If it was 
not for these caaals there would be three feet of water on 
the surface, near where my house is, and tian conditioi 
would remain for a long period. 

The great grazing country which has beeu developed 
north of the Caloosahatchie river is the effect of perma- 
nent drainage bv the canals of the Okeechobee Compaq v. 
In the vicinity of Istopoga Lake and north, large areas 
heretofore permanently wet are now dry, even during* 
the rainy season. The work of the Company had done the 
country incalculable good, and their work tends to de- 
velope and populate a country heretofore unfit for culti- 
vation or settlement. 

The above indicates some of the advantages already de* 
rived dnring one rainy season. 

I may further state, that had it not been for the drain- 
age canals affording water through the great stock raoge, 
thus developed, our cattle would have suffered mnch dar- 
ing the past season. 

The cattle feeding off the rich marshes would seek the 
canal for water, which it afforded in greatest abundance, 
besides providing an easy avenue of communication. 

I might add much more as to the great benefit derived 
by this section of the State and will at any time be 
pleaded to further present my views. My extensive 
knowledge of the country, enabling me to represent the 
conditions as tbey exist. 
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Witness present, 

J. P. Sharp, H. L. Klausett." 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. I>. BARXE8, Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, 

September 1st, 1884. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 
H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
The Commissioner of Lands was requested to act as 
Secretary pro tem. 

I. The following resolution was adopted: 
Resolved, That the reservation heretofore made by res- 
olution of this Board of the alternate odd numbered 
Sections of Land lying within six miles on either side of 
the Green Cove Springs and Melrose Railroad, between 
Green Cove Springs and Melrose in the State of Florida, 
for the benefit of the Green Cove Springs and Melrose 
Railroad Com pan v, is hereby continued until January 
1st, A. P. 1886. 

II. The following report was presented and ordered 
spread upon the minutes: 

Governor Wm. D. Bloxham, 

President of the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund: 

Dear Sir: As agent of the Atlantic and Gulf CoaBt 
Canal and Okeechobee Land Company, I accompanied 
Col. H. S. Duval, State Engineer, on his recent tour of in- 
spection of the operations, etc., of the Drainage Com- 
pany. 

At Kissimmee we inspected the canals of the Company, 
and the large dredge boats in service in the vicinity. I 
noticed a marked improvement in the condition of the 
lands since my inspection in the spring of 1883. Lake 
Tohopekaliga, covering an area of about twenty six 
square miles, was at that time abont 4£ feet below its 
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normal level, — the efficient work of the canals can best 
be appreciated in the fact, that in June of this year, this 
same lake was about seven feet below its normal level. 
The country adjacent responds to the work of drainage, 
the reclaimed lands being covered in great part by dog 
fennel, millet, and other dry land growths. Some of 
these lands are in cultivation in sugar cane, corn, peas, 
etc., and producing large crops. 

The result of our visit to the Caloosohatchie country, 
although in the rainy season were very encouraging. 
From Myers we drove in a wagon dry shod to the edge of 
the saw grass where the dredge was operating, our pas- 
sage being generally along the foot of the water shed 
we naturally anticipated that the surface , of the soil 
would be covered with water, and it is with pleasure I 
report that we found the surface dry. In conversing 
with permanent residents of the Calooeahatchie Valley, 
I was pleased to nptiee a feeling of security and confi- 
dence inspired by the presence and operations of the 
Okeechobee Drainage Company. 

As the Engineer appointed in the interest of the Okee- 
chobee Company, I am pleased to accept the report of H. 
S, Duval, as presented to the Board of Trustees of In- 
ternal Improvement. 

Yours Respectfully, 
CHARLES F. HOPKINS. 
Agt. A. & O. C. C. & O. L. Co." 
Jacksonville. Fla. ) 
August 25th, 168. < 

HI. Account of D. U. Fletcher, for copy of testimony 
in case of Vnion Trust Co. of N. Y. vs. Trustees et al, 
apprerted or Five 3(1-100 dollar*. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM. 



l*r?sident. 



Attest : 

W. P. BARNES, 

Spcretarv. 
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Tallahassee, Florida. 

September 6th t 1884. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

I*resent: W. I>. RIoxbam, Governor. 
\V. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. I.'Engle, Treasurer. 
George P, Raney, Attorney General. 
P. \V. White, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
The following Resolution as to priority of Rail Roads 
in respect to hiud grants was adopted : 

Resolved, That in our judgment the Florida Southern 
Railway Company formerly called the Gainesville, Ocala 
and Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company, and the 
Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West Railway Com- 
pany, formerly called the Tampa Peace Creek 
and St. Johns River Railroad Company and 
the PenBacola and Atlantic Railroad Company, and 
the Palatka and Indian River Railway Company, for 
such parts of their lines of railroad as they have respec- 
tively constructed have priority of right over the Interna- 
tional Railroad and Steamship Company of Florida, to 
lands granted said Companies, by special acts of the Leg- 
islature of this State, outside of the six mile limit, and 
will have priority of right over said International Rail- 
road and Steamship Company of Florida to lands out- 
side of the six mile limit for Buch parts of their road as 
they may construct hereafter under and in accordance 
with the terms and Conditions of their grant. 

Resolved. That the priorities as between the Railroad 
Companies mentioned above, other than the Interna- 
tiona] Railroad and Steamship Company of Florida, 
shall be settled after further consideration at an early 
meeting of the Roard. 

Resolved further, that the Companies above mentioned 
other than the International Railroad and Steamship 
Company of Florida, have priority of right to lands out- 
Bide the six mile limit over the other Railroad Compa- 
nies which have filed briefs before this Board. 
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adjourned. 
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Tallahassee, Fla., 

September 10 th, 1884. 
Tbe Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 

Henry A, L'Bagle, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands t I. 
The Attorney Genera) was requested to act as Sec- 
retary pro tem. 

The answer of the Trustees to the bill, in equity of JL 
J. Boynton, against the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Pond et al. for re-establishment of lost deeds 
was read by the Attorney General and approved. 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President 
Attest : 

Secretary pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Florida, 

', October 6th, 1884. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Henry A. L'Engte, Treasurer. 
Geo. P. Raney. Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lund* and I. 
The following resolution was adopted : 
Whereas, The Indian River Railway and Transporta- 
tion Company, have failed to furnish evidence that, they 
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have commenced and prosecuted the work ^n their Rail- 
road as provided in their agreement with the Hoard of 
Trustees : 

Resolved. That the reservation of the alternate sections 
of land lying along the surveyed line of the Indian River 
Railway and Transportation Company heretofore made 
in behalf of said Company is hereby cancelled. 

It was also 

Resolved. That the odd-numbered sections of swamp 
and overflowed lands lying within six miles on each side 
of the surveyed line of what is known as the Indian River 
Railway and Transportation Company, extending from 
Enterprise to the Indian River at or near Titnsville, be 
reserved from sale for the benefit of the Atlantic Coast 
Bt. Johns and Indian River Railway Company, until the 
farther orders of this Board, npon condition that said 
Company will commence the work of construction of Mid 
Railroad, on or before the first day of January next, and 
wili prosecute the same with reasonable progress. 

The following accounts were ordered paid : 

H. S. Duval, State Engineer, for Inspection nf Drain- 
age District. Four hundred and fen dollars ($410.00). 

W. D. Barnes, for three months services as Secretary, 
One hundred dollars. * 

C. E. Dyke, for printing, eight dollars ($8.00). 
The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BARKER, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. November 12th. 1884. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 

W. D. Barnes, Coriiptreller. 

Henry A. L'Engfe, Treasurer. 

George P. Raney, Attorney General. 

P. tV. White, Commissioner of Lands k I. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration laid be- 
fore the Board a communication from Hon. J. O. Spew, 
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Tresident of the Apnpka Canal Company, submitting a 
report of the Secretary and Treasurer of said Company 
of expenditures made in the construction of sal id canal, 
and requesting that the monies arising from the sale off 
lands belonging to said Company, he refunded to said 
Company, and it appearing that 300,03 acres of snch land 
had been sold by the Salesman at one dollar per acre, it is 
ordered that the sum of Three hundred and sixty DIM 00 
dollars, be paid over to said Company. 

The following is the report of said Company, signed by 
the President, and Secretary & Treasurer, thereo?: 
"To the H^on. Board of Trustees of the I. T. Fund. Talla- 
hassee, Flo.: 

Gentlemen — In accordance with a resolution adopted 
by your Board on the 10th Feb'y 1881, We hereby hand 
you our report of Expenditures from January ist, 1880. 
to date, in the cutting and constructing a canal from the 
waters of Lake Eustia to those of Lake Apopka. as is 
fully set forth by a contract, made by us with the Trus- 
tees of the 1. 1. Fund, on the 25th of February, 1S79: 

For the year 1880 was expended 9 2,?2fi.0O 

For the year 1881 was expended 4.000.00 

For the year 1882 was expended : 8,750 .00 

For the year 1883 was expended , . . 7.300.00 

For the year 1884 was expended to Sept. lit.. . 5.780. 00 

Making a total of $27,956.00 

State of Florida, { . 
Orange Connty. J 

Ob this day personally appeared before me. a notary 
public of the State of Florida. B. M. Sims, to me Well 
known as the Secretary of "The Apopka Caral Company" 
who being duly sworn, says that the above is a true state- 
meat of the Expenditures in said work, and that the 
vouchers lor the same are on file in the Office of said Sec- 
retary, subject to the inspection of the Trustees of the 1. 
L Fund, or their accredited Agent at any time. 

r. 
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Witness my hand and *eal at Ocoee on >.h? 4 th Anj of 
October 1884. 

Ft. if. SIMS, 
R. B. T. Roper, Pee. k Treas. Apopka 

Xotarr Public. Canal Co. 

(Seal) J. G. SPEER. 

Pres't A. C. Co." 

John M. Bryan, Agent of Apopka Canal Company, ap- 
plied to have certificate No. 12,449 embracing the N^ of 
the BWl of Section 14. T 20 S. R 26 E, cancelled, it being 
land sold to Charles T. Smith, as the property of the said 
Canal Company— and both parties desiring the cancella- 
tion, it is Ordered that the same be cancelled and that 
Eighty dollars, the amount of purchase, be refunded. 

Account of C. E. I>yke. for printing fior Salesman's 
Office amounting to Seven 30-100 dollars, ordered paid. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. D. BARXES, Secretart. 



Tallahassee, Florida, November 17th, J 884. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: W. I>. Bloxham. Governor. 

W. 1). Barnes, Comptroller. 

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

Geo. P. Raney, Attorney Genera'. 

P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands & I. 

Col. W. T. Forbes, representing the Florida Land and 
Improvement Company and the Atlantic and Gulf Coast 
Canal and Okeechobee Land Company and F. T. Myers, 
Esqr., representing the Jacksonville. Tampa ;tnd Key 
West Railway Co., appeared before the Board and in he- 
half of their respective Companies agreed to the arrange- 
ment embodied in the following resolution which was 
adopted by the Board : 

Resolved, In the matter of contented claims to lands 
between the (1) Florida Land and Improvement Ooni- 
pany, (2) the Atlantic and Golf Coast Canal and Okee- 
chobee Land Company, <3) and the Jacksonville, Tampa 
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and Key West R. R. Company, That upon the filiug with 
the Commissioner of Lands of a a agreement of compro- 
mise to be s".gned by W. T. Forbes, represent in g the first 
two Com panics and by W. S. Cbishohn, representing the 
last Company, this Hoard aut'ior 17.es the issoe t>f deed* to 
the first two Companies for Buch lands in the even sections 
as may be specified in said compromise, and to the Jack- 
sonville, Tampa and Key West R. R. Co. for the remainder 
of lands under conteBt— the lands to be conveyed to the 
Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West R. R. Co, to be con- 
veyed as a part of the Special Grant of ten thousand acres 
per mile, made to said Company under the Act of March 
4th, IsT'J, with the understanding that if it should here- 
after be determined either by this Board or the Courts 
that said Railway Company is entitled to make up defi- 
ciencies in the alternate sections within six miles from the 
alternate sections within twenty miles that the quantity 
of lands so conveyed shall be allowed to go to making up 
said deficiency and a like quantity be conveyed to said 
Company from other lands in lieu thereof under the 
Special Grant. 

The Board then proceeded to consider the question of 
priority of the several Railroads claiming lands under 
Special Legislative G<rant<»,— And having fully considered 
the briefs submitted by the several Roads, adopted the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund, that in our opinion the order of priority in which 
the Railroad Companies hereafter referred io will be enti- 
tled to "Swamp and overflowed lands" outside of fhe 
"six mile limit" claimed under Statutes of Florida is as 
follows : 

First. The Florida Southern Railway Company, claim- 
ing under the provisions of Chapter 3167, Laws of Flor- 
ida, and the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West Rail- 
road Company, claiming under the provhvim<j of Chapter 
3168 and 3333, will be entitled first in orrtev of priority 
over all other Companies, provided however that a? to 
any railroad which has been constructed by the said Jack- 
sonville, Tampa and Key West Railroad Company, in the 
counties of Duval and Clay we do not deem it to be neces- 
sary to decide at this time any- question of priority which 
can arise as between said two Companies out of the fact 
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that Duval and Clay conn ties lire net mimed in Chapter 
3108 — As to any railroad constructed by said Jackson- 
ville, Tampa and Key West Railroad Company, in any 
county except Clay & Duval, and as to any railroad con- 
structed by the Florida Southern Railway C mi puny. We 
hold said two companies to stand upon an equality as to 
each other on the question of priority of the land grants 
claimed by them. 

Seconds Next to the above Companies in order of priori- 
ty we hold the Pensacola and Atlantic Railroad Company, 
claiming under Chapter 3333 to stand, it beiag also ahead 
of all other Companies than tho&o named above. 

Third. That nothing in this resolution shall be con- 
strued as a conveyance or surrender of any lands to any 
of said Companies— by the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund, before the indebtedness ol the Internal 
Improvement Fund shall all be taken up and cancelled. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, President. 

W. I>. BARNES, Secretary . 



Tallahassee. Florida, November 2Gth, lSS-l. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. P. Bloxham. Governor. 

W. I). Barnes, Comptroller. 

Henry A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 

Geo. P. Baney, Attorney General. 

P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands ai.d I. 

The report of James, M. Dancy, who was appointed to 
examine the Southern or Caloosahatchie Hi vision of the 
Drainage District was submitted and read to the ISoard 
and approved — and ordered spread upon the minutes, 
Whereupon it was 

Received that t-he Salesman he instructed to prepare 
deeds for the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and Ofceecho- 
tw bnd Company, to such of the land embraced in saifi 
report as they ar* entitled to under their contract of 
drainage. — The report referred to is in words and figures 
as follows : 
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'■To the Honorable President and Gentlemen of ihc Board 
of Trustees Internal Improvement Fund of Htate of 
Florida : 

Dear Sir — On the receipt of your instructions to me 
by letter dated October loth, 1884, I proceeded wifh as 
little delay as possible to Kispimmee City, accompanied 
by Cok J. M. Kreamer, Chief Engineer of the Okeechobee 
Drainage Company, for the purpose of examining Drain- 
age District No. 2 reported upon by Col. II. S. Duval, 
dated August 18th, 1884. 

1st. I proceeded to examine the Kissiuimee Valley on 
both sides of the river to its entrance into Lake Okeecho- 
bee. I find the prairies on both sides of -aid river per- 
fectly dry and ready for cultivation, as an evidence to me 
of what effect the lowering of the waters <>f thin vast and 
extensive valley has had upon the higher and surround- 
ing country is in the fact that all cattle paths used by 
them in a dry season from one deep pond to another, and 
from prairie to prairie, thence into the main river or 
canal have in many instances cut large beds of streams 
from 6 to 10 feet wide, and in many places 2 to (> feet 
deep, and these are now dry, and that at what the j»eople 
of that country call a very wet season, these drains 18 
months ago were not known showing conclusively that 
the water level of this entire valley has been lowered to 
that extent. The extensive saw grasses, the dread of 
Government Surveyors along the valley and more particu- 
larly on the Northern borders of Lake Okeechobee are en- 
tirely disappearing from the prairies, and a different 
growth of succulent weeds, and prairie grasses, is rapidly 
taking its place. 

2d. I examined the Istokpoga Valley and Lake margin 
with the same results, all streams of any Mza are entirely 
within their banks, and lauds on either side dry enough 
for cultivation, 

3d. I examined carefully the Northern burderB of Lake 
Okeechobee and find the prairie the same. I penetrated 
the Fisheating Creek country, a fine navigable creek with 
miles and miles of the finest prairie lands in the State, 
the extensive saw grasses all gone and dry lands reudy 
for cultivation. The Creek is entirely within its brinks 2 
feet or more. 
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4th. T traversed the Western Shore of f^ake Okcecho 
bee with the Mime results the lake now has i defined mar- 
gin, and that margin, and prairie as far 3» the eye can 
reach is i ml ting on a new grswth both of plant* and 
grasses and grasses which do not giow in water. 

nth. I next entered the canal which is cut into Lake 
Hiehpochee, a lake which United States Surveyors neret 
found, taking it for granted it was all ^ vast saw grass 
This lake as Lake Okeechobee has now defined margins, 
the prairies at least three feet above the water level, 
and dry enough for cultivation. From this lake the 
oanal has been since Col. Dutal's ermaination partially 
cut to double its original width to Lake Flirt, the head of 
Catoosa ha tehee River, a distance of 22 mile», and I can 
assure you that at this time just at the end of a severe 
rainy season water can not sta} in thnt country, with a 
current of from 4 to 6 miles per hour pouring through the 
canal and over the rock rapids at Fort Thompson. J pie- 
diet that in less than one month Lake Flirt will lie a take 
of the past, for the dry prairie now extends at least one 
fourth mile out into it, and it will very soon be within Ihe 
banks of the canal. 

From this point, Fort Thompson. I made a thorough 
examination of the lands north and south of raloosahat- 
chie River, accompanied by one of the oldest resi dents of 
this section of the country. I told him I wished to pass 
through the lowest section of ilw country and he eTen 
took us into a cypress swamp wh**re he said two jears 
ago the water usually stood to the depth of two feet, now 
entirely drv and all smnll streams with little or no water 
in them, the prairies which two years ago cattle could 
not ge't into — they are now at this season of the year feed- 
ing in them, when they usually feed on the higher lands. 
This entire section of country embracing as it does some 
of the first lands in the State is now in a condition for 
settlement and cultivation. 

All Settlers along the banks of Caloosahntchie River 
agree that the work accomplished by the Drainage Co. 
has already been of incalculable benefit to that entire 
section of country, and in my judgment with at least five 
months of comparative winter reason to drain, with the 
water that is now running out of ihe i-anul, no future 
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fear* need be apprehended from flood Reasons in the upper 
Calooaahatchie Valley, and the land" of this entire valley 
are dry and susceptible of cultivation, and the same co» 
be said of the lands along Chariot !? Harbor. 

It is useless for me to spend any timo in describing the 
canals. 

I have endeavored to make myself understood with ref- 
erence to the connections which each valley has to the 
channel or canal into which it is to he drained and have 
thus connected them from the yreat lakes of the Kissi na- 
me* to Okeechobee, and from Okeechobee to the entrance 
of Caloosabatchie into the Golf of Mexico, and up Char- 
lotte Harbor as far as the district extends. 

The TownBhips which I will include in this report in 
addition to those reported upon by Col. Duval, and ex. 
amiaed by me, are as follows: Eleven Township** omit 
ted from niy last report, viz : 
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23,146.46 
23,017.44 
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23,012.51 
23,038.26 
23,082.63 
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23,013.43 
23,028.86 
23,040.57 
22,785.32 
22,965.00 
23,018.64 
22,828.98 
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I bow* {rt-rgnnallr examined the lands embraced in the 
above li.-fs and find that they have been permanently 
drained, and reclaimed by The operations of the Atlantic 
and < in If ("oast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company, 
and rendered* fit for cultivation. 

It is ray opinion That should the Drainage Company 
keep The streams, and canals even in the condition that 
thev arc now in— the country will never suffer from 
flood seasons again, but will constantly improve and be- 
come better drained. 

I was engaged about one month in making the exami- 
nation, and devoted my whole time to it. 

I append The sTatement of Mr. W. B. Frazier, and con- 
firmation bv F. O'Neill, to this report. 

I am Yours Respectfully. 
I Signcdt JAMES M. DANCY, 

State Agent." 

*■ Statement made to .Tames M. Daney. State Agent, by 
Mr. \Y. B. Frazier. of Fort Thompson, and confirmed bv 
F. O'Neill. 

Dear Sir: Since my statement to Col. H. S. Duval, 
made in July of this year, we have, had what I regard as 
a very rainy season— the heavy rains continuing into Oc- 
tober, I have carefully remarked the effect on the coun- 
try north and south of the Caloosahatehie Itiver and in 
the vicinity of Lake Okeechobee. Istapoga. etc. 

During an experience of twelve years in this vieinitv 
I have not witnessed n heavier rainy season. Although 
this has t>et'n The ease 1 find during my frequent trips into 
the country that the entire eottntry is actually reclaimed 
— the cypress ponds are dry — and the beds of all the 
streams leading into the main canals of The Drainage 
Company, and into the river below are dry or nearly so. 

This was not the case prior to the construction of the 
canals. The prairies were wet and the sloughs, and cy- 
press [Kinds full of water and overflowing at this season 
of the year. 

I am free to say that at no time since the. big overflow 
has the country been so dry. and this is remarkable from 
the fact that we are at the wind up of a Very wet season. 

This is evident to us all, the result of the great work 
performed by the Drainage Company, which has been 



steadily engaged to my certain knowledge since the win- 
ter of 1881. 

I regard this country as reclaimed by their operations 
and 1 have no fears that the higk waters will ever incon- 
venience us again. 

I have occasion to go into, the woods daily and am 
frequently a been t for several weeks at a time, and have 
but recently returned from a long trip into the country 
and know that the country is dry for miles North and 
fcontb of the river. 

The cattle which usually feed particularly at this sea- 
son of the year on higher lands, have already gone into 
the low country many miles South, where they get new 
grass growing on soil which has been reclaimed, and 
which heretofore was under water. 

It is hardly necessary to say that the long. trips which 
you have taken ever the country for the past few days 
fully proves the correctness of my assertions and a more 
extended examination will further confirm the same. 

{ Signed) W. B. FRAZIER." 
Witness j 

C. P. Rndd. * 
F. O'Neill. 1 
Fort Thompson, Fla.. Nov. 5th. 1884." 

Note — In conversing with Mr. W. B. Frazier, and otfc- 
ers along the Caloosahatchie Valley I learn that the big 
overflow occurred about the year 1878 or '79, before work 
was commenced bv the Drainage Company. 

'(Signed) JAMES M. PANCY, 

State Agent." 

The Board then adjourned. 

TV. B. BLOXHAM. 

President. 

Attest : 

W. I). BARNES. 

Secretarv. 



Tallahassee. Florida. December 18th, 1884. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Rresent: W. D. Bloxham. Governor. 
H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and I- 
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The Commissioner of Lands was requested to act aa 
Secretary pro tem. 

The Indian River Railway and Tiansportation Com- 
pany, asked for an extension of the time allowed ihem for 
commencing the work of constitution on their road from 
January 1st to February 1st, 1885, Whereupon it was 

Resolved, That the time fixed by resolution of this 
lioard on Oct. (ith, 1884, for the commencement of work 
on the Indian River Railway and Transportation Com- 
pany's road, be extended to February first 1885; subject 
to the conditions of said resolution of tith October 1884. 

H. S. Duval, State Engineer, reported that he bad in- 
spected twenty miles of the Tropical Florida Railroad, 
South of Wild wood to Section Seven, in Township twen- 
ty-two South of Range twenty- two East, and approved 
the same. 

It appearing to the Board that Lot Jsix of Section 
Eleven in Township Nineteen South of Range Twenty -six 
East, was a part of Lots two and three of said Section 
by the Original survey thereof and by the map thereof 
on file in the State Land Ofhcc, 

And it appearing further to the Board that said Lots 
two and three were entered by A. 8. Pendry, of Orange 
County, in the State of Florida, in the year 187(5, in the 
United States Land Office — and said Lot 6 embraced as 
aforesaid in said Lots two and three having been errone- 
ously Patented by the United States to the State of 
Florida by Supplement "A" to Special Indemnity Patent 
No. 3, dated April 10th 1883, 

lie it therefore Resolved that the Trustees aforesaid 
will release to the said A. S. Pendry, all right, title, inter- 
est, and claim of the State of Florida in and to said Lot 
six of Section Eleven in Township Nineteen South of 
Range Twenty-six East, containing nine acres of land 
more or lets, so erroneously patented to the State as afore- 
said, — 

And it is Ordered that the Salesman of the Board pre- 
pare a deed of release of said land to the said Pendry. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Beeretary pro tem. " 
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Tallahassee, Florida. December 22d, 1884. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : W. D. Bloxham, Governor. 

H. A, L'Engle, Treasurer. 

Geo, P, Kaney, Attorney General. 

P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands & I. 

The Commissioner of Lands was appointed fiect'y pro 
tem. 

It was Ordered that the account of Messrs. Fleming 
& Daniels, for fees for services rendered as Attorneys of 
the Trustees of the I. I. Fund, in the cases of Union 
Trust Company, and W. H. GHeason vs. the Trustees, 
amounting to Three hundred dollars, be allowed and that 
the same be paid by the Treasurer of the Board. 

It was also Ordered that the bill of G. B. Spark man, 
for money paid to Wm. C. Brown, Esqr., Clerk of Hills- 
borough County, for recording Deed of Hamilton Diss- 
ton, to Trustees for Settler's land, amounting to Four 
40-100 dollars, be allowed and that the same be paid by 
the Treasurer of the Board. 

Tne application of the Florida Land aiid Mortgage 
Company, to be allowed to exchange the lands embraced 
in Entry No. 12.699 for other lands embraced in List filed 
with the Board, was granted, provided the lands em- 
braced in said List are not covered by any prior claim, 
said entry to lie made upon filing in State Land Office a 
Deed of said Company re-conveying to the Trustees the 
lands exchanged. 

The application of Messrs. Williams and ,Swunn, 
former Agents for the Selection of, State lands, was con- 
sidered by the Board, Whereupon it was Ordered that 
ujmn filing in the State Land Office a list of lands se- 
lected by Williams, Kwaun and Corley, which have not 
yet been patented to the State, they be permitted to se- 
lect of such lands a sufficient quantity to cover the 
amount of compensation which may be due to them upon 
Id rnjs selected by them when the same shall be patented, 
and that tiiKm filing in the State Lain! Office a list of 
lands so selected as compensation the same be withdrawn 
from market and held for such compensation— And to be 
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deeded to them from time to time us Much compensation 
may become due as said lauds may be patented. 
Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President. 
Secretary pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Florida, December 23d, 1884. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present : W. 1). Bloxhani, Governor. 
Heai-y A. L'Eugle, 

1'. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 

The Commissioner of Lands and Immigration was 
appointed 'Secretary pro tern. 

Col. \V. T. Forbes, Land Commissioner of the Florida 
Land and Improvement Company, appeared before the 
Board, and stated that he was prepared to take all the 
lands which his Company was entitled to locate with 
floats except about twelve thousand acres. The Board 
informed Col. Forbes that if he held back any floats it 
would be at the risk of the Company. The Board agreed 
to permit him to take the balance of bis float lauds with- 
out regard to the date of filing of his lists of. selections. 

Mr. F. T. Myers, appeared before the Hoard iu behalf 
of the Plant Investment Company, and Jacksonville, 
Tampa and Key West Railway Company and filed the* 
following resolutions: 

"Whereas at a meeting of the Directors of the Jackson- 
"ville, Tampa and Key West Railway Company held on 
"the tenth day of November. 1883, the following resolu- 
tion was passed : ■ 

"Whereas the portion of this Company's Rail Road 
"from Tampa to Kissimmee. City, including the portion 
"of the branch extending therefrom to or near Bartow in 
*Polk County is under contract for construction by the 
"Plant Investment Company and a part of the consid- 
eration to be paid to the said Plant Investment Com ; 
"pany is all the alternate sections of lands granted by 
"the State of Florida to this Company to which it is 6r 
"may be entitled by reason of the construction of the 
"portions of its Road or parts thereof as aforesaid. 
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"Now be it Revolted LhaL the Trustee* i»f ; ti«- lutfrnai 
"Improvement Fund of Florida be auj they are hereby 
"requested, authorized and directed to convey by deed or 
"otherwise to the said Plant Investment Company or its 
''assigns alt the alternate sectiong of land to which this 
'•Company is or may be entitled under any of the laws of 
"the State of Florida, by reason of the const tuition of the 
"said Railroad from Tampa to Kisstuimee City and the 
"said branch to or near Bartow, and whereas at a meet- 
ing of the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
"ment Fund of the State of Florida, held on Monday, 
"November seventeenth 1884, the following Resolution 
"was passed: 

"Resolved : In the matter of contested claims to lands 
"between the (1) Florida Land and Improvement Com- 
"pany, (2) The Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and Okee- 
"chobee Land Company, and (3) The Jacksonville, 
"Tampa and Key West Railway Company, that upon the 
"filing with the Commissioner of Lands of an agreement 
"of compromise to be signed by W. T. Forbes, represent- 
"ing the first two Companies and by W. 8. Chisholm, 
"representing the last Company, this Board authorizes 
"the issue of deeds to the first two Companies for such, 
"lands in the even Sections as may be specified in said 
"compromise and to the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key 
"West Railway for the remainder of lands under contest. 
"The lands to be conveyed to the Jacksonville, Tampa 
"and Key West Railway Company to be conveyed as a 
"part of the special grant of teu thousand acres per mile 
"made to said Company under the act of March 4th 
"1879, with the understanding that if it should hereafter 
"be determined either by this Board or the Courts that 
"said Railway Company is entitled to make deficiencies 
"in the alternate sections within six miles from the alter- 
nate sections within twenty miles, that the quantity of 
"lands so conveyed shall be allowed to go to making up 
"such deficiency and a like quantity be conveyed to said 
"Company from other lands in lien thereof under the 
"Special Grant. Now be it Resolved that the Trustees 
"of the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida be and 
"they are hereby requested, authorized and directed to 
"convey by deed or otherwise to the Plant Investment 
"Company or its assigns the lands authorized to be con- 
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"veyed to the Jackson ville, Tampa and Key WeBt Rail- 
"way Company under and by virtue of the aforesaid 
" Resolution of the said Trustees. Be it farther Resolved 
"that this resolution be entered ujion the minutes of this 
"Company and a true extract certified under the corpor- 
ate seal of this Company signed by the President and 
"attested by the Secretary in the presence of at least two 
"witnesses one of whom shall he a Commissioner of 
"Deeds for the State of Florida and be delivered to the 
"said Plant Investment Company. 

"It is hereby certified that the foregoing is a copy of a 
"resolution passed by the Board of Directors of the Jack- 
"sonville. Tampa and Key West Railway Company, at a 
meeting of said Board held at the Office of the Com- 
"panv in the Citv of New York on the 4th dav of Decern* 
"ber, 1884. 

" GEO. M. BARTHOLOMEW, President 

"In presence of 
"E. B. Powers, 
"Charles Nettleton. 

"Commissioner for Florida (Commissioner's Seal), 
"in New York. 
"(Corporation Seal) Attest. 

CHARLES C. DEMING. Secretary pro tern." 

The Board also directed the Salesman to prepare 
Deeds conveying to the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key 
West Railway Company, such quantity of landfi granted 
'to the State of Florida by Act of Congress of September 
28th, 1850, and lying nearest that part of its road be- 
tween Tampa and Kissimmee as will make, with the lands 
authorised to be conveyed to it by Resolution of the 
Board passed November 17tb. 1884. ten thousand acres 
per mile of road constructed between said points. 

The Board then adjourned. 

Attest: W. D. BLOXHAM, 

President- 
Secretary pro tern. 
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Tallahassee, Florida. January Cth, 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : William 1). Bloxham, flmernic. 
William I>. Barnes. Comptroller. 
George P. Raney, Attorney General. 
P.- W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
Tie following report of the State Engineer was read 
and ordered spread upon the minutes: * 

"Tallahassee. Dec. 23d, J 884. 
"Hon. W. I>. Barnes. Sect'y Trustees I. I. Fund : 

Sir — Agreeable to instructions received on the 23d in at., 
I certify that I have inspected what is known us the 
Punta Rassa branch of the Jacksonville, Taiupa and Key 
West Railway extending over a distance of Seventeen 
miles and being constructed by the most approved sjtecifi- 
i -at ions, I am constrained to approve the same. 

Respectfully, 

H. S. DUVAL." 
The following accounts were allowed and ovdeml paid ■ 
H, B. Duval, for inspecting Peninsular R. B. from 

Wildwood Southward 2(1 miles f 125.00 

Hon. P. W. White, Expenses in Sale of I. L Lauds f&.ttfj 
W. D. Barnes. Salarv as Set t*v for Oct., Nov & 

Dec. >M 100.00 



$294.00 
H. S. Duval, for inspecting Bartow Bra neU S. F. 

R. R 125.00 



$419.00 
The Board then adjourned. 
A ttesf : W. D. B LOX H A M, P residen L 

W. D. BARNES, Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. January 13th, 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
PreseDt: Edward A, Perry. Governor. 

George P. Raney. Attorney General. 
W. D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
P. W. White. Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 



^ 
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It was ordered that M. S. Littlefleld, lie paid Hie sum 
of Three hundred dollars, for expenses ia attend! wx at 
Tallahassee to pive evidence, as witness "n the fuses of 
the Union Trust Company vs. Trustees I. I. Fund, ct a)., 
and W. H. U lesson vs. Trustees I. I. Fund. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. I». BARNES, Presides. 

Setyetary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, January 2!>tli. 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. Perry, Governor. 
Henry A. L'Eflgle, Treasurer. 
William P. Barnes, Comptroller. 
P. YY. White, Commissioner of I .a mis and 
Immigration. 
An applioitiou from W. B. Watson, in l>ehatf of the At- 
lantic Coast— St. .Johns and Indian Hiver Railway dun 
pany, asking that further time be allowed for commencing 
work, was laid before the Board, and on motion it is or 
dered that the time be extended to the first day of May 
next. 

The account of Philip Walker for making record in the 
mutter of the petition of J. F. Towusend. for appeal to 
Supreme Ct. U. S. was allowed at f 103.25. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W, D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida'. February 18th, 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. Perry. Governor. 

W. P. Barnes. Comptroller. 

H. A. L'Engle. Treasurer. 

C. M. Cooper, Atty General. 

P. W. White. Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
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The Board proceeded to elect a Treasurer for tlie Iate ,> - 
nal Improvement Fund of Florida, and on motion o* Mr. 
L'Engle, L>r. Edward 8. Crill, was unanimously fleeted. 

On motion it was ordered that the Treasurer of this 
Board be. required to give bond in the sum of Tea thou 
sand dollars, and that he be paid a salary of Six hundred 
dollars per annum, 

A committee consisting of the Attorney General, Com* 
oiissioner of Lands and Immigration, and Comptroller 
were appointed to examine the books and accounts of 
Treasurer L'Engle, and make report to th? Board. 

The Board theu adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. IX BABNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, February 251 h, 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands & Im- 
migration. 

The following order was passed: 

Whereas, John Bibby, of Suwannee County has repre- 
sented to the Board that he was mistaken in the descrip- 
tion of the land he applied for by installment application 
No. 57 of Entry No. 11,429. being the E£ of NE$ of Sec- 
tion 9, T 6 S, B 15 E, and that his intention was to apply 
for the 81 of NEJ of same section. And Whereas be has 
made payment of first installment for the land applied 
for and is ready to make the second payment, but bt fore 
doing so wishes the mistake aforesaid corrected and ibfi 
payment already made and those to be made hereafter to 
be applied to the purchase of the 8| of NEJ of s^aid sec 
tion. Therefore it is ordered by the Board that Ertry 
No. 11,429 be changed from the' EJ of NEJ to the 84. of 
NE} of Section 9, T 6 S, B 15 E, and that the payment 
already made and payments hereafter to T >e made be ap- 
plied to said Entry as hereby changed. 

The following was also passed : 
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It apjicaring to the Board by the affidavit of Jartics A, 
Ihiughtry,, that the entry of lands made for hiu» by John 
W. \Vhidden, and conveyed to bim by Deed No. 11,734, to 
wit the SWi of NWJ and the HW| of SWJ Section 34, 
T 35 8, R 34 E, was erroneous, and the said J amen A. 
Daughtry, having returned to the Commiasiomr of Lauda 
and Immigration Raid I teed, and by deed conveyed and re- 
leaned to the Trustees of the Interna! Improvement Fund 
the land so erroneously entered. It i» order*-! that the 
wiid Entry No. 11.754 be cancelled and that the sum of 
seventy-twu dollars and seven cents paid by said Uaugh- 
try for said land be refunded to him and that he be 
allowed to enter therewith the SWJ of SWJ Sec 27 and 
the NWi of NW] of Sec. 34 in T 35 S, R 32 E. 

The Boar*! then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. I>. BARNES, t Governor. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. March ?ftth, 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. ferry. Governor. 
Edward S. frill. Treasurer. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 
On the application of John A. Henderson, Esqr., State 
Agent, for leave to revise his Entry No. t2.75'J, It is or- 
dered that said entry be revised by striking nit therefnnn 
the foHawmg described lands to wit: 
Lots 3 and 4 of Section 2t, T 44 S. R 22 E.. . . !>3.tifi acres 

Ej. of NE] of Section 28 T 44 S. R 22 E Sfl.00 rcres 

1>ot* 2. 5 & fi of Section 27 T 44 S. R 22 E 123.JW acres 

Ixits 2. 3 k » k 38-1(1 acres of 

East portion of Lot 4 of Section 34 T 44 S. II 

22 E 21 1 M acres 



849,37 acre* 
and that said entry he cancelled as to :*nid land*, and 
tbat there be substituted in lieu thereof and as :wirt ot 
said entry the following to wit : 



340 

WJ of SE4. of Sec. 4, T 44 8. K 22 E, 80.00 >urea, 8, of 
Section C, T 44 8, R 22 E, 320.04 acres, and NJ of NEi 
BEi of NEi, KJ of 8Ei & 8EJ of SEJ Section 7, T 44 H, 
B 22 E, 240.00 making a total of 640.04 -icrea, »nd that 
deeds do issue for said substituted hi mis. instead of those 
stricken out. • 

The following bills were presented and ordered paid: 

J. T. Crawford, for Clerical work .? 14.W 

Miss George for telegram Atty General, .50 

The Hoard then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, Preaideut. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 11th, 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. Perry. Governor. 
Edward 8. Grill, Treasurer. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller, 
r. W. White, Commmissioner >.l Lauds & 
Im. 
The committee appointed Feby 18th to nxaminj the ac- 
counts of H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer, submitted the follow- 
ing report : 

"Tallahassee, Fla., Mch. 11th, 1885. 

To the Board of Trustees of the I. I. Fund of Fla. 

The Committee appointed to examine the accounts of 
H. A. L'Engle, Treasurer of the I. I. Fund beg leave to 
report that they have had all the Vouchers for expendi- 
tures made by him examined, and find that they corre- 
spond with the credits on bis books, -and that lie has re- 
ceipt from E. S, Crill, present Treasurer for balance of 
funds on hand. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. !>. BARNE8. Comptroller. 
P. W. WHITE, Commissioner, &c. M 
Whereupon the following resolution was offered and 
adopted : 
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Resolved that the report of the Com mi t tee he UOBlMd, 
and that the thanks of the Board be tendered to She Hon. 
Henry A. I/Engle, for the faithful and satisfactory man- 
ner in which he has discharged his duties us Trca«u m- of 
this Itoard for the last four years, and that his liond as 
nn'h Treasurer be now surrendered to him. 

The Itoard then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. I>. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 15th, 188G. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

Edward 8. Grill, Treasurer. 

W, D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

P. W. White, Commissioner, &c. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the Annual report 
of the Hon. J. G. Speer, President of the Apopka Canal 
Company, of the operations of said Company for the year 
1884, showing that they had expended In the work up to 
December 31st last Thirty thousand dollars, and that the 
work whs being carried on with satisfactory dispatch 
which rejMjrt was ordered filed. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

President 
Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. April 8th, 1886. 
The Board met i"n the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. Perry, Governor. 
Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C M. 0«w>jK>r. Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands & Im. 
The report of H. R. Duval, Engineer, noon twelve miles 
of the St. Johns and Halifax River Railway, was ordered 
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to be spread upon the minutes of the Board and is as 
follows ; 

"River Junction. Fla.. Feb'y 27th. 1885. 
Hon. TV. T>. Barnes. Reefy I. I. Fund. 

Sir: I hereby certify that I did in obedience to your 
instructions on tke 9th inst.. inspect on the 13th inst., 
twelve miles of the St. Johns and Halifax River Railway. 

The iron is 30 lbs. rails full spiked, while nearly all of 
the cross-ties are of a most excellent quality, and whai 
few inferior ones remain are being rapidly replaced by 
the new ties of 8 ft. in length. Although, in a Jew 
places better ballasting should be expected, proper ma- 
terial for that purpose is not convenient until the road 
reaches the sand hills- four miles ahead : its full length 
of 14 miles being all located in low wet. swamp land. 

This makes the third in«|>ection of the same line of 
road which I have made and heretofore declined to ac- 
cept. I see now no good reason for continuing to do bo, 
and will approve twelve miles of the same, beginning on 
the banks of the St, Johns River. 

Respectfully. 
H. S. DUVAL. State Engineer.'' 

The Stale Engineer having approved of twelve miles of 
the St. Johns and Halifax Kiver Railway, as constructed 
for that distance beginning at the hanks of the St. Johns 
River, Hon. Hugh A. Corley. appeared before the Hoard 
and applied for the alternate sections of land lying on 
t"ith sides of said line of Road for six miles. And it was 
ordered that the Salesman be instructed to prepare deeds 
for such lands lying in the odd-numbered sections for six 
miles on both sides of said road as to which there is no 
conflict in the reservation, It being understood that all 
questions of conflict with other roads as to reservations 
are held for future determination. 

Mr, Corley also applied in behalf of the Fernandina 
and Jacksonville R. R. for the lands lying within the 
Iwenty mile limit on the east side of said line of road to 
make up the deficiency within the six mile limit. It wae 
ordered that deeds be made for the lands as applied for, 
within the twenty mile limit named. 

Messrs. Candler, Conant and Henderson, appeared be- 
fore the Board in behalf of the Florida Southern Railway 
Company, and made application for the lands earned by 



the construction of seventy additional miles of Baid Road, 
which had been inspected and approved by the State 
Examiner. Action postponed. 

It was ordered that II. A. Corley, be paid Thirty one 
90-100 dollars, for attendance as a witness before P. T. 
Myers, Master to take testimony in the case of the Union 
Trust Company vs. The Trustees I. I. Fund. 

Application of S. Conaut, General Manager, of the 
Florida Southern Railway Company to have thirty miles 
of additional road, from Leeshurg to Pemberton's Ferry, 
inspected, was laid before the Board, and the Secretary 
was requested to instruct H. H. Duval, State Engineer, 
to make the inspection and r.'jiort to the Board. * 

A. ]>. Chappell, President of the Blue Springs, Orange 
City and Atlantic Rail Koad Company, having filed a 
properly authenticated plat of survey of the line of said 
Company V Koad. and applied for a withdrawal from 
market of the odd-numbered sections of land granted by 
Act of Cougress of September 28th, 1850, lying within 
six miles on both sides of said line of road, it was Or- 
dered by the Board that the said sections of land be re- 
servod for (he benefit of said Company, subject to any 
former reservations made by the Board, and subject to 
the right of actual settlers on Baid lands at the time of 
reservation to purchase their improvements to the extent 
of 160 acres, from the State, and subject also to the fur- 
ther orders of this Board. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest ' 

W. D. BARNES, President 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 9th, 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. Perry, Governor. 
Edward S- Crill, Treasurer. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
P, W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration, 
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The following bills were presented and ordered paid: 

Dorr and Bowen, for printing two hundred copies of 
Secretary's report, Thirty dollars ($30.00). 

W. N. Baker, for expense* to Savannah to convey Tal- 
lahassee Uiii I Road bonds and procure endorsement of 
General Jackson of agreement as to payment of 50 per 
cent on game, Seventeen 05-100 ($17.05). 

Postage for Salesman's Office, for months of Jolj, 
Aug., Sept., Oct., Nov. & Dec '84, and Jany 1885, One 
hundred imd one 85-100 dollars ($101.85). 

J. W. Sackett, for copies of plats of lands, Five 50-100 
dollars ($5,50). 

C. E. Dyke, for printing for Salesman's Office, Twenty 
five 50-100 dollars ($25.50). 

Labor in Salesman's Office, One miliar. 

F. T. Myers, for taking testimony as Examiner in easel 
of Union Trust Company and W. II. Gleason vs. Trus- 
tees, Forty five 85-100 dollars ($45.85). 

It was ordered that the Secretary of the Board receive 
(or Salary ons hundred dollars *(f 100.00) for each quar- 
ter of 3 mos, to be paid on his requisition. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. April 10th, 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. Perry, Governor. 
Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. 
William D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands & Im. 
The following resolution was adopted: 
Resolved, That it is the determination of this Board 
that they will withhold from all Railroad Companies 
which have Legislative land grants in addition to Alter- 
nate Sections, one third of the lands or so much there- 
of an may be necessary to satisfy the estimated amount 
which has been and may ba required to relieve the In- 

23 L I. 
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ternal Improvement Fond from the incumbrance which 
heretofore existed and still exists and for the expenses 
of administering the fund. 

The following resolution was also adopted : 

Resolved, That the Salesman is instructed to prepare 
deeds to the Florida Southern Railway Company or as- 
signs for Kight hundred and seventy-nine thousand five 
hundred and fifty-two acres and Seventy four one hun- 
dredths of an acre, (879,552.74-100 acres) of land in ad- 
dition to deeds for alternate sections earned and not 
heretofore deeded this not being in final adjustment of 
accounts. 

The following application was presented and read to 
the Board: 

"Tallahassee, Florida, April 10th, 1885. 
To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 

Fund: 

Gentlemen — L'nder the order of your Board granting 
lands to the St. Johns ajpi Halifax River Railway Com- 
pany for the first twelve miles of its road, it is ascer- 
tained that the quantity of swamp lands within six miles 
and on each side of the completed portion of said rail- 
way embraced in the odd-numbered sections, excluding 
those lying within the six mile limit of the Palatka and 
Indian' River Railway, is only 9,301 .05-1011 acre*. The 
quantity embraced in the conflicting limits of the two 
roads is only 3.146.2.'! acres. I. therefore, on behalf of the 
St. Johns and Halifax River Railway Company, ask that 
under the provisions of Chapter 3106 of the Laws of 
Florida, the lands in the enclosed list embracing 7.578.19- 
100 acres, lying within twenty miles of the completed por- 
tion of said railway, be granted to said Company to sup- 
ply in part the deficit within six miles ; which list does 
not embrace any lands granted to any other Company or 
embraced within the six mile reserve limit of any other 
Railroad or Canal. 

Verv Respectfully, 

HUG'H A. CORLEY. 
Agent for the St. Johns find Halifax R. Railway Co. 

Which was laid over for future consideration. 

A proposition was submitted to the Boat J fur the 
Draining of Ofeeefinofeee Swamp and action thereon by 
the Board was postponed for the present. 
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The Hoard then adjourned. 
Attest : 

\V. I>. BAKNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April Jtttli, U$$. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

I 'resen t : Edward A , I 'err y . ( » o v e rn o i* . 

Williain I). names, ('oinptrolle.-. 

CI M. Cooper, Attorney' Geaawtl. 

P. \V*. White, Commissioner uf Lands .& lui. 

Mr. Quirlee C. Denting. Attorney for the Jacksonville, 
Tampa and Key West Railway Company, appealed Itefore 
the Hoard :and made application for the lands granted to 
said Company mi account of the completion of said road 
from Jacksonville to Palatka, a distance of 55 mile*, and 
o» account of the, Bartow Branch, a distance of 17 miles. 
Action on said application was deferred until there 
should l>^a foil Board. 

Mr. Ijeroy.lt. Basil. 1 represented hefore the Board, th& 
Florida Southern Railway Company, and asked that the 
making of the deeds for the lands voted to wild Company 
on the 10th day of April be proceeded with without delay, 
and it was ordered by the Bonn] that the Salesman pre- 
pare deeds for said Compauy to the lands earned by them 
by the completion uf their road from Gainesville to Pern- 
berton"* Ferry in Sec. 8. T 23 It 21 S & S, a distance of 
lf&3f miles. 

Mr. H. W. Williams, appeased before ihe Board in be- 
half of Williain T. Shelton, of Orange County, stud asked 
that the Board take action in the matter of n conflict of 
entry between said Shelton and John Pike, W'lierenpon 
the following order was passed: 

Tt appearing from a copy of" the receipt <riven by M. A. 
Williams, the State Land Agent, to the said Shelton that 
he made payment for Lots Four (±) and Fivs (5) or Frac- 
tional South EaBt Quarter of Section Four (4) in Town- 
ship Kighteeu (18) South of ltange Twenty six (26) East 
containing Ninety & 85-100 acre* of land bordering on the 
South and South East side of a body of water or Lake 
called "Negro Town Pond," — and it further appearing 
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that the said land was conveyed by the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida by 
Deed Numbered 9,290 dated January 2Gth, 1880, as Lota 
Four (4) and Five (5) of said Section, leaving out of said 
Deed the words "or Fractional South East <inurtcr" con- 
tained in said receipt — 

And it further appearing that on the first day of Sep- 
tember A. IJ. 1884, one John Pike made payment to the 
Salesman of the Board for the North West Quarter of 
the South East Quarter of said Section Four (4) iu Town- 
ship 18 South of Range 26 East, and received a Certifi- 
cate of payment for the same numbered 12,871; and 
Whereas it is alleged that said North West Quarter of 
the Sonth East Quarter of said Section Four, T IS S R 
26 E, includes and takes a portion of the Lots Nos. 4 and 

5 or Fractional South EaBt Quarter of said Section, — 
And Whereas as it is the opinion of this Board that the 
Entry and Deed of Conveyance of the said Lots 1 find 3 of 
said Section conveyed to the said Shelton all the lands 
in the said Lots from the South Boundary thereof "to the 
permanent water line" of the said Lake or Pond called 
"Negro Town Pond,"— and that the entry of the North, 
West Quarter of the South East Quarter of said Section 
Four (4) in T 18 S R 26 E, to the extent that it includes 
any of the lands batween the permanent Water line of said 
Lake or Pond and the Sodth boundary line of the said 
Lots 4 and 5, is void. Therefore, It is ordered by the 
Board that the Entry Numbered 12,871 by the said Joha 
Pike of any portion of the aforesaid Lots 4 & 5 between the 
permanent water line of the said "Negro Town Pond" 
and the South boundary line" of said Lots four and five of 
Section four in Township Eighteen South of Range Twen- 
ty six East be and the same is hereby cancelled and that 
the purchase money paid by the said John Pike for the 
said Entry No. 12,871 or so much thereof aa is erroneous 
and conflicts with the entry of the said Shelton of Lota 4 

6 5 aforesaid be refunded to the said Pike by the Treas- 
urer of the Board; and that notice of this action and or- 
der of the Board he given to the said John Pike by the 
Commissioner of Lands and Immigration, and that ho be 
allowed sixty days time after said notice is mailed to him 
to move the Board to eet the same aside and that in de- 
fault thereof the same do Btand absolute. 
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The Secretary laid before the Board the reports of the 
State Engineer upon the work of construct!. »n of the Flor- 
ida Coast Line Canal and Transportation Company, and 
the Florida Southern Bailway Company, which were or- 
dered to be spread upon the minutes and are as follows : 
"St. Augustine, Florida, April 15th, 1885. 
Hon. W. D. Barnes, Sect'y T. L I. Fund : 

Sir — I hereby certify that in accordance with jour in- 
structions of the 7th in st„ T have inspected the route of 
the Florida Coast Line Canal and Transportation Com- 
pany, from St. Augustine to the South line of Township 
10 S. Range 31, E, extending over a distance of twenty- 
Bix and 1-4 miles — Six miles of which have heretofore 
been reported on— and I approve the same on the same 
grounds and specifications agreed npOD by the Hoard of 
Trustees as in my former report. 
Rpspwt fully, 
H. S. DUVAL. Engineer for the State." 

"Leesbnrp. Florida, April 17th, 1885. 
Hon, W. D. BarneB, Sect'y Trustees I. T. Fund: 

Sir — T hereby i-ertify that in oliedience to your telegram 
of the Sth inst.. I have this day completed the inspection 
therein ordered — of thirty miles of the Florida Southern 
Bailway — beginning; at Leesbnrg and ending in Sec. S T 
22 R 21 S & E. immediately across the Wirhlucoochee 
Biver, and that I approve the same as having been con- 
structed in the (>est TK>ssibIe manner. 
Respectfully, 

II. S. OrVAL. State Engineer." 

Mr. Charles C. Iteming, in l>ehalf of ilo* Palntka and 
Indian River Railway Company, presented the following 
protest which was ordered spread upon the minutes: 
To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 

Fund : 

Representing The Palatka and Indian River Railway 
Company I respectfully present to yonr Board the follow 
inp protest and ask (hat it be duly considered— 

On the 17th day of November 1884. the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund adopted a resolution whrc-h 
among other things provided that next in order of priority 
to the Florida southern Railway Company and the -lack- 
sonville, Tampa and Key West Railway Company was the 
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Fensaeola and AtlnntU' Kail way Co.. it be inic also ahead 
of all otiier Companies than those above named. 

The Falatka and Indian River Hail way Company re- 
ceived its grant of land from the State of Florida on the 
same day as the Fensaeola and Atlantic Kail way Com 
pany and has in all respects complied with the condition:] , 
of its grant. 

It has graded a road from Falatka to Snnford, has 
built an expensive bridge across the St. Johns Fiver near 
Fnlatka and during the coming summer will complete the 
road to Sanfnrd a distance of alwut Seventy miles. 

I claim that under established lepal principles it U en- 
titled to Ite held equal in point of priority with the Fensa- 
eola and Atlantic Railway Company and I respectfnlly 
protest against any conveyance by this Board to the 1'en- 
sacola and Atlantic Kail way Company of any lands to 
which the Falatka and Indian River Railwav Company 
might he entitled upon construction of its road or any 
part thereof. 

Respectfully submitted. 

CHARLES C. f>K.VIIXO," 
t Counsel." 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. I ). BARNES. I Widen t. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April l'3d, ISW. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. Ferry, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C, M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
P. W. White, Commissioner of Lands and 
Im. 

Dr. John Westrott, appeared before Hi* Board and 
made application for lands earned by the Florida « 'oust 
Line Canal and Transportation Company, And it appear- 
ing by the report of H. S.. Duval. State Engineer, that 
said Company had completed Twenty six and one quarter 
miles of its Canal in accordance with the specifications 
agreed upon by the Board, and that the said Company is 



entitled to Thirty eight huadred and forty aerea of land 
per mile for four sections of said Canal of six tulle* each 
section to be taken from its Northern terminus South - 
ward, — It is Ordered that the Commissioner of [.amis and 
Immigration prepare deeds for the lands due said Com- 
pany for the said four sections of Canal, being twenty- 
four miles from its Northern terminus; the lands to be 
selected on both sides of said Canal and to be those which 
were granted to the State of Florida by Act of Congress 
of 28th September, 1850, and which lie nearest to the line 
of said Canal not to exceed ten miles distance on either 
side thereof , and not to include any lands which are now 
under a reserve by this Board for any Sail Road Com- 
pany. 

The Florida Coast Line, Canal and Transportation 
Company having also filed with the Sect'y of State a plat 
of the survey of the line of its Canal from the NE end of 
Biscay ne Bay to Key West,— Raid Canal to begin on tbe 
South boundary .line of Township 52 South of Range 42 
East — and applied for the withdrawal from sale of the 
odd and even numbered Sections of land for sis miles dis- 
tant from the shore thereof and opposite the route so filed. 
It is ordered that said lands be withdrawn subject to the 
right of settlers now thereon to purchase their lands not 
exceeding one hundred and sixty acres each at Schedule 
prices and subject to the further orders i»f the Hoard. 

A letter was read from Messrs. Randall. Walker and 
Foster, asking in behalf of the Atlantic Coast, St. Johns 
and Indian River Railway Company whether they shall 
file details of construction in addition to tho.*e adopted 
by the St. Johns and Indian River Railway and Trans- 
portation Company. The Board directed the Secretary to 
reply that said Company should file Specification'* of 
their own. 

The following bills were ordered to be paid: 

Postage for Salesman's Cdfiee for the mouths of Feb- 
ruary and March, Sixty five 72-100 dollars. (|65.T2). 

G. E. Dyke, for printing, Three 75-100 dollars, <|3.T5). 

N. M. Bowen, for printing, Fourteen lollar.*, (ftt.OOj. 

D. U. Fletcher, for taking testimony in -he case of the 
Union Trust Company vs. Trustees 1. I. Fund et <»/.. Fif- 
teen 40-100 dollars ($15.40). 



360 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, May 13th. 1885. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: Edward A. Perry. Governor. 

William P. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Edward 8. Crill. Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. Xi. Mitchell, Commissioner, Stc, 

A communication from John T. Walker, Attorney for 
the Atlantic Coast St. Johns and Indian Kiver Bail way 
Company, asking permission to cut timher for cross ties 
from the State lands along the line of their road, was read 
to the Board, and the Secretary was instructed to reply 
that it was against the policy of the Trustees to grant 
such permission. 

The account of 8. B. Conover, for several trips, and 
expenses, in attending and testifying as s witness in the 
case of W. H. Gleason, against the Trustees, was allowed 
for Eleven hundred and seventy two dollars. (f 1,172.00). 

A letter was received and read from W. TV Chipley, 
Vice President of the Perisncola and Atlantic Bail Bond 
Company, asking that the Salesman he instructed to pre- 
pare deeds for 950.831 acres of land as a part of the grant 
to that Company under Section 17 of their Charter. — 
Whereupon the following resolution was adopted: 

Whereas, the Pensacnla and Atlantic RaU Bond Com- 
pany did complete their line of road from the Apalachi- 
cola River to the City of Pensacola. a distance of one hun- 
dred and sixty -one miles (161) miles, on the 11th day of 
April. 1883. and in accordance with the terms and condi- 
tions of their Charter of 4th day of March, 1881, and 
thereby earned the lands granted to said Company by the 
17th Section of their said Act of incorporation, amount 
ing to Three millions two hundred and twenty thousand 
(3.220.000) acres, and Whereas there have been deeded 
to said Company, by the Trustees of +he internal Im- 
provement Fund of the State of Florida, -m? million one 
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hundred and eight-nine thousand eight hundred and thir- 
ty-five (1.180.8.15) acres no a portion of the land S3 earned 
by them, — 

Resolved, that this Board will convey fo said Company 
the additional amount of Nine hundred aud fifty six 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-one (966,831) acres 
of land, which with that heretofore conveyed, will be 
equal to two thirds of the entire quantity of land to which 
said Company is entitled by their Legislative land grant, 
whenever the selections can be made without interfering 
with the priorities of other Companies heretofore decided 
by this Board, or with the sufficiency of the security to 
meet the encumbrances on the fund. 

The following communication from Leriiy 1). Ball, At- 
torney for the Florida Southern Railway Company was 
read to the Board: 

"Tallahassee. Florida, May 7th, 1*85. 
Hon. W, D. Barnes, Sect'y Board Trustees Internal Imp- 
Fund, Tallahassee, Fla. 

Sir: I hereby on behalf of the Florida Southern Rail- 
way Company release the lands embraced within the six 
mile limit of the Florida Southern Railway between the 
six mile limit of the Tampa Branch of ^iid road and the 
section line dividing Sections Five and Six of Township 
Thirty South for the reason that the said Company does 
not propose to construct their Road between the said 
points, and herewith make application to have the said 
lands conveyed to the Florida Southern Railway Com- 
pany as a part of its grant of Ten thousand acres per 
mile of constructed Road. 

LEltOY 1>. BALL, 
Agt. & Att'y Fla. Southern R. R. Co." 

It was resolved by the Board that the Agents employed 
by the State to select and confirm to the Srate lands 
granted by the Act of Congress of September 28th. 1850, 
be allowed compensation out of the lands on'y sehvled by 
them. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. I>. BAKXER, President. 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee. Florida. May JOrh. 1885. 

The Hoard met in the Executive. Office. 

Present : Edward A. Perry, Governor. 
Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. 
William ]>. Barnes. Comptroller. 

R. W. Davie, Esqr,, Attorney for the Florida Southern 
Railway Company, appeared before the Board, and gave 
assurances of the purpose of said Company to i-onsti-uct 
itaroad to Charlotte Harbor within tlic time prescribed 
by their Charter, and asked that the Board give expres- 
sion of a willingness to extend legitimate aid to further 
that end. Whereupon the following resolution was 
adopted : 

Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Iniernal Im- 
provement Fund of Florida. 

First. That we recognize the vast and vital importance 
to the State nf Florida and especially to the people of 
South Florida of the speedy construction of a railroad 
penetrating and miming through that section of the State 
south of any line of road now completed. 

Second. That a former Resolution of our predecessors 
on this Board declaring the grant of lands by the State 
of Florida to the Florida Southern Railway Company as 
being prior to all others is recognized by us. 

Third. ,That if the Florida Southern Railway Com- 
pany will without unnecessary delay extend and construct 
its line of road from Lakeland in Polk County to Char- 
lotte Harbor in Manatee County this Board will give 
them all the substantial aid & encouragement which in 
their power lies. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, June 15th, 1885. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present : Edward A. Perry. Governor. 

Edward S. CriU, Treasurer. i 

William 1>. Barnes. Comptroller. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, .Sec. 



The application of Col. John Parson*, Trestden J of the 
Bay Port, Brooksville and Fort Dade Rail Road Company, 
to have the alternate sections of land, granted b.v Act of 
Congress September 28th, 1850. for six miles on each side 
of the line of its road withdrawn from saht to aid in its 
const ruction, was laid before the Itoard, iind a {-rop 1 rly 
authenticated copy of the plat of the survey of said road 
having been filed in the office of the Secretary of Stare, 
it was Ordered that the even-numbered 'Sections of lands 
granted by Act of Congress of September 28tb, UBSQ, lying 
along the line of said surveyed route for six miles on both 
sidee thereof, be withdrawn from market for the benefit 
of said road, subject to the right of actual settlers to pur- 
chase their improvements at Schedule prices and subject 
to the future orders of the Board. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. T>. BARNES. President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, June 20th, IS85. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. Perry, Governor. 
Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. 
William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C, L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
A communication from Alfred Bishop Mafloo, Vice- 
President of the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West Rail- 
way Company, asking if the Board had acted upon said 
Company's application presented April 20th last, for 
lands due nnder its -harter, was read and ordered filed 
and the consideration of the application was postponed 
until a full meeting of the Board can be obtained. 

The proposition of A. A. Andrews, Publisher of the 
Florida Immigrant to publish certain matter in said pa- 
per was taken up, considered and rejected. 

Bill of X. M. Bowen, for printing 200 copies of Treas- 
urer's report was approved and allowed ar Ten S5-100 
dollars. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. I>. BARNES, President. 

Secretary, 



Tallahassee, Florida, July 18th, 1885. 
The Bonni met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 
Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. 
William I). Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. L. MitcheJl, Commissioner, ir. 
The following account of IT. 8. Duval, State Engineer, 
was presented and ordered paid: 
For inspecting St. Johns and Halifax River Kail- 
road — 12 miles— as per rei>ort dated Feby. 27-85.? 1 2."» . 00 
Florida Coast Line Canal and Trans. Company- - 

20 miles— as per report dated April 15th, 1885.. 125.00 
Florida Southern Railway Co. — 30 miles— as per 

report dated Apl. 17-85 „ 1 25 .00 



1375.00 
The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. July 25th, 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. Perry, Governor. 
Edward S. Grill, Treasurer. 
- William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, 4c. 

Maj. Sherman Conant, General Manager of the Florida 
Southern Railway Company, appeared before the Board 
and represented that it was the purpose of said Com- 
pany to extend its Road to Charlotte Harbor with all 
possible dispatch, and agreed with the Trustees that the 
lands lying along the reservation heretofore made for the 
benefit of said Road, and especially on the reservation 
lying in Polk County and surrendered by said Company 
on the 7th day of May last be held by the Trustees for 
the benefit of the Company that Bhall first construct a 
rail road to or near Charlotte Harbor. Thereupon the 
following resolution was adopted : 



Resolved, That the lands between Leesburg and the 
line of the South Florida Rail Road heretofore reserved 
for the Florida Southern Railway as alternate sections 
within the six mile limit of its proposed line, and subse- 
quently released by the said Company and claimed as 
due to said Company under its grant of ten thousand 
acres per mile on constructed road be hereby reserved 
and set apart for future conveyance to the first Company 
that shall construct a Rail Road to or near Charlotte 
Harbor, in part satisfaction of its grant of 10,000 acres 
per mile on road to be so constructed to or near Charlotte 
Harbor — 

Provided that actual settlers upon Baid lands prior to 
such surrender may purchase said lands at State prices, 
not to exceed the amount actually improved or 160 acres 
for each Settler, su$h settlement to be determined by the 
Board and the Baid Company. 

The said Company having given the Board satisfactory 
assurances of its intention to prosecute the construction 
of said road southward. 

Maj. Cqpent also presented the following application: 
"Tallahassee, Fla., July 25 tb, 1885. 
To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 

Fund of the State of Florida • 

Gentlemen^You will please convey to The Plant In- 
vestment Company, a corporation created and existing 
under the laws of the State of Connecticut, One hundred 
and seventy-five thousand acres of the lands due or to be- 
come due to the Florida Southern Railway Company, for 
railway constructed by said Company by virtue of the 
Ait of the Legislature of Florida, approved March 4th, 
1S70. 

THE FLORIDA SOUTHERN RAILWAY CO., 
By C. Conant, Gen. Manager." 

Whereupon it was Resolved, That the Salesman of the 
Board is hereby directed to prepare deeds to the amount 
of fine hundred and seventy -five thousand acres of land 
to be conveyed to "The Plant Investment Company" as 
on account of lands earned by the Florida Southern 
Railway Company by construction of road. — Said con- 
Tevante being requested by the eaid Florida Southern 
Hail way Co. 

Application having been made for the Alternate Sec- 
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(imis of land parried hy the Florida Southern Railway 
Company along its constructed line it wan. 

Resolved. That the Salesman is herehy directed to pre- 
pare and deliver to the Florida Southern Railway Com- 
pany, deeds to the Alternate Sections of iand within the 
eis mile limit of the road constructed by «iid Company 
and inspected and approved by the State Engineer as 
being constructed properly under the Charter of the 
Said Company. * 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. T>. BARNES, President 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, August 5th, 1885. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present :• Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. * 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
The Secretary laid lief ore the Board a resolution of 
the Palatkn and Indian River Railway Co.. adopting the 
Specifications of construction of the J. T. & K. W. R. R. 
Co., which waje accepted and ordered to he spread upon 
the minutes ; 

''At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Palatka 
and Indian River Railway Company held at the office of 
the Company No. 120 Broadway in the City of New 
York on the 27th day of May 1885. the following resolu- 
tion On motion, duly made and seconded was unanimous- 
ly adopted: 

"Resolved. That the specifications for construction of 
the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West Railway Com- 
pany, hitherto approved hy the Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund, lie and the same hereby are adopted 
as the Specifications of construction of this Company 
and that a copy of this resolution be filed with said Trus- 
tee*.'' 
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I certify that the foregoing is a true extract from the 
minutes of the Hoard of Directors of the Palatka and 
Indian River Railway Company. 

PHAH3JE8 C. r»KMINO. 

Secretary." 

r — ~~ ' I, 

Palatfca and Indian River | 

Railway Company. 

State of Florida. 
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Articlesi of Agreement between the Palatka and Indian 
River Railway Company and the Atlantic, Coast, St. 
Johns and Indian River Railway Company for the con- 
struction of that part of the Palatka and Indian River 
Company's road lying between Enterprise and Titnsville, 
was laid before the Board and ordered to be filed. 

The claim of Fleming and Daniel, Attorneys, for ser- 
vices rendered in the suits of W. H. Gleason and Union 
Trust Company of New York. w«b passed for six thou- 
sand dollar* if 6,000.00), in full of balance for all 
services rendered in said cases. 

The application of Taylor and Sanchez. Attorneys, in 
behalf of the Silver Springs. Ocala and Ciulf R. R. Co., 
for mod iflcat ions of Specif! cations of construction was 
presented to the Hoard and action deferred until the 
Board could .confer with some competent Engineer on the 
subject. 

Mr. F. T. Myers. Attorney for the Plant Investment 
Company, came before the Board and asked to be advised 
of the determination of the Board in respect to the 
deeds for One hundred and seventy-five thousand acres 
of land which were ordered to be prepared for said 
Company on July 25th, And it was declared to be the 
sense of the Board that the said 175.000 acres of land 
were to lie conveyed to the said Company on account of 
lands due or to become due to the Florida Southern 
Railway Company for road constructed in accordance 
with their charter and that the deeds for said lands were 
not to be delivered to said Plant Investment Company, 
until the Florida Southern Railway was completed to 
Lake City. 
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George W. Hendry presented to the Board a deed cf 
re-conveyance for Lot 1, E£ of SEi & SW£ of SW* of 
Section 10, T 33, S, R 28 E, containing 184.65 acres, which 
had been purchased by him from the State, bat for which 
the State had never received title from the Government 
and asked that the money paid by him for the same 
amounting lo One hundred and ninety three 08-100 dol- 
lars ($193.08) be refunded, which was ordered to be 
done. 

A. IS. Hagan, Esqr., submitted to the Hoard a proposi- 
tion for a compromise settlement of Forty-eight (48) 
coupons of the P. &. G. ft. ft. bonds and fifteen (15) cou- 
pons of the F. A. & G. C. ft. B. bonds held by him and 
heretofore presented for payment, amounting to Two 
thousand two hundred and five dollars ($2,205.00) of 
principal, and offering to take therefor the face value of 
said coupons, without interest, And after careful investi- 
gation nothing appearing to show that said coupene were 
not valid or had been paid, it was ordered that the 
Treasurer pay over to the said Hagan the sum of Two 
thousand two hundred and five dollara, the amount of the 
face of said coupons. 

It appearing that N. H. PeCoster, entered by mistake 
Lot one Bee. 30 and Lot 5 ■Sec. 20, T 40, ft 23 S & E, 
Entry No. 6565, when he intended to enter Lot 4, Sec. 20, 
sams Township & Range, It is ordered that said Entry 
No. 6565 be cancelled upon his issuing a deed of re-con- 
veyance to the State and that the sum of Fifty 80-100 dol- 
lars paid by him in making said Entry be refunded and 
that he be allowed to enter Lot 4. 

Thn following accounts were ordered paid: 

E. W. Clark, for stationery for Salesman, Fifty cents. 

Fostage account for Land Office for April, May and 
June. Thirty-three «2-l(W dollars. 

Printing for Salesman's Office, Thirty-six 50-100 dol- 
lars. C. L. Mitchell for record of Deed, One 25-100 dol- 
lars. 

The Board then, adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, President 

Secretary, 
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Tallahassee, Florida, September 18th, 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor* 
Edward 8. Crill, Treasurer. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
The Treasurer was requested to act as Secretary pro 
tem. 

A communication was received and presented to the 
Board from the Tavarea, Orlando and Atlantic B. R. Co. 
stating that its road from Tavarea to Orlando, a distance 
of Thirty-two (32) miles wae completed and asking that 
the State Engineer be sent to inspect the same, Where- 
upon it was Ordered that H. S. Duval, State Engineer, 
be instructed to inspect said road and make due report 
thereof. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

E. 6. CHILL, President 

Secretary pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Florida. Seutember 23d, 1885. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 
Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 

It was ordered that the lands known as the Pease 
Creek Immigration and Agricultural reservation be held 
subject to the provisions of the Internal Improvement 
Act relating to Alternate Sectloi-S of Rail Bonds. 

Messrs. Sylvester and Oruelle representing the Silver 
PpringB, Oca la and Gnlf R. R. Company appeared before 
the Board and presented modified specifications, which 
were approved and ordered spread upon the minutes: 
To the Honorable Board of Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of the State of Florida : 

Gentlemen — We would respectfully ask yonr Honora- 
!>!«• Hoard to consider the following modification of the 
specifi cat ions s?t forth in Section Seven of "An Act to 
provide for and encourage a liberal system of Internal 

24 I, I. 
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Improvements of this State" and if it meets with the 
views of your Honorable Board, to so order, that the fol- 
lowing shall he the specification*) governing the construc- 
tion of the Silver Springs, Oeala and Gulf Railroad : 

First — The line of road for sixty feet from the centre 
■hall be cleared of all standing timber. 

Second — The grading shall be for a single track except 
at Depots, turnouts and similar places, with road bed 
18 feet in width in cuttings with side ditches sufficient to 
insure 'a perfect drainage, and embankment* not less 
than 12 feet in width at grade line, with slopes for all 
cuttings and embankments of "one find one half to one." 

Third- — All cross-ties, shall be delivered on the line of 
the road, and be of heart Yellow Pine, Cypress, White, 
Post or Spanish Oak, White or Red Cedar, not less thau 
8 feet in length, nine inches face top and bottom, six 
inches in tbickne&s — showing not less than seven inches 
of heart, shall be well and carefully bedded and laid 
within two feet from centre to eentte. 

Fourth — At all water-ways sufficient space shall be 
left for the unobstructed passage of water, and at all 
points on the line where such ditches can be cut that will 
carry off the surface water they shall be so constructed 
by the Company, subject to the approval of the State 
Engineer. 

Fifth — In the crossing of all streams the Bridges shall 
be constructed by plans approved by the State Engineer, 
and over streams navigated suitable draws shall be put 
in to admit the passage of Boats, navigating the same, 
to be decided by the State Engineer. 

Sixth— The gange shall not be less than 4 ft. 8$ 
inches. 

Seventh — The rails used shall weigh not less than 66 
lbs. per yard and be of the beat quality of Iron or Steel 
— well and securely fastened to ties and joints, the best 
quality of spikes and plates being used. 

Eighth — The entire equipment shall be first class, and 
shall at all timet) be sufficient for the prompt transpor- 
tation of all the passengers and freight ordinarily offer- 
ing- 

Nintfo — The grade on no portion of the line of this 
road shall exceed £2.8 feet to the mile and no single 
curve shall exceed a 4 degree of curvature and in no ease 
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fthall a 4 degree carve be on the maximum grade of the 
road unless approved by the State Engineer. 

Respect fully submitted, 

N. R. GRUELLE, 

Chief Eng." 

The Treasurer of the Hoard was directed to pay Ave 
F. A. & G. C. R. R. coupons, which presented" to the 
Board, amounting to One hundred and seventy -Ave dol- 
lars. 

It was ordered that the Treasurer pay to Fleming and 
Daniel, Attorneys, One hundred and fifty dollars, on ac- 
count of Costs and fees in the case of A. Doggett vs. 
Trustees of the I. I. Fund. 

R. W. Davis, Esqr., and L. D. Ball, representing the 
Florida Southern Rail Rood Company appeared before 
the Board and asked to be heard and presented the fol- 
lowing petition ; 

To the Hon., The Board of Trustees of the Intern a I Im- 
provement Fund of Florida : 

The Florida Southern Railway Company, respectfully 
show and petition, as follows: 

1st. They show that their said Company was duly or- 
ganized and chartered under and by virtue of the Laws of 
Florida, under the name of the "Gainesville, Oeala and 
Charlotte Harbor Rail Rond Company," by Act r.pproved 
March 4th, 1879. 

2nd. That under and in pursuance of thai act, they 
have graded and supplied cross ties for th^; entire length 
of road between Lake City, in the County of Columbia, 
and Gainesville, in the eonnty of Alachua, a distance of 
— — miles, and of that distance they have "comple- 
ted, ironed, and equipped and in actual opetHtion" 

miles of road between the places aforesaid, and, under 
Sec. 3 of said act are entitled to deeds to all the alternate 
sections which would or should enure to them on the line 
between Lake City and Gainesville. 

3rd. That they have graded and furnished with cross- 
ties, the entire line of railroad between Lak-j City and 
Gainesville, and that "for every forty miles of railroad 
so graded and furnished with cross-ties, ten miles" (in 
the language of said Act, but much more in point of fact) 
"are fully eqpripped, completed and in actual operation."' 



372 

That therefore, Under the provisions of Section 5 of 
said Act, they are entitled to deeds to the full amount at 
ten thousand acres per mile, which enures to thorn under 
said act, between the points aforesaid. 

4th. That being willing to give your. Honorable Board 
any reasonable guarantee of the good faith of this Com- 
pany in fully complying with all the conditions of the said 
charter, your petitioners respectfully ask that you will 
make to them deeds to all the lands included both in the 
alternate sections, and in the grant of ten thousand 
acres per mile which they have earned, aa petitioners 
cla i in. by a full compliance wiih the terms of their char- 
ter, between Lake City and Gainesville. 

To that end and that your Board may he assured of the 
good faith of the Florida Southern Railway Company, 
Petitioners* are willing that you make an Escrow of said 
deed or deeds and may make the following conditions to 
the final delivery of the mme to this Company: 
Condition. 

That the line of railroad shall be fully completed and 
in operation between Lake City and Gainesville within 
the time named and limited in the Charter of the "Gaines- 
ville, Ocala and Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company." 

Petitioners would respectfully nominate J, J. Daniel, 
or the firm of Fleming and Daniel if Jacksonville, 
Florida, as fit and proper persons to bold said Escrow, — 
And Petitioners respectfully submit. 

Sept. 1st, 1885. R. W. DAVIS, 

Attorney Fla, Southern By. Co." 

"The Board then adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M. 

3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

The Board met pursnant to adjournment. 

Present: Gov. Perry and Messrs. Cooper, Crill and 
Mitchell. 

Messrs. Dnvia and Ball appeared in the interest of the 
Florida Southern Railway Co. and presented the follow- 
ing petition : 
To the Honorable Bonrd of Internal Improvement.* * 

Gentlemen — The Florida Southern Railway Company 
by its Attorneys apt thfit the Salesman lie instructed to 
prepare deeds to the balance of the land due said Railwav 
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Company under the resolution of the Board of April tOth, 
1885. ■ 

Respectfully, 
R W. DAVIS, 
LEBOY D. BALL." 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
Sept. 23d, 1886. 

AIbo the following: 
"To the Honorable Board of Internal Improvement : 

Gentlemen — The Florida Southern Railway Compacy 
by its Attorneys asks, that the alternate odd-numbered 
sections along its line of road yet remaining unsold be 
reserved and withdrawn from sale within the limit of 
twenty miles on either side of said road to an amount 
sufficient to indemnify said road for the deficiency in 
snch odd-numbered alternate sections within the six 
mile limit. 

The action asked for to apply to any lands now held or 
hereafter to be patented to the State. 

Respectfully, 
R. W. DAVIS. 
LEROY D. BALL." 

Also the following: 
"To the Honorable Board of Internal Improvement; 

Gentlemen — The Florida Southern Railway Company 
asks that the Salesman of the Board l*e instructed not to 
make any sales of any of the lands embraced in the reser- 
vations of alternate sections already made or to be made 
along the present or proposed line of said rood without 
the written consent of said Company. 

Respectfully. 

R. W. DAVIS. 
LEROY D. BALL" 
Attys. Fla. Southern Ry. Go." 
The following resolution was adopted : 
Resolved, That no conveyances of the alternate sections 
of land reserved for any Rail Road within the six limit 
be made to any other person without further order of the 
Board. 
The following resolution was also adopted: 
Resolved. That the Salesman prepare deeds to the 
Florida Southern Railway Company for the balance of 
land which may he due them under a resolution passed 



April tenth and an modified by resolution of April 20tn, 
1885. 

The Hoard then adjourned. 
Attest : 

E. S. CRILL, President. 

Secretary pro tens. 



Tallahassee, Florida, October 2d. 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A, Ferry, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Edward S. Grill, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner. &c. 
Judge White and Dr. John Westcott appeared before 
the Board and applied in behalf of the Florida Coast lane 
Canal and Transportation Company for the privilege of 
purchasing at Schedule prices any of the lands now 
withdrawn from market for its benefit -ind that the 
money paid for the same be held for said Company and 
refunded to it from time to time as the lands so pur- 
chased shall be earned by construction of its Canal. The 
proposition was discussed, and postponed for further ac- 
tion. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES. President 

Secretary. . 



Tallahassee, Florida, October 3d, 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. 
C M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
This being the day appointed to take up the demand of 
the Florida Southern Railway Company for- deeds to 
10,000 acres of land per mile under Section 5 of Chapter 
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3167, Laws of Florida, on Railroad between Lake City 
and Gainesville and to hear and determine whether the 
Railroad as now constructed for 36 miles northwardly 
from Gainesville in the direction of Rowland's Hluff shall 
be, when the connection is made from (chetucknee to 
I -ike City, held to be a complianece with the terms of the 
Legislative grant to the Gainesville, Ocala and Charlotte 
Harbor Railroad, (now the Florida Southern) dated 
March 4th, 1879. The Board was met by Mr. Mason, rep- 
resenting the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West Railway 
Company, Mr. Chipley of the Pensacola and Atlantic R. 
R, Co., Mr. Davis of the Florida Southern Railway Com- 
pany, and a number of the citizens of Columbia County, 
who presented their views on the question by invitation 
of the Board, and after some discussion it was decided 
that further consideration of the subject be postponed to 
12th inst. 

Mr. Mason, in behalf of the Jacksonville, Tampa and 
Key West Railway Company, presented a petition asking 
for 557,250 acres of land claimed to be due to said Com- 
pany for the construction of its road between Jackson- 
ville and Palatka and for Alternate Sections on the east 
side of the St. Johns River, and for lands within 20 mile 
limit to make np deficiency in six mile limit, and asking 
that a resolution of the Board adopted May 20th, 1885, 
in respect to priority of the Florida Southern Railway be 
revised and made to conform to resolution (it Nov. 17th, 
1B8-1, and protesting against the issuing of further deeds 
to the Florida Southern Railway Company, Also he pre- 
sented a petition in behalf ot the Palatka and Indian 
River Railway Company, to have the decision of the 
Board in Resolution of Nov. 17th, 1884, placing the said 
Bailway Company subordinate to the P. & A. R. R. Co. as 
to land grant, rescinded, and asks in both petitions a post- 
ponement of all action in the matter of land grants to 
Railroads for thirty days — Which petitions were ordered 
to be filed for future consideration. 

The following resolution was adopted: It appearing 
that an error in computing the amount of land supposed 
to be due the Florida Southern Railway Company was 
made by reason of reports Nos, 2 and 3, of the Htate Engi- 
neer of inspections of said road having duplicated five 
miles of road between Perry's Junction and Ocala and 
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that in consequence thereof this Board heretofore ordered 
that deeds be prepared for 50,000 acreB of land more than 
the/ are entitled to on the completed road for which it 
was the pnrpose of the Board to convey lands to them. — 
Resolved, That the deed to said Company for Sixty thou- 
sand acres of land ordered by resolution of this Board of 
April 10, 1885, be not delivered to said Company until the 
further order of the Board. 

Also the following was adopted: 

Resolved, That a resolution passed May 20th, 1S85, re- 
lating to the priority of Railroad grants be so amended as 
to make it a mere re-affirmation of a resolution passed 
Nov. 17th, 1884. 

Application having been made by the Plant Investment 
Company for the inspection of that portion of the Florida 
Southern Railway recently constructed between Pember- 
ton's Ferry and Lakeland, it was ordered that the State 
Engineer be instructed to make the inspection. 

The application made by Dr. John Westcott on the 2d 
inst., in behalf of the Florida Coast Line Canal and 
Transportation Company, was taken up. and it was de- 
cided that the request be not granted. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. P. BARNES, President. 

, Secretary. 



TallabasSte, Fla., October 0th, 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William P. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Edward S. Crill, Ttreasnrer. 
C. M. Cooper. Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, Su\ 
The Secretary read to the Board the petition of F. T. 
Myers as Attorney for the Plant Investment Company, 
asking that the Board refund Three thousand five hun- 
dred and eight 52-100 dollars, arising from the sale of 
lands sold to settlers within the six mile reserve of the 
Southern Division of the Jacksonville, Tampa and Ker 
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West Railway, which was referred to the Commissioner 
of lands to be verified. 

Report of H. S, Duval, State Engineer, upon the con- 
struction of the Tavaree, Orlando and Atlantic R. It. was 
read. As the report was adverse to the reception of the 
road, and as it contained suggestions for changes in the 
work, it was Ordered that a copy of it be forwarded to the 
Company, and the original be filed. 

The Secretary laid before the Board Articles of Agree- 
ment between the Palatka and Indian River Railway 
Company and the Atlantic Coast, St. Johna and Indian 
River Railway Company, nnder which the latter Company 
is to construct that portion of the former Company's road 
lyiag between Enterprise and Indian River, which had 
been previously filed by the Secretary. 

Maj. 8. Conant, General Manager of tha Florida South- 
ern Railway, having applied on the 7th inst. to have the 
road from Pern ber ton's Ferry to Brooksville inspected, 
the Engineer was so instructed by letter »f that date. 

J. E. Barwiek, President of the Board of Director* of 
the Wildwood, Lady Lake and Withlacooi-hep R. R. Co. 
having filed a plat of the survey of i*aid rood, asked for 
the withdrawal of lands. 

The following accounts were ordered paid : 

H. S. Duval, for inspecting the Tavares, Orlando and 
Atlantic R. R., one hundred and twentv five dollars 
(1125.00). 

"S. M. Bowen, for printing for Salesman's Office, Sir 
35-100 dollars ($6.25). 

In re the application of the JVildwood, Lady Lake and 
Withlacoochee R. R. Co.. above referred to. it was ordered 
that the odd-numbered sections of land granted under Act 
of Congress of September 2?th, 1850. for six miles on 
both sides of said line of road b* withdrawn from sale, 
subject to the right of actual settlers to purchase their 
improvements from the State iind subject to T he fun her 
order of the Board. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest * 

W. D. BARNES, President- 

Ppcretarv. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, October 12, 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William 1>. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Edward S. Orill, Treasurer. 

C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
This being the day to which the determination of the 
question under consideration on 3d, touching the right of 
the Florida Southern Railway Company to lands for that 
part of the road claimed to be constructed between 
Gainesville and Lake City, was postponed, there appeared 
before the Board Mr. Candler, President of the Florida 
Southern, Mr. Avery, General Counsel, Maj. Coaoiit, Gen- 
eral Manager and Mr. Davis, Att'y in behalf of the 
Florida Southern, and Mr. Mason in behalf of the Jack- 
sonville, Tampa and Key West Railway :ind Mr. F. T. 
Myera in behalf of the Plant Investment Company and 
Col. W. T>. Chipley in behalf of the P. & \. R. R., And 
upon the representation of Mr. Myers that -Judge Chis 
holm, the Attorney of the Plant Investment Company, 
desired to be heard upon the question before the Board 
and that he had been detained by unavoidable causes from 
appearing to-day. and asking for a postponement of the 
consideration of the question until his arrival, the Board 
adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES. President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, October Hth. 18S5. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William D, Barnes, Comptroller.' 
Edward R. Orill, Treasurer. 
O. M. Pooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
The gentlemen who were in attendance representing 
their several Rail Road Companies on the 12th, were pres- 
ent this day and Mr. Mason. Attorney for the .Tackson- 
Tille, Tampa and Key West Railway and the i'alatka * 
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Indian River Railway submitted to the Board a written 
agreement signed by him in behalf of the Jacksonville, 
Tampa and Key Wo«t Railway and the Palatka and In- 
dian River Railway, and by Mr. Candler as President of 
the Florida Southern Railway and by Mr, Chipley as 
Vice-President of the P. &. A. R. R.. Whereby the foau: 
Rail Road Companies named Consented and agreed , sub- 
ject to the approval of the Ro>trd, to a settlement of their 
differences in respect to the fends granted to them by the 
Legislature which paper was ordered to be filed, and the 
Board after due consideration held that they could not 
carry out the terms of the agreement. 

Mr. Mason applied for and obtained permission to 
withdraw the protests filed by him on the -'»d in behalf of 
the Palatka and Indian River Railway and the Jackson- 
ville, Tampa and Key West Railway. 

Mr. Chisholm not having arrived the consideration of 
the Florida Southern's road to Lake City was further 
postponed. 

The Board then adjourned. , 

Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. October 15th, 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : E. A. Perry. Governor. 

W. I). Barnes, Comptroller. 
E. 8. Crill. Treasurer. 
* CM. Cooper, Attorney General. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
The Board to-day heard Mr. Mason upon the applica- 
tion for lands for the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West 
Railway on the road constructed from the Junction with 
the South Florida to Bartow. 

They also heard an argument by Mr. Avery, General 
Counsel for the Florida Southern Railway, tippn the ques- 
tion of recognizing the Road built from Ichetueknce to 
Newnansville as a part of the constructed Road of the 
Florida Southern Railway Company from r *ake City .to 
Gainesville. 
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The Board then, adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. I>. BARNES, President, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, October 17th, 1S85. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, (Comptroller. 
Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. 
O. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
Judge Chisholm having arrived, he appeared before 
the Board and submitted his views at length on the ques-' 
tion of the Florida Southern connection between Lake 
City and Gainesville. He appeared in behalf of the Plant 
Investment Company which did the work of construc- 
tion of the, 25 miles of Road between the - Xewnansville 
Station and Ichetncknee. 

Farther consideration of the subject was postponed 
to next meeting of the Board. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest ' 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Sre-refary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, Nowmber 6th, 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William I>. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
The Board resumed the consideration of the claim of 
the Florida Southern Railway to lands for the construc- 
tion of Road from Gainesville to Lake City, as requested 
by petition filed this day by L. D. Ball, and adoDted the 
tallowing resolution : 
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Resolved, let, that the matters in the petition of the 
Florida Southern Kail way Company dated September 
1st, 1885, can not be granted as prayed. 

2d. In consideration of all the circumstances of the 
case, it is further Resolved that when the said Company 
shall have completed, ironed and equipped and in actual 
operation a railroad from Lake City to Iehetucknee this 
Board will convey to said Company lands to the amount 
of ten thousand acres per mile for the railroad from 
Gainesville to Hague and from Lake City to Iehetucknee. 

Application having been made by the Palatka and In- 
dian River Railroad and by the Jacksonville and At- 
lantic Railroad to have Engineer to inspect work of con* 
struction, he was accordingly instructed so to do. 

The Board then adjourned to 4 o'clock p. m. 
4 O'clock P. M. Nov. 6th, 1886. 

The Board met pursuant to adjournment. All present. 

R, W. Davis, Esqr., representing the Florida Southern, 
A. B. Mason, for the J. T. & K. W-, & P. & I. and W. D. 
Chipley, for the P. & A. appeared before the Board and 
submitted a memorandum agreement between the sev- 
eral roads represented by them, as to the order of grant- 
ing lands to said Roads, and providing for a settlement 
of all conflicts that might arise in respect to the lands 
granted to them; which was filed. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a petition from 
W. T. Sylvester, President of the Silver Springs, Ocala 
and Gulf Railroad Company asking that the lands 
granted by the Legislature of 10,000 acres per mile be 
reserved and set apart for said Road; which was ordered 
to be filed, and the consideration thereof was postponed 
for the present. 

The report of the State Engineer upon the construction 
of forty-three 2-10 mileB of road by the Florida Southern 
Railway Co., from Pemberton's Ferry to Lakeland, was 
received and is as follows: 

"Tallahassee. Fla., Oetcber 30th, 1885. 
Hon. W. D. Barnes, Sect'y Trustees I. I. Fund. 

Sir: In obedience to instructions, I inspected on the 
IfSth & 17th inst., forty-three and two-tenths miles, of the 
Florida Southern Railway Company's Charlotte Harbor 
Branch, commencing at a point at or near Femherton's 
Ferry in Sumter County and extending to Lakeland in 
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Polk County, and find the work of construction well 
done, and according to the best approved specifications, 
and I approve the same. 

Respectfully, 

H. S. DUVAL, 
State Engineer." 
The re|K)rt of the Engineer on the construction of the 
Florida Southern Railway from Peniberton's Ferry to 
Brooks ville, a distance of Eleven 27-100 miles was also 
submitted approving the sanie, and it is as follows: 

"Jacksonville, Florida. November 5th, 1886. 
Hon. W. D. Barnes, Sect'y Trustees I. I. Fund : 

Sir: In obedience to instructions. I inspected eleven 
and 27-100 miles of tbe Florida Southern Railway on the 
21st & 22d ultimo, extending from Pemberton's Ferry 
to Brooksville and found the work of construction well 
done, and according to specifications and<I approve the 
same. 

Respectfully, 

H. S. DUVAL, 
State Engineer." 
Tbe Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. 1>. BARNES, President. 

Secret a rv. 



Tallahassee. Florida, November 7th, 1S85. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. 

O. M. Cooper, Attot»py General. 

C-. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, Sic. 

The Board resumed the consideration of the matter 
of agreement between the several Railroads as to convey- 
ing lands, as continued from the 6th inst., and adopted 
the following resolutions: 

Resolved, 1st, That deedB be made to the Florida South- 
ern Railway Company for lands to an amount sufficient 
to make five-sixths (5-fl) of the amount of lands earned 
bv it and not vet deeded at the rate of ten thousand 
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acres per mile under its grant in excess of alternate see- 
lion* on k» much of its road as has been completed and 
approved by the State Engineer^ excepting spurn or 
branches not specified in the Act of the Legislature grant- 
ing such lands to said Company, and excepting the por- 
tion of road claimed by said Company from Hague to 
khetucktiee, upon satisfactory assurances being given to 
this Board that the road from Ichetucknee to Lake City 
will be completed on or before the 4th day of March, 1886, 

M. That from the lands nearest the surveyed line of 
Hit id Company there be specifically reserved to it, from 
being taken for the land grant of any other corporation, 
enough lands to satisfy the entire grant of 10,000 acres 
per mite to said Company upon its constructed road and 
its projected road from Lakeland to Charlotte Harbor. 

3d. That deeds be made to the Jacksonville, Tampa 
and Key West Railway Company for sufficient lands to 
make up five-sixths (5-6) of its grant of ten thousand 
acres per mile, exclusive of the alternate sections within 
the six mile limit, for each mile of its road completed 
and approved by the State Engineer, exclusive of the so 
wiled Bartow Branch. 

'ith. That there be specifically reserved for the Palatka 
and Indian River Railway Company of the lauds nearest 
the surveyed line of its road, from being taken for the 
land grant of any other corporation, enough, land to sat- 
isfy its land grant of Hix thousand acres per mile for its 
main line and the branches specified in the Act granting 
it such lands and the same being exclusive of the alter- 
nate sections in the six mile limit. 

5th. That said reserved lands shall be conveyed to mid 
mpecttve Companies as fast as earned by the completion 
of such sections of said respective roads a^ shall be ap- 
proved by the State Engineer and accepted by this Board 
in the said proportions that is to say five-sixths i5-6) to 
the Florida Southern of its grant of 10.000 acres per miie 
and two thirds (2-3) of the Palatka and Indian (liver 
grant of 6.000 acres per mile. 

6th. That as soon after the conveyance and reserva- 
tions above sjiecified have been made as possible, deeds be 
made to the Pensacola and Atlantic Railroad Company 
for sufficient lands to make up a total of two-thirds f 2-3) 
of its grant of 20,000 acres per mile upon its completed 
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and approved road, exclusive of alternate sections within 
the six mile limit. 

7th. That all tbe foregoing reservations are to be made 
subject to the further order of this Board, and nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to prevent this Hoard 
from making sales of lauds not conveyed, to homestead 
settlers according to the laws of this State, nor from 
making sales thereof for the administration of the fund 
or the payment of its debts or liabilities, 

8th. That the deeds to the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key 
West and the Florida Southern and the reservation to the 
Florida Southern Railway are to be dated on the sanfe 
day and the deeds for the lands already earned are to be 
delivered on the same day. The reservation for the Pa- 
latka and Indian River and the deed to the Pensacola 
and Atlantic are to be dated on the same day, the divis- 
ion as 1o these two companies to be agreed upon by them 
hereafter, subject to the approval of the Bttgfd. 

9th. That the foregoing resolutions are to be of no 
effect unless they are accepted by all the companies 
named therein and this Board notified of such acceptances 
within five days from this date. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. B\ BARNES, 1' resident. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, November 20th, 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 
Edward 8. Crill, Treasurer. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner of Lands & 
Immigration. 

Mr. B. I. Wailes, asked that his compensation for land 
selected, under the Palntkn Indemnity, he <r veit him and 
the Palatka Indemnity, he j-;' v Pn him nod the Beard 
ordered that such compensation be allowpd. 

The several Railroad Companies named in the resolu- 
tion adopted on the 7th inst. having signified their uc- 
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ceptance of tbe terms thereof, within the time specified 
said resolution was declared of force. 

The Board then adojurned. 
Attest: 

W, D. BARNES, President 

Sect'y pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida, November 25th, 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

Edward 8. Crill, Treasurer. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the report of En- 
gineer Duval on the construction of thirty miles of the 
Palatka and Indian River Railroad extending from Pa- 
latka to Seville, approving the same, which was accepted. 
And application having been made for deeds to the at-. 
ternate sections of land reserved for Raid road, It was or- 
dered, that the Salesman be instructed to prepare d(v;s 
for the Palatka and Indian River Railroad or Railway 
Company for the alternate sections of land for six miles 
on both sides of the thirty miles of road lately com- 
pleted and accepted, between Palatka & Heville, which lie 
within the limits of the reservation made for it at the 
time of the change of route on M March, 18S*J, except the 
hinds withdrawn for other railroad or canal Companies 
prior to that date, and not included in the reservation 
first made fop the said Palatka and Indian River Railway 
on the 25th June, 1881. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 

23 I. I. 
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Tallahassee. Florida. December 10th. 1886. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: Edward A. Ferry, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Edward £. ('rill. Treasurer, 

C. L. Mitchell. Com mi ssi oner, &e. 

Leroy I), Ball, Esqr.. appeared before the Board on 
behalf of the Florida Southern Railway Company and 
applied for deed* for the alternate sect ions of land for 
•ix miles on both sides of said lioad lately completed 
and accepted lietween Pemberton'R Ferry and Lakeland, 
a distance of Forty-three 2-10 miles, and between Pem- 
berton's Ferry and Brooks vi lie, a distance of Eleven 
27-100 miles, which had been reserved for said road, and 
it was Ordered, that the Salesman be instructed to pre- 
pare deeds for the same. 

The report of Engineer Dnval, upon the construction 
of the Jacksonville and Atlantic Railroad, a distance of 
Sixteen | miles, was submitted, approving the same and 
it was accepted. 

The Secretary advised the Board that application had 
been made by U. J. White, President, St. Johns and Hal- 
ifax River R. Company to have Engineer sent to inspect 
another section of said road, and that Capt. H. S. Duval, 
State Engineer, had been notified accordingly. 

Bill of H. S. Duval, State Engineer, for One hundred 
and twenty-five dollars, for inspecting the Florida South- 
ern from Pern ber ton's Ferry to Brooksville and for One 
hundred and twenty five dollars for inspecting the Jack- 
sonville and Atlantic R. R., ordered to be paid. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. # 



Tallahassee, Fla., December 11th, 1885. 
The Board met !■ the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Edward S. Grill, Treasurer: 
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The £t. AuguBtine and Palatka E. B. Co. having filed 
a plat of the survey o| their road from St. Augustine to 
Palatka, asked for a withdrawal of the even-numbered 
wet ions of land lying six miles on both sides of the sur- 
veyed line of said road, and it was Ordered that the res- 
ervation be made an requested subject to the further 
orders of this Board, and subject to the right of actual 
settlers to purchase their improvements at State Sched- 
ule prices. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. I>. BABXES. President. 

Secreta rv. 



Tallahassee, Florida. December 16th, 1885. 

The Board met in Executive Office. 

Present: Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. . " 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 

On motion Hon. E, S. Crill, wag made temporary Pres- 
ident. 

Hon. J. G. Speer, President of the Apopka Canal Com- 
pany, presented a petition in behalf of said Company 
asking that the time given for the completion of said 
canal be extended to January 1st, 1887, which petition, 
after fully considering the reasons therein given, was 
granted, and such was made the order of the Board. 

He also filed an affidavit made by himself and B. M. 
Rims, Secretary and Treasurer of said Company, recit- 
ing that there had been sold of the lands set aside for 
said Canal Company, fourteen hundred and forty-three 
acres, and that seven hundred and seventy- five dollars 
of the proceeds were held by the State, and asked that 
the same be paid over to said Company, — Which appli- 
cation was postponed for a fnll meeting of the Board. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BAENBS, President. 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, December 18th, 1885. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Edward 8. Crill, Treasurer. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
The Jacksonville and Atlantic Railroad Co. having 
filed application for the alternate sections of laud re- 
served for it and, the road having been inspected and 
accepted, it was Ordered that the Salesman be instructed 
to prepare deeds for the same. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, rresidenr. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 1st, IS8G. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. • 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney-General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &•;. 
The Secretary laid before the Board (he report of TL 
8. Duval, State Engineer, approving the construction of 
six miles of the St. Johns and Halifax River Railroad, 
which is as follows; 

"River Junction, Fla„ December 23th, 1S83. 
Hon. W. D. Barnes, Sect'y Trust ?es t. I. Fund. 

Sir: In obedience to instruct inns received from yon, I 
Inspected on the 2llth in?t. Six <(>) miles of the St. Johns 
and Halifax River R. R. making altogether Eighteen 
miles from the beginning of the road on the bunks of the 
St. Johns River to the present point of completion. I 
find the work constructed in accord nnce with tiic nmst 
approved fjwcifl cations of narrow gauge railroads uud I 
approve the same. 

Respectful I v. 

n. F. 1»L*VAt, State Eng." 
The following order was then passed: 



Ordered, That tie Salesman be directed to make out 
deeds for the St. Johns and Halifax River Railroad 
Company, for the alternate sections of land reserved for 
it and lying within six miles on both sides of the Eigh- 
teen miles of completed road, and for the alternate sec- 
tions of land within the twenty (20) mile limit sufficient 
to make up any deficiency in the six mile limit along the 
completed portion of said road. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. • 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 8th, 1SS6. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward* A. Perry, Governor. 
Edward 8. Crill, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
Alfred Bishop Mason, Esqr, appeared before the Board 
and presented the following petitions expressing his views 

TACFBOD * 

"Tallahassee, Florida, January 8th, 188C. 
To the Honorable the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund : 

The Palatka and Indian River Railway Company prays 
thalt the BO-caJled "canal reserve'' in Volusia. Hrevsird and 
Dade counties may be set aside as illegal and void as 
against its grant and that the lands in said reserve may 
be reserved for it. 

Reaper tfullv submitted 
PALATKA & INDIAN RIVER RY. "JO- 
by Alfred Bishop Mason. Gea'l Counsel." . 

"Tallahassee, Florida. January J*tli, 1886. 
To the Honorable the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida : 
The Jacksonville. St. Augustine and Halifax Uivn* 
Railroad respectfully requests the Board to rescind its ac- 
tion (no notice of which was given petit ioner\ granting 
the Jacksonville and Atlantic R. R. the him!* within R 
and 20 miles of its line. The J. St. A. & H. R. Co. claims 
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to own the BMfSt of these lands. It prays that the Board 
will give it a hearing before voting away its property. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JACKSONVILLE, ST. AUGUSTINE & HALIFAX RIV- 
ER RY, CO. 

by Alfred Bishop Mason, Gen'l Couiusel." 

"Tallahassee. Florida, January Sth, ISS6. 
To the Honorable Board of Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of the State of Florida : 
The Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West Kail way Com- 
pany asks that its pending deed may be inad^ to include: 

I. The lands in Clay Connly reserved for the Green 
Cove Springs and Melrose Boad. 

II. The lauds in St. Johns and Putnam Counties re- 
served Dec. llth. 1885, for the St. "Augustine and Palatka 
R. K. 

III. The lands in Volusia County i-eserved for the Se- 
ville and Halifax River II. K. 

IV. The land in eastern part of Polk County claimed 
by the Florida Southern Kail war. 

V. Part of the land in the so called "canal reserve," 
the whole of which reserve is claimed to be illegal and 
void. 

This Company petitions the Board to rescind its action 
(do notice of which was given petitioner) granting the 
Jacksonville and Atlantic R. R. the lands within R and 
20 miles of its line. This rote is in violation' of lfce 
agreement in the suit of J. T. & K. \V. vs. Trustees, &c, 
now pending in the United States Circuit Court. 

Finally this Company praye that hereafter it may be 
given due notice when the Board proposes to act upon 
matters involving its rights and may have an opportunity 
to be heard. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JACKSONVILLE. TAMPA AND KEY WEST RY. CO., 
By Alfred Bishop Mason, Vice Pres't." 

I. L. Harris, presented the following oet ! t : on of the 
Florida Midland R. R.: 

"Tallahassee, Florida, January Sth, 1886. 
To the Hon. Board of Trustees I. L Fun " 

Gentlemen : In behalf of the Florida Midland Railway 
Company, I would respectfully ask your body to with- 
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draw from sale the alternate sections within nix miles of 
the line of road as surveyed and filed with the Honorable 
Secretary of State, December 25th, 1885, b^ing the road 
from Lake Jesup to Apnpka, ihe Company hereby applies 
for the odd numbered sections as the alternate sections to- 
be held for aid in construction of said road and I would 
also call your attention to Section 9 of Chapter 3652, 
Laws of Florida, which refers to indemnity for lands lack- 
ing in the 6 mile limit and would also ask that the odd 
and even numbered sections within 20 miles of the road 
be also withdrawn. 

Yours Verv Respect Fullv, 

I. L. HARRIS, Arty.? 

Hon. P. W. White, appeared for the Palntka and St 
Augustine R. R., and presented the following petition : 
"Tallahassee, Florida, January 8th, 1%86. 
To th» Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 

Fund of the State of Florida. 

Sirs : On behalf of the St. Augustine and I'ala tka Rail- 
road Company, I hereby apply for the withdrawal in favor 
of the said Company of the even-numbered sections of the 
lands granted to the State of Florida by Act of Congress 
of September 28th, 1850, which lie within twenty miles 
on each side of its surveyed line, to make up the deficien- 
cy which exists of even-numbered sections within six 
miles on each side of its line. 

Very Respectfully, 

P. W. WHITE, Attorney, &c." 

The Board then adjourned until 4 o'clock P. M. 

4 O'CLOCK P. M. 

The Board met pursuant to adjournment. Maine mem- 
bers present as at morning session. 

Attorney General Cooper, offered the following resolu- 
tions which were adopted : 

Resolved 1st. That the alternate even-numbered sec- 
tions of land on each side of the Florida Midland Rnilway 
Co. within six miles of said road be reserved for said 
Company until the further order of the Board. 

2d. That enough of the even-numbered sections of land 
within the twenty mile limit of said road to make op the 
indemnity of said Company for deficiency in alternate 
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sections be reserved from conveyance under land grant of 
any other corporation antil the farther del-rnii nation of 
the Board, this reservation not preventing the sale of said 
land without the six mile limit. 

Resolved, That enough of the even-numbereJ sections of 
land within the twenty mile limit of the St. Augnstine 
and Palatka Railroad Company, ia addition to the alter- 
nate sections already reserved for said road, be reserved 
from conveyance under land grant to any other rorpora- 
tion until the further determination of the Hoard, to 
make up the indemnity of said St. Augustine and I'alatka 
R. R. Co., thie reservation not preventing the sale of said 
lands without the six mile limit. 

Resolved, That enough of the odd-numbered sections of 
land within the twenty mile limit of the LJlue Springs, 
Orange City and Atlantic R. R, Co. in addition to the 
alternate sections already reserved for said road, be re 
served from conveyance under land grant to any other 
corporation until the further determination of the Board. 
to make up the indemnity of said Blue Springs, Orange 
City and Atlantic R. R. Co., this reservation not prevent- 
ing the sale of said lands oiHside of the six mile limit. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : President. 

Secretary pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Fla.. January 13th, 1886. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

A quorum present. 

It appearing that the Silver Springs. Ocala and Gulf 
Railroad Company filed a pi at of the survey of its road 
from Oca la to on the 4th day of November, 

1885, and said road having through its President, W, T. 
Sylvester, selected the odd numbered sections of land 
within the six mile limit, it is Ordered That the alternate 
odd numbered sections of lands granted by the act of Con 
fp-esB of September 28th, 1850, lying within six miles on 
each side, of the projected route of the Silver Springs, 
Oca la and Gulf Railroad Company be reserved from sale 
for the benefit of said Company subject to the right -of 



actual settlers to purchase the lands embracing their im- 
provements. There appearing no further business the 
Board adjourned. 
Attest: 

W D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florfta, January 26th, 1886- 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: Edward A. Perry Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 

The Secretary presented to the Board application of the 
Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West Bail way Company for 
the withdrawal of lands within the 2fl mile limit of their 
surveyed line of road from Jacksonville to the Southern 
boundary of Manatee County, to make up deficiencies in 
the six mile limit, which was ordered to be filed. 

Also an application from the Palatka and Indian River 
Railway Company, for deeds to the alternate sections 
within six miles of its line from Seville to Orange City, 
which was filed. 

Also, an application from the Jacksonville, St. Augus- 
tine and Halifax River Railway Company for land within 
the 20 mile limit of its line from Jacksonville to St. Au- 
gustine, to make up the deficiency in the six mile limit, 
which was ordered to be filed for future consideration. 

A communication was read to the Board from Messrs. 
Wall" and Turner, Attys for A. H. Parslow, applying to 
the Trustees to with-hold deeds from the Jacksonville, 
Tampa and Key West Ry Co. until the said Company 
shall have complied with the terms of un alleged con- 
tract between the said Parslow, J. M. Armstrong and 
Wm, Fleet, and the Florida Construction Company of 
New Jersey. The Board being of the opinion that they 
have no power to act in the matter, directed the Secretary 
to so advise the petitioners. 

The Salesman laid before the Board the petition of J. 
W. Hooker, asking that a deed for the SWJ of the NEJ 
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and 8E* of KW| Section 17, T 2ft, S, of R 1% K. be made 
direct to him on receipt pi von by the Salesman of tLe 
Board to William B. Hooker, his father, nn 9th December 
1865: It being shown that the Raid W. B. Hooker, was 
dead and that the said 3 -W. Hooker, had quit claim deeds 
to said lands from all the heirs in interest, it was ordered 
that the deed be made as applied for. 

A communication was read from Messrs. Fleming and 
Daniel, asking that a deed be made to D. G. Ambler for 
certain lands therein described, which had been entered 
by his father, Pr. D. C. Ambler, in his life time, stating 
that the said D. G. Ambler, is the only surviving heir of 
the said Dr. D. C. Ambler, but that other parties claimed 
an equitable interest in said lands. It was the opinion 
of the Board that the deed Bhould be made to the person 
authorized by law to receive it, and that it would be 
issued to such person when the Board is so advised. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That hereafter the Schedule pricoi of the lands 
known and designated as Swamp and Overflowed shall be 
fixed at one dollar per acre, without regard to the quan- 
tity embraced in any one purchase, provided that applica- 
tions to purchase made before the date hereof are not to 
be affected by this resolution. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES. President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. February 2d, 1886» 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Govern sr. 

William I>. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Edward 8. Crill, Treasurer. 

C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 

The following bills were presented fron Salesman's 
Office and ordered to be paid : 



Postage for .January, 1886 1 102.90 

C. A. Bryan, for binding record of deeds 1.00 

J. M. Cook, for making and backing Township 

plats 27.00 

Postage for October, 1885 18.50 

r. 0. Box Rents for two quarters. 100 

Postage tor December, 1885 11.00 

Postage for July, 1885 . 71.60 

Postage for August, 1885 ! 650 

J. M. Dancy, for Township Plate 4X0 

N. M. Bowen 25 40 

Clerk of Manatee Co., recording deed 1 .30 



Total , $276.20 

The Board then adjourned. 

Attest: 

W. 1>. KARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, February 11th, 1886. 
The Board met in Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
The Salesman laid before the Board the application of 
John W. Whidden, to cancel Entry No. 11805, Deed of 
February 20th, 1883, And, it appearing that the land em- 
braced in said Entry No. 11805, and in deed made to 
John W. Whidden, on the 20th day of Februarv, 1883, To 
wit:. Lot 8, Section 2 and Lot 2, W* of SE^ & SEJ, of 
SW$ Sec- 10, Township 33, 8, Range 28, E, containing 
228 76-100 acres, had not then, nor has <*inc3 been pat 
ented to the State, and a deed of re-conveyance having 
been properly executed by said Whidden and wife for the 
lands above described and delivered to said Trustees of 
the I. L Fund, it is Ordered, That the purchase money 
paid by said Whidden for said land amounting to . the 
sum of One hundred and ninety-two 18-100 .-Mia™ 
($192 18-100) be refunded to said J. W, Whidden. 



The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, President 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, February 13th, 1.S8G. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William I). Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
The Florida Midland Railway Company having filed 
with the Secretary of State, a plat of its surveyed line 
from Sonth Apopka to Ocooe in Orailge County, and ap- 
plied for a reservation of the even-numbered sections of 
land within six miles on each side of said line of road to 
aid in its construction, it is Ordered, that the even-nnm- 
ered sections of land granted by Act Of Congress of Sep- 
tember 28tb, 1850. lying on both sides of the surveyed lice 
of the Florida Midland Railway extending from Sonth 
Apopka to Ocooe? in Orange County, a distance of Nine 
miles, be reserved from sale, for the benefit of said Rail- 
way, Bubject to the further orders of the Board, and sub- 
ject to the right of actual settlers, at the time of this 
reservation, to purchase their improvements at State 
Schedule prices. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretarr. 



Tallahassee. Florida, February 16th, 188*5. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William D. Barnes. # Comptrol!er. 
Edward S. Grill, Treasurer. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
C. M. Cooper. Attorney General. 
Mr. Alfred Bishop Mason, appeared before the Board in 
behalf of the Jacksonville, St. A. and Halifax River Kail- 
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* way Company, nud presented formal application to hare 
deeded to them the laufe to which they are entitled under 
their charter, naming the indemnity within the '2H mile 
limit 

Mr. Mason also in behalf of the Jacksonville, Tninpa 
and Key West Railway Company, presented the following 
petition: 
"To the Honorable the Board of Trustees of the [ntemal 

Improvement Fund: 

The Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West Railway Com- 
pany respectfully ask you to carry out what we under- 
stand is the true intent an ,; . meaning of 'he proposition 
made by you November 7th, 1885, viz: to deed to us five 
sixths of a reserve of 557,500 acres of land nearest our 
line from Jacksonville to Palatkn. This involves your 
deeding this Company five sixths of all the hind owned 
by the Trust in Nassua, Duval, Clay, St. Johns. I'utruiin, 
Volusia, Marion and Orange Counties and also some land 
in Brevard County. 

This also involves the cancellation of the withdrawals 
for ilk- Jacksonville and Atlantic, the St. August hie and 
Palatkn, the Green Cove Springs and Melrose, the St. 
Johns & Halifax, the Seville & Jlalifax River, the Blue 
Springs, Orange City & Atlantic, the Coast Line Canal 
nnd sundry other corporations of more or less antiquity. 
No one of these corporations had completed « mile «tf rail- 
road or canal in March, 1884, at that time our road was 
finished. 

We ask for the rassacp of the following resolutions: 
"Resolved; (1) that all withdrawals and respirations of 
"land in Nassau, Dnval. Clay, Putnam, St. Johns. Ma- 
"rlon, Volusia, Orange and Brevard Counties be. itttd the 
"same hereby are, set aside and revoked; -'"i ihat all the 
"lands owned hy the Internal Improvement Trust in tfetpa 
"Counties nnd a sufficient number of acres in the Xorth- 
"ern part of Brevard to make in all 557,500 ncrea be, and 
"the same hereby are, reserved for the Jacksonville, 
"Tampa & Key West Railway Company; (i) that Tha 
"Land Commissioner do forthwith select ooe-sixth of this 
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"reserve, to wit: 92,916 acres, ami that tlit* remaining 
"4M,534 a* res be deed to said Company a.* once.'' 
K«"s*iKH'tfnl1v submitted. 

'.I. T. k K. W. BY. ro., 
II? Alfred Bishop Mason, V. IV 
"February Kith. 1886. 

Mr. Mason suhinittt-d florae remarks iti mtpporl of said 
petition and John T. Walker, Ksqr.. Attorney for the 
Jacksonville and Atlantic K. B. and the Blue Spring*, 
Orange City and Atlantic It. It. appeared in behalf of paid 
corporations, and asked that further dJMUMioa of the 
matter be postponed until 10 o'clock A. M tomorrow, 
wblch was agreed to. 

February 17th, 1R86, 10 OVlodc A. M. 

The B<iard met pursuant to adjournment'. Full Hoard 
present; also John T. Walker, representing (lie Jackson- 
ville and Atlantic & I he Blue Springs. Orange '"ity & At 
Ian tic R. R., Messrs. Mason and Poniing if present t tig the 
Jacksonville. Tampa and Key West Railway Co.. Major 
R. McLaughlin the St. Augustine and I*alatk:< ft. K.. W. 
I>. Chipley. the TVnuuroIa and Atlantic B. K.. S. P, liar 
pee. tbe Blue Spring. Orange ("ity and Atlantic R. R., 
Hugh A. ("orley. (he Creen Cove Springs and Melrose R. 
R„ J. W. Ma lone, representing Judge White in behalf of 
the Florida ("oast Line ("anal and Trans. Company and 
R. W. Davis. Kscjr.. for the Florida Southern Railway. 

Mr. Mason proceeded to address the Board upoi the 
subject contained in his petition filed Yesterday, after 
which Mr. John T. Walker addressed the Heard in reply. 
After some further consultation it was agree* 1 among the 
several parties present that briefs be prepared upon the 
questions in dispute, and filed with the Board of Trustees 
by the fith day of March, and that a final hearing by the 
Board be had oa the Sfh of March. 

The following petitions were presented nnd filed for fu- 
ture consideration? * 

By Randall. Walkers and Foster, Attorneys for the 
Jacksonville and Atlantic B. R., asking for l>eeds for the 
alternate set- ti oris of land reserved for it 

By Randal], Walkers and Foster, Att'ys for the Blue 
Springs. Orange City and Atlantic R. R„ asking for reser- 
vation of the alternate sections in the tweutv mile limit 
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of said road to indemn i fy it for deficiencies in the zlx mile 
reservation heretofore made. 

By W. I>. Chiplcy, for Pensaeola and Atlantic R. R., 
asking that in making deeds to the Railroads for lands 
granted by the Legislature, under the agreement of No- 
vember 7th, 1885. the lands nearest the line of road be 
assigned to them, including those which .ire unsorveyed. 
and those approved and not patented. 

The report of II. S, Duval, State Engineer, ns the- con- 
struction of eight miles of the Blue Springs, Orange flity 
and Atlantic K. R. was presented and accepted and is as 
follows : 

"Orange City. Florida, February Uth. 188fl. 
Hon. W. IX Barnes, Sccty. Bd. Trustees I. T. Fund. Talla- 
hassee. Fla. : 

Sir— Tn obedience to instructions dated Feb'y 2d, 1886, 
I inspected to day eight miles of the Blue Springs. 
Orange City and Atlantic Railroad, extending from Blue 
Springs on ihe St. .Johns River to Lake TTelen, both in 
Volusia Co.. and find the work of construction well done, 
indeed excellent, and in this respect not surpassed by any 
other road in the State, and in accord an re to the most 
approved specifications — and T approve tf*e same. 

ICcspeet fully, 
n. S. DUVAL, State Engineer." 

Mi. L. 1*. Harper, General Manager of the Blue Spring, 
Orange City k Atlantic Railroad, filed an application for 
deeds for the alternate sections of land reserved for it 
along the completed and accepted line of road. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the Specifications 
for the construction of the St. Augustine ind Palaika 
Railroad and was directed to return the warn? with the 
suggestion that they be amended so as to have the gauge 
of the road stated, and to have the clearing to extend to 
60 feet from the center of the tract on each side. 

The following remit of the State Engineer was read 
and ordered spread upon the minutes: 

"Bartow. Fla., January 9th, 1886. 
Hon. VV. I>. Barnes, Sect'y Bd. Trustees I. f. Fund. 

Sir: In obedience to your instructions dated l>eeeinber 
31st, 1885, I inspected on the 9th of January, 1886. fen 
(10) miles of the Charlotte ITarbor Division of the Flori- 
da Southern Railway from Bartow to Fort Meale and 
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find the work of construction well done, indeed excellent- 
ly done, and according to specifications and I Approve 
the same. 

H. S. DUVAL, State Engineer." 
The Hoard then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. I>. BARNES, President 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, February 22d, 1886. 
The Beard met in the Executive Office- 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William T). Barnes, Comptroller. 
Edward 8. Crill, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney-General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner of Lands & 
Imm. 
The Secretary laid before the Board the report of Engi- 
neer Duval upon the construction of ten (10) miles of the 
Florida Southern Railway Southward from Fort Meade 
in Polk Co., whkb report is as follows: 

"Bartow, Fla.. Feby. 10th, 1886. 
Hop, W. P. Barnes, Se.t'y Beard Trustees I. 1. Fund, 
Tallahassee, Fla. 

Kir : In obedience to instructions dati'd Jan'y 26th, 
1886, I insppcted to-day ten (10) miles of the Florida 
Southern Failwav. extending from Fort Meade South- 
ward, and find the work of construction well done and 
according to specifications, an 1 I approve the same. 
Respect full v. 

H. 8. DUVAL, State Engineer." 
The following bills were ortfrrcd tojtoe paid; 
II. P. Duval, for inspecting "nine Spr : ng, Orange City 
and Atlantic R. R.. One hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

II. S. Dnral. for inspecting 10 miles Florida Southern 
Railway from Bartow to Fort Meade, One hundred and 
twenty-five dollars. 

H. 8. Duval, for inspecting 10 milrs Florida Southern 
Railway South from Fort Meade, One hundred and twen- 
ty-five dollar*. 



fM 

The Itoard then adjourned. ." , 

Attest: 

W. I>. KARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, March 8th, 1SSB. 

The Koard met in the Executive Office. 

Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William P. Karnes, Comptroller. 
Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney-General. 

Absent: C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner of Lands & I. 

The Briefs submitted by the several Railroad and Can at 
Companies as to the right of the Trustees to withhold 
from the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West Railway 
Company the alternate se;tion reservations within Fix 
and twenty mi lea of Railroads and Canals organized un- 
der the general law and not completed in whole or in part 
when the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key Weft Railway 
was completed from Jacksonville to Paiatka, were Lpfore 
the Bonrd for consideration, and Mr. Alfred H.shop Ma- 
son made a brief argun.ent in behalf of the .). T. & K. W. 
Ra i I way. 

The I'fnrd ro"=tnoned further consideration of I he sub- 
ject until to-morrow the 9th. 

The Spei ifhations of construction of the St. Augus- 
tine and I'ii lit (I a R. R. bnving been amended as required 
by the Beard, were approved and ordered spread upon the 
minutes: 

"Sppcifh atinns 
"used in tbe construction of the St. Augustine ami Pa- 
iatka Pallwav. 

Clearing — The ground forming the bass of all embank- 
ment. «Tid thrty feet rn< h p'de of the ."enter line to be 
chared to within two fret of tlie ground of nil Timber 
brush, tcpf and all stnuips and piled on che outer edge cf 
811 M r-l^mnp. 

J/ifrfrfrifl— Whrrever mnd. mnck or similar *oft tn» 
teriiit occura iu exuavatioua or embankments wit bin two 

C(> I. I. 
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feet of said grade it shall be removed and replaced by 
compact earth. 

Wtdth of Roadbed and Slope*— The width of Road 
way shall be twenty -one feet wide at grade in excavation, 
and twelve feet wide at grade in embankments. The bot- 
toming in excavation to be left twelve feet wide at grade 
to within eighteen inches with ditches oo either side and 
slopes one and one-half horizontal to one vertical. 

Embankment g — Embankments to be formed twelve 
feet wide at grade with slogies of one and one half hori- 
zontal to one vertical. Wherever the embankment is 
formed, from ditching on either side, such ditching and 
the crest of the slopes thereof shall in no ciise approach 
within three feet of the foot of the proper embankment, 
all ditches to have the same slope as embankments. 

Diteke* — All ditches shall be made continuous and of 
even width at hottom, except where more material is re- 
quired to work the embankment or. of even depth, the 
standard widih of bottom being two feet with proper 
slopes on either side. 

PiUitff — The files must be of straight round timber, 
of the quality, approved by the Engineer. Piles under 
twenty feet in length to be eleven (11) inches in diame- 
ter at the small end. Piles from twenty to thirty feet in 
length to be ten (10) inches in diameter at the email 
end. Piles from thirty (30) to forty (40) feet in length 
to be nine (9) inches in diameter at the small end. 
Piles from forty (40) to Fifty (50) feet in length to be 
eight and one half (8§) inches in diameter at small end. 
Piles from fifty (50) "to sixty (60) feet in length to be 
(8) inches in diameter at the small end. They shall be 
driven in such places and to such depths as required by 
the Engineer and cut off square to receive "cape." 

Trestle Work, tfc— Includes all wooden structures 
commonly used as substitute for abutments, piers, cattle 
guards, water ways, &c. They shall be built according 
to plans furnished, and directions given by the Engineer, 
of sound durable wood to be approved by him. The iron 
used will be of the best American. 

Size of Pile Capping, 10x14. 

Size of Stringers. 11x14. 

Size of Sawed Ties, 6x8. 
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Every sixth tie to be 7x8 and gained on the stringer. 
Sine of Guard Rail 6x8. 

OroHH-Tief. — Cross ties will be eight iS) feet six (6) 
inches long and seven (7) inches heart face bctweei* 
the edges of sap wood. Not over ten (10) inches wide 
and not less than six (6) inches thick, sawed .square 
at the enils straight and hewed on four sides and per- 
fectly sound. 

Track Laying— AW ties must be Bpaced twenty-two 
(22) inches between centres, and the ends accurately 
lined. The suspended joint will be used, and the ties at 
the joints must not have less than eight (8) inches heart 
face. 

The track will l>c of fifty <">0) pounds to the yard 
Hi eel Rails, and be laid to an even and true gauge of 
four feet eight and three quarter inches (4 ft. 8$ inch 
standard) with an increase of gauge around curve© as 
directed by the Engineer. 

The Angle irons will be properly put on with full uum- 
ber of bolts and nuts and the rail properly spiked, four 
spikes at each tie well driven hoine. 
W. J. JARVIS, tk H. J. CAMPRELL, 

Supt. W Chief Engineer/* 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. V. BARNES, President. 

t*fHTetary. 



Tallahassee. Florida. March 9th, 1886. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. Perry. Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Edward S. Grill, Treasurer. 
O. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
The Board resumed the consideration of the question 
postponed from yesterday, and after dne deliberation the 
following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, 1st. That this Board declines to convey to 
the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key West Railway Com- 
pany any lands reserved for other corporations for alter- 
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natc sections in the six mile limit or for the indemnity 
lands in the twenty mile limit under Chapter 3166, Acta 
of 1H7!>, But nothing herein is intended to affect the ac- 
tion of the Board in the premises upon the cancellation of 
any reservation. 

£d. That this Board will not convey t,o the Florida 
Coast Line Canal and Transportation Company any land 
other than such as may be earned by actual construction 
of canal, and in computing the mileage of canal, natural 
water-ways, or portions thereof, already navigable will 
not be included, — That an examination be made to de- 
termine to what extent the reservation heretofore made 
for Baid Canal Company is excessive. 

3d. That the application of said Jacksonville, Tampa 
and Key West Railway Company, to have conveyed to it 
the lands reserved for the Seville and Halifax Railway 
Company will be granted to the extent that said J. T. 
and K. W. Ry. Co. may be entitled to receive the same, 
and where there are no conflicting reservations, when 
this Board shall be satisfied that it is proper to cancel 
the reservation of said Seville and Halifax River Rail- 
way Company, and saving the rights of actual settlers.. 

Hon. R. W. Davis. Attorney fAle Florida Southern 
Railway Company, presented the^ollowing petition: 
"To the Hon. Board of Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund of Florida: 

Your petitioner the Florida Southern Railway Com- 
pany respectfully shows that it is their intention in good 
faith to build and operate a line of Rail Road as a part 
of its system from Brooksvilte in Hernando or some 
point near thereto to a point near thereto at or near 
Tampa in Hillsborough County, and that they have duly 
filed in the office of the Secretary of State, the map and 
plat and diagram of said route, the same having been 
done on March 3d. ISSfi. and all other requirements of the 
Statute having been complied with. — Petitioners there- 
fore ask that yonr Honorable Board will confirm the 
Special reserve heretofore made on said line, for a road 
from Rroofcsville to Tampa, and will order and direct 
that the same be held for your Petitioners in special re- 
serve. 

& T>. BATTi. I Petitioners 



B, W. DAVIS. S Attorney a." 



\ 
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Whereupon the Board passed the folkwing resolu- 
tion : 

The Florida 'Southern Railway Company having filed 
its assurances before this Board of its intention in good 
faith to construct and operate a line of Gail road from 
a point at or near Brooksville to a point at or near 
Tampa, passing through the counties of Hernando and 

Hillsborough and , said Company having 

filed maps, plats and diagrams of said route and certi- 
ficates of location. — Therefore, Resolved, Tbat the alter- 
nate sections of land lying along and within six miles 
of said line heretofore held in reserve be and the same 
are hereby continued in reserve for said road on said 
line until the further order of this Board, reserving all 
rights of actual settlers. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : ' 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 22(1. 1886. 

Th» Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: Edward -A. Perry. Governor. 

William 1), Barnes, Comptroller. 

Edward S. Oill. Treasurer. 

C. L. Mitchell, rommissioner, &c. 

John W. Ma lone, Esqr., submitted in behalf of the 
Florida Coast Line Canal aud Transportation Company, 
a petition, asking that the clause of the resolution 
adopted by the Board on the 9th inst., relating to the 
conveying of lands for said Canal he re-called and re- 
voked, and a day be appointed for a tearing upon the 
questions involved therein. The Board thereupon ap- 
pointed the 20th day of April next for a full hearing upon 
the matters embraced in said petition, and the jwtition 
was ordered to be filed. 

The Florida Coast Line Canal and Transportation 
Company, also submitted motions that no lands be 
granted to the J. T. & K. W. Railway Co., under Section 
5 of Chapter 31C8 Laws of Florida, nor to the Palatka 
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and Indian River Railway Co. under Section 6 of Chap- 
ter &J31 Laws of Florida, for reasons therein set forth, 
and the motions wnv tiled; and the questions therein 
raised were wet for hearing on HOlh day of April. 

Mr. B. W. May sou, filed application to purchase the 
dead and fallen cedar on the State lands between the 
St. Marks and Suwannee Rivers at One dollar and fifty 
cents per cord, which was ordered to be referred to the 
"3tate Timber Agent of Lafayette County, for report giv- 
ing his opinion of the proposition. 

The application of the Apopka and Atlantic R. R. to 
have the odd sections of lands within twenty miles of its 
surveyed line reserved for it, was laid before the Board, 
and it appearing that the Company had filed a map of its 
line as actually surveyed from Apopka to the T. O. & A. 
R. R. in the office of the Secretary of State, it was Or- 
dered that the odd sections of land granted by the A^ct of 
Congress of Septefnber 28th, 1850, within the twenty, 
mile limit on both sides of said road be reserved in quan- 
tities sufficient to make up the deficiency that may occur 
within the six mile limit of said road, for the benefit of 
the same, — But this reservation is made subject to the 
further orders of the Board, and to prior reservation! 
for other corporations, and subject also to the right of 
actual settlers on such lands to purchase their improve- 
ments at Schedule prices. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. I). BARNES. President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 24th, 1886. 
The Board m*t in the Executive Office. * 
Present: Edward A. Terry, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller, 

Edward R. CriU, Treasurer. 

C L. Mitchell. Commissioner. &c. 

Messrs. Candler, Avery, Davis & Couper, appeared be- 
fore the Board in behalf of the Florida Southern Railway 
Co. and presented a formal application in writing for the 
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lands canted by reason of construction of said Road to 
Charlotte Harbor from its initial point Lake City, and 
various other branches and extensions, which was or- 
dered to be filed, and further consideration of the mat- 
ter was postponed until 12 o'clock M. tomorrow and the 
Board adjourned to that hour. 

March 25th, 1886— 12 o'clock M. 

Th* Board met in the Executive Office pursuant to ad- 
journment. All present except the Attorney General. 

Messrs. Avery, Candler, Davis & Couper were present 
in behalf of the Florida Southern Railway. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That if Col. •£. I. Wailes, will surrender to 
the Florida Southern Railway Company Section Seven 
(7) Township Forty-one (41) South of Range Twenty- 
three (23) East, at or near Charlottee Harbor, this Board 
will allow him to select another Section of State land in 
Hen thereof. 

The Board resumed the consideration of the petition 
filed on yesterday by the Florida Southern Railway Com- 
pany, asking for deeds for lands earned by reason of con- 
struction — And a resolution was submitted for adoption 
modifying the resolution of November 7th, 1885, passed 
in compliance with an agreement between The Florida 
Southern Railway Company, the Jacksonville, Tampa, 
and Key West Railway Company, the Pcnsacola and At- 
lantic Railroad Company, and the Palatka and Indian 
River Railway Company, in -so. far as relates to the time 
of delivery of deeds to the Florida Southern Railway 
Co., and to carry out the object of the petition presented 
on yesterday , — Upon Which action was postponed until 
there shall be a full meeting of the Board. 

It was Ordered by the Board that the Salesman be in- 
structed to prepare deeds for the Florida Southern Rail- 
way Company to the alternate sections of land within the 
six mile limit of its line of road completed and accepted, 
and for which deeds have not already been granted, and to 
include such lands of the alternate sections lying within 
the six mile limit on the line for which they have already 
received deeds as have been patented to the State under 
the provisions of the Act of Congress of September 28th, 
1850, since the execution of surli deeds. 
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The Board then adjoarncd. 4 

Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, I'raf&tnt. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 27th, 1886. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William D, Earner, Comptroller. 

Edward 8.- Grill, Treasurer. 

C. M. Cooper, Attorney-General. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the application of 
the Bine Spring, Orange City and Atlantic R. R. for the 
alternate sections of land along the six miles of road com- 
pleted and accepted, which was filed, and it was 
Ordered, by the Board that the Salesman be in- 
structed to prepare deeds for the Bine Spring, 
Orange City and Atlantic R. R. to the alter- 
nate sections of lands reserved for them and lying 
within the six mile limit of its constructed road of six 
miles, and to such lands in the like alternate Sections 
within twenty miles of said six miles of road, as may be 
necessary to make np the deficiency within the six mile 
limit. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 12th. 1886. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 
Edward S. Grill, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper. Attorney-General. 
G, L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
The following communication was presented to the 
Board : 
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"Tallahassee, Florida, April 12th, 1886. 
To the Honorable Board of Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of the State of Florida. 

Gentlemen : The Jacksonville, St. Augustine and Hali- 
fax River Railway Company respectfully request your 
honorable body to deed to it the indemnity lands under 
the Act of 1879. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. HT. A. & HALIFAX R. RY. CO. 
by Alfred Bishop Mason. General Counsel." 

Upon motion it was decided that the request of the 
Jacksonville, St. Augustine and Halifax River Railway 
Company be granted and that the Salesman prepare 
deeds for such indemnity lauds under the Act of 1879. 

The report of H. S. Dnval, State Engineer, approving 
the Palatka and Indian River Railway was read and 
ordered spread upon the minutes: ' 

"River Junction, Florida, March 29th, 1886. 
Hon. W. D. Barnes, Sect'y Trustees I. I. Fnnd. 

Sir: In obedience to yonr orders I completed March 
9th, the inspection of the Palatka and Indian River Rail- 
way into Titusville. Brevard County, making the whole 
distance from Palatka One hundred and fonr miles. 

I also inspected a spur of the same road six and one 
Aalf (6£) miles in length into Sanford. Accompanying 
this report will also be found a map of the location of 
the several lines and certificates as to distances. I 
found the road throughout constructed in first class or- 
der and I approve the same. 

Respectfully, 

H. S. DUVAL, State Engineer." 

It was ordered that deeds for the alternate sections 
along the line of road approved by the State Engineer in 
the foregoing report be at once prepared for the Palatka 
and Indian River Railway Company, and that so much 
of the alternate sections as lies between Enterprise and 
Titusville l»e deeded direct to G. W. Bentley, as directed 
in the following resolution: 

"At a meeting of the Directors of the Palatka and In- 
dian River Railway Company, held at Jacksonville, Flor- 
ida, the 9th day of April A. D. 1886, the following reso- 
lution was adopted: Resolved, That the Trustees of the 
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Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, be, 
and they are, requested and— so far as this Company can 
direct them— -directed to convey to George W. Bentley, 
the lands earned by the construction of the section of this 
Company's railroad from Enterprise to Titusville," 

"I hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct trans- 
cript from the minutes of the Palatka and Indian River 
Railway Company. 

Witness my hand and the seal of the Company this 10th 
dav of April A. D. 1886. 

ALFRED BISHOP MASON, 

Secfy pro tern." 
(SEAL) 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

President. 
Sect'y pro tem.' 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 19th, 1886. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry. Governor. 

William J). Barnes, Comptroller. 
Edward S. (Mil, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper. Attorney General, 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, Ac. , 
The Green Cove Spring and Melrose K. R. Company filed 
application through its Attorneys, Messrs. C. P. & J. 0. 
Cooper, to have the reservation of the alternate odd sec- 
tion* of land along its line of Road from Green Cove 
Spring to Melrose heretofore made, renewed, and it was 
Resolved. That the odd alternate sections of swamp 
lands for six mites, and sorb odd -numbered sections with- 
in twenty miles as may be necessary to make up the de- 
ficiency within the six miles, on each side of the Green 
Cove Spring and Melrose Ilailrond. from its present termi- 
nus to Melrose, be reserved from stile uutil the further 
orders of this Board, subject to the right of actual settlers 
to purchase their improvements at State prices. 

Application was also filed by Messrs. C. V, & J. C. 
Cooper, in behalf of the St. Johns and Suwannee Rait- 
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road to have the reservation formerly made for said road 
renewed, and it was Ordered by the Board that the odd- 
alternate Sections of Swamp lands lying within six miles, 
and such like numbered sections within twenty miles as 
raaj be necessary to make up the deficiency within the 
six miles, on each side of the surveyed line of the St. Johns 
and Suwannee Kailroad extending from Melrose to Fort 
Fanning, be reserved from sale for the benefit of said 
Road until the further orders of this Board, subject to the 
right of actual settlers to purchase tbeir improvements at 
State prices. 

A map of the survey of the St. Johns and Santa Fe Rail- 
road having been filed, and application made for reserva- 
tion of lands it was Ordered by the Board that the even 
alternate sections of land granted by Act of Congress of 
September 28th, 1850, lying within six miles of the sur- 
veyed line of the St. Johns and Santa Fe Kailroad, ex- 
tending from the St. Johns to the 8anta Fe Rivers, and 
as much of the like alternate sections within the twenty 
mile limit as may be necessary to make up the deficiency 
in the six mile limit, be reserved from sale for the benefit 
of the said Railroad, subject to the further order of the 
Board and subject to the right of actual settlers to pur- 
chase their improvements at Stale prices. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the report of Engi- 
neer Duval, upon the construction of the St. Johns and 
Halifax River Railroad which is as follows: 

"Tallahassee, April 5th, 1886. 

Hon. W. D. Barnes, Sect'y Bd. Trustees I. I. Fund. 

Sir: In obedience to your orders I inspected op the 
23d ult. the last completed twelve miles, up to date, of the 
St. Johns and Halifax River Railroad. T found the work 
of construction very well done and I approve the same. 
Enclosed will be found the map of location of the entire 
route and certificates as to distances. 
Respectfully, 

H. S. DUVAL, State Engineer." 

Which report was accompanied by a plat of the actually 
constructed line of road,— And an ' application having 
been made for the odd alternate sections of land within 
the six mile limit together with indemnity within the 
twenty mile limit; It was ordered by the Board, that the 
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Salesman bo instructed to prepare deeds for the St. Johns 
anl Halifax River Railroad Company to the odd sections 
of land granted by Act of Congress of September 28th, 
1850, lying within six miles of said line of eons true ted 
road, together with such like sections lying within the 
twenty mile limit as may be necessary to make up the de- 
ficiency existing within the six mile limit. 

The following bills were ordered paid : 

H. 8. Duval, for inspecting the Florida Southern Bail- 
way from end of track to Pnnta Gorda, One hundred and 
twenty-five dollars. 

H. S. Duval, for inspecting 28 8-10 miles of the Florida 
Southern Railway South of the first ten mile section be- 
low Fort Meade, One hundred and twenty five dollars. 

The following reports of the State Engineer were pre- 
sented to the Board and Ordered to be spread upon the 
minutes : 

"River Junction, Fla., March 25th. 1886. 
Bon. W. I). Barnes, Sect'y Board of Trustees I. I. Fd. 

Sir: In obedience to your orders. I inspected Twenty- 
eight 49-100 miles of the Florida Southern Railway line 
on the 6th & 7th inst.— Beginning at the terminus of their 
track or to where the iron was laid and extending to 
Punta Gorda on Charlotte Harbor, and I found the work 
graded, bridged and cross-tied according to the usual first 
class specifications and I approve the same. 

Respectfully, 

H. 8. DUVAL, 

State Engineer." 
"River Junction, Florida, March 25 th, 1886. 
Hon. W. D. Barnes, Sect'y Trustees I. I. Fund. 

Sir: In accordance with your instructions I inspected 
Twenty -five & 8-10 miles of the Florida Southern Railway 
beginning at the end of the Second Inspection below 
Bartow and ending at the terminus of the track as fully 
constructed and in operation, and I approve the same. 
This inspection was made on the 5th inst. 

Res pect fully, 

H. S. DUVAL. State Engineer." 
"River Junction, Florida, March 25th, 1886 
Hon. W. D. Barnes, Sect'y Trustees I. I. Fund. 

Sir : In accordance with your instructions I inspired 
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on Marrli 13th, 1SSG, the Florida Southern Railway- 
Charlotte Harbor Branch— from Lakeland to Bartow, a 
distance of Thirteen & 8-10 miles, and I approve the Biuiie. 
Besnectf»i|iv. 

H. S. DUVAL, State Engineer." 
The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 20th, 1SS0. 
The Board met in the Executive Office, 
Present: Edward A. Ferry, Governor. 

William I). Barnes, Comptroller. 
Edward S. Crill, Trensurer. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
This being the day appointed on March 22d to hear th« 
Florida Coast Line Canal and Transportation Company 
on the question of rescinding the resolution of the 9th. 
of Marih in respect to conveying of lands to Baid Com- 
pany, and on the motion to withhold from the Jackson- 
ville. Tampa and Key West Kail way and the Falatka and 
Indian River Railway the lands claimed by them under 
their speciiil land grants — 

A full and e' alio rate discussion of these questions was 
had by Mr. O'Brien, Dr. Westcott and Hon. J. W. Malone; 
and charts of the U. 8. Coast survey showing the depth of 
water along the proposed line of cnnr.j were exhibited t& 
the Board.— All of which were fully considered by the 
Board nnd without mi ion thereon the Board adjourned 
until to-morrow the 21st. 



April 21 at. 188ft. 

The Board met its per adjournment. Full Hoard pres>- 
fnt. 

Th« consiuVrntion of the nnwtions presented on yester- 
day was res timed. nn»T tt>e Rmird decided Pot to r""'*Jnd 
the resolution of March flth, 188ft; but that the reservation 
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for the Florida Coast Line .Canal nod Transportation 
Company should stand uniil further orders. 

Mr. L. D. Ball, appeared before the Hoard in Mi a If of 
the Florida Southern Railway Company and filed appli- 
cation for deeds to the 50.0011 acres of land in Polk Count v 
which were r eser v e d by the Board for the first road eon 
strutted to Charlotte Harbor, and for 150,000 acres of 
land lying in Monroes County on account of road con 
Btroeted by the Florida Southern Hail way Company since 
the passage of the resolution of November 7th, issri, which 
was concurred in by the several land pant Hai (roads. 

The application was granted by the Hoard and the 
(Salesman instructed to prepare deeds for the lands asked 
for. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. T). BARNES. President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Fla.. April 22d. 188fi. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. Perry, Coventor. 

William 1>. Hames, Comptroller. 
Kdward S, Crill, Treasurer. 
C. M, Cooper, Attorney General. 
C L. Mitchell, Commissioner, Ac. 
The Salesman laid before the Hoard a question of eon- 
flict between the Blue Springs, Orange City and Atlantic 
Railroad and the Palatka and Indian River Railway, as 
t» the lands to be deeded to said Roads within the bis 
mile limit; wheretipon the following resolution was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That in making deeds for alternate sections 
within the six mile limit to the Bine Springs. Orange City 
and Atlantic Railway Company for the section of six miles 
of its road heretofore approved, and to the Palatka and 
Indian River Railway Company where the same conflict, 
the first named road will take in preference to the Pa- 
latka and Indian River Railway, except as to lands which 
are within the reservation of the P. & I. and also within 



4tfl 

the six mile limit as actually constructed; where lands 
are within the reserve of the 1'alattea & Jjidiau' River 
Railway Co. and within its six mile limit as the road if* 
actually constructed that road will take precedence. 

Application of the Florida Midland Railway Company 
for reservation of lauds was presented, And It appearing 
to the Board that the Florida Midland Railway Co, had 
filed a plat of its surveyed line for a section of nine miles 
in a Northwesterly direction from Kiasiunnee City, it is 
Ordered that the alternate even sections of land granted 
by Art of Congress of 28th September, 1830, lying within 
six miles, and as much of the like alternate sections with- 
in the twenty mile limit as may be necessary to make up 
the deficiency in the six mile limit, on each side of said 
surveyed road be reserved from sale for the benefit of said 
Road, subject to ibe further order of the Board and sub- 
ject to the rights of actual settlers to purchase- their im- 
provements at State prices. 

The application of Mr. B. \V. Maysou, filed on the 22d 
of March, to purchase the dead and fallen cedar on State 
lands lying between the St. Marks and Suwannee Rivers 
at ohe 56-100 dollars per cord, was taken up, and the 
Hoard being advised that it would not be to the interest of 
the Trust Fund to make such a contract with Mr. May- 
son, declined to accede to his proposition. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a communication 
from the lion. J. G. Specr, President of the Apopka Ca- 
nal Co., filed on Dec. 16th, 18*45, .upon which action had 
been postponed, and which is as follows : 

'To the Honorable Board of Trustees of the I. I. Fund of 

Florida. 

Whereas: Yonr Honorable Board, did on the 10th day 
of February, 1881, by Resolution authorize "The Apopka 
Canal Company" to sell as much as three thousand acres 
of the lands included in the contract made between yonr 
Board and the said Apopka Canal Company, (for the pur- 
pose of navigation and reclamation) to aid said work. In 
pursuance of said Resolutiou, the Apopka Canal Company 
have at different times sold of said lands fourteen hun- 
dred and forty three acres, and there is now in yonr 
hands about Seven hundred and seventy-five dollars 
(1775.00). This sum we are now needing. 
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Since tbe commencement of our work we have spent di- 
rectly of our own money mar ''forty five thousand dol- 
lars." We are pushing ihe work on as fast as we possibly 
can. The Canal of eight miles length is all complete, 
except one and ore half miles, having 8 feet water and 
steamers are using it constantly. We have been delayed 
this year by having to make a two mile cut in clay. 

The undersigned officers of the Apopka Canal Company 
do hereby swear that the facts set forth above and the 
amounts of money paid out in the prosecution of said 
work are correct and true. » 

J. G. SPEER, Pres't A. C. Co. 
B. ML SIMS, Seet'y & Treas.'? 
"State of Florida, / 
County of Orange, f 

Personally appeared before me J. G. Spec r and B. M. 
Sims, both well known to me, and acknowledged that they 
executed the above instrument. 

Witness my hand and seal this 14th day of Dei*. IS85. 
WM. P. BLAKE LY, (Seal) 

Justice of the Peace." 

And it appearing that 1,0(13 28-100 acres of land re- 
served for said Company was sold on 12th Varch, 1S85, 
for *he earn of seven hundred and two 30-100 dollars 
(|7(I2.30) and the Board being satisfied that the moneys 
arising from said sales are properly applied to the work 
and labor done and for the purchasing of materials in car- 
rying on tli» work of r?o'.i™atioT as r^nuirerl bv tV r^^ln- 
tion of 10th February 1881, i' is Orf.ered, by the Board 
that the Treasurer pay over to said Apopka Canal Com- 
pany the said pum of seven hundred and two 30-100 dol- 
lars. 

The following bills were presented and ordered to be 
paidr 

Fleming & Daniel, bal. of a-e for costs ft fees in suit of 
A. Uoerctt against Trustees, Eight hundred and nine 
50-100 dollars (?80!>.50). 

If. S. Duvnl, State Engineer, 

For inspecting Fla. Sou. P.y. from Bartow tj Lakeland, 
fl2r>.00. 

Fer inspecting P. ft I. Ry. from crossing of Blue Springs 
.O. ft A. E. E. to Stanford, $125.00. 
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For i lisped ing St. Johns & Halifax River R. R., Dec. 
21, '85, 125.(111. 

For inspeding 12 miles St. J. & Halifax River R. R., 
Mcli. 2Z, '86, 125.(11). 

For inspecting 40 miics of Fla. Sou. Ry. from Pember- 
ton'e Ferry to Lakeland. 200.00. 

For inspecting Palatka & Indian River Ry. from Palat- 
ka to Senile, 15ao,tM». 

For inspectirg Atlantic Coast, St. Job«« & Indian River 
Ry. from Enterprise to Titueville, 125.0;). 

For inspecting Palatka & Inaian River Ry. from Seville 
to Bine Springs, 1 25.111 >. 

The claim of Hon. H. A. L'Engle, former Treasurer of 
Ibis Board, for balante due him as Treasurer and for com- 
pensation for extra service and responsibility in handling 
and disbursing the Schute fund, amount. ng to Twelve 
hundred dollars (|1,200.UU) , was, upon the recommenda- 
tion of a majority of the members of the preceding Board 
ordered to be paid. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tnllahaasee, Florida, May 7th, 1886. 
The Board met in the Executive Offlce. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

Edward S. Oil I, Treasurer. 

VV. 1). Barnes, Comptroller. 

The following resolution was passed: 

Whereas, by resolution of this Board adopted Mnrcb. 
(Ith, 18SG, the lands originally reserved for the Gaines- 
ville, Oca la and Charlotte Harbor (now Florida South- 
ern) Railway, lying along the projected line of said road 
between Urooksviite and Tampa do stand reserved until 
further action by the Board, it is Ordered, that the Sales- 
man be ind nil ted to make no sales of any of the lands 
within smh reservation except to actual settlers, as here- 
to fore provided by resolution of the Board, and that such 

27 1. I, 
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entries as may have be<-u prematurely made be cancelled, 
and all certiiicntes that may have been issued for such 
lands Ik* re-culled by the Salesman, and the monies re- 
ceived therefor be refunded : 

It is further Ordered, ihat the lands originally reserved 
for said Railroad lying along or near its constrtreted road 
and outside of the six mile limit of its actually con- 
structed line be open for entry after being ftn*t ottered at 
public sale to the highest bidder at not less than One dol- 
lar per acre, and the Salesman is instructed to give public 
notice of such sale, and to offer the lands at as early a 
day as practicable, and no applications Hied, or entries 
heretofore and prematurely made for such lands shall 
hold good until after they have been publicly offered, bat 
shall be held as taking precedence if the lands do not 
bring more than one dollar per acre, when so publicly 
offered. 

In pursuance of the above resolution, It is ordered by 
the Board that the Treasurer refund to William A. Raw Is. 
the sum of one thousand and four 57-100 dollars 
($1,004.57) it being amount paid by him for lauds in- 
cluded in the reservation For the Florida Southern Rail- 
way and embraced in entry No. 13.419, which is ordered 
to be cancelled by the Hoard. 

The Roafcl then a*djonrned. 
Attest: 

W. I>. BARNES. President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 20th, 1886. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William I). Barnes, Comptroller. 
Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. 
C. L. Mitchell. Commissioner, &c. 
Mr. A. B. Mason, Attorney for the J. T. & K. W. Rail- 
way, appeared before the Board, aud renewed -the appli- 
cation for lands to be conveyed to said Road under its 
Legislative land grant, and he was informed that there 
an order of the Board to that effect 
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The Kwif tary laid before ihe Hoard it letter from J. J. 
lisirrit% proponing to the Hoard 10 enter into a contract 
with himself :uid associates for the drainage and reclama- 
tion of Biicli of tin? overflowed lands of the St. Johns* River 
Valley. Kouth of Lake Jesu|i and extending to the extreme 
head waters of »a id river, as are not em braced in any 
drainage contract; Which wan postponed until further 
and definite terms ami conditions can I** submitted by the 
parties . 

The following bills wen; ordered to l>e paid: 

l>. W. Owynn. P. M., Postage Salesman's Office. $28.50. 

W. II. Hlnxbani. Surveyor General Work done for 
Kale. hi n infs Office, s.'Ki.nn. 

N. M. Howen, Printing for PaJtaWaaiia Office. $M.OO. 

The Secretary laid befoiv the Hoard the reports of 
State Engineer Duval upon the work of construction of 
the Silver Springs. Ocala and tiiilf It. It., and the Florida 
(Southern Railway and the T. O. &: A. It. Tt. as follows: 



Ocala. Fla.. May r.th; JS8G. 

ad! Tall 



Hon. W. D. Karnes, Comptroller. Seet'y I. I. Funf, Talla- 
hassee. 

Sir: In obedience to your orders I inspected yesterday 
ten miles of the Silver Springs, Ocala and Gulf Railroad 
extending from Ocala ten miles out, and find the work of 
construction well done and according to the usual speci- 
fications of a standard' gauge road, and I approve the 
same. Accompanying this will lie found a tracing of the 
actually constructed line and the Chief Engineer's Certi- 
ficate. 

Respectfully, 

H. S. DEVAL, St. Eng." 
"River Junction, Florida, Mareh 29th, 188fi. 
Hou. W. 1>. Barnes, Seet'y Trustees I. I. Fund. 

Sir : In obedience to your instructions of Feb'y 18th, 
I inspected on the 11th inst. the Citra Tt ranch of the 
Florida Southern Railway extending from Citra to Loch- 
bie, a distance of 6 !)-10 miles, and found the work of 
construction well done and according to the usual speci- 
fications, and I approve the same. 

RespectfullT. 

H. S. DUVAL, St. Eng." 
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"River Junction, Fla., Mcli. 29th, 188G. 
Hon. W. T). Barne3, Sect'y Trustees I. I. Fund. 

Sir: In obedience to .your instructions I inspected 
that part of the Plant Investment Company's construc- 
tion of the Florida Southern Railway, extending from 
Lake City towards Fort Whit 2 to its intersection With 
the read previously constructed, between Live Oak and 
Gainesville, a distance of 19£ miles, on the lGth inst. I 
found the work of construction well done and I approve 
the same. 

H. 8. DUVAL, St. Eng." 

"River Junction, Florida, March 29th, 188G. 
Hon. W. D. Barnes, Sect'y Doard of Trustees I. I. Fund. 
Sir: In accordance with your instructions I re-in- 
spected the Tavares, Orlando and Atlantic Railroad from 
Tavare* to Orlando, a distance of Thirty -one 63-101) miles 
and I approve the sani2. This inspection was made on 
the 141* day of March, 1886. 

Respectfully, 

H. S. DUVAL, 

State Engineer." 

The following agreement on the part of the T. O. & 
A. R. R. Co. was read to the Board and ordered to be 
spread upon the minutes: 

"It is hereby agreed on f lie part of the Tavares. Of* 
lnndn and Atlantic Railroad Company with the Board 
of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of Flor- 
ida, that the actual hnna fide settlers upon any of the vs- 
served lands to be deeded by the latter to the farmer in 
consideration of the construction of the road of the 
former under tlie laws of Florida, shall he allowed by the 
former to purchase their homes from it at State prices 
correspondingly. 

The consideration of th's concpssion on the ptirt of the 
Tavares, Orlando end Atlantic Railroad Company it 
hereby admitted to be of such force as to make ihis an 
obligatory contract. 

In Witness Whereof the Tavares, Orlando and At- 
lantic Railroad Company does hereto set its baud, by Its 
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President under his personal seal, this 30th day of April, 
1886. 

THE TAVARFS, ORLANDO AND ATLANTIC RAIL- 
ROAD COMPANY. 

By John A. Henderson, its President." 
Whereupon it was Ordered, 1st, That flie Salesman be 
and he is hereby instr noted to prepare deeds for the 
Tavares, Orlando and Atlantic Railroad Company, to the 
alternate odd-sections of lands reserved for it and lying 
with io six miles of its constructed road from Tavares to 
Orlando, a distance of 31 63-100 miles, and to such lands 
in the like alternate sections, within twenty miles of said 
road, as may be necessary to make up the deficiency 
within the six mile limit. • 

2d. That the Salesman be and he is hereby instructed 
to make deeds to the alternate sections within the six 
mile limit of the road actually constructed by the fol- 
lowing Companies between the points named : 

Florida Southern Railway Co., from Port White to 
Lake City 19£ miles and the Citxa Branch 6 9-10 miles — ■ 
Silver Springs, Ocala & Gulf R. R. Co. from Ocala to a 
point ten miles out. 

The following bills were also ordered paid : • 

H. S. Duval, inspecting Silver Springs, Ocala and 
Gulf R. R. from Ocala ten miles out. One hundred and 
twenty five dollars (fl 25.00). 

H. S. Duval, inspecting Florida Southern Railway 
from Fort White to Like City. 10i miles. One hundred 
and twenty five dollars (§] 25.00). 

EL S. Dnval. inspecting Florida Southern Railway 
from Citra to Lochbie, 6 9-10 miles. One hundred and 
twenty five dollars ($125.00). 

H. S. Duval, re-inspecting Tavares, Orlando and At- 
lantic R- R. from Tnvares to Orlando. 31 63-100 miles 
One hundred and twenty five dollars ($125.00). 

The implication of S. C. Cobb for authority to make 
selections of indemnify lands upon same term* as that 
granted other State Agents, for that purpose was taken 
up and considered and the following resolution was 
adopted -, 

Whereas it is believed that there are still meritorious 
claims for indemnity due the State of Florida under the 
Acts of Congress of' March 2d. 1855. and March 3d, 1857, 
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which have not at this time been prepared and presented 
to the United State* Land Department for adjustment, 
and Whereas 8. C. Cobb of Peasaeola has applied for 
authority to prepare and prosecute such unpresented 
claims, now be it Resolved, by the Board of Trustees of 
the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, 
that this Board gives to said S. C. Cobb, suck authority 
and will allow an& pay to him out of any moneys or in- 
demnity certificates he may procure to be paid and de- 
livered to the State by the f'nitfd States under said 
Acts of Congress — Upon claims not already presented 
to the United States Land Department Twenty per cent 
commissions. Neither the Internal Improvement Fund 
or the State to be involved in any other expense beyond 
the Baid twenty per cent commissions— by reason of thifl 
resolution. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. IX BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahasseee, Florida, May 25th, 1886. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William 1). Barnes, Comptroller. 
Edward S, Crill, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &e. 
The contest between B. K. Barrs and Frank Clifford, 
as to the entry of the E \ of the BEi of Section 32, Town- 
ship 13, South of Range 28, East, coming on to be heard, 
and evidence being produced controverting the affidavits 
made by Barrs as to improvements on said land, and 
showing that Clifford had settled upon and improved the 
same. It was ordered that the Secretary advise Barrs that 
he must show cause why his entry of said lands should 
not be cancelled. 

There appearing no further business the Board ad- 
journed. 
Attest : 

IF. I>. KARNES, President. 

Secretary. ■'*'** ~* 
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Tallahassee, Florida, June 9th, 1886. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor- 
Edward 8. Grill. Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
The State Engineer presented his report of inspection 
as follows: 

"Eton. W. D. Barnes, Sect'y Bd. Trustees I. I. Fd., Talla- 
hassee, Fla. 

Sir: In obedience to your instructions I inspected to- 
day twenty one and seventy two hundredths miles of the 
St. Augustine and Palatka Railway extending from its 
connection with the old St. Johns River Railway to the 
St. Johns River near Palatka. and I found the work of 
construction faultless, and according to the usual speci- 
fications for standard gauge railroads, and I approve 
the same. 

Respectfully, 

H. S. DUVAL, State Engr." 

Whereupon it was Ordered, That the Salesman of the 
Board be and he is hereby instructed to prepare deeds for 
the St. Augustine and Palatka Railway Company for the 
alternate sections of laud as reserved for it and lying 
within six miles of its constructed road from its connec- 
tion with the old St. Johns Railway to the St. Johns 
River near Palatka, a distance of 21 72-100 miles, and to 
Bach lauds in the like alternate sections, within twenty 
miles of said road, as may be necessary to make up the 
deficiency within the six'tiaile limit. 

The Bill of H. S. Duval, State Engineer, for inspecting 
the St. Augustine and Palatka Railway amounting to 
One hundred and twenty five dollars, was ordered paid. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

President. 
Secretary pro tern. 
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Tallahassee, Florida. June 14th, ISfStl. 
The Board met in the Executive Office, 
Present: Edward A. Perry. Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Edward 8. Crill. State Tren-mimr. 
C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner. &c 
Capt. J. Q. Stewart of Brevard County appeared before 
the Board and represented, that a number of pet tiers do- 
sired to locate in said County, and were prevented owing 
to the difficulty in securing cheap homes, nnd asked that 
they be permitted to purchase' email tracts of lands en 
the reserve for the Florida Coast Line Canal, — Where- 
upon it was ordered that the Board will sell to actual 
settlers, of the lands reserved for the Florida Coast Line 
Canal and Transportation Company, not to exceed 160 
acres of land for each settler, for purposes of homestead 
and improvement, And the Secretary was' directed to so 
inform the officers of said canal. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. D. BABNE8, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, June 23d, 18S6. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present* Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Edward «£. Crill, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitt-hell. Commiwioaer, &c. 
Mr. B. M. Miller, appeared liefore the Board in behalf 
of James M. Hamilton of Volusia County, and asked 
that a deed to the SE| of the SWj of Section 34, Town- 
ship IX South of Bange 28, K. which had been entered 
by John P. Kennedy be deeded to him, said Kennedy hav- 
ing conveyed his interest in said land to said Hamilton. 
— And it appearing that B. K. Barrs interposed claim to 
the same land it was ordered that further action hereir 
be postponed until the 9th day of July and that the Sec 
retary of this Board serve notice upon said Bans to 
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appear and show cause on that day why deed should not 
issue to said Hamilton. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, . . President 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, June 24th, 1886. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward 8. Crill, Treaiturer. 
"Edward A. Perry, Governor. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Fred T. Myers, Eeqr., Attorney for Hamilton Diaston, 
appeared before the Board and asked that they resume 
the consideration of the claim presented and filed on the 
24th day May asking for indemnity for (104039) One 
thousand and forty 39-100 acres of land erroneously con- 
veyed to him under his purchase of foor million acres 
June 1st, 1881, and the Commissioner of LandB having 
verified the list furnished and reported that the lands as 
stated had been conveyed by mistake, the Trustees having 
no title to such lands, the following order was passed : 

Whereas, it appears by the petition of Hamilton Diss- 
ton that of the lands conveyed "to him and the Florida 
Land and Improvement Company on his account under 
thie contnu-t of sale between him and tins Board of four 
million acres there were 950 38-100 acres which the Board 
did not own at the time of such conveyance and that in 
Section 34; T 30, 8, Range 31 E, embraced in Entry No. 
12481, there was a deficiency of 90 01-100 acres, the aaid 
section having been charged to him as con ruining only 
217.36 acres, when in reaaty it contains only 127.35 acre* 
and the facts set forth having been verified; Be it Re- 
solved, That the said Hamilton TH&ston or his assigns, be 
allowed to enter One [h*isaiid and forty & 39-100 acre* 
of the lands granted to the State under the Act of Con- 
gress of September 28th, 1850. as indemnity for the lands 
so erroneously conveyed on his account by this Board. 
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and that he be allowed to enter said lands in tracts corre- 
sponding in area, as near as may be, to the acreage of the 
respective entries for which he claims indemnity. 

An application was made by E. K. McKean setting 
forth that Edwin Martin in his life time, to wit, on Feb- 
ruary 1st & 12th and July 2d, 1870, entered certain lands 
embraced in entries No. 5810, 5821 & 5!)69 amounting to 
1102 05-1 00 acres, and died before procuring deeds for the 
same, and asking that deeds be now made to John B. 
Martin as Executor of said Edwin, — And it appearing 
that these entries were made as stated in said applica- 
tion, It is Ordered that deeds for the lauds embraced in 
said entries be now made to said John B. ' Martin, as 
Executor of Edwin Martin. 

The Board then adjonraed. 
Attest : 

% IK BARNES, President 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, July 15th, 1880. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. h. Mitchell, Commissioner, &r. 
The following resolution was adopted: 
Whereas, the alternate sections of land lying within 
the reserve of the Green Cove Springs and Melrose B. R. 
have been sold by this Board since the reservation, — 
Therefore be it Resolved, That the Salesman of the Board 
prepare a certified list of lands so sold which lie on either 
side of said rend as far as completed, and certify the same 
to the Treasurer, and upon said certificate being furn- 
ished and verified the Treasurer is hereby ordered to pay 
the same. 

The following resolution also passed : 

Whereas, under a previous resolution of the Board of 

Trustees it was ordered that a certified list of lands sold 

by the Board of Trustees within the sir mile limit of the 

Southern Division of the Jacksonville, Tampa and Key 



421 

West Railway, should be made bj the Salesman of this 
Board and said list having been made and certified to the 
Treasurer of this Board, and it appearing that the 
amount of lands so sold within the six mile Limit of said 
road amounts to 3693 28-100 acres for which the sum of 
Three thousand five hundred and eight 52- LOO do) Lars 
((3,508 52-100) have been received; Therefore be it Re- 
solved, by this Board, That the Treasurer be and he is 
hereby directed to pay over to said Kail road Company or 
their assigns, the said sum of Three thousand five hun- 
dred and eight 52-100 dollars ($3,502 52-100). 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. I). BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, July 16th, 1886. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William I>. Barnes, Comptroller, 
Edward S. Grill, Treasurer. 
O. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
G. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
The Board proceeded to the consideration of the con- 
test between James M. Hamilton and B. K. Barrs for 
daed to the South east quarter of the South east quarter 
Section thirty-four, T 13 S of R 28, E, entered by J. P. 
Kennedy. Mr. Hamilton was represented by B. M. Hit- 
ler, Esqr., and Mr. Barrs by F. T. Myers, Esqr., And after 
submitting affidavits and counter affidavits, at the re- 
quest of Mr. Barrs, determination of the Board was sus- 
pended until Mr. John A. Henderson could be heard in hi* 
behalf. 
The following bills were ordered to be paid: 
N. M. Bowen, Printing for Salesman's Office, |21.75. 
Surveyor General, for plats, 15.00. 

D. W. Gwynn, for postage & box rent Salesman's Office 
19.00. 

C. A. Bryan, Jr., for binding 1.50. 
Miss Stephenson for ribbon 1.10. 
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The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

•W. D. BAKNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, July 19th, 188C. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William 1). Barnes, Comptroller. 

Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. 

C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 

The Florida Land and Mortgage Company, Limited, 
having made application to exchange the lands conveyed 
to them, embraced in entry No. 12699, for other lands 
designated by them in Mapatee County, in accordance 
with the consent of the Board thereto on 22nd December, 
1884, the matter was taken up for action, and the follow- 
ing resolution was passed : 

Resolved, That on account of the long delay of the 
Florida Land and Mortgage Co., Limited, in complying 
with the resolution of this Board of December 22nd, 1884, 
consenting to exchange of lands embraced in entry No. 
12600 for other lands designated by said Company not 
having yet filed a proper deed re-conveying the lands ens- 
braced in said entry, to this Board, and the Board appre- 
hending that some complications with regard to said 
lands may have arisen during such delay, and the condi- 
tions, of the. lands proposed to be exchanged as to facili- 
ties for transportation and value having changed during 
the delay, the Board does not feel warranted in making 
the exchange now. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



i 
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Tallahassee, Florida, July 21st, 1886. 
The Board met in the Executive Off.ce. 
Present : Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William I). Barnes, Comptroller. 
Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. 
O. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
It appearing that Henry Clifford, Br., of Volusia Coun- 
ty, hod applied for and entered the W£ of the SWJ and 
>Ei of Swi Sec. 32, T. 14, S of Range 30, E, embraced 
in entry No. 11936 by mistake, his improvement* being 
in Section 36, T 14, South of Range 2i» E, and the said 
Cl.fford having applied to have said entry changed, it is 
Ordered that the said entry No. 111)33 be cancelled upon 
his making a proper deed of reconveyance to the Trus- 
tees lor the lands embraced in said entry, and that the 
Treasurer refund to said Clifford the sum of One bandred 
and nineteen 18-100 dollars, paid for the same. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, Preaif^jnt 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, July 24th, 188G. 
The Hoard met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

Will'am I). Barnes, Comptroller. 

Edward 6. Crill, Treasurer. 

C. M. Cooper. Attorney Genera 1. 

C. L» Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 

Tlie following resolution was adopted : 

It appearing to this Board that the Florida Southern 
Railway Company, have construe ted, or caused to bs 
■constructed under their land grant, lines of railroad 
from Pahitka to Gainesville and from Roche! le southerly 
la a continuouB lire to a point 45 8-1(10 miles south of 
Rartow and from Penibertun's Ferry to Brooksville, (in- 
iludiug tlie line from Pemberton'B Ferry to Lakeland and 
from Lakeland to Bartow, but not in«-luding the spur 
tracks to Mi canopy, Cftra and the lakes near Lepsbiin*) 
and the lines from Gainesville to Hague and from the 
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Junction near Itchetucknee to Lake ■ <^ity, and that the 
total mileage of .siiil line* is estimated' liy this Hoard at 
and a? Two hundred and eighty-eight 22-100 (288.22) 
miles, Therefore Resolved, That the Halranuta of thk 
Board do prepare deeds to said FloridH Son i hern Kail- 
way Company, or its order, to the lands earned by it and 
not heretofore deeded on the mileage aforesaid, as being 
lines of road completed by or for said Florida Houthern 
Railway Company on the 4th of March A. D. 1886, saving 
and excepting, of coarse, such reservations from said 
deeds as may have been heretofore ordered. 

The Board then passed the following resolution : 
Whereas, Sydney I. Wailes has resigned his appointment 
as agent of the State of Florida before the Department of 
the Interior at Washington for the purpose of adjusting 
the claims of the State for land* selected under the act of 
Congress approved September 28th, 1850, and his resdgna a 
tion has been accepted with the understanding that he 
will continue to represent the State as to all lists made 
and filed in the General Land Office on or before April 
21 st. 1886, And whereas, the said Wailes had requested 
that this Board will state definitely what work he is ex-, 
petted 1o continue, in order that there may be no doubt an 
to the extent of Iub authority, and that no mi sunder 
standing may hereafter arise with regard to his duties or 
compensation. Therefore 

Resolved, That Sydney I. Wailes. is exported to repre- 
sent the State before the Land TVepartment at Washing- 
ton for the purpose of procuring eon limitation and patent- 
ing of the lands selected for the State under the act of 
Congress of September 28th, 1850, prior to 1801. and for 
the purpose of procuring indemnity, either in cash or 
certificates, for all lands selected for the State prior to 
March 3d, 1857. which had been entered or located in the 
United States Land Office subsequent to September 28th, 
1850, of which the said Wailes has or may file lists and 
establish proofs before the Department, also in procuring 
the patpnts for lands selected since 1861 by Williams and 
Swann and by Williams. Swann & Corley. which have 
not already been patented — and also in procuring patents 
for the lands selected by John A. Henderson, Selecting 
Agent, in lists nundiered from 5 to 32 inclusive — the said 
Wailes to receive in compensation for his services the 
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same amount agreed upon in hie contracts with the 
Trustees^ 

It was ordered by the Board that One hundred and 
fifty dollars, be advanced to H. A. Oorlcy for work done 
in preparing deeds for lands to Railroads, and thai the 
Treasurer of this Hoard do pay the name. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. 1>. BARNES, President, 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee. FUi., August 10th. 1886. 

The Board met in the Executive Offn-e. 

Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William 1>. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Edward S. Grill, Staie Treasurer. 

('. ML Cooper, Attorney General. 

(\ L. Mitchell. Commissioner of Lands. &•■. 

Deeds were presented and signed for lands granted by 
the legislature to the Florida Southern Railway Com- 
pany and the Jacksonville, Tampa &. Key West Railway 
Company, which have been earned by the construction of 
said Roads, in accordance with the terms of said grants. 
as follows: On account of the Florida Southern Rail- 
way Company, and as directed by it. to the Plant Invest- 
ment Company, 249,522 03-100 acres, to the Florida Com- 
mercial Company 195,691 79-100 acres, and to the Florida 
Southern Railway Co. 60,462 02-100 acres, total, 505,675 
84-100 acres. To the J. T. & K. XV. Ry. on its own ac- 
count 289,861 41-100 acres. 

Mr, Mason being present was requested to state if he 
had anything to asfc for the Palatka & Indian River Rail- 
way Co., and he replied not until he could confer with 
Mr. Chipley for the Pensacola and Atlantic R. R. 

Mr. Hugh A. Corley presented his account for services 
to date in preparing lists of swamp lands patented, and 
swamp selections not patented, to ascertain what hinds 
are subject to the grants made to Rail Road Companies 
and canals, and assi sling in the adjustment of the Rail- 
road grants, &c, amounting to Four hundred dollars, — 
One hundred and flfly dollars, having been previously 
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paid on »:iid account, leaving a balance of Two hundred 
and fifty dollars, Whuh account was ordered paid. 

The petition of George W. Ladd of Bangor, Maine, and 
Geoi:ge \V. Ladd, Jr., of Florida, previously presented to 
the Board to have deeds made to them for certa ; n lands 
purchased by Daniel Ladd and others from the Internal 
Improvement Fund, io the year 1883, and setting forth 
that Daniel Ladd was the owner of the certificates «f pur- 
chase at the time of his death is 18T2, and that said cer- 
tificates had been lost or destroyed, was taken up for 
consideration, and a copy of the will of the said Daniel 
Ladd was filed with said petition. After consideration 
it was decided that the lost certificates should b" esmb- 
lished by due course of law before deeds conld be safely 
executed by the Trustees. 

71 ugh A. Corley, Esqr., appeared before the Hoard on 
behalf of Samuel A. Swann representing the" assignees of 
the Florida Railroad Company, and requested that the 
■Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund execute a 
deed for the landB granted to said Company by the Act of 
January fith, 1855, for the line of Railroad from Fernnu- 
dinu to Cedar Keys, or give some evidence of title in the 
Company to said lands. Whereupon the Trust ?es executed 
n certificate and acknowledgement that certain lands be 
longing to the Internal Improvement Fund -uni embraced 
in the odd-numbered sections and King with'n fix miles 
of the l'Tie of railroad from Ferrandina to Cedar Keys be- 
came vested in the Florida Railroad Company upon the 
construction of the road by said Company, the lands pin- 
ibraced in said certificate and acknowledgement amount- 
ing to 275.117.02 acres af Swamp lands and 11,251 ;t7 
acres of Internal Improvement Lands, containing in the 
aggregate 286 3GS.39 acres. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

XV. D. BARNES, President, 

fcecretury. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, August 11th. 1S8G. 
The Board met in the Executive OJiee, 
Present : Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William I>. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. 
O. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. M.nhell, Commissioner of Lauds, &c. 
Mr. A. B. Mason, presented plat of the survey of the 
route of the Central & River Divisions of the J. T. & K, 
W. Railway from San ford to Kissimmee City accompan- 
ied by proper aftka\it of the Engineer and asked for 
withdrawal of the alternate Rations of land along said 
line of Road, and it was Ordered by*the Board that the 
even settlors of land granted by Act of Congress Septem- 
ber 28th, 18t0, lying on eaih sice and within six miles of 
said line of Railroad between Sanford and Kissimmee 
City be reserved from sale fcr the benefit of said Road, 
subject to the future or "ers of this Board and subjett to 
the right of actual settlers at the date.of withdrawal to 
purchase their improvements at schedule prices. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 

On this day, Aug. 11, 1886, R. W. Davis, as Atty. for 
Florida Southern Ea.lway Co. filed before the Board 
formal application in writing for re ognition of. a"d 
Lands for that part of said Company's road 28 49-100 
miles North from Punta Gorda oa Charlotte Harbor, 
which was graded, cross-tied, bridged & tr est led on 4th. 
Mcb., 1886, — whith was riled for future consideration. 
Attest : 

W. B. BARNES, President 

Sec'y. 

28 I. I. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, August 19th, 1886. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present : Edward A- Perry, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Edward S. Oil!, Treasurer. 

C. M. CoopeT, Attorney General. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner of Lands, Ac 

Fred T, Myers, Escjr., appeared before the Board in be- 
half of the Jacksonville ,Tanipa ft Key West Railway and 
presented the following papers, which were ordered to be 
spread upon the minutes: 

"At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Seville 
ft Halifax River Railroad Company held at the office of 
the Jacksonville, Tampa & Key West Railway Company, 
No. 10 Wall Street, in the City of New York on the 13th 
day of August, 1886, the following resolution was 
adopted : 

"Resolved that the Seville & Halifax River Railroad 
Company do by this resolution of its Board of Directors 
to be approved and ratified by a resolution of its Stock- 
holders relinquish all claim against the State of Florida 
and the Trnstees'of the Internal Improvement Fund of 
said State for the lands now held in reserve for said 
Company under the provisions of the Act approved March 
5th, 1883, entitled "An Act to Incorporate the Seville ft 
Halifax River Railroad Company" and that a copy of 
this resolution certified by the Secretary of said Company 
under its corporate seal be filed with the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Company." 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true extract 
from the minutes of the Board of Directors of the Seville 
ft Halifax River Railroad Company, In Witness whereof 
I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said 
Company the 13th day of August 188fi. 

CHARLES C. DEHING. Secretary." 
"Jacksonville, Florida, August 14th, 1886. 

Pursuant to call, the Stockholders of the Seville & Hali- 
fax River Railroad Company, met at Eleven A, M., Sat-' 
urday Aitigust 14th, 1886. at the office of the Jacksonville, 
Tampa ft Key West Railway Company in the City of 
Jacksonville. 

At! the stockholders were present, in person or by 
proxy. 
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The following resolution was adopted by an unanimous 
vote: ; 

'Resolved. that the resolution of the Board of Bireetors 
of this Company adopted at their meeting in New York 
City. August 13th, 1886, relinquishing all claim against 
the State of Florida and the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of said State for the lands now held in 
reserve for this Company, be and the same is hereby ap-, 
proved and ra tided and made the act and deed of this 
Company and that a copy of this resolution certified by 
the Secretary of this meeting under the corporate seal be 
tiled with the said Trustees. — I hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true extract from the minutes of the Stock- 
holders of the Seville & Halifax River Railroad Company 
—Witness my hand and the seat of said Company this 
16tb dav of August A. D. 1886. 

ALFRED BISHOP MASON, 
. Sect'y of the Stockholders Meeting" 

Thereupon in pursuance of the resolution of the Board 
passed March 9th, 1886, the Trustees executed deeds to 
the Jacksonville, Tampa & Key West Railway for 
7%979.83 acres of land formerly reserved for the Seville 
and Halifax River Railroad Company, 

On application of Mr. F. T. Myers it wa,s ordered that 
the Salesman prepare deeds for the S. F. & W. Railway 
Co., successors to the East Florida Railway Co., for* the 
alternate sections of lands due to said East Florida By. 
Co. lying within the twenty mile limit of said Road, and 
which are required to make up the deficiency of 3848 per 
mile within the six mile limit as provided in Chapter 3485 
Laws of Florida. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, September 20th, 1886. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner of Lands. &c. 
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If was ordered that fruitcra! Sections 7, 17 & 31 of 
Township 7 South, Range iill Last, be left out of dCMl to 
St. Johns railway Company, at present, and that the 
lands in Set lions 21, 2J it L^i, same Townsh.p & Range, be 
included in taid deed. 

The BcarJ then adjourned. 

Attest ; 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, FIraru'a, September 22d, 1886. 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Terry, Governor. 

William IX Barnes, Comptroller. 

Edward S. Crill, Treasurer. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 

Major Sherman Conanl and B. W. Davis, Esqr., ap- 
peared before the Board in behalf of the Florida Southern 
Railway Company and Col. John A. Henderson, in h:s 
own behalf in a matter of tontest between said Bail way 
Company and said Henderson as to certain lands lying 
io I'olk County and reserved for the Fieri. 'a Southern 
Railway by resolution of the Board of July 23th. 1885, 
and claimed by said Henderson to have btep entered by 
him on 188 , And it appeared front 

pipers submitted by Mr. Henderson that in h'.a contract 
with the former Board to make select. on s of land giantel 
to the State by At t of Congress of September 28th, 1850, 
he was to receive in compensation for his services any 
lanos granted by said Act of Corgress whiib might be 
Bubject to entry at the time such lompensation might be- 
come due h-uvirg the question for the Hoard to determine 
as to whether the entry made by bim on 
188 on a< count of si.ch eoiuucnsntinn is prood against 
the reservation in said resolution of July 25tb, 18bo, and 
the Legislative land giant for said road. The further 
consideration of the ouestion was postponed. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved. That the State Engineer is rlirectrd in con- 
nection with the Chief Engineer of the Florida Southern 
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Railway Company to report the entire m'.lfase of con- 
structed road of the Florida Southern Railway, including 
its branches and side tracks separately and in tin ding its 
claimed lire from Gainesville to Late City, making a dis- 
tinction between the part of the l.ne between Gainesville 
and Hague and Hague and Icbetu knee and Ichetutknee 
and Lake City, making a distinction also between that 
part of the line constructed fcr the Flor-ica Southern 
Railway Company by the Plant Investment Company be- 
tween Peinberton's Ferry and Bartow, including also 
statement of mileage of said road completed and ironed 
np to and including Marth 4th, 1886, and mileage ironed 
and equipped a.me. It is dim ted that said report shall 
be signed and certified by both Engineers named and shall 
be itemized and explicit. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, September 25th, 18S(i. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present : Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner of Lands, &e. 

Hon. P. W. White applied for a charge of entry and it 
appearing to the Board that Lot Number One of Section 
25, and Lot No. 3 of Sec. 26 in Township 34 South of 
Range 17 East entered in the State Land Office by P. W. 
White lie in the bed of the Manatee River and are en- 
tirely covered by tide water, and did not properly belong 
to the State as Swamp and overflowed land under the 
Act of Congresa of September 28th, 1850, It is Ordered 
that the said entry be cancelled and that said White be 
authorized to invest the amount paid therefor iu swamp 
lands subject to entry in the Slate Land Office, at the 
present price of said lands, upon his delivering to the 
Commissioner of Lands and Tmmigr.-itirin a deed of re- 
conveyance to the State of the lands first above mentioned 



and described, duly recorded in the Clerk's Office of Man- 
atee County, in which the same are located. 

The Florida Midland Railway Company filed a map of 
the survey of its road from Oeoee to KisHimmee — that 
part of it which had not been previously surveyed, and 
asked for a reservation of the lands along the line of said 
surveyed route, and the plat being regular, it was Or- 
dered by the Board, that the even-numbered sections of 
Swamp and overflowed lands? within si* miles of the 
Bnrveyed route of the Florida Midland Kail way between 
Ocoee and Kissimmee, not heretofore reserved for it, be 
reserved from sale for the benefit of said road, and also 
that like sections within twenty mites of the said line of 
road, when necessary to make up the deficiency in the six 
mile limit, be reserved for the same purpose, All subject 
to further action of the Board, and subject also to the 
right of actual settlers to purchase their improvements at 
State prices. 

The following bills were presented and passed ; 
Philip Walter, for costs in case Fla. Ld. & Mtge. 

Co. vs. Trustees I. I. Fd | 6.40 

C. L. Mitchell, Salesman, expenses in re land sales. 81.95 
Jas. P. Wilson, for attending to Land Sales for 

Salesman at Bartow, Ft. Ogden, Ft. Meade & 

Lakeland 59.65 

Geo. McC Craig, for services as Auctioneer at 

Land Sales 30.00 

Fort Meade Pioneer for advertising land sales. ... 20.10 

Bartow Informant for advertising land sales 4.50 

Brooksville Register for advertising land sales. ... 2.50 

Lakeland News for advertising laud sales 5.00 

K. M. Boweu, for printing for Salesman's Office. . . 15.75 
Bartow Informant, publishing notice of land sales. 20.00 
Postage ai-count Salesman's Office for June & July 29.00 

Account Surveyor General's Office 8.00 

Pine Levi] Times, advertising land sales 9.50 

C, A. Bryan, Jr., Binding for Salesman's Office 4 . 00 

The Board then adjourned. 

Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, November fftb; 188& 

The Board met in the Executive Office. 

Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 

C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 

C. L. Mitchell, i 'ommissioner of Lands, &c. 

The Attorney General was l-equested to act as Secre- 
tary, 

Mr. I. L. Harris, presented certified map and specifica- 
tions of construction of the Jacksonville, Mayport and 
Pablo Bail way and application of the Jacksonville, May- 
port and Pablo Railway and Navigation Go. to have the 
even numbered sections within the six mile limit and 
the twenty mile indemnity limit on each side of said rail- 
way reserved for the same, Whereupon it was Ordered 
that such reserve be made until the further order of the 
Board, and subject to the right of actual settlers to pur* 
chase their improvements at State prices. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 



President 



Sect'y pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Florida, December 20th, 1886. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry. Governor. 

William D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

Edward 8. Crjftt, Treasurer. 

C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 

C, L. Mitchell, Commissioner of Lands, 4o. 

Mr. L. J. Brush, appeared before the Board in behalf 
of the Jacksonville. Mayport and Pablo Railway, and 
presented specifications of construction for said Railway 
which were examined, approved and ordered to be spread 
upon the minutes of the Board — Said specifications are 
as follows: 

"Specifications of Construction 
for the 
Jacksonville, Mayport & Pablo Railway. • 
1st. The line of road shall be cut of all standing timber 
for a distance of Sixty feet, and cleared of same for a 
distance of fortv feet each side of centre line. 
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2d. The grading shall be for a single track except at 
depots, turnouts and similar places, where it dhall be 
wider if necessary, with a rond bed fourteen teet wide 
in cuitings, with such ditches as shall be necessary to se- 
cure proper drainage; and ten feet wide on embank- 
ments at the grade line; with slopes of one and one half 
horizontal to one perpendicular for both cuts and em- 
bankments. All embankments and excavations shall be 
so constituted as to secure propt r drainage and the avoid- 
ance of standirg water near the cross ties. 

3d. All cross ties shall be delivered on the line of the 
road and b? of heart pine or ey press, not less than seven 
feet in length, and not less than six inches heart face and 
six inches in thickness and shall be well and carefully 
bedded and laid two feet center to center. 

4th. At all waterways, sufficient space shall be left for 
the unobstructed passage of water; and at all points on 
the line of road where it is practicable and desirable, 
side ditches Bhall be cut to carry oft' the surface water. 

5th. In the crossing of all streams, the bridges shall 
be constructed according to the plans approved by the 
State Engineer. 

6th. The gauge of the road shall t* three feet. 

7th. The rail used shall weigh not less- than forty 
poundB per lineal yard and be of the best quality of steel 
or iron and well fastened to the cross ties witb the best 
quality of spikes and plates, using the fish plate and 
fastenings if the Company shall prefer. 

Si li . The entire equipment shall he first class, and shall 
at all times be sufficient for the prompt transportation 
of all passengers and freight ordinarily offering. 

9th. The grade on no portion of the route shall exceed 
fifty-three feet per mile and no signal curve adopted ex- 
ceeding three degrees of curvature, except at terminal 
points where it may be neeeSFary to adopt a higher de- 
gree of curvature. 

E. B. HALLTDAT. Chf. Engineer." 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



( 
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Tallahassee, Florida, December 226% 1883, 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Parry, Governor. 
W. I). Barnes. Comptroller. 
E. 8. Crill, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner of Lands, &c. 
Judge J. G. Speer, President of the Apopka Canal 
Company, appeared before the Board and applied for 
extension of the time allowed for completion of the canal 
on the ground that the work had been interfered with by 
a restraining order of the Court. 

After due consideration, the time for the completion of 
Baid Canal was extended to 1st day of July, 1887. 

The Board then adjourned. 
AtteBt : 

W. D. BARNES, • President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, January 13th, 1887. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 
W, D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
E. 8. Crill, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper. Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner of Lands, &c. 
The contest between the Florida Southern Railway 
Company, and John A. Henderson to certain lands in 
Polk County, which were reserved on the 25th of July, 
1885, for the Railroad Company which would first com- 
plete ite line or Road to Charlotte Harbor, came up for 
consideration and a written agreement of settlement of 
the matter in contest between the parties was submitted 
and accepted by the Board, and is as follows: 

It is agreed between John A. Henderson and the Flor- 
ida Southern Railway Company that the matter in con- 
troversy between them as to the lands in Polk County 
may be disposed of by the Board of Trustees of the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund, if thfy see fit and prnjier so 
to order, as follows: Deeds to be made to the Florida 
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Southern Railway Company or their order to the lands 
contained in the list hereto appended. The remainder 
of the lands in the list heretofore involved in the contro- 
versy between the parties hereto, to be deeded to John 
A. Henderson, or his order. And the said John A. Hen- 
derson and the said Florida Southern Railway Company 
respectfully join in asking the Board to order deeds ac- 
cordingly. 

January 13th, 1887. 

FLORIDA SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY 
by Robt. W. Davis its Attorney. 

JOHN A HENDERSON. 
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To the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund of the State of Florida. 

Gentlemen : 

It is agreed between myself and Mr. Chandler for the 
Florida Southern float holders that the following lands 
in Polk County may be added to the list of lands to be 
deeded to the Florida Southern Railway Company as 
agreed by us and sanctioned by the Board on the 13th 
test, namely: 
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JOHN A. HENDERSON. 


SUMNER C. CHANDLER. 
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The following resolution was adopted by tbs Board : 
Whereas a refolution was passed liv this BnaH -Inly 
25th, 1885, making reservation of certaiu lands lying in 
Folk County for the first Railroad Company that should 
♦nniplr-te its line to Charlotte Fwrhor: And whereas cer- 
tain of sn id lands?, so reserved sluee the completion of the 
Florida Southern Railway to Charlotte Harbor bave been 
withheld pending a contest between the said Florida 
Southern Railway Company, and John A. Henderson, as 
to their respective rights to the same; And whereas under 
an agreement entered into between the said Henderson 
and the Florida Southern Railway Company, recorded in 
this day's proceedings, the lands named and designated 
on the list attached to raid written agreement are to be 
conveyed to the paid Florida Southern Railway by this 
Board, and that the remainder of such lands in contest 
to be conveyed to the said John A. Henderson; Resolved, 
that the Salesman be instructed to prepare deeds for the 
Florida Southeru Railway Company to the lands designa- 
ted in the list aforesaid, on account of construction by 
said Railroad Company of that portion of its road South 
of Bartow, 

The following bills were presented and passed: 
D. W. Gwynn, postage a-e for Salesman's Office, $48,00. 
N. M. Bowen for printing for Salesman's Office, $10.00. 
The Board Then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, January- 15th ? 1887, 
Board met in Executive Offiee. 
Present: Edward A. Perry, Governor. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
E. S. Grill. Treasurer. 
O. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner of Lands, &c. 
Mr. G. B. Sparkman appeared before the Board in be- 
half of Andrew Harris, contesting with John C. Wills 
his claim to S£ of HW| Sec. 35, T 24 S, R 20 E, entry No. 
12718, April 10, 1884. From proofs submitted it* an- 
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peared that Andrew Karris was the a< tuat settler upon 
?aid land, and that siid entiy was made upon evi evie of 
(hat fatt. Therefore it is ordered that entry No. 12718 
made in nan e rf .Trhn C. Wilfc on April Dth, 1884, be 
(a* 1 relied a^d that the pun Lege money to wit, the sum of 
Eighty & 06-1(10 (*S0(16) d-l'rrs he rrftwfpd to V-« and 
that a deed for said S| of NWJ Sec. 35, T 24 8, K 20 E, ba 
iesupd to Andrew Harris, upon payment of said Bum of 
money. 

J. - T . Johnston, Timber A pert for Li Fayette County, 
having resigned, Frank Luther was duly appointed t.m- 
ber agent for ?aid County, who is required to give bond in 
the sum of Five hundred dollars payable to the Board of 
Trr-stf ts of the Integral Improvement Fund of the State 
of Florida for the faithful performance of bis duties as 
said agent. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, Pres. 

Sec'y. * 



Tallthasftpe, Fla., Feby. 9th, 1887. 
Brar J met in Executive Office. 
Present : ^dward fi . Perry. Governor. 
E. P, Crill, State Treasurer. 
O. V. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. I.. Mithell, Commissioner of Land*, &c 
T "-<." ntotiun E. S. Crill, Treasurer, was appointed Sec- 
ret™-* "ro te™-. 

T 1 -- ful^w'nf petitirif was preferred to the Board, and 
n jy,-, -vctMn tie recuest therein contained was granted, 
fi-,-- f.,, 'Vnir" ; ssioner of Lands was directed to make the 
li--t -< > ord^glv. 
To th" Pox*. The RppfsI of ""---*""*■ 

T' * Fin rid a Southern Railway Company would W- 
Bvv !f i!v petition your Honcrable Board to droit the 
(V tj :^.- : r-cr of Lande to certify to you a list of the 
|j'-i !* r!tB pri' e« obtained for the same, sold by this 
J* -;■• ' frmn ct of V'f alternate settion reserve of the 
Heoida Southern Fail way Company. 
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Petitioners respectfully show and represent that they 
desire this certified list in order that they may apply for 
the funds arising from such sales or such parts of the 
same as they may determine. 

Yours respectfully, 

• ROBT. W. DAVIS, 

Attorney Florida Southern Railway Company. 
The following letter was read: 

Seville. Florida, Feb'y T. 1887. 
Hon. E. A. Perry, Governor, Tallahassee, Fla. 

Sir: I have been retained as attorney by Mr. Clifford, 
in the case of Clifford vs. Barrs, [tending before the 
Board of Internal Improvement Trustees, and would re- 
spectfully request your Board to take some action in the 
matter to ascertain Mr. Clifford's rights, if he has any. 

Barr's grantee, who claims to be an innocent purchaser, 
is threatening Clifford with a suit in ejectment, and may 
commence proceedings against him soon. 

Cannot the Board set Ihe matter for hearing perempto- 
rily for some time, say within the next three weeks, upon 
ample notice to all parties? 

Very respectfully, 

B. M. MILLEB. 

Upon motion, Monday the 21st day of February, was 
fixed as the day peremptorily upon which to hear the 
parties in interest and the Secretary was instructed to 
notify Mr. Miller and request him to notify Mr. Barrs 
and his attorneys. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

President 
Secretary pro tent. 



Tallahassee, Feb'y 16th. 1887. 
Board met tn Executive Office. 
Present : Hon. E. 8. Crill, State Treasurer. 
Tlon. W. T>. Barnes, Comptroller. 
Hon. C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
Upon motion E. S. Crill, Treasurer, was appointed 
President pro tcm. 



Mr. R. W. Davis, Att'y of Florida Southern Railway, 
presented a list of lands sold by the Board from out of 
the alternate sections reserved; for Florida Southern 
Railway as prepared by the Salesman in pursuance of 
the order of the Board of Feb'y 9, comprising 4.951.77 
acres and amount ing to f4 ,973. 90— properly certified by 
the Salesman of this Board, It was therefore ordered by 
the Board that the Treasurer pay to the Florida South- 
ern Railway Company the sum of |4,973.9(t it being the 
amount due to said Company for land sold out of the 
reservation of alternate sections made for said Company. 
Mr. Davis also exhibited to the Board the plat of the 
survey of the St. Augustine and South Beach Railway, 
which had been properly authenticated and filed in the 
office of the Secretary of State, and asked for with- 
drawal by the Board of the even alternate sections of 
Bwamp lands on either Bide of said Road according to 
usual terms, which request wsis granted. 

Vhe Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, President pro tern. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 25th. 1887. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present: E, A. Perry, Governor. 
E. S. Crill. Treasurer. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
'C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
The Governor laid before the Board the following let- 
ter from Hamilton Disston respecting Okeechobee Drain- 
age; 

Office of the Atlantic und Golf Coast Canal and 
Okeechobee Land Company, 

305 Walnut St., Philadelphia, 

March 10th. 1887. 
Hon. E. A. Perry, Governor of the State of Florida. 
Dear Sir : 

When the report of the Commission appointed to ascer- 
tain and report the quantity of land reclaimed by th« 



Okeechobee Company under its contract with the Trus- 
tees ot Ihe Internal Impiovemeut Fund of Florida wai 
first brought to the ni t.v.e m lue orfieera *>t t^ai v.oiupany 
the Impress.on was that ro immediate attlon was tailed 
for on the part of tl.e Company — They thought that the 
Legislatuie w r ou!d meet in a Rjort time, and that they 
Wo j Id then have an opportunity to be bear J. 

Thinking however tLat entire silt me might be tnisrou- 
elii.ed I have thought best to address you as the Chief 
WfpreBor. ( alive cf the State of Florida on the subject. 

The report of the Commission pre Bents the Okeechobee 
Company as the hols cr 01 a large baoy of State land to 
w.Iuh it is rot justly entitled. 

My reply is that the Okeechobee Company demands no 
moie tlmn juft.ie and wuuld he uowill-ng to accept or re- 
taip one a re of hind vihich ttiey thought had not been 
fairly earned. 

In view of the conflict of the report of the Commission 
with those of the engiueeis appointed by tiie Trustees of 
1he Internal Improvement huud, I would suggest as a 
fcrf? an i ji,st metbo i of settling the difference the ap- 
pointment of representatives on the pa it of the State and 
the Lompary who with an impartial referee shall examine 
in ceta I all the land in dispute and if thty should report 
any of those Iuuls unlit for cultivation the Okeechobee 
Company shall re-< on vcy to the Mate such lands to be re- 
served from sale under the feints of the .ainage « ontract 
or will hold them uncer a sat :t f v < frory n-T"" ent to ap- 
ply the proceeds thereof to drainage purposes. 

It '.s but jrst however 1h t in a. . t s n li a :>lan 

of Kettle inert full ctTe>t elsould b" gives to th n whole of 
the Sraiofge to- trad including tlie urif locations thereof 
rca > subsequently to the erVf^l * — T " - v vhi h 
several burred thotipmd d.^Kars have air pa fly bsen ex- 
pen 'el in the draira^e operations in •' T di:in to all the 
inirov"! drrivr] frnni 'and fairs. C;ir ='eop!e hare acted 
in the otmest pood faith 'i^dcr p m of t'-"" untrfirte -vilh 
the authorities W your Ktate. The'r drainage operations 
h;r.r rrtn t b i*.v rapftssive to tV i ! kti s 1 -•: fir ',-ork 
in clarpe as shown by tin outlay of sevwai hundred 
thousand dollars in excess of ail -■ :•■ l; f <• ■•'■■•■ of 

their contract. All i* '•= marry '-■■ - - '-\''>- : . ■'•; ap- 
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plied, and for the company we are willing for, and invite, 
the closest scrutiny. Its books are open to the inspec- 
tion of yonr Itoard and will show in connection with the 
entire action of the company that there is not nor ever 
was any cause fur alarm on tiie part of the State authori- 
ties. 

For the *nci-«wi of the enterprise and the great benefits 
to accrue to Florida, and I hope with some profit to my- 
self and friends. I confidently expect that no unneces- 
sary obstacles will be interposed to the progress of the 
work. 

Trusting that the matter may be settled exclusively on 
its merits to the mutual satisfaction of the parties inter- 
ested so that the company may prosecute the work with 
increased vigor. 

I am. Very Respectfully Yours, &c, 

HAMILTON DI8STOX. 

After due consideration the following resolution was 
adopted : -* 

Whereas, the Governor of the State of Florida has sub- 
mitted to this Board a letter addressed to him by Mr. 
Hamilton Disston, on behalf of the Atlantic and Gulf 
Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company dated March 
10th, 1887, referring to the report of the Committee ap- 
pointed by the Governor tinder Chap. 3639, Laws of 
Florida, and containing certain suggestions as to settle- 
ment of differences as to lands heretofore conveyed by 
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund to said 
Company and reported unearned by said committee. 

Be it resolved, That this Board is desirous of doing ail 
that it properly can under the law, and consistent with 
the in II jterforniance of the drainage contract between 
said Board of Trustees and said Company, and securing 
the benefits intended to be derived therefrom to the State 
and to the Internal Improvement ^und as well as to said 
Company, to settle the matters in question without litiga- 
tion and amicably, but this Board is not able to act upon 
the said letter of Mr. Hamilton Disston because of the in- 
deflnrteness of its suggestions; because of the intimated 
claim of undefined modifications of said drainage con- 
tract, which this Board cannot admit, and because it 
seems to exclude wholly that which this Board regards 

29 I. I. 



as the true test of the right of said Company to lands, 
to wit; the actual drainage and reclamation of the lands 
by said Company. 

Therefore, be it further resolved, that by virtue of the 
powers, rights and duties vested in tbis Board by law, 
and also in accordance with said Chapter 3'>39 of the 
Laws of Florida and tbe report of said committee ap- 
pointed tbemiuder as aforesaid the Atlantic and Gulf 
Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land Company is hereby re- 
quested to reconvey to the Trustees of the loternal Im- 
provement Fund of tbe State of Florida all lands hereto- 
fore conveyed by siu-li Trustees to said Company which 
lie without the district or locality reported by said Com- 
mittee as drained as shown by the maps attached by said 
Committee to said report: without prejudice to any claim 
or right of said Trustees to any lands within said alleged 
drained district, or any land conveyed by such Trustees 
to any person on account of Baid Company, or any other 
right or claim of said Trustees at law or in equity in the 
premises. 

Be it further resolved that a ropy of these resolutions 
together with a copy of said report of said committee, 
and of the maps thereto attached be sent to said company. 

A letter from H. S. Duval, engineer, asking to "be 
absolved from complying with resolution of the Board of 
Sept. 22, 1886" was read and filed, and the Secretary was 
instructed to correspond with the authorities of the Flor- 
ida Southern Railway as to the payment of an engineer-to 
ascertain the exact mileage of their road as provided in 
said resolution. 

Tbe Bond of Franklin Luther, Timber Agent for La 
Fayette County, was presented to the Board and ap- 
proved and ordered to be filed. 

The ireport of H. S. Duval, State Engineer, of the in- 
spection of the Florida Midland Railway, was laid before 
the Board ; and as he recommended that said road be not 
accepted in its present condition, a copy of the report 
was directed to be forwarded to the authorities of the 
Road. 

Also the report of Engineer Duval on the construc- 
tion of the J. T. & K. W. Railway from Lafee Monroe to 
TavareB, was submitted, disapproving of the work, and 
same action was had thereon. 
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The following bills were ordered to be paid: 

H. S. Duval, for inspecting Florida Midland Railway, 
|125. 

H. S. Duval, for inspecting Jacksonville, Tampa & Key 
West Railway from Lake Monroe to TavareB, $125. 

Postal acct. Salesman's Office Jan'y & Febr'y, $33.72. 

J. H. Etrtille, j) r in ting. Salesman's Office, $45.00. 

Telegraph account, $2.95. 

Upon representation made to the Board of the im- 
portance of having a timber agent in the county of Her- 
nando to prevent the destruction of the Cedar on the 
State lands, it was decided to appoint one in that local- 
ity, and Mr. James L. Miller having been recommended 
as a suitable person was selected for the position and it 
was ordered that he be required to enter into a bond, with 
two good sureties, for |5W0.(K) payable to the Tmstees of 
the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida conditioned 
that he faithfully discharge the duties of snch timber 
agent and pay over all sums coming into his hands for 
stum page as such timber agent, to the State Treasurer. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Fla.. April 1st, 1887. 
Board met in Executive Office- 
Present: E. A. Perry, Governor. 

E. 8. Grill, Treasurer. 

W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner of* Lands, Stc. 

C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 

Mr. R. W. Davis, Attorney for the Florida Southern 
Railway Company, appeared before the Board and called 
attention to the application filed by him on 11th of Au- 
gust, 1886, for recognition of, and lands upon, the 28 49- 
100 miles of said Company's road north fiom Punta Gorda 
which was graded, cross tied and bridged, but not ironed, 
on the 4th day of March, 1886, and asked that he be 
allowed to file briefs on the question before it was de- 
cided ; and it was the sense of the Board that he should 
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prepare bis brief and submit copies of the same to the At- 
torneys or authorities, of jbe Jacksonville, Tampa and 
Key West Railway, the Penaacola and Atlantic Railroad, 
the Palatka and Indian River Railway and the Silver 
Sp rings. Oca la and Gulf Railway, and that the Hoard 
wonld hear and consider the question within thirty (30) 
days from the time that copies of said brief were served 
upon Authorities or Attorneys of the Roads named. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. D, BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Fla., April 22d, 1887. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present : E. A. Perry, Governor. 

E. 8. Crill, State Treasurer. 

W. I>. Barnes, Comptroller. 

CM, Cooper, Attorney General. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner of Lands. &c 

Mr, R. W. Davis, Attorney for Palatka and North 
Western Railroad, presented plat of the survey of %aid 
road from Palatka to the City of Tallahassee and applied 
for a reservation of the odd sections of swamp and over- 
flowed lands along the line of said road. 

It was ordered that the odd sections of land granted by 
Act of Congress of September 28th, 1850, lying within sir 
miles on either side of the surveyed route of said load 
and a sufficiency of the same alternate sections within 
the Twenty (20) mile limit to make up the deficiency in 
the six mile limit be reserved from sale for the benefit of 
said Road on their surveyed line from Palatka to Talla- 
hassee, subject to the right of actual settlers to purchase 
their improvements at State prices and subject to the 
further action of the Board. 

A plat of the survey of said road was this day filed in 
the office of Secretary of State and the following speci 
flcations were submitted to the Board and approved : 
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Specifications of Construction 
Palatka and North Western Railroad. 

1st. The line of road shall be cut of all standing tim- 
ber for a distance of sixty feet and cleared of same for a 
distance of forty feet each aide of the centre line. 

2nd. The grading shall be for a single track except at 
depots, turnouts and similar places where it shall be 
wider if necessary, with a road bed fourteen feet wide in 
cuttings, with such ditches as shall be necessary to secure 
proper drainage, and ten feet wide on embankments at 
the grade line, with slopes of one and one half horizontal 
to one perpendicular for both cuts and embank mentsL 
All embankments ami excavations shall be so constructed 
as to secure proper drainage and the avoidance of stand- 
ing water near the cross ties. 

3d. AH cross-ties shall be delivered on the line of the 
road and be of heart pine or cypress, not less than Eight 
Feet in length, and not less than six inches heart face 
and six inches in thickness and shall be well and care- 
fully bedded and laid two feet centre to centre. 

4th. At all waterways, sufficient space shall be left for 
the unobstructed passage of water; and at all points on 
the line of road where it is practicable and desirable, side 
ditches shall be cut to carry off the surface water. 

5th. In the crossing of all streams, the bridges shall 
be constructed according to the plans approved by the 
State Enigineer, t 

6th. The gauge of the road shall be standard. * 

7th. The rail used shall weigh not less than fifty 
pounds per lineal yard and be of the best quality of steel 
or iron and well fastened to the cross-ties with the best 
quality of spikes and plates, using the fish plates and 
fastenings if the Company shall prefer. 

8th. The entire equipment shall be first class and 
shall at all times be sufficient for the prompt transporta- 
tion of all passengers and freight ordinarily offering. 

9th. The grade on no portiou of the route shall exceed 
fifty three feet per mile and no single curve adopted ex- 
ceeding three degrees of curvature except at terminal 
points where it may be necessary to adopt a higher degree 
of curvature. 

Hugh A. Cor ley, Attorney for the Florida Orange Ca- 
nal and Transit Company, made application for with- 
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drawal of lands on the line of the proposed canal, and it 
appearing that a plat of the survey of the route of said 
■ anal connecting the Withlacoochee River with Tsalo- 
Apopka Lakes, in Hernando County, had been properly 
filed, it was ordered that the even numbered sections for 
*ix miles on either side of the surveyed route of said 
canal, together with indemnity in same alternate sections 
few twenty miles on each side, l»e withdrawn from sale 
for the benefit of said Canal Transit Company, until the. 
further order of the Board, subject to the right of actual 
settlers to purchase their improvements at State prices. 
The report of Engineer IHival upon the work of con- 
struction of the Blue Springs. Orange City and Atlantic 
Railroad approving same was snbmitted to the Board 
and is as follows: 

Tallahassee, Florida, April 12th/ 1887. 
Hon. W. D. Barnes, Secretary Trustees I. I. Fund, Tal- 
lahassee, Fla. 
Sir: In obedience to instructions dated March 18th, 
I inspected on the 8th inst. The Blue Springs, Orange 
City and Atlantic Railroad to its terminus at New 
Smyrna on Hillsborough River and will furnish you a 
certificate of the entire distance as it is practicable to 
obtain the same from the Chief Engineer, I find the work 
of construction well done agreeable to the usual specifi- 
cation aud I approve the same. 
Respectfully, 

H. S. DUVAL, 
State's Engineer. 
Orange City, Fla., April 13th, 1887. 
To the Trustees of 1. I. Fund. State of Florida. 

I, S. B. Carter, Chief Engineer of the Blue Spring, 
Orange City and Atlantic R. R.. do hereby certify that 
the length of the road, main line, Twenty Eight and one 
third (28 1-3) miles, and of side track one and one quar- 
ter (l}t miles: is correct. 

S. B. CARTER. 

Chief Engineer. 
B. S. O. C. & A. R. R. 
The following accounts were ordered paid : 
H. S. Duval, for inspecting Blue Spring, Orange City 
and Atlantic Railroad, |125. 
N. M. Bowen. printing for Salesman's office, 10-50. 



D. W, Gwynn, postage, &c, Salesman's Office for 
March, $71.60. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a letter from S. 
Conant, General Manager Florida Southern Railway, in 
reply to letter of Secretary of March 28, Baying that hifl 
Company would pay expenses of Engineer to tie sent by 
the Board to definitely ascertain the mileage of his entire 
road. 

Mr. Hngh A. Corley appeared before the Board and 
filed application as Attorney for Geo. W. Ladd and 
James Ladd of Florida and Geo. W. Ladd of Bangor. 
Maine, for deeds to certain lands described therein — al- 
leging that Daniel Ladd now deceased owned at the 
time of his death the certificate of entry embracing said 
lands upon which deeds bad never issued, that said cer- 
tificates were lost or destroyed, and that the said Geo. 
W, and James Ladd are the only surviving heirs of the 
said Daniel Ladd, and praying Xhm deeds be now made 
to them. 

The Board asked that f copy of said Ladd's will be 
filed with thei ii. and the farther consideration of the 
case was postponed. 

The Secretary informed the Board that the Bond of 
James L. Miller as timber agent for Hernando County 
had been property executed and fileil. and it was ordered 
that he receive certificate of hit* appointment as such 
Timber Agent. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES. President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Floridsi. April 29th, 1887. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present : E. A. Perry. Governor. 
E. S. Crill. Treasurer. 
W. D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper. Att'y General. 
C. L, Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
Alfred Bishop Mason. Kkij.. siflked in behalf of the J. 
T. & K. W. Railway for an inspection of the River Di- 
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vision of said Road from San ford to Tavares, and tha 
Secretary was instructed to order the State Engineer to 
make the inspection. . t 

The following bills* were ordered to be paid: 
T. J. Shine, Ck. Ct. Ct. Orange Co., $3.50. 
Jno. W. Jackson for abstracts, f 15.00. , 

A. A. Stewart, Ck. Ct. Ct. Brevard Co., $6.75. 
Johnson & Stewart", abstracts, f 23.00. 
P. T. Knight, Ck. Ct. Ct. Monroe Co., f 13.50. 
The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President 

Secretary. 



■ Tallahassee. Florida, May 4th, }887. 
Board met in Executive Office. 

Present : E. A. Perry. Governor. 
E. 8. Crill, Treasurer. 
W. D, Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell. Commissioner, &c. 

It appearing that John W. Bryant did on the 30th. of 
November, 1881, purchase from the Board of Trustees the 
SEJ of NWi Sec. 12, Tp. 5 S, B 17 E, included in entry 
No. 10550, and that said land had l>een previous! y sold 
to William Hagan on the 24th of November, 1860, entry 
No. 3512. 

It is ordered by this hoard that the sum of 1 40.15 be re- 
funded to John W. Bryant, it being amount paid by him 
for the SEi of NWJ Sec. 12, Tp. 5 8. R 17 E, which said 
land had been previously, on 24th November 1800. pur- 
chased by William Hagan and in c hided in entry No. 3512. 
The Board then adjourned, . I 

Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 
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, Tallahassee, Florida, Jane 3d, 168T. 

Board met Id Executive Office. 
Present: E. A. Perry, Governor. 
E. 8. Crill, Treasurer. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
O. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
The Secretary laid before the board the quit claim 
deed of Alfred Davis, of Putnam County, to the SWi of 
SWi Sec. 30, Tp. 10 S, R 24 E, and it appearing that 
this land had been sold to him by the trustees through 
mistake it being TJ. S. land. 

It is ordered by the Board that the sum of $40 08-100 
be refunded to Alfred Davis, it being the amount paid by 
him for the SWJ of 8W± Sec. 30, Tp. 10 S, R. 24 E, entry 
No. 7823, November 8th, 1876, said entry having been 
made through mistake the land being TJ. S. land, and 
also the sum of 85c for recording deed. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, June 4th, 1887. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present: E. A. Perry. Governor. 

E. S. Crill, Treasurer. 

W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &e. 

Hon. J. C. Pelot appeared before the Board in behalf 
of the Jacksonville, Manatee and Gulf Railroad, and 
made application for the withdrawal of lands for said 
company and it appearing that a properly certified sur- 
vey of the route of said road from Lakeland in Polk 
County and Plant City in Hillsborough County to Sara 
Sota in Manatee County had been filed as required by 
law, it is ordered that the odd sections of land lying 
within six miles of the said line of proposed road, and 
sufficient of like sections within twenty miles for in- 
demnity be reserved from sale for the benefit of said rail- 



road, subject to the further order of the Board, and to 
the rights of actual settlers to purchase their improve- 
ments at State prices. 

The Board then iMljoumed. 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, June 7, 1887. 
Board met is Executive Office, 
Present : E. A. Perry, Governor. 
E. S. Crill, Treasurer.' 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
R. F. Taylor. Esq., appeared before the Board in be- 
half of the Silver Springs, Ocala and Gulf Railroad Com- 
pany, and presented an application for deeds to lands, at 
the rate of ten thousand acres per mile for ten miles of 
said railroad constructed westward from the town of 
Ocala in pursuance of the land grant made to said com- 
pany by the provisions of Chapter 3171, Laws of Florida. 
It was ordered by the Board that Mr. Tiiylor file with 
this Board and furnish the authorities of the Peilsacola 
and Atlantic Railroad and the Palatka & Indian River 
Railway a copy of his brief in support of his said applica- 
tion on or before Tuesday the 14th inst., and that a bear- 
ing l>e had by the Board on the question presented on 
Tuesday 21st inst. 

Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES. President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Fla., June loth, 1887. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present : E. A. Perry, Governor. 

C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
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Upon motion C. L. Mitchell, Commissi oner. &c, was 
req nested to act ;is Secretary pro tern. 

The following petition of the Gainesville, Tallahassee 
and Western Railway Company was read and ordered 
spread upon the minutes. It was ordered that the reser- 
vation be made as requested upon the conditions usually 
required. 
To the Hons. E. A. Perry, Governor. 

C. M. Cooper. Attorney General. 

E. S. Crill, Treasurer." 

W. D. Barnes. Comptroller, 

C. L. Mitchell, Com'r of Lands, &c, 

Composing the Board of Trustees 

of the Internal Improvement 

Fund of Florida. 

This the petition of the Gainesville, Tallahassee and 
Western Railway Company a corporation created under 
the laws of the State of Florida, providing generally for 
the creation of railroads in said State for the purpose of 
constructing a rail road in said State from the City of 
Gainesville in Alachua County through the counties of 
Alachua, LaFayette, Taylor, Jefferson and I„enn — would 
very respectfully show unto your Honorable Board that 
it has complied with the provisions of the law in 01- 
ganizing itself into a body corporate. That it has a*- 
cepted the provisions of the Internal Improvement ActB 
of the State of Florida, and that it has actually surveyed 
and located the route of its said railway ami has filed a 
map of such location and survey In the office of the Sec- 
retary of Ktnte, and in the office of the Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration of said State from which the ex- 
act location of ite said route can lie seen. Whereupon 
your petitioner prays that your honorable hoard will set 
apart and hold in reserve for your jietitioner the odd 
numbered sections of land lying within six miles of and 
on both sides of the located route of your petitioners 
paid road, that your petitioner will be entitled to under 
the Internal Improvement Acts of the State of Florida^ 
and your jietitioner will ever pray. &c. 

This June 13th, 1887. 
Attest : X. R. GRUELLE. 

M: FITCH MILLER. General Manager 

Sec'v. G. T. & W. Rv. G. T. and W. Railway. 



Tbe Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

President. 
Secretary pro tern. 
The reservation applied for was granted. See minutea 
of 20th Jane. 
Attest: 

President. 
Secy. 



Tallahassee, Florida, June 20th, 1881. 
Board met in Attoraey General's Office. 
Present: E. S. Grill, Treasurer. 

W. D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper. Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
Upon morion Hon. E. S. Crill, Treasurer, was request- 
ed to act as President pro tern. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the reports of the 
State Engineer upon the construction of the Florida 
Midland Railway between Gotha and Longwood, a dis- 
tance of 23 39-100 miles, and of the St. Johns and Hali- 
fax Railroad to its terminus at Daytona which are as 
follows : 

River Junction, Florida, June 15th, 1887. 
Hon. W. I). Barnes, Sec'ry Trustees I. I. Fund, Tallahair 
see, Fla. 
Dr. Sir: In obedience to your orders of the 1st inst, 
I certify that I reinspected on the 10th inst. 23 39-100 
miles of the Florida Midland Railway extending between 
the village of Gotha and Longwood on the South Florida 
Railroad, and found the work of construction well exe- 
cuted and much improved since my last inspection, and 
I approve the same. 

Respectfully, 

H. S. DUVAL, St. Engr. 
Longwood, Fla., June 10, 1887. 
I hereby certify that the distance inspected today by 
H. S. Duval, State Engineer, between Gotha and Long- 
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wood of the Florida Midland Railroad is Twenty-three 
39-100 mile*. 

B. F HANCOX, 

Chf. Eng. F. ML Ry. 
Subscribed and Bworn to before 
me this 10th day of Jane, 1887, 
bv B F. Haneox, Chief Engineer. 

H. 8. DUVAL, (Seal) 
Notary Public at large for the State of Fla. 
River Junction Florida, Jane 16th, 1887. 
Hon. W. 1>. Barnes. Sect'y. Trustees 1. I. Fund, Talla- 
hassee. 
Dear Sir: I reinspected the St. Johns and Halifax 
Railroad on the 8tb inst.. and having found a decided im- 
provement going on throughout its entire length since 
my inspection of April tith, far exceeding my anticipa- 
tions, 1 recommend the acceptance of 48 18 miles of this 
road which does extend from the St. Johns River nearly 
to Day tuna and comprise* all that is axked to be in- 
spected, but not quite the entire length. 

Respectfully, 

H. H. DUVAL, 

St. Engr. 

Roll est ob. Florida, June 9th. 1887. 

I hereby certify that the distance inspected of the St. 
Johns and Halifax Rail Road up to date by H. P. Duval. 
State Engineer, beginning on the kink* of the St. Johns 
River nud extending towards Oavtona is 48 1-8 miles. 

W. J. WHITE, 
Pt. Bt. J. ft H. B. R. 
To H. S. Duval, State Engineer, River Junction, Florida. 

The following bills were ordered paid: 

H. 8. Duval, for inspecting St. Johns & Halifax River 
Railway, $125. 

H. S. Duval, for inspecting Fla. Midland Ry., $125. 

H. S. Duval, for inspecting J. T. ft K. VV. By., $125. 

Jno. Bradford for inspecting F. R. ft X. R. R., $100. 

The Secretary presented to the Board the quit claim 
deed of Joseph T. Russ to the W* of RW| of r,ec. 24, Tp* 
5, N, R 12, W, and it appearing that the said Russ had 
purchased said land from the Trustee* by mistake the 
same being V. 8. Land. 
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It was ordered that the suni of Eighty dollars be re- 
funded to Joseph T. Buss, it being the amount paid bi 
him to the Trustees of the I. I. Fund in entry No. 3340 
for the W| of SW± section 24. T. 5 X, R 12* W, which 
said land was not the property of the State but of the 
United States. 

The report of Colonel .Jno. Bradford. Engineer ap- 
pointed to inspect that portion of the F. R. & X. Rail- 
road recently completed from Withlacoochee Station to 
Plant City a distance of 39 miles, approving same was 
presented and is as follows: 

Tallahassee, Florida, June 1st, 1887. 
To His Excellency. Gov. E. A. Perry, 

Sir: In accordance with your instructions of May 28th, 
I have inspected that part of the line of the Rail-road 
of the Florida Railway and Navigation Company that 
extends from "Withlacooehee Station to Plant City" and 
beg leave to report that I find the Road constructed in a 
thorough and first class manner and "complete except a 
small amount of re-surfacing near Plant City, rendered 
necessary by reason of the newness of the work. Taken 
as a whole it is the best piece of new road I have ever 
inspected for the State, The length of said section of 
road is Thirty-nine (39) miles. 

I am, Gov., Most Respectfully, Your Obt. Svt., 

JNO. BRADFORD, 
Civil Engineer. 

Application was made to have the reservation for the 
Gainesville, Tallahassee and Western Railway Company 
which was ordered on 15th amended so as to include in- 
demnity lands in the twenty mile limit, and the Board 
passed the following order in lieu of the one adopted on 
the 15th. 

The Gainesville, Tallahassee and Western Railway Com- 
pany having filed a map of the location of the route of its 
road from Gainesville to Tallahassee, it is ordered that 
the odd sections of land, not already reserved from sale 
lying within six miles on each side of the proposed route, 
and a sufficiency of like numbered sections within twenty 
miles thereof to make up the deficiency within the six 
mile limit, be reserved from sale for the benefit of said 
Railroad Company, subject to the further order of this 
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Board and subject also to the right of actual settlers to 
purchase their improvements at State prices. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President pro tern. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, June 28th, 1887. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present: E. A. Perry, Governor. 

E. S. Crill, Treasurer. 

W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 

C. Ij. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
Mr. I. L. Harris appeared before the Board in behalf of 
the Florida Midland Railway Company aud made appli- 
cation for the even sections of land within twenty miles 
of its constructed line of Road, and, it appearing that 
23 39-100 miles of said road had been constructed and 
accepted, It was ordered by the board that the Salesman 
prepare deeds for the Florida Midland Railway Company 
to the even numbered sections of land granted by Act of 
Congress of September 28, 1850, which lie within the six 
mile limit of said line of road, constructed and accepted 
between Gotha and Longwood, and a sufficiency of like 
numbered sections within twenty miles of said road to 
make up the deficiency within the six mile limit, said 
lands to include lands heretofore reserved for the Jack- 
sonville, Tampa and Key West Railway Company which 
do not lie within six miles of the actually constructed 
line of said road, but not such lands as any railroad may 
have previously earned by reason of construction in ac- 
cordance with the Internal Improvement Act of January 
6th, 1855, and the act of March 12th, 1879, Chapter 3166, 
laws of Florida. 

Board then adjourned. , 

Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, June 30, 1887. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present ; E, A, Perry, Governor. 

E. S. Crill, Treasurer. 

C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 

YV. 1>. Barnes, Comptroller. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 

R. W. Davis, Esq., ap]*eared before the Hoard in behalf 
of the Blue Spring, Orange City and Atlantic Railroad, 
and applied for deeds for tbe alternate sections of land 
along its line of road and it appearing that the road had 
been inspected and accepted from Blue Springs to New 
Smyrna on the Halifax River, a distance of Twenty- 
eight and one third miles t-8 1-3 K It was ordered by the 
Board that the Salesman prepare deeds for the Blue 
Springs, Orange City and Allan! iufRail Road Company, 
to tbe alternate sections of land reserved for it and to 
which they are entitled by law, within six miles on each 
side of the constructed line of said road as constructed 
from Blue Spring to New Smyrna, Volusia County, a dis- 
tance of U8 1-3 miles, and enough of the alternate sections 
to which they are entitled 6y law witbin the twenty mile 
limit to make up the deficiency in tbe six mile limit. 

The Governor laid before tbe Board the application of 
tbe Silver Springs, Ocala and Gulf Rail-Road — to have 
an Engineer sent to inspect their road constructed from 
the point last inspected to Dunelon, the point of its 
present completion, and on motion Colonel John Brad- 
ford was requested to make the inspection, as asked for. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the report of En- 
gineer Duval on the construction of the Jacksonville, 
Tampa and Key West Rail-road from Sauford to Tavarea 
In which he recommended the acceptance of the road on 
condition that tbe right of way from which all falling 
timber must be cleared be changed by the Board from 
sixty (6U) to (40) forty feet from centre of track; that 
with the exception of the clearing of the timber within 
that limit the road was properly constructed. 

Tbe Board directed the Secretary to inform the au- 
thorities of the road thut the width of right of way and 
clearing could not 1* changed, and that the timber must 
lie cut away for sixty feet before the road could be ac- 
cepted. 
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The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, July 5th, 1887. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present : E. A. Ferry, Governor. 
E. S. Crill, Treasurer. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. M, Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &e. 
Mr. Hugh A. Cor ley presented the following applica- 
tion in behalf of the St. Johns and Halifax River Rail- 
road Company : 

Tallahassee, Florida, July 5th, 1887. 
To the Honorable Board of Trustees of the I. I. Fund of 
the State of Florida. 
Gentlemen: The St. Johns and Halifax Railroad hav- 
ing been completed from the St. Johns River to the Hali- 
fax River at Daytona, and having been inspected by the 
State Engineer and the construction approved. I re- 
spectfully request that your board will grant to the com- 
pany the remaining lands to which said company is enti- 
tled by reason of the construction of said road from the 
initial point on the St. Johns river to the point where the 
line of location reaches Tom oka river being the terminus 
according to the plat filed by the Company. 
Yours Respectfully, • 

HUGH A. CORLEY. 
Agent for the St. Johns and Halifax River Railroad 
Company. 

The Board thereupon passed the follbwing resolution: 
Whereas, the St. Johns and Halifax Railroad Company 
has furnished satisfactory proof of the construction of its 
line of road from the St. Johns River to the Tomoko 
River, being its entire line according to the plat of the 
survey thereof, filed with the Trustees, and that said con- 
struction was made as prescribed in the specifications of 
construction agreed upon between this board and said 
30 I. I. 



company, the length of said road 48J miles of which 18 
miles have heretofore been approved. Ordered, That the 
salesman of this hoard prepare deeds to be executed by 
the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund for the 
odd numbered sections of swanip land lying within six 
miles on each side of said road to which said company is 
entitled under the laws of she State granting iand iu 
aW of the construction of rail roads, and also for the odd 
numbered sections of swamp land lying within twenty 
miles of said road to which the said company is entitled 
as indemnity for deficiencies existing within six miles, as 
provided by the laws of rhe State. 

Board then adjourned. 
Attest ■ 

W. D. BARNES. President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, July 7th, 1887. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present : E. A. Perrjf. Governor. 
E. 8. Cri 11, Treasurer. 
W. D. Barnes. Comptroller. 
0. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &e. 
B. W. Davis, Esq., Attorney for the Florida Southern 
Railway, being present asked that deeds be made to said 
Railway Company for the alternate sections of land with- 
in Bix miles of the line of its road South of Bartow, and it 
appearing tha,t the road had been inspected and accepted 
to Punta Gorda on Charlotte Harbor, It was ordered that 
the odd sections of land within six miles of the con- 
structed line of the Florida Southern Railway, on which 
the alternate sections have not been already deeded, be 
now deeded to said Railway Company, and that the Sales- 
man be instructed to prepare deeds for the same. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. I). BARNES, Prwident. 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee. Jnly 30rb, 1887. 
Board iiifi in Executive Offh-e. 
Present: K, A. Perry. Owtno Ti 

W. 1*. Barnes. Comptroller. 
C. M. CoojH'r, Atlorney General. 
O, I j. Mitchell, OlliimliillaiH i. &c. 
The following hills weie pn-wnlwl and ordered to be 
paid: 
Postage, Ijjiid Off ire for April. May, Jane & July.? 10.50 

Printing. Salesman's Office 10 . 75 

For the pun- haute of [imp for Salesman's Office. . . 7.50 
J. M. I>ant-v for map from Survevor OeneraPB 

Office . . ■ . 1 .50 

Jno. Bradford for inspecting Silver Spring, Ocala 

& Gulf Railroad flOO.OO 

Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

VV\ II, BAKNKS, President. 

Secretary. 






Tallahassee, Florida. August 18th, 1887, 

Board met in Executive Office. 

Present: K. A. Perry, Governor. 
E. 8. Crill, Treasurer. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 

The following resolutions were offered by Attorney 
General Cooper and adopted : 

Resolution concerning application for land by the Sil- 
ver Springs, Ocala and Gulf Railroad Company. 

Whereas it was provided by section 6 of an act to 
Grant certain Land* to the Silver Springs, Ocala and 
Gulf Railroad Company approved March 12, 1870, that 
"no rights shall vest nnder this act unless the construc- 
tion of said railroad shall commence as provided above, 
within two years and be continued and carried on with 
reasonable progress; and no benefits shall be claimed for 
or on account of any pari of the road constructed after 
seven years from the passage of this ait ; and whereas by 
an act to amend section six of an act entitled, An Act to 
Grant Certain Lands to the Silver Springs, Ocala and 
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On If Railroad Company, approved February 16, 1885, 
said section six of said first mentioned act was repealed 
and the following substitute provided instead thereof, to 
wit : "that no rights shall vest under said act to which 
this is an amendment, and no Iteneftta shall be claimed 
for pr on account of any part of said road constructed 
after December A. D, 1888,"' and said Railroad Company 
having applied to this Board for lands under said acts 
on the portion of its road specified in said application, 
being the first ten miles west of Ocala, and whereas it 
does not appear to the satisfaction of this Board, that 
the construction of said railroad commenced within two 
years and was continued and carried on wijb reasonable 
progress nor that said portion of said road was con- 
structed within seven years from the passage of said act 
•of March 12, 1879, Resolved, that all rights of said Silver 
Springs. Ocala and Gulf Railroad Company to lands un- 
der said acts upon any portion of its road (other than 
the six miles between Silver Springs and Ocala alleged to 
have been constructed by it, as to which there is no decis- 
ion as it is not covered by the application) date from the 
10th day of February, 1885, and are subject to the prior 
satisfaction of all older grants which have not expired by 
limitation of time or been forfeited. 

Resolution concerning Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal 
-and Okeechobee Drainage Company. 

Be it resolved that in accordance with Chapter 3788 of 
the laws of Florida, the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal 
and Okeechobee Land Company be and is hereby re- 
quested to reconvey to the Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of Florida all lands heretofore con- 
veyed to said company by such Trustees and reported un- 
earned under the contract between said company and 
such TrusteeB by reason of not being drained and re- 
claimed in accordance therewith by the committee ap- 
pointed by the Governor to investigate the same in ac- 
cordance with Chapter 3639 of the Laws of Florida, of 
which said company has heretofore had specified notice; 
or that said Company do, at once, make such arrange- 
ment with said Trustees as will secure and protect the 
Interests of the State and said Fund in the premises as 
well as the prompt and vigorous prosecution of the work 
of drainage and reclamation ; and said company. Is re- 



quested if it has any proposition to make to that end to 
submit tlie same to this Hoard without delay; and the 
Secretary of the Board is instructed to transmit at once 
a copy hereof to said company. 

Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BABNES, President. 

Secretary, 



Tallahassee, Florida. August 24th, 1887. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present: Edward A. Perry. Governor. t 

E. 8. Grill, Treasurer. 

W. D, Barnes, Comptroller. 

C. M. Cooper. Att'y General. ( 

O. L. Mitchell. Com in i«* toner, &c. 

The following order was* passed: 

That the Salesman be instructed to eell hereafter to- 
actual settlers on the lands reserved for the Florida Coast 
Line Canal and Transi>ortation Company not more than 
eighty (801 acres to one settler- -and that deeds for the 
same shall not be issued until such settler shall have re- 
sided on the land and made it a j<ermnnent home for the 
period of one year, to l>e proven according to prescribed 
m les. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. B, BARNES, Presidents 

Secretarv. 



Tallahassee. Florida. September 7th, 1887. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present: E. A. Perrv. Governor. 

C. M. Cooper. Att'y General. 

C, L. Mitchell, Commissioner. &c. 

E. S. Prill. State Treasurer. 
Upon motion E. S. frill. Treasurer, was requested to- 
act as Secretary /no tern. 
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Mr. T. H. WiinoQ appeared before the board in behalf of 
the Orange Belt R. K. and presented a map of tbe survey 
of their line of road from Han ford to Point I'inallis. Also 
presented specifications of construction which after 
amendment were approved. 

Plan of construction of the Orange Belt Railway from 
the St. Johns River in Orange County, Florida, to the 
Gulf of Mexico at or near Point Pinellas in Hillsborough 
County. Florida. 

First. The line of Road for sixty feet from the centre 
shall l>e cleared of till standing timber. 

Second, Tbe grading shall be for a single track, ex- 
cept at depots, turnouts and similar places, where it shall 
be wider, if required by the engineer, with a road-bed 
fourteen feet wide in cuttings, with ditches of such width 
and depth as to insure perfect drainage and nine feet 
wide on embankments at the grade line with slopes of one 
an* a half to one. In all excavations and embankments 
a perfect drainage secured and uo standing water will be 
allowed to come within three feet of the lower side of the 
crosB-ties. 

Third, The cross-ties shall J>e of heart yellow pine, 
cypress or other desirable wood to be approved by the 
Engineer, and shall lie xix feet long, 'eight inches on the 
face and six inches in thickness, well and carefully bed- 
ded, and laid within two feet from centre to centre. 

Fourth, On all waterways sufficient spare shall be left 
for the unobstructed passage of water. 

Fifth, In the crossing of all streams, good and substan- 
tia] bridges shall be constructed according to plans ap- 
proved by the Engineer that may be designated by the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund, and over all 
streams that are navigated draws shall lie put in to admit 
the passage of all boats or vessels usually navigating the 
same, the plan of said draws to be approved by an engi- 
neer appointed by snid Trustees. 

Six tli. The gauge of the road shall be three feet. 

Seventh, The rail shall be of steel and shall not be less 
than Twenty five pounds to the lineal yard, and be of the 
best quality, secured to the ties with suitable spikes and 
plates. 

Eighth, The entire equipment shall be of the first class 
and shall at all times be sufficient for the prompt trans- 
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portation of all the passengers and freight ordinarily 
offering. 

Ninth, No grade shall exceed sixty feet to the mile, 
and no curve shall exceed four degrees of curvature un- 
less approved by an examining engineer appointed by the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund. 

Respectfully submitted for approval to the Board of 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State 
of Florida. 

A. M. TAYLOR, 
President Orange Belt Ry. Co. 

He also filed application for alternate odd sections 
within six and twenty miles of said road to be reserved 
from sale ; Whereupon it is ordered that the reservation 
prayed for be made subject to the rights of actual set- 
tlers and subject to the further order of the Board, and 
provided that so far as such reservation would cover 
lands heretofore reserved for 1 be Florida Southern ■ Rail- 
way Company from Brooksville to Tampa that such land 
continue reserved for the Company which shall first build 
a railroad from Brooksville or its vicinity to Tampa Bay. 

Maj. Conant, Gen. Majiager Florida Southern Railroad 
appeared before the Board and asked that final action be 
not taken on the resolution for ten days, which was 
granted. 

Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

President. 
Secretary pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Florida, September 24th, 1887. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present: E. A. Perry, Governor. 

E. 8. Grill, Treasurer. 

C. M. Cooper, Att'y Genl. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 

Upon motion E. S. Grill, Treasurer, was requested t» 
act as Secretary pro tem. 

The following protest was presented by R. W. Davie, 
Attorney for the Florida Southern Railway, against the 
adoption of resolution submitted on September 7th ae- 
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compahicd with the request that said lands he deeded to 
the Florida Southern Railway; on motion the request 
was denied. 

To the Hon. the Board of Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of Florida — 

The Florida Southern Railway Company would most 
earnestly protest against any action of your Honorable 
Board in deeding the lands lying between Brooksville in 
Hernando County, and the waters of Tampa Bay (hereto- 
fore held in reserve for the Florida Southern Railway 
Company) to the Orange Belt Railroad Company, or any 
other company than the Florida Southern Railway Com- 
pany. 

Your objectors feel that they have already fairly 
earned these lands by actual construction and that they 
ought not now to be granted to other corporations, and 
thereby throw a cloud over the title which the Florida 
Southern Railway Company has already obtained in 
them under their land grant 1 ! by such actual construc- 
tion. The Florida Southern Railway Company would 
respectfully petition your Honorable Board that said 
lands Lie now deeded to them. 

And vour petitioner will ever prav. 

ROBT. W. DAVIS, 
Sept. 13th. 1887. Att'y for Fla. So. Ry. Co. 

On motion the request was denied — and the resolution 
submitted on Septenilter for reservation of lands was 
adopted by the Board. 

The following application and protest of E. C. F. 
Sanchez. Attorney for Santa Fe Canal Company received 
aod ordered spread upon the minutes: 
To the Honorable Board of Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of the State of Florida. 

The Santa Fe Canal Company a corporation organised 
under the act of 1874, would res[>ectfully show unto your 
Honorable Body tliat said Company h#s cut, constructed 
and Operated a canal from the Town of Waldo into the 
Santa Fee Lake and thence to the Town of Melrose, a 
distance of ten and one-half miles, that said canal has 
been in actual operation for several years, that said 
company has had ever since the completion of said canal 
and still has a steamer running on said canal for the 
transportation of passenger and freight, that under the 



473 

provisions of the Internal Improvement siet said com- 
pany is entitled to 36,000 acres of hind : that there are no 
lands subject to selection within tbf six mile limit, and 
only about 11,300 acres within thr twenty miles limit 
as is shown by the annexed list of laud*-, and certificate 
of the Commissioner of Lands and Immigration, and as 
shewn by said certificate the sane are reserved for the 
Green Cove Springs and Melrose Railway Company. 

The Santa Fee Canal Company protests against the 
reservation and the conveyance of these lands to the 
Green Cove Springs Railway Company and respectfully 
petitions this Honorable Hoard to withdraw said reser- 
vation and to convey to the said Santa Fee Canal Com- 
pany the lands so reserved in the old sections within the- 
twenty miles limit. 

Very Respectfully, 

E. C. R. SANCHEZ, 
Atfy for Santa Fee Canal Co. 
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& fract. SWJ 

RE} of 2JWJ. 8W| of NEJ, 

NW4, of 8EJ & SH'i .... 
8E4, of NE|. Wi of XB±. 

NWi. NE4. of"8Ei \V4 

of SEi & SW} 

E| & 8£ of HW| 



34 
36 
11 

13 
27 
29 

33 

5 

IT 

13 
21 
25 



3 
11 

1 
5 
27 
29 
3 
7 

9 

11 

13 

17 



19 
21 



8. 



E. 



23 



24 

24 
a 

a 
& 



I 



397.10 
160.40 
160.34 

361.68 

120.34 

40.02 

522.01 
160.66 
162.10 



acres. 



1341.64 



1204.39 



442.68 

120 

IWM\ 1045. SO 



120 



80 
155.32 

50 

S0.48 
200.15 
400.75 

97.04 
100 

360 

3G0 

227.91 

281.10 



557.40 
397.14 



405.32 



2724.83 
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Sec.|I.|R.| acreo. acre>. 



SWi of SWi 

NEi of NWi 

N£ of NW'i, «i of SEi & 

Si of £Wi 

NEi of NEi, NWi & NWi 

of SWi 

E£, E^ of NWi, Ei of SWi 

& NWi °f s Wi 

SEi of NE+, EJ of NWi & 

Ni of SEi 

SWi of NWi & SEi of SEi 

NEi of NEi 

SWi of SEi & SEi of SWi 
SWi of SEi & S| of SWi 

All of 

W'i of NWi, W± of SEi, 

SEi of SEi & SWi.., 

All of 

Ni, Si of SEi, NWi of SEi 

& Si of SWi 

NEi of SWi & Si of SWi 

All of 

All of 

Ni of NWi, SWi of NEi & 

N| of NWi 

NEi of NWi. W| of NWi 

& NWi of SWi 



23 
25 

27 

31 

33 

35 
1 
3 

31 

5 
7 

17 
19 

21 
23 
27 
29 

17 

19 



J* 



24 



25 



39.40 
41 

241.70 

239.58 

527.96 

200.58 

80.17 

40 

79.84 

119,74 

640.08 

360.49 
640.72 

520.26 
120.45 
640 
641.68 

199.97 

163.22 



1687.36 



4246.62 



14,216.60 



The above are the Lands in odd sections in 20 mile 
limit of Santa Fee Canal and in the reserve of Green 
Cove Springs and Melrose Railroad. 
State of Florida, 

I, C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner of Lands and Immi- 
gration of the State of Florida do hereby ..-ertify that the 
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foregoing is a correct list of the vacant State lauds in the 

Townships and Ranges mentioned. 

Givgn under my hand aad seal of the 
Stale land office ;-.t the Capital in Tal- 
lahassee this the 27th day of May A. 

(.:. L. MITCHELL. 
Commissioner of Lands and Immigration. 
Board then adjourned. 

Attest : 

President . 
Sri-f'y pi'u teui. 



Tallahassee, Florida, October 10th. 1887. 

Board met in Executive Office. 

Present ; E. A. Perry, Governor. 
E. 8. Cri II, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper. Attorney General. 

Upon motion E. S. Crill. Treasurer, waB requested to- 
act as Secretary pro tern. 

The following report of State Engineer was i-eceived 
and ordered spread upon the minutes. 

Tallahassee, October 10th. 1887. 
To the Hon. the Board of Trustees of the Intern al Im- 
provement Fund. 
Gentlemen : 

I have the honor to report that in addition to the thirty 
nine miles of the railroad of the Florida Railway and 
Navigation Company, between the Withlacoochcc station 
and Plant City reported as inspected by me to your Hon- 
orable Board on the iliird day of June. 1887— T went 
over that portion also of said Companies line of road 
which is between the point on section 7 in Tow: ship 22, 
South of Range 22, East, which was not reported on By 
me under the impression that the same had been certified 
by Capt. H. S. Duval. The distance between said last two 
points is 2,5325 miles which I now beg to report as having 
been examined by me and found to be constructed in full 
compliance with the terms of the Internal Improvement 
act of January fith 1856 and the acts amendatory thereof — 
And I now certify that the entire length of the road of the 
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said Florida Railway and Navigation Company lying be- 
tween Waldo and I'lant City as based upon the reports of 
the inspection of H. 8. Duval, the State Engineer who 
made a portion of said examinations, and of my own and 
on certificate of J. \V. Bnshnell. Esif., the Chief Engineer 
of said company, made to me and dated with these pres- 
ents and herewith submitted is as follows: 
From Waldo to Ocala 45 miles, ODTO feet 

'* Ocala to Wildwood 25 miles, 4966 feet 

" Wildwood to Sec. 7 Tp. 22 8 

R 22 E, 20 mile* 

From Sec. 7 &c to Withlacoochee, 20 miles 2811 feet 

" Withlacoochee to Plant City 39 miles 

Making a total miles 132.65 

Most Respectfully, 

Your Obedient Servant, 
JNO. BRADFORD, Act. State Engr. 
Oct 10 1887. 

I find that the distance between Waldo and Ocala as 
actually constructed is 45 miles and 970 feet instead of 40 
miles as appears by the report of my predecessor H. S. 
Duval and he evidently intended to report only upon two 
full sections of twenty miles each, south of Waldo be- 
tween Waldo and Ocala. 

MoBt Resp'y, 

JNO. BRADFORD, 

Acting State Engr. 

Jacksonville, Florida. 
Extension of F. R. & N. Co.'s road south. 

Col. Jno. Bradford, 

Dear Sir: In am just in receipt of a letter from the 
Receiver in which he atates that the certificates on file in 
Washington show our line from Waldo to Plant City hut 
129.98 miles, While it is 132.65 miles. 

The discrepancy being caused by the last inspection by 
Capt. Duval being made only 20 miles south of Wildwood 
to section 7 Tp. 24 6. R 22 E, which point is 2.5325 miles 
North of Withlacoochee, where your inspection began. 

The following is a table of distances as changed after 
construction ; 
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Waldo to Ocala 45 miles 0970 feet. 

Ocala to Wildwood, 25 miles 4!tKrt feet. 

Wildwood to See. 7 Tp. 24 S, R 

22 E 20 miles 

Sec. 7, Tp. 24 & If. 22, E, to 

Withlacoocb.ee where your le- 

port 'began t 2 mites 2811 feet. 

WithJneoochee to Plant City.... 39 miles 

132 miles 3407 feet. 
132.65 miles. 
Please make certificate to cover shortage, 

& oblige. 

$. W. BUSHNELL. 

Chief Engineer. 
Hoard tbeu adjourned. 
Attest : 

President. 
Beet*? pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Florida. Jnn'y 28th. 1888. 
Board met in Attorney General's Office. 
Present : E. S. Crill, Treasurer, 

W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
*• C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 

0. L. Mitchell, Commissioner Lands, Ac. 
Upon motion Hon. E. S. Crill, Treasurer, was requested 
to act as President pro tem. 

The Secretary laid before the Board a coinmuuication 
from Hon. J. G. Speer, President of Apopka Canal Com- 
pany, asking action of board on the report of the Engi- 
neer Bradford made on October 30 '87, which is as fol- 
lows: 

Tallahassee, Fla., Oct. 3d, 1887. 
To the Hon. Hoard of Trustees Internal Improvement 
Fund. 
Gontleinen : Pursuant to your instructions I have ex- 
amined the work of the Apopka Canal Company, and find 
that they have completed a canal from Lake Apopka to 
. Dora (or, as the southern iK>rtion of Dora is called in that 
neighborhood, Lake Beauclare) a distance of about eight 
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(8) miles, the width being generally from twenty-seven 
(27) to thirty J30) feet, and depth six <fi) to ten (10) 
feet, with several places widened to double that amonnt 
for boats tn pass each other. The water is ftve and a half 
(5i) to six 1(1) feet deep except in on,e place for a short 
distance through a clay or mart c«t at which place I 
fonnd the least width to.be twentv-two and a half (22£) 
feet at the surface of the water and three and a half (34) 
feet deep in The centre. 

The uinrsli hinds along the can til are generally about 
three (31 to four (4) feet above The surface of the water 
of the canal and are now dry enough far cultivation some 
being now prepared for a fall crop of vegetables. 

From Lake 1 >ora to I>ake Kustis the company has com- 
pleted a canal of the required width and depth, being 
about one mile long. This work was done several years 
ago and there are two or three small bars caused by 
sunken logs which need removing. 

It is believed that the work of draiDage has been done 
in accordance with the contract <if the company with the 
Board of Trustees Internal Improvement Fund, but there 
has yet been no test — the past year having been compara- 
tively dry. 

I would respectfully recommend that further time be 
taken in which to test the permanency of the reclama- 
tion, and that the company be allowed to sell such of the 
lands embraced in their contract, as may be improved or 
placed nnder cultivation. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, that the Secretary inform the Hon. J. G. 
Speer. President of the Apopka Canal Co., that the re- 
port of the State Engineer on the inspection of the canal 
of said company is not sufficient to justify a conveyance 
of land to the Company by the Trustees. The Company 
may have a further inspection if desired, also that the 
Board desire to consider further whether the canal as con- 
structed complies with the contract of said company. 

The following bills were ordered paid: 
Hon- & Bo wen for printing for Salesman's Office, (7.95. 
Postage Salesman's Office for Aug., Sept., Oct., & Nov., 
171.00. 
E. J. Chesley for township maps, f5.C0. 
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C M. Cooper, Att'y Geu'l, expenses to Ocala & return in 
case of J. T. ic K. W. By. vs. Trustees and copy of answer, 
f&UBA. 

Philip Walter, Clerk U. S. Court, coat bills, |17.40. 
W. C. Hargrove, Clk. Ct. Ct. Pntuain Co., $1.00. 
Board thin adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. IX BARNES, President pro tern. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, Feby, 17th, 18S8. 

Board met in Executive Office. 

Present: E. A. Perry, Governor. 
E. fc*. Ori 11, Treasurer. 
V. 1>. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 
C. L. Mitchell. Commissioner, &c 

Dr. John YYestcott, President of the Florida Coast Line 
Canal and Transportation Company, appearing before the 
Board and representing that the sale of lands within the 
reservation of said company to persons applying there- 
for under the previous resolutions of the Board allowing 
persons to enter such lands for purposes of actual 
settlement is being taken advantage of by persons who 
are not making bona fide settlemen ts and improvements, 
and cultivating the lauds, and is a serions obstacle to 
the Company's making a contract for the prosecution of 
its work. 

Resolved, 1st, That no further entrys of lands reserved 
for said company be allowed, and no further sales there- 
of be made, without the consent of said company, for the 
space of sixty days from the date hereof. 

2d. That if on, or before the expiration of said sixty 
days said company shall have made a contract with re- 
sponsible parties, or other arrangements satisfactory to 
this Board for the prosecution of the work with reasona- 
ble diligence and progress, this Board will extend the 
time of the reservation, as specified in the 1st resolution 
above for the space of six months, at the expiration of 
which time, if there has been a reasonable amount of work 
done, and the works is being prosecuted with reasonable 
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diligence and progress, the board will extend the time of 
such reservation so long as said work continues with 
reasonable diligence and progress. 

Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, E>rida, February 20th, 1888. 

Board met in Executive Office. 

Present: E. A. Perry, Governor. , 

E. 8, Grill, Treasurer. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner. 

Hugh A. Corley, Esq., appeared before the Board in be- 
half of Geo. W. & Jos. Ladd, as heirs of Daniel Ladd, and 
renewed the application made on 22d April, 1887, for 
deeds to certain lands in twenty -one (21) certificates of 
entry numbered from 302 to 305 inclusive dated Septem- 
ber 26th, 1853, and from 419 to 427 inclusive, and from 
453 to 459 inclusive, and number 462, dated October 8th, 
1853, and issued by the Register of Public Lauds of the 
State of Florida, and a certified copy of the will of the 
late Daniel Ladd having been furnished and filed with 
the Board, showing that Geo. W. and Jos. Ladd were hip 
only heirs, and the affidavit of Ilugh A. Corley and Mar- 
cellns A. Williams having been presented and filed with 
copies of the aforesaid certificates of entry attached, to 
show that Daniel Ladd at the time of his death was the 
proper owner of said certificates, and it appearing to the 
satisfaction of the Trustees that the original certificates 
had been lost or destroyed, and that no deed had ever 
issued upon them, It was ordered that the Salesman pre- 
pare deedB for the land described in said certificates num- 
bered and dated as hereinbefore set forth to the said 
George W. & Jos. Ladd. 

The report of John Bradford, Engineer, upon the in- 
spection of 28.65 miles of the River Division of the J. T. 
& K. W. Railway extending from Sanford to Tavares, ap- 

31 I. T. 
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proving same was laid before the Board, and ordered to 
be spread upon tbe minutes, which is as follows: 

Tallahassee, Fla., Feb'y 16th, '88. 
To the Hon. Board of Trustees Internal Improvement 
Fund. 
Gentlemen : Pursuant to jour instructions of the 4th 
inst. I have inspected the River Division of the J. T. & K. 
W. Ry. (Sanford and Lake Eustis Ry.) which extends 
from a point on the main line of the J. T. & K. W. Ry., 
about one mile from Sanford to I he connection with the 
F. R. & N. Co.*s track ut Tavares, a distance of 28.65 
miles, and find it thoroughly constructed in accordance 
with tbe requirements of the Internal Improvement Act. 
and modifications thereto, and is now is excellent run- 
ning order. 

Respectfully, 

JNO. BRADFORD, 

Act'g State Engineer. 

Col. Jno. Bradford advised the Board that he could not 
certify to the mileege of the Fla. Southern Railway be- 
cause of a discrepancy in the reports of Engineers Couper 
and Reynolds in regard to the same and the Secretary 
w;t(* i nut rutted to write to the tieneral .Manager of tbe 
Florida Southern advising hint of that fact and inquiring 
if he is willing to incur the ex [tense of an actual meas- 
urement of the road. 

A letter of A. B. .Mason, Att'y for the J. T. & K. W. Ry. 
protesting in behalf of said Road against the deeding of 
any lands to Apopka Canal Company without a hearing 
from said Railway Company was presented and rend and 
ordered to be filed. 

Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 
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Tallahussee, Florida, March Oth, 1888. 
Board met in Executive Offite. 
Present : K. A, Perry, Governor. 
E. 8. Or ill, Treasurer. 
W. I>. Barnes, Com [it roller. 
C, M. Cooper, Att'y General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &i*. 
Cfov. Geo. F. Drew appeared before the Board in behalf 
of the Bran ford Lumber Company, and applied to pur- 
chase at fl.50 per aire the following described lauds 
which he watt permitted to do, to wit: 

gee. Tp. R. A* res 

All 1 6 14 

Ni&XEiofSWJ 3 " " 

All 2 « * 

V E4. of NEi. 4 " " 

Ni of XEi, SEJ of NE1 & NWJ of 8E* 11 " " . 

NW| & S^ 12 '*• M 

N| of SEJ & SW4..... 5 6 15 

N$, 8E$ & NJ of 8W-1 7 " ■ 

Wl of NWJ, WJ of SYVJ & XJ of 8Ei- 8 " " 3401.34 

* at »150 15102.01 

Entry No. 13747. 

The following bills presented and paid, to-wit: 
Col. John Bradford, Inspecting Apopka Canal, f 100.00, 
Col. John Bradford, Inspecting River Hi vision of the 
J. T. & K. W. Railway, $100.<K». 

Hoard adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 26th, 1888. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present : E. A. Perry, Governor. 
E. 8. Crill, Treasurer. 
W. 1>. Barnes, Compt roller. 
0. M. Cooper, Att'y General, 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
Col. W. D. Chipley, Vice President of the Peufracola 
and Atlantic Railroad appeared before the board and 
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applied for dee Is to the swamp and overflowed lands not 
appropriated west of the Apalachicola and Suwannee 
Rivers which were due to said Railroad under its land 
grant by reason of construction. The Board directed the 
salesman to make deeds to the lands west of the Apalach- 
icola, but it appearing that tLere were reservations of al- 
ternate sections of lands for certain railroads, between 
the Apalachicola and Suwannee Rivers the Secretary waa 
instructed to notify the Florida Midland aud Georgia 
Railroad Company, The Palatka and North Western 
Rail Road Company and the Gainesville, Tallahassee and 
Western Railroad Company that they must report the 
work done on the construction of their road, and show 
cause why their reservations should not be cancelled by 
10th pros. 

Hoard then adjourned. 
AtteBt ■ 

W. D." BARNES, President 

Sccretarv. 



Tallahassee, Florida, March 27th, 1888. 

Board met in Executive Office. 
Present: E. A. Perry, Governor. 

E. 8. Crill, Treasurer. 

W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner. &c 

R. T. Taylor, Esq., Counsel and Mr. Thos. C. Hoge, 
President Silver Springs, Ocala & Gulf R. R. Co., came 
before the Board and represented that the status of their 
Road, in respect to its Land Grant, had not been specifi- 
cally defined by the Trustees, and they desire to know the 
views of the Board, as to whether it was recognized as a 
land grant railroad and as to its priority in relation to 
other land grant railroads — Whereupon the Board passed 
the following resolution : 

Whereas by an Act of the Legislature of Florida en- 
titled an Act to grant certain lauds to the Silver Springs, 
Ocala and Gulf Railroad Company approved March 12th, 
1879. a certain land grant as therein specified, was made 
to said company for the purposes and upon :he conditions 
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therein specified, and whereas by an act approved Feb- 
ruary 16, 1885, entitled an act to amend Section six of 
an Act entitled an Act to Grant certain laads to the Sil- 
ver Springs, Ocala and Gulf Railroad Company, said sec- 
tion six was repealed and the following substitute 
provided instead thereof, to-wit: "That no rights shall 
vest under said act to which this is an amendment, and 
no benefits shall be claimed for or on account of any part 
of said road constructed after December A. D. 1888" and 
said Company having applied to this Board for recogni- 
tion of its status as a land grant Company of the State 
of Florida, Resolved, That this Board does hereby recog- 
nize said Company as having a land grant upon the con- 
ditions and for the purposes of said acts, and subject to 
the prior satisfaction of all grants having legal # priority 
over the same. 

Board the a adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

■Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. March 30th, 1888. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present: E, A. Perry, Governor. 
E. S. Grill, Treasurer. 
- W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 
C. Ia Mitchell, Commissioner, &e. 
Mr. Thos. C. Hoge President, Silver Springs, Ocala & 
Gulf Railroad— made an application for lands under 
the grant by the Legislature of 10.000 acres of land per 
mile of constructed Railroad and filed a formal petition 
-uoa pun, AHuduto^) auj }itin n.ftotjs S»3»| jj pus Mojaaaqi 
Btmeted 33 miles of road, which had been duly accepted, 
the Salesman was directed to prepare deeds for land for 
said compnny, on account of construction, not exceeding 
30,000 acres. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest • 

W. I). BABXES. President. 

Secretarv, 
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Tallahassee, Florida, April 2d, 1888. 
Hoard niet in Executive Office. 
Present : E. A. Perry, Governor. 

E. 8. Grill, Treasurer. 

W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 

Mr. Jno. C. Candler, President and Maj. S. Conant, 
General Manager Fla. Southern Railway appeared before 
the Board and filed petition for balance of lands dne it on 
account of construction as follows : 

To i lie Honorable Board of Trustees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund : 

Your iK-titioners, the Florida Southern Railway Com- 
pany, respectfully [>etitions & prays that you will now 
deed to it all lands due to it for construction (including 
its spur to ilitanopy and Citra, and the balance of main 
line from Arcadia to Punta Gorda) as by its special grant 
of March 4th, 1879, the said Florida Southern Railway 
Company is entitled to receive. 

Tour petitioner further requests and prays that if there 
be not enough patented lands now on hand to satisfy the 
claim of petitioner thut then and in that event your Hon- 
orable Board will order that quit claim deeds be made to 
petitioner to those lands heretofore selected but not yet 
patented by the t'nited Mtates, sufficient in quantity to 
make up auV deficiency now due the Florida Southern 
Railway Company. Which was duly considered and the 
petitioners advised that the Trustees do not feel anthor- 
issed under ihe law to deed lands for the 28 miles of road 
ironed after the 4th March, 1886. nor for the branches to 
Micanopy & Citra, and the matter was postponed until to- 
morrow t lie 3d to hear arguments upon the same. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARKER, President. 

Secretary. t 
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Tallahassee, Florida, April 3d, 1888. 
Board met in Executive Office. 

Present: E. A. Perry, Governor. j 

E. S. Grill, Treasurer. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper, Att'y Genl. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
The matter under consideration in regard to the land 
grant of the Florida Southern Railway Company and the 
application for lands for constructed road was "taken Tip, 
and, 

The Hon. John Candler, President and Major S. Conant, 
General Manager of the Florida Southern Railway, ap- 
peared before the Board and asked that the balance of 
land due on the grant of 10,000 acres per mile on account 
of road constructed by the Florida Southern Railway 
Company on the mileage allowed by the Board of Trus- 
tees, be deeded to the company; Therefore, it was re- 
solved by this Board, that they will issue certificates for 
the amount of lands so due to said road out of the lands 
selected as swamp lands nearest their line of road; tbB 
estimated amount of lands still due on account of such 
construction and mileage as allowed being Two hundred 
and eighteen thousand six hundred and seventy nine 
44400 acres, that is to say ou account of the mileage of 
said company for all of its road except that between 
Gainesville and Lake City and between Pemberton'l 
Ferry and Bartow. 

There being no further business before the Board it then 
adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES. President- 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, April 5th, 1883. 
Board piet in Executive Office. 
Present : E. A. Perry, Governor. 

E. S. Crillj Treasurer. 

W. P. Barnes, Comptroller. 

C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c, ! 
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J no, C. Cooper, Esq., filed a petition of Eleanor M. & T. 
C. S. Crosby netting forth that the said Eleanor is the 
riparian owner and occnpant of a certain lot of inarflh 
land lying to the east of the highland of the Avice and 
Veil Grant in Township 7, S, R 29 & 30 E and adjoining 
the St. Se Bastian River and praying that she he allowed 
to purchase the same from the Trustees, at schedule 
prices, whereupon the Board passed the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, that upon considering the petition of Eleanor 
M. Croshy and T. C. S. Crosby to purchase from this 
Board certain marsh lands west of the St. Sebastian 
River in Township 7, S, R 30 E, that it is tlie decision of 
this Board that there is no unreserved Mvamp and over- 
flowed land in the meaning of the act of Congress of 28th 
day of September A. D. 1850, which would come within 
Section 18, Township 7, S, R 30 E, between Paid St. Sebas- 
tian River and the Avice and Veil Grant, in St. Johns 
County, Florida, and consequently that the Trustees of 
the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida have no title 
to or claim upon the said marsh land claimed by Eleanor 
M. Crosby, application for a conveyance of which lias 
been made by her to this Board. 

The Salesman called the attention of the ISoard to the 
fact that patents had been received from the U. 8. Land 
Office for a number of lands selected and approved as 
swamp Land and asked for instructions as to the disposi- 
tion of the same, and the following resolution was 
adopted : 

Resolved, that when patents for swamp lands are re- 
ceived from the U. S. Government, the- salesman is in- 
structed to enter them at once upon the maps in the State 
land office and to issue deeds to such Railroads as are en- 
titled to any of said land lying within the six mile of said 
road, and upon which there is no settler's claim. 

Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. D, BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, April 13th, 1888. 

Board met in Executive Office. 

Present: E. A. Perry, Governor. 
E. S. Crill, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 

Upon motion E. S. Crill, Treasurer, was requested to 
act as Secretary pro tern. 

The report of the inspection of the Orange Belt Bail- 
way by John Bradford, Engineer, was rec'd in which the 
line of road was approved from Monroe Station to Tar- 
pon Springe. On motion it was ordered that the same be 
accepted. The President of the road made applicaton by 
letter for deeds to the lands which they would be entitled 
to by reason of said constructed and accepted road. 
Whereupon it was resolved that the President of said road 
be instructed to have the Engineer of said road prepare 
and file with this Board a certified plat of their line of 
road as actually constructed showing the sections through 
which the line has been built. Jt was ordered further 
that upon filing said plat that the alternate sectious of 
land within the six mile limit, and the iudemnity within 
twenty miles of said road from Monroe Station to Tarpon 
Springs be deeded saving the rights of actual Bet tiers. 

The bill for inspecting the Orange Belt Bail way by Col- 
onel John Bradford, amounting to One Hundred dollars 
was approved and ordered paid. 

Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

President. 
Sec ret a rv. 



Tallahassee. Florida. April 26th, 1888. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present : E. A. Perry, Governor. 

W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
0. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
Dr. John Westeott and P. W. White appearing before 
the Board in behalf of the Florida Coast Line Canal and 
Transportation Company, applied to have rescinded the 



second of the resolutions of tbe Board of March flth, 1886, 
which resolution refers to a proposed examination then 
contemplated as to the extent of the reservation for said 
canal, the following resolutions were adopted by the 
Board : 

Whereas the second resolution of this Board of March 
Oth, 1886, was adopted with a view to making an examina- 
tion as to the amount of the reservation to be continued 
for said Canal Company, and whereas snch examination 
in advance of the doing of the work and application for 
lands was abandoned as impracticable and the reserva- 
tion before made for said dmal Company was continued, 
and the Board not having undertaken to define tbe terms 
"construction" or mileage" used in said resolution. 

Resolved, that said second resolution of March 9th, 
1886, is not considered ns a determination of the rights 
of said company ns to lands it may claim under the 
statutes and to prevent any misunderstanding said resolu- 
tion is hereby formally rescinded, and tbe questions which 
may arise as to the rights of said company to landq will 
be decided without prejudice from said resolution where 
they arise upon the doing of the work and application 
for lands ; 

2nd. The reservations heretofore made for said Canal 
Company are continued until the further order of the 
Board. 

The Board also adopted the following: , 

Resolved, that operation of the Resolution of tbe Board 
adopted on 17th February, suspending eu tries by settlers 
in the reservation of the Florida Coast Line, Canal and 
Transportation Company Ite continued until the furlher 
order of the Board. 

The Board then adjourned. ' 

Attest: 

W. D. BARNES, I' resident 

Secretary. | 
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Tallahassee, Florida, May 3d, 1888. 
Hoard met in Executive Office. 
Present: E. A. Perry, Governor. 

E. 8. Criil, Treasurer. 

W. t). Barnes, Comptroller. 

C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner. 

Major. N. R. Gmell appeared before the Board in be- 
half of the Gainesville, Tallahassee and Western Kail way 
Company, and in response to a notice previously given 
tc show cause why the reservation heretofore made of * 
the alternate sections of land for said Railroad should 
not be cancelled, 

Upon the information given of the progress of the work, 
and assurances of a continued effort to have the work of 
construction proceeded with, the Board decided to con- 
tinue the reesrvation for six months from the date hereof. 

The Secretary read also letters from S. 0. Chandler, 
Att'y for the Palatka and North Western Railway Com- 
pany and Charles B. Meyer, Attorney for the Florida Mid- 
land and Georgia Railroad Company, in response to like 
notice, and asking that the reservations for their roads re- 
spectively be not cancelled. 

Exteusion for ninety (90) days was given for ihe V. & 
K. W. Ry. Co. as requested by Mr. Chandler, and further 
action in regard to the Florida Midland & Georgia post- 
poned. • 

The following bills were presented and ordered paid: 
Postage for Salesman's Office for months Dec'r, Jan'v, 
Fch'y * March, $51.50. 
Printing Salesman's Office, f6.90. 
Clk. Cr. Ct J>nde Co., for recording deed, fl.50. 
Board adjourned. 
Attest: j 

W. D. BARNES, • President. 

Secretary. j 
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Tallahassee, Florida, June 5, 1888. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present: E. A. Perry, Governor, 
E. S. Crill, Treasurer. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner. 
It was ordered that the postage of the Salesman's Office 
for the months of April and May, amounting to f 77.36 be 
paid. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 
* W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, June 11, 1888. 

Board met in Executive Office. 

Present: E. A. Perry, Governor. . * 

E. S. Crill, Treasurer. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller, 
i C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 

■. C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c, 

A communication having been received from Mr, Ham- 
ilton Disston representing the importance of a railway 
in the development of the country adjacent to the Kis- 
Bimmee and Caloosahatchie River valleys, and that, with 
the aid which this Board can render, a company will be 
incorporated at once by himself and associates, and the 
actual work of construction be begun at a very early day, 
and that the railroad commencing at Kissimmee will be 
built Southerly with a view to its ultimate extension to 
the Gulf, about 150 miles, and further representing that 
the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land 
Company is willing to assist and encourage the pro- 
posed railway, and to that end propose to release to said 
Board all the lands deeded or reserved to said Company 
that may be found lying within the alternate section six 
mile limit of such railway when surveyed, to which the 
railway company would be entitled under the general 
act of Florida granting alternate sections of land within 
six miles of the line in aid of railroads, on conditon taut 
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said lands so released Bhall be by this Board reserved 
to such Railway under the said general act, and upon 
certain other proposed conditions: 

Resolved, That this Board of Trustees will hold such 
lands, if so released or conveyed to them by said Okee- 
chobee Company, in reserve for said Railway for such 
time as may be noccwnry, not exceeding five years, and 
will convey sueli of them as may be earned by the con- 
struction of such railway, within that time, under said 
general act, to *aid railway company; and that any part 
of said lands that shall not be deeded to said railway 
company within such five years, of the lands heretofore 
conveyed to said Okeechobee Company by the Trustees of 
the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida, shall be re- 
conveyed by said Trustees to said Okeechobee Company; 
and any part of said lands now held in reserve for the 
said Okeechobee Company, and which shall not be con- 
veyed to said Uailway Company within said five years, 
shall be held by said Trustees under their drainage con- 
tract with said company and subject to the provisions 
thereof as may be in accordance with and in fulfillment of 
said drainage contract; and that as any of the said lands 
heretofore conveyed to said Okeechobee Company shall 
be conveyed to Baid Railway Company by said Trustees, 
they, the Baid Trustees, shall convey to said Okeechobee 
Company in lieu thereof an equal quantity of other lands 
in the drainage district, which lands when so conveyed 
to Baid Okeechobee Company shall be considered as hat- 
ing the same legal status in nil respects as the lands 
proposed to be reconveved by said Okeechobee Company 
to said Trustees now have, and this resolution and all 
proceedings thereunder or in accordance therewith shall 
be without prejudice to the claims of said Trustees to re- 
cover from said Okeechobee Company any and all lands 
conveyed to it under the drainage contract and not in 
fact earned thereunder, including such substituted lands 
which may be conveyed to it under this resolution, but 
no such claim of said Trustees shall Ik* understood to 
attach to the lands which shall be conveyed to such Rail- 
way Company — And said Okeechobee Company for the 
lands now held in reserve for it under the drainage con- 
tract, which shall be so released by it and be by said 
Trustees so conveyed to the said Railway Company, and 
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which shall be drained and reclaimed by the Okeechobee 
Company under its drainage contract, shall be entitled 
to receive an eqmtl amount of other lands within the 
drainage district. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Florida, June 20, 1888. 
Board met in Executive Office. 

Present : E. A. Perry, Governor. 
E. 8. Crill, Treasurer. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper, Att'y-General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 

Mr. John Reardon appeared before the Board and pre- 
sented a petition in behalf of E. W. Agnew and others 
and asked that soch action be taken by the Trustees for 
the relief of the petitioners, in the matters set forth in 
said petition, as in their judgment they have the power 
to ck). Tin* petition was ordered to be filed and the fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted : 

vVhereas. the pelition nf Enoch W. Agnew. Francis E. 
Harris and Susan fi. Kichelbcrger. the wife of Adam L. 
Eiehelhcrger, all of Oiula, Florida, and the exhihitR and 
affidavits attached show that on the 15th day of January. 
A. D. 1882. Benjamin E. Dnpont, of Marion Connty. 
Florida, entered from the I'nited States bv private cash 
entry Xo. 11 »7. the K.J of UK \ or Lot 2 "of Section 20, 
In Township 15, K. Hange 22 East, in said Ktate of Flor- 
ida; that sjiiii entry was cancelled Oct. 19, 1*54. by the 
United States upon the fact that said piece of land had 
been selected March '20". 1850, by the State of Florida, 
under act of Septeiulier 4", 1841, that subsequently to 
wit: Oct. 25". 1859, ssird Dupont purcliused mid received 
a conveyance of said land from the Trustees of th^ Tn* 
t<*rnal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, and 
the laud has been occupied and cultivated ever since by 
hi hi :ind his pntu fees, and that petit i oners are now so oc- 
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cupying paid land under title derived from said Dupont. 
And it appearing that the selection of said land by the 
State as aforesaid was rejected by the United States on 
the 20"' day of April, A. I>. 1859, on a mistake of fact, 
in that it was erroneously supposed and stated as ths 
ground of such rejection that said land was included in 
the Spanish tirant to one Francis P. Sanchez, and it not 
appearing that said Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund of Florida bad any notice of such rejection of 
such selection when they made such conveyance to said 
Dupont, and the State of Florida having been then and 
being now entitled to said land under the act aforesaid; 
And it appearing that one J. A. Pittman did on June 
11", 1888, make a homestead entry on said land at Gaines- 
ville, Fla., in the Land Office of the United States in de- 
rogation of the rights of the State and its grantees — 
Resolved, That the United States, through the proper au- 
thorities, be and is hereby requested to cancel said home- 
stead entry and approve said selection of the State of 
said land under said act and perfect the title of .'.he 
State thereto, said State not having received its full 
complement of lands under said act. 

The Report of Col. John Bradford, Engineer, on the 
construction of the Port Tampa extension of the South 
Florida Railroad from Tampa' to Port Tampa, a distance 
of 9 miles and 28 ft., approving the same, was laid before 
the Board and is as follows: 

Tallahassee, Fla.. June 11", lSS^. 
Hon, Board Trustees I. I. Fund, 
Gentlemen : 
Pursuant to your instruction I have inspected that 
portion of the South Florida Rail Road known as the 
Port Tampa Extension which extends from Tampa to 
Port Tampa, a distauce of nine (9) miles and twenty 
eight 1 28 1 feet and find the same well constructed in a 
thorough manner and in accordance with the require- 
ments of the Internal Improvement Act and modifica- 
tions thereto, and would respectfully recommend ihat the 
same be accepted. 

RespectfuHv submitted, 

" JNO. BRADFORD. 

Act'g State Engr. 
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I A communication from Mr. Alfred Bishop Mason, Vice 

President of the J. T. & K. W. By. Company enclosing a 
map of the constructed lines of the River Division of said 
road from Sanford to Ta varea and asking for alternate 
sections of land along said route, was laid before the 
Board, and action on the application for lands post- 
poned. 

The account of Col. John Bradford for inspecting the 
Tampa Extension of the South Florida R, R. wag ap- 
proved for |100. 
The Board then adjourned. , 

A.ttGftt * 

w! D. uarnks. President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida, June 28", 1888. 
Board met in Executive Office. . 

Present: E. A. Perry, Governor. 
E. S. Crill, Treasurer. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
F. T. Myers, Esq., appeared before the Board in be- 
half of the South Florida Railroad Company and asked 
for deeds to lands to alternate sections along its recently 
constructed line from Tampa to Port Tampa, a distance 
of 9 miles and 28 feet. 

It was ordered that deed be made to such lands as are 
not covered by applications of settlers duly made. 

On request of Mr. F. T. Myers it was ordered that the 
salesman be instructed to make out a list of the lands 
lying within the six miles limit of the Pouth Florida R. R. 
between Sanford and Kissimmee which was sold by the 
Trustees after the reservation was made for said Rail- 
road, with the amount of such Bates, and that the Treas- 
urer upon the approval of such list be authorized to pay 
the amount over to said Railroad Company. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 
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Tallahassee, Florida, July 11", 1883. 
BoarS met in Executive Office. 
Present: E. A. Perry, Governor. 
E. 8. Crill, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 
G. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
Mr. Hamilton Ukston, J 'resident of the A. & G. C. 0. 
& Okeechobee Land Company met the Trustees to consid- 
er matters pertaining to the Drainage Contract made 
with the Board of Trustees Feby. 20", 1881, and after due 
consultation and consideration, the Trustees under the 
power conferred upon them by Chap, 3639 Laws of Flor- 
ida, came to an agreement with said Company as to 
proper adjustment of past dealings with the Trustees in 
regard to drainage under the contract referred to, and as 
to the mode and conditions upon which further drainage 
operations are to be conducted. 

It was ordered that the agreement be prepared for the 
action of the Bflard at its next meeting. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

President. 
Secretary pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida, July 12, 1888. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present: E. A. Terry, Governor. 
E. B. Crill, Treasurer. 
W. P. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper, Atfy General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
The Attorney General submitted a draft of agreement 
between the Trustees and the A. & G. C. C. * Okeechobee 
Land Company referred to in the minutes of the last 
meeting, which was read and approved; and a copy di- 
rected to be made to be furnished the company for their 
approval and execution. 

The Peninsular and Atlantic Bailroad Company hav- 
ing made application for the balance of lands due them 
on account of construction, under their Legislative Land 

32 I. I. 
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Grant of 2n,0fl0 acres per mile, and requesting that the 
game be given to them in certificates for unpatented 
swamp and overflowed lands granted to the State by Act 
of Congress September 28. 1883. The Salesman was- re- 
quested to prepare certificates for said company for the 
balance of lands due them as requested. 

Messrs. B- C. Chandler, Fred T. Myers and Hon. P. W. 
White apiieared before the Board and submitted proof in 
the matter of the contest of Messrs, Zacharias and W. P. 
Neal to lauds in the Florida Southern reserve, which was 
claimed by them on an application to enter as settlers. 
But action was 'postponed. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. I>. BARNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Florida. ,!ulv 31, 1888. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Pivsmi: E. A. Perry, Governor. 
E. S. Crill, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 
^ 0, L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 

Col. i, M. Krenmer and Col. John A. Henderson ap- 
peared before the Board in behalf of the Gulf Coast Canal 
and Okeechobee Land Company, and asked that certain 
changes be made in the draft of the new contract which 
had been prepared. 

After discussion the Attorney General was directed 
to prepare the formal contract as agreed upon. 

It was resolved by the Board of Trustees that upon the 
Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee I^and Company filing 
their selection ot alternate sections of surveyed and ira- 
surveyed lands to the extent of one million two hundred 
thousand acres after the execution of and in accordance 
with the proposed contract between the Trustees and 
said Company, the same will be held in reserve for the 
purposes its expressed in the Raid contract. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 

President. 
Secretary pro lem. 
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Tallahassee. Florida. August 9", 1888. 

Board met in Egeentive Ofti<*>. 

Present: B. A. Perry, Governor. 
E. fc*. Crill, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper. Att'y General. 
C. [,. MiteliHI. Commissioner, &c. 

Mr. P. A. Demons. President of the Orange Belt Rail- 
way Company and Thos. K. Wilson, Attorney for eaid 
Company, ;i|ijK':ii-e<) before I he Board and asked that land 
be deeded rhein in the t» mile limit of their roan" and In- 
demnity within the at mile limit. 

Judge Kpeer, President of the Apopka Canal Company 
protested « gainst the conveying of any land in the 
Apopka Canal limit, and tbe Board informed Messrs. 
Dem<-UK and Hpeer that until the rejiort of the Engineer 
approving the runal and drainage no action would be 
taken regarding these, lands. 

Col. It. F. Taylor, Attorney, for the Silver Springs, 
CXii I a and Gulf Bail road Company, and Col. B. W. DaWs, 
Attorney for the Florida Southern Railway Company, 
appeared before the Board and tiled protests in tbe mnt- 
ter 

Col. Hugh A. Corley also appeared and asked for deeds 
to land for the F. S. & N 1 . Co. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest : 



President. 



Hecretnry pro ten. 



Tallahassee, Florida, August 10", 1888. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present: E. A. Perry. Governor. 
E. 8. Crill, Treasurer. 
O. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 
C. h. Mitebell, Commissioner, &e. 
It was ordered that the reservation heretofore made 
lor the Wekiva Black water and Central Canal Company 
be and the same is hereby rameM..,], f 

The Report of Col. John Bradford. Engineer, approv- 
ing thf construction of the Orange Belt Railway was re- 
ceived and accepted — as follow": 
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Tallahassee, Fla., Aug. 5", 1888. 
To the Hon, Board TrilBtees I. I. Fund. 

Gentlemen: Pursuant to your instructions I have in- 
spected that portion of the Orange Belt Railway extend- 
ing from Tarpon Springs to St. Petersburg, and beg to 
report tbat I And the Road well constructed and in ex- 
cellent running order and that portion reported on in 
April has been surfaced up and improved by widening 
the banks and where needed standard ties put in with a 
view to an ultimate change of gauge. The clearing of the 
'Bight of way' on this section is as reported on Apl. 10" 
for the balance of the line, but is being rapidly completed. 
The length of this section of Koad is about 31 50-100 
miles, being from Tarpon Springs to depot at St. Peters- 
burg and will be added to on the completion of the Com- 
pany's wharf at St, Petersburg. 

This length and that reported on Apl. 10" is made up 
froi.i tiie survey notes of Jocation and construction, and 
not from the measured track after construction but is 
sufficiently accurate for the present purposes of yonr 
Hon. Board. I would respectfully recommend that the 
Road be accepted for the State. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JXO. BRADFORD, State Engr. 

It was ordered that deeds be made to the Orange Belt 
Railway Company for the alternate sections of land 
along the line of road as constructed and that deeds be 
made to said Company for the indemnity within the 20 
mile limit, said indemnity not to come within the 6 mile 
fimit of any other Rail Road. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

President. 
Secretary pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Florida, August 17, 1888. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present: E. A. Perry, Governor. 

E. S. §rill, Treasurer. 

W. D, Barnes, Comptroller. 

O. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 

O. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c 
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The Attorney General submitted the draft of contract 
between the Trustees and The .Atlantic and Gulf Coast 
Canal and Okeechobee Land Company as amended and 
agreed upon between the parties, and the same was duly 
executed by the Trustees and is aa follows; 

Whereas, the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund of Florida were directed by the Act of June 2nd, 
1887, Chapter 3788, to make an amicable adjustment, if it 
could be had, of the differences between the State and 
Trustees and the Atlantic & Gnlf Coast Canal & Okeecho- 
bee Land Company, concerning the drainage and reclama- 
tion of certain lands heretofore conveyed by such Trus- 
tees to said Company, and reported by a commission ap- 
pui-iud Lj ihu Governor, in pursuance of the act of Feb- 
ruary 16th, 1885, Chapter 3(539, as not having been drain- 
ed aud reclaimed, and said Trustees bavins been special- 
ly authorized and empowered by said first mentioned Act 
to make any such settlement, arrangement, contract or 
compromise in the premises as they may deem best to 
secure and protect the interest of the State and the Fund, 
as well a b the prompt and vigorous prosecution of. the 
work of drainage and reclamation, and said Trustees and 
said Company being desirous of making such a settle- 
ment as will secure those ends, adjust past differences 
and prevent the same from arising in the future, and said 
Atlantic & Gulf Const <\in;ii & Ukci'cltol>ee Land Com- 
pany, and E. A. Ferry. Governor of the State of Florida, 
W. D. Barnes. Comptroller, E. S. Grill, Treasurer, C. L. 
Mitchell, Commissioner of Lands aud Immigration, and 
C. if. Cooper, Attorney-Genera) of said State, as Trus- 
tees of the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida, for 
themselves and their KiircessorP. in consideration of the 
premises, and the agreements hereinafter specified, as 
well as the large expenditures in drainage and reclama- 
tion, heretofore made by said Company, have made and 
entered into the following compromise and contract, 
which is to take the place of any and all contracts and 
agreements heretofore made between said Trustees and 
said Compnuy: 

I. The drainage reserve of said Company shall be re- 
duced so as to secure to said Company a total acreage of 
two million acres including lands heretofore conveyed to 
said Company, to he selected by said Company in a body, 
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as near as may he, of alternate sections, within the re- 
serve heretofore held fcr said Company under its con- 
tract with such Trustees, such selection to be filed by said* 
Company with said Trustees within ninety days after the 
formal execution of this contract; and said Trustees shall 
hold the lands so selected in reserve for said Company 
for the purposes and according to the terms of this con- 
tract. Said Company releases to said Trustees all other 
lands heretofore held in reserve for it, which other lands 
are estimated at four million acres, this release to take 
effect as soon as the selection of lands for the reduced 
reserve has l>een filed with the said Trustees by said 
Company as aforesaid. 

II. As a compromise and adjustment of the differences 
between the said Company and the State and Trustees as 
to lands heretofore conveyed by the Trustees of the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund to said Company, or to any 
person on its account, said Company agrees, in consid- 
eration of the release of any and all claims of said Trus- 
tees on said heretofore conveyed lauds, to be executed a* 
hereinafter specified, that said Company will expand in 
drainage and reclamation, with the approval of such 
Trustees, as hereinafter provided, the sum of one hun- 
dred and twenty five thousand dollars, less the sum of 
moneys expended by said Company in the work of drain- 
age and reclamation since the report of said Commission, 
which oxjiendHiire is estimated up to July 1st. 1888, 8,t 
fifty -five thousand dollars, and said Trustees agree that 
in consideration of such expenditure, the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund will, when such total expen- 
diture is so made, execute such release to said Company; 
not less than forty thousand dollars of such expenditure 
on this account to Ik 1 made by said Company in the first 
year of twelve calendar months after the formal execu- 
tion of Ibis contract, and the total of said sum to be ex- 
tended within two years after said formal execution 
hereof. Provided, however, that if the said Company 
shall a( any time give bond with sureties to said Trus- 
tees satisfactory to the said Trustees, conditioned for the 
expenditure of the remainder of the said sum of one hun- 
dred and twenty -five thousand dollars, which shall then 
remain unexpended in accordance with the terms of this 
contract providing for such expenditure, the said Trus- 
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teen, will t Hereupon execute and deliver the said release 
to said Company. Nothing herein contained is to be con- 
strued as. an acknowledgment by said Company that 
*aid lands have not been drained and earned by it, nor, 
if said Company fails to perform this article, of this con- 
tract, shall said Trustees be deemed to have waived any 
right or claim they have had heretofore to said lands. 

JII. Baid Company further agrees to expend in drain- 
age and reclamation of the lands which shall be selected 
and' reserved for it as aforesaid, with the approval of said 
Trustees as hereinafter provided, the sum of two hun- 
dred and six thonsand two hundred and sixty-four dol- 
lars, which is to be bo expended that, with the expendi- 
ture provided for in the second article hereof, there shall 
be an expenditure in the prosecution of the work of not 
less than forty thousand dollars in each year after the 
format execTition of this contract; in consideration of 
which expenditure said Trustees agree to convey to said 
Company so much of Raid lands, to be selected and re- 
served as aforesaid, as shall be earned by said Company 
at the rate of an acre of land fnr each twenty -five cnta 
of expenditure, but no laud to be considered as earned by 
ex]>endituro except upon the full expenditure of each 
forty thousand dollars of said two hundred and six 
thousand two hundred and sixty-fonr dollars by said 
Company as aforesaid; and upon the expenditure by said 
Company of each sneh forty thousand dollars, said Trus- 
tees will, at the request of said Company, convey to said 
Company three fifths of the lands which \rV>utd bo earned 
thereby at the rate of twenty-five cents per acre as afore- 
said, reserving two fifths thereof, which shall, at the 
option of said Trustees, Ik 1 forfeited by said Company 
to said Trti t*w«, if ■'aid Company shall fail to make the 
total expenditure agreed upon, as agreed, or shall other- 
wise fail to observe and perform this contract — And upon 
said Company observing and performing this contract 
in full, without breach or forfeiture, and making the full* 
expenditure of two hundred and six thousand two hun- 
dred and sixty four dollars, in addition to the 
said expenditure agreed upon in the second 
article hereof on account of lands heretofore 
conveyed by the Trustees to said Company, which expen- 
diture on account of lands heretofore so conveyed is to be 
made before any lands are to be considered as earned on 
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account of the furtner expenditures provided for by this 
third article, as herein agreed and specified, said Trus- 
tees shall and will convey to said Company the fall 
amount of land earned by the expenditure of said two 
hundred and six thousand two hundred and sitty-four 
dollars at the rate of twenty-five cents per acre as afore- 
said, to be selected by said Company in a body as near 
as may be, of alternate sections, from the lands there 
held in reserve for it, which, it is estimated, will, with the 
lands previously conveyed to said Company make a total 
of two million acres. 

IV. All the expenditures herein provided for shall be 
made subject to the verification by and approval, as tu 
the economy and bona fides of the expenditures, of an en- 
gineer to be appointed by the Trustees of said Fund, and 
who may at any time, and from time to time, be removed, 
and another substituted by them^The compensation of 
such engineer in the premises shall be fixed by the Trus- 
tees of said Fund and be paid, as they designate, by said 
Company, from the moneys agreed to be expended by said 
Company in said work of drainage as aforesaid. 

V. The said Company is to have the right to throw op 
embankments, make and construct sluice ways, dykes and 
cuts, and canals in, on and through all or any of the 
lands of said Internal Improvement Fund, and to use 
any timber, earth, stone or other material on said lands, 
belonging to said Fund, for said purposes of drainage 
and reclamation. 

Executed this first day of August A. D. Eighteen hun- 
dred and eighty eight, 

> E. A*. PERRY. (Seal) 
W. D. BARNES, (Seal.) 

Comptroller. 
E. S. CRILL, (Seal) 
livered in presence of ^ Treasurer. 

C. I*. MITCHELL, (Seal) 
Commissioner of Lands and 
Immigration. 
a M. COOPER, (Seal) 

Attorney General. , 
(Seal) Atlantic & Gulf Coast Canal and Okeechobee Land 
Company by CHARLES H. GROSS, President. 

Attest : 

RICHARD SALINGER. Secretary- 



S ; ?ned. sen led and de- 
livered in present 
John A Henderst 
.L. B. Wombwell. 
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The Hoard then adjourned. 
Attest : 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary, 



Tallahassee, Florida, August 21, 1888. 
Board met in Executive Office. 

Present : E. A. Perry, Governor. 
E. S. Cril), Treasurer. 
\V. IX Barnes, Comptroller, 
C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the report of Engi- 
neer Bradford on the mileage of the Florida Southern 
Railway and i( was referred for more definite information 
as to some of the branches. 

The report of Engineer Bradford on the construction 
of the Jacksonville, Mayport and Pablo Railway and 
Navigation Company's road was submitted, approving 
the same and the road was accepted and deeds ordered to 
issue for lands reserved upon filing a plat of actually con- 
structed line, and payment of inspection fee of flOO. 

The report is as follows : 

Tallahassee, Fla„ July 20", 1888. 
Hon. Board Trustees I. I. Fund, State of Florida, 

Gentlemen : Pursuant to your instructions I have in- 
spected the Jacksonville. Mayport, Pablo Railway & Nav- 
igation Company's Road extending from the East bank of 
the St. Johns River three miles l>elow Jacksonville to 
Mayport with a branch to Burn side Beach and beg leave 
to report as follows: • 

The length of road including a connecting branch of Y 
to Bumside is lfi.6+n mile*. The grading and bridging 
are well executed. The clearing conforms to the require- 
ments of the law except for a few hundred feet on one 
branch of the Rurnside T where the Company propose 
making a park and for this purpose have left live oaks 
and palmettos within the eighty feet limit, but with care 
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m keeping out the decaying trees the track will not be 
endanger^}, particularly as it is on one branch of the Y 
where hqgli speed of trains is not expected. The grades 
are all short and generally light, the maximum being 
52 80-100 feet per mile. The curves are light none ex- 
ceeding 3 degrees except in the Y and at the terminals. 

The Rail is steel weighing forty pounds per yard. 

The Cross-Tien ate about as all new roads except near 
two miles which were originally laid for a narrow gauge 
track. These ties are seven feet long, but the track 
seems to be as good as where standard ties are used. 
They will be amply sufficient for the traffic until their 
decay necessitates their removal when the Company pro- 
pose replacing them, as they are already doing, with 
standard ties. 

I respectfully recommend that the Road be accepted. 
Resepctfullv submitter" * 

JNO. BRADFORD, 

State Engr. 

The account of Col. John Bradford for $100 for the 
above inspection was approved. 

The Board then adjourned. 
Attest: 

W. D. BARNES. President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 5. 1888. 

At a meeting of the Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
ment Fund of Florida, Sept. 5, '88, a telegram having 
been received by the Governor from the Sub-Committee of 
the Senate Committee on Public Lands "concerning frau- 
dulent conveyances of the public lands in the State of 
Florida." inquiring whether he desired to be heard in the 
matter, and he not being able to leave the State at pres- 
ent on account of the yellow fever in Jacksonville, said 
telegram was submitted to the Board, and it was resolved 
that the following communication be sent to said Com- 
mittee. 

This Board is not aware of any fraudulent conveyances 
of the public lands in Florida, and if there are any 
-charges made which concern the State of Florida or this 



Board as to any such conveyances, no notice of sack 
charges haB been given to this Board or to the officers of 
the State. In Dei-ember, A. I>. 1886, the Governor re- 
ceived a communication from the Secretary of tWe Inte- 
rior inclosing a copy of a communication from Hon. W. 
Call, one of the Senators from Flortiii to the Commis- 
sioner o( Public Lands of the United States stating that 
he had reason to believe that a system of frand was being 
practiced within the TJ. S. Land office at Oaineavirte in 
the appropriation of the public lands of the United State* 
to the benefit of speculators and to the detriment of actual 
settlers, and requesting that there should lie no further 
approvals by the department "of selections from the 
State," until he could obtain an investigation of the sub- 
ject by Congress. Thereupon the Governor addressed to 
the Secretary of the Interior and to Senator Call the let- 
ters, copies of which are hereto attached offering his 
zealous co-operation in any investigation if the suspicions 
of Senator Call extended to any agent of the State, hot 
he has never been furnished with any specifications in 
the premises, nor any statement of the connection which 
might be supposed to exist between frauds in the V. S. 
Land Office at Gainesville and the approval of Swamp 
T .amis to the State, or what the one was snpposed to hare 
to do with the other. The only knowledge which the 
Board has of the ground of the present investigation, or 
of the proceedings had therein, is derived from the 
printed record of a portion of the proceedings of the 
Committee, containing the testimony of S. II. Edwards 
and Albert Akers, and a copy of a question addressed by 
the Committee to S. I. TVailes and by him forwarded to 
the Governor, which question is as follows: "Are yott 
able to state, and if so, do so in general terms — what dis- 
position has been made by the State of Florida of Swamp 
Lands which have been selected since the act of 1857 con- 
firming previous selections and patented to the State, and 
what the taws and practice at the present lime are in re- 
gard to the purchase or sale of such State lands, and what 
Swamp lands which have been patented to the State air 
now owned by the State, and the terms on which they 
can be purchased." 

Availing themselves of the courtesy of the Committee 
in offering to hear a statement on behalf of the State in 
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the matter, the Board of Trustees forward a general 
statement covering such matters as they suppose the Com- 
mittee desire information upon, as well as they can judge 
in the absence of any definite statement of what is 
charged, or what is sought to be accomplished by the in- 
vestigation. 

The Swamp Lands granted to the State hy the Act of 
Congress of Sept. 28, 1850, were hy the Statute of Flori- 
da of January 0, 1855, vested in the Trustees of the Inter- 
nal Improvement Fund, the Governor, Comptroller. 
Treasurer, Attorney General, and Commissioner of 
Lands and Immigration being ex-offieio such Trustees. 
The trusts to which the lands are devoted by the oripin.il 
act and all amendatory acts are all in the direction of 
drainage and reclamation of the lands, but may be di- 
vided as to the means by which that end is to be accom- 
plished into three, vix: (11 Internal improvements by 
railroads and canals. (21 drainage by works devoted ini 
mediately to that pur nose, (3) encouragement of actual 
settlement of and cultivation of said lands by allowing 
pre-emn-tions not exceeding one section to any one set- 
tler. See Sees. 1. 2. 10, 40. Meridian's Digest Laws «.f 
Fla. Sees. 16, 20, of original act. A number of tte 
railroad companies in the State have special land grant b 
from this fund, varying in quantity, but subject to :he 
general trusts of the act creating said Fund and its 
amendments : and every railroad or canal cnmpavv incor- 
porating under the general incorporation acts of the State 
becomes entitled to receive the alternate soct : ons of !;*nd 
within six miles of its line, and indemnify within twenty 
miles, as the read or canal is comnleted in sect' on s of pfat 
miles, as approved 1>t Chapter Slfifi Acts of 1S"!>. Trior 
to the late war. a line of railroad was buiH from For- 
nandina on the Atlantic, to Cedar Keys on the On If Cwzt. 
and a line was built from Jacksonville in the direction of 
Fensacola as far as Oulncy, and a road from Tallahassee 
to St. Marks, in all about 400 miles of road. The inter- 
est on the bonds of these roads was. under the Statutes, 
guaranteed hv said fund including said swamn lands. — 
during and after the war default in payment of such in- 
terest was mrtde hv the railroads and the said Internal 
Improvement Fund: in 1871 suit was begun on l>eha1f of 
bondholders in the United States Circuit Court, in pro- 
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■cesB of which a receiver of these lands was appointed, and 
they remained subject to the control of that court, 
although managed by the Trustees with the approval of 
the Court, until relieved by the Disston sale as hereinaf- 
ter stated — Vose vs. Reed et al Trustees, 1 Wood 1 * U. 8. 
Cir. Ct. R. 647; Vose vs. Trustees I. I. Fund of Fla. 2 Id. 
647. These coupons with interest amounted to consider- 
ably more than a million of dollars, and the ordinary 
sales of the lands did not suffice to keep the debt from 
increasing, but the fund was being eaten np by compound 
interest, costs, receivers allowances, and other expenses 
of litigation, and it was obvious that only by making a 
sale of a considerable quantity of the lands at one time 
could the fund be saved. After endeavoring for reveral 
yearB both in the United States and in Europe, without 
success, to make such a sale, the Trustees finally succeeded 
in 1881, in selling four million acres of thes^ lands, with 
the approval of the United States Circuit Court, to Ham- 
ilton Disston, of Philadelphia, for one million dollars. 
By this sale nearly all the debts of the fund were paid, 
the remaining lands were released, liberal provisions 
were made for settlers as hereinafter Btated, *-ontruts 
were made for extensive works for drainage and reclama- 
tion of such lands, and about fifteen hundred miles of 
railroads have been since built in the State, all aided 
from said fund and the most of them chiefly on the credit 
of lands received from said fund, in addition to the i*nads 
previously built by the aid of the fund. By these means 
transportation has been opened through all sections of 
the State, immigration has been brought in, the settle- 
ment of the country greatly facilitated, the value of the 
remaining State lands and of the United States lands 
increased, and much drainage and reclamation of these 
swamp lands accomplished. By these means in laige 
part, the assessed properly for taxation in the State baa 
increased in value from abont thirty million dollars in 
1881, to about eighty six million dollars in 1887, and ihe 
taxes of the people have been greatly reduced. In addi- 
tion to facilitating drainage by opening up the country, 
furnishing transportation and increasing settlement, the 
specifications for construction of all railroads receiving 
lands from the fund contain requirements is to ditcher, 
and these hundreds of miles of ditches do accomplish 



some drainage of such lands. It has been lie Id by the Su- 
jpMeme Court of the United State* thai the grant of swamp 
lands was ia preseati, that no trust attached to the lands, 
and that title to them derived from the State is not af- 
filed, by the manner in which the State has performed 
her obligation as to drainage and reclamation of them — 
Mills Connty vs. R. R. Cos. 107 C. 8. 557; Wright vs. 
Ronebert-y, 121 U. S. 488. But the Supreme Court of 
Florida has decided that the construction of railroad* in 
a legitimate means of drainage and reclamation of these 
lands — St. Johns Railway Co. vs. Trustees I. I. Fund, 16 
Fla. 531. A large quantity of the swamp lands hav*» 
been expended specifically in toe drainage of such la nan, 
and the Trustees of said fund have from time to time, 
through the whole course of the management of soch 
fund, made contracts aud expended portions of such 
swamp lands in drainage of such lands, the. largest of 
Buch contracts being with the Atlantic and Gulf Coast 
Canal and Okeechobee Land Company, wherein over a 
million acres of such lands have been expended in drain- 
age, and with which company said Trustees non- have a 
contract fair the proseention of the work of drainage by 
tfee expenditure of over three hundred and thiry thou- 
sand dollars. 

The policT of the lawg of Florida as to actual settlers 
on these lands has been liberal, and the administration 
of the Trustees ban been and is governed fey an earnest 
and diligent solicitude for the interest* of snch settlers 
and to secure to them all the rights, privileges and oppor- 1 
trinities possible, and any intimations to the contrary, or 
that action is required of Congress or otherwise to se- 
cure the rights of actual settlers in lands of which these 
trustees have control, they repel as gratuitous and with- 
out any foundation of fact. 

Of course this Hoard is not able to authorize persons 
now to enter upon, or to convey to them lands which have 
been previously conveyed to some one else; but in all 
contractu, reservations and conveyances the Board has 
been careful and diligent in protecting the interests of 
nil actual settler* whether necunving under color of any 
right or merely as squatters. Previous to rhe Pisston 
safe above mentioned, the most of these lands were nn- 
occupied: but here and there persons had sfpiatted on 
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them, who lived on them without paying anything for ' 
them, and without making any effort to. acquire title. 
This may have been in some cases, on ae$»nut of poverty, 
and in some cases because of ignorance^jMT the method of 
proceeding to get title, but in some caslfc it was because 
of a desire to enjoy the use of the land without paying 
anything for it in purchase or in taxes. When the/fcale 
was made to Disston in 1881. the Trustees entered into an 
agreement with him that all persons settled on any of 
the lauds bargained or conveyed to him should have the 
lands on which they were settled at the Rtate prices, the 
maximum of which was one dollar per acre, and that they 
should have until January 1st, 1883, to pay for such lands. 
Notice of this was published by the Trustees in the news- 
papers of the various counties where the lands were sit- 
uated, and blanks or forms of applications sent to all 
perrons so situated who made applications to purchase 1 
tuch lands and deeds were executed to them free of any 
cost, other than the schedule price as aforesaid. In fact, 
the limitation to January lBt, 1883, has never beea en- 
forced, but npon a showing of bona flde settlement prior 
to the sale to Mr. Disston, he has always been witling if 
the land remained subject to his control to convey It to 
the settler and receive other lands from the Trustees in- 
stead thereof, and the Trustee* have always been willing 
and anxious In make such arrangement p. If any caws 
of individual hardship have occurred to settlers, thev 
have not arisen from any lack of care or provision by the 
Board for their protection. There have been contests 
alleging attempts fraudulently to take advantage of thenr 
provisions for the protection of actual settlers' by laud 
•peculators and persons having no hnna fide P"ttTcn*ents 
on the lands, also contests as to who of several was the 
actual settler on a certain piece of land; and the Hoard 
has from time to time sent out scents to investitrate and 
report open these matters, free of cost to the alleped •set- 
tlers, and in determining whether or not a person wns an 
actual settler their decisions linve been liberal to the pet 
tiers. The general rule as to all reservations for rail 
roads made since 1881. since which time nearly, all tha 
reservfftions under which railroads have acquired lands. 
have been made, has been and is that the ro«ervarion 
is made "subject to the rights of actual settlers and «ub- 
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ject to. the further order of the Board." And the Board 
has exercised their reserved power liberally and freely in 
favor of actual settlers iu all meritorious cases brought 
to their attention, and these opportunities of relief are 
generally known in the localities where the lands are *it- 
nated, and settlers frequently and freely avail themselves 
of them. There are no fees, costs or technical require- 
ments in these proceedings, nor is there anything strict or 
difficult in the proof of settlement required, as will ap- 
pear by the form of affidavit and proof in use in such 
eases, hereto attached and marked "A." Where reserva- 
tions have been made for railroads or canals and by rea- 
son of delay in the work it has appeared to the Board 
that the settlement of the lands was being impeded, the 
Board has in several such reservations allowed actual 
•settlers to go into such reservations and purchase home- 
steads at the schedule price nf one dollar per acre, as is 
shown by the form of application and proof iu case of 
canal lands hereto attached and marked "B." 

Under the statutes of the State and the rules of the 
Board any person can acquire swamp lands, not reserved, 
by paying one dollar per acre therefor. Any citizen of 
Florida, who is the head of a family, or is twenty-one 
years of age, can acquire eighty acres of such land at 
twenty -five cents per acre, by making affidavit that he de- 
sires it for his own actual settlement and cultivation, as 
shown by the usual forui of application in such cases 
hereto attached and marked "C," 

Any person who is an actual settler on such lands can 
preempt and acquire the title to such lands, not exceeding 
one hundred and sixty acres, in a compact form, in legal 
subdivisions, by applying for the name and paying one 
dollar per acre therefor in three installments, one third 
-on entry, one third in two years thereafter, and one third 
in three years thereafter, as shown by the forms in use in 
suih cases hereto attached and marked "O." 

As to the selections of swamp and overflowed lands, we 
have only to say that they are selected by agents under 
the employment of this Board, but the proof of their 
character is made not to us but to the Secretary 1 of the 
Interior of the United States, who considers the proofs, 
eauses the IandB to be examined by his own agents, and 
determines whether or not the lands selected are swamp 
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and overflowed. Of the lands so ' fennel by him to be 
Bwamp and overflowed and patented to the State, far the 
greater portion have been disposed of by the State to in- 
dividuals, or to corporations for construction of railroads 
or canals, or for drainage. The lands so conveyed to cor- 
porations have been largely pledged for the moneys which 
have been expended in their works, or sold to individuals, 
including not only speculators but large numbers of set- 
tlers and immigrants. That your committee will lightly 
recommend any proceedings tending to cast a clond on 
the titles to a very large portion of the lands in Florida, 
we do not believe, especially where they rest upon the 
faith of the patents of the United States after a determi- 
nation of the facts by the Head of the Department who 
by the Act of Congress is vested with the final determina- 
tion of the character of the lands, so far as the United 
States is concerned. The patented lands so remaining in 
this Board have been so examined, passed upon and con- 
firmed, and we have no reason to doubt the correctness of 
the decisions in the premises of the officers by whom they 
were so examined and approved, and we affirm their con- 
clusiveness. A large portion of these lands are involved 
in contracts with drainage and canal companies, arid 
any attack upon the title of the State to them would not 
only be a serious injury to the State but to those people 
who have invested and are investing their money in these 
works upon the faith of the title of this Board to the 
lands under the patents of the United States. 

Other large remaining portions of said lands are held* 
by these Trustees to pay liabilities of said fund by s*>Ie 
of such lands, pre-emption and homestead as aforesaid, 
upon the terms aforesaid, which it will have been per- 
ceived are more favorable to Bettlers than the terms by 
which titles to United States lands can be acquired. 

We cannot believe that the idea of an attack upon these 
titles by Congress will be seriously entertained, but 
realizing the great injury that would be done to the State 
and her citizens, as well aB to the citizens of many other 
States who are pecuniarily interested, we have thought It 
proper to call your attention to these considerations. 

As to the facts concerning the character of these lands, 
as has been said, the proof and reports are filed in the 

33 I. I. 
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Land Office in Washington and not with us, and we do 
pot desire to make any m»sert ions upon the subject, but 
it is a fact of common knowledge in this State at large 
bodies of lands are swamp and overflowed at certain sea- 
sons of the year, generally in the Summer and Fall, and 
during wet years, which in dry seasons or in dry years 
are very dry. so as to be periodically too wet for cultiva- 
tion or habitation and yet sometimes very dry. This 
Board has had its attention particularly called to these 
facts in attempting to ascertain whether swamp lands 
have been drained and reclaimed under contract, and has 
met with great difficulty therein, men familiar with the 
country, whose honesty is unquestionable, surveyors ;md 
engineers, differing as to whether hundreds of thousands 
of acres have been drained and reclaimed so as to be fit 
for cultivation. 

In the light of these facts, the opinions of a person, 
rendered with great confidence, upon an acquaintance 
with Florida, its lands and waters, derived from a so- 
journ in the State of a few months of one Winter and 
Spring, (the nsnal dry season!, attacking and contro- 
verting every thing that has been done as to millions of 
acres of land, in the selections by the State's agents, ex- 
amination by the Tinted States agents, and approval by 
the Interior depurtment, would hardly seem to b? a 
basis for action by your committee, 

A statement is appended showing approximately and 
generally the disposition of the swamp lands by the State, 
or snen Trustees, and the amount remaining the title to 
which is still tn this Roui-d of Trustees. Xo account has 
been kejt of the Kwanip lands selected prior to tha Act 
of 1>CVI". diviioft f"*oni those selected sime and a sef«arate 
Statement of each won hi involve considerable time and 
labor, heiu-e we have not been able to furnish it tn the 
limited time. Tn conclusion thia Board submits that the 
selections of the State of Swamp and Overflowed lands 
have been held without action in the Land Office in Wash- 
ington for an unreasonable length of time, no patents of 
any consequence having heen issued since the latter part 
of 1885, on account of this proposed investigation ; and 
your committee having, we presume, become satisfied of 
the lack of any ground of action by Congress adverse to 
the State, we trnst that your committee will make such 
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a report at an early day as may enable the State to bare 
patented to her within a reasonable time the lands to 
which she is entitled. If your Committee desires any 
fnrther information in the premises which it is in the 
power olJthUi^oard to'furnish. su» h information will be 
cheerfully given. 

Approximate Statement concerning Swamp and Over- 
flowed lands patented to the Rtate of Florida by the 
United States: 

Patents received, acres 159J122KI 

Disposed of hy sales, preemptions, homesteads, 

Ac. 6158010 

Conveyed to Railroad Companies 5940010 

Conveyed to Florida Coast Line Canal and 

Transportation Co ft215fi 

Conveyed to Atlantic & On If Coast Canal and 

Okeechobee Land Co. on drainage contract. . . 1174942 
Patented lands title to which remains in the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund 

of Florida 2620532 

Signed : E. A. PERRY. Governor. 

W. D. BARN EH, Comptroller. 
E. S. CRILL. Treasurer. 
C. M. COOPER. Attorney General. 
C, L. MTTCTTET.L. Onmr. T.anrts & Immigration. 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida, 
The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BARNES. 

Becv. 



Tajlahassce, Fla., Sept. 28" 1988. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present t E. A. Perry. Oovernor. 

W. O. Barnes. Comptroller. 

E. S. Grill, Treasurer. 

C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 

C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner of L. k T. 

The Secretary laid before Hip Board the application of 
Hon. Robt. W. Davis, Attorney for the Florida Southern 
Railway Company in behalf of said Company for alter- 
nate sections of land formerly reserved for the Tropica! 
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Florida Rail Road Co. which it was claimed said road 
was not entitled to, because of change of route and which. 
He within six miles of the Florida Southern Railway be- 
tween Leesburg and Pemberton's Ferry, and between 
Pemberton's Ferry and Lakeland. It was ordered to be 
filed for future consideration. 

The Secretary also laid before the Board the applica- 
tion of Alfred Bishop Mason, Esq., in behalf of the River 
Division of the J. T. & K. W. Ry. for alternate sections of 
land along the line of its completed road — which was or- 
dered to be filed for further consideration. 

The report of Col. John Bradford, Engineer, upon the 
construction of 10 miles of the Thomasville, Tallahassee 
and Gulf Railroad approving the same was laid before 
the Board it is as follows: 

Tallahassee, Fla., Sept. 10. m 
Hon. Board Trustees T. I. Fund, Tallahassee, Fla. 
Gentlemen : 

Pursuant to your instructions I have inspected the 
Thomasville, Tallahassee and Gnlf Railroad as far a a 
completed, that is from Carrabelle eleven and one fifth 
(11 1-5) miles in a northeasterly direction and find an 
excellent road bed with full embankments and cuts 
properly constructed, and a good track laid of 66 pound 
steel rails. Cross ties (about 2500 per mile) are of ex- 
cel lent material with however a few under size as to 
thickness. 

Curves and Grades are lijiht. no curve being stiffcr 
than three degrees except near the Carrabelle terrain os. 
Grades all short and none greater than 52 80-100 feet t»er 
mile. Besides the portion completed I am informed that 
the company have completed .the grading and croBStieing 
to Ocklocknee River, a distance of two miles. I re- 
spectfnlly recommend that this first section of ten miles 
be accepted by the State. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JNO. BRADFORD, State Engr. 

The following bills were ordered to be paid : 

N. M. Bowen, for printing for Salesman's Office, ffS.85. 

Postage Salesman's Office for June. 7.00. 

Postages Salesman's Office for July. 10.00. 

Ool. Bradford for inspecting T. T. &. G. Ry, 100.00. 
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The Board then adjourned. 

Attest : 
W. D. BARNES, 

Secretary, 
Pre*. 



Tallahassee, Fla., Oct. 2, 1888. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present: EL A. Perry, Governor. 
E. 8. Crill, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper. Attorney General. 
C. T.. Mitchell. Cnmr, Lands & Tm. 
A letter from President Iloge of the Silver Springs, 
Ocala & Golf Railroad was read requesting and urging 
that a deed for ten thousand acres of land be given them 
on account of road constructed and assuring the Board 
that they would push their road to completion at as early 
a day as possible. It was ordered by the Board that in 
view of the assurances that the road would be pnshed to 
completion as fast as possible that a deed he issued to 
the road on account of road constructed for ten thousand 
acre*. 

The Board then adjourned. 

President. 
Secretary pro tern. 



Tallahassee. Fla.. Oct. 15, 1888. 
Board met in Executive Office, 
Present: E. A. Perry. Governor. 
E. S. Crill. Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper. Attorney General. 
C. It. Mitchell. Ponir, of Lands & Im. 
A letter from TTamiltoti T>isston was read asking for 
an extension of time to make the selection of lands under 
his contract to "Dec. 1st, also to change the date* in 
which annnal expenditures are to be made. The Board 
granted the request extending the time for filing elec- 
tions to T>ee. 1st, 1888. The Board declined to change 
the contract as to time of expenditures. 
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A letter was also presented from J. M. Mays, a repre- 
sentative of the Gainesville and Tallahassee Kail Road 
asking for further time in which to begin work, which 
mas granted, 

Tbe Board then adjourned. 

President. 
Secy, pro tern. 



Tallahassee, Plsu, Oct. 20, 1888. 
The Board met in the Executive Office. 
Present: E. A. Perry, Governor. 
E. S. Grill, Treasurer. 
C. M. Cooper, Attorney General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Comr. Lands & Im. 
A letter from Mr. J. D. Taylor of Lake City was laid 
before tbe Board for consideration asking that a reduc- 
tion in the price of land he wished to buy be made. 

Tbe Secretary was instructed to inform Mr. Taylor 
that tbe schedule price of tbe particular piece of land he 
wanted was ?:j.l2i cents per acre. That this Board 
would make a reduction of fifty cents per acre provided 
be would take all tbe I. I, land in said township which 
are the same terms and reduction heretofore granted by 
the Board to other parties. 
Tbe Board then adjourned. 

President. 
See'y pro tem. 



Tallahassee, Fla., Nov. 17, '88. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present : E. A. Perry, Governor. 
E. S. Grill, Treasurer. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
CM. Cooper, Att'y General. 
* C. L. Mitchell, Commissioner, &c. 
The Secretary laid before the Board the application 
of Hion. J. G. Speer, President Apopka Canal Co. for 
deeds to the lands claimed to he due to it on account of 
their drainage contract, and for proceeds of 80 acres of 
the land sold bv the Board to William Merritt. 
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The Board instructed the Secretary to advise Judge 
Speer that they do not feel authorised under the report 
made by Engineer to deed lands to the Apopka Canal 
Company until further testB of the effect of the drainage 
and further proof of the construction of the canal in 
compliance with the contract for navigable purposes, are 
made. And alBo to request Colonel Bradford, the En* 
gineer, to make further report on these points as early as 
practicable. 

Board then adjourned. 

, W. D. BARNES, President 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Fla,, Dec. 8th, 1888. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present: E. A. Perry, Governor. 

W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 

E. S. Crill, Treasurer. 

C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 

C. L. Mitchell, Comr. &c. 

Two communications were laid before the Board from 
the Atlantic and Gulf Coast Canal Co. in reference to 
land selected by them under their modified contract with 
the Board of Trustees dated Aug. 1st, '88. Asking that * 
larger amount of land be withdrawn than was stipulated 
in contract, after discussion, It was Resolved by the 
Board that the Board would not enlarge the area to be 
reserved by the Board beyond the amount named in the 
•contract. 

That in the mailer of a reservation referred to in their 
communication for a Rail Road, the Secretary was in- 
structed to write that in order to have a reservation 
made, a survey of the route would have to be made and 
filed with this Board. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. I>. BABKEH, President. 

Secretary, 
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Tallahassee, Fla., Dec 14th, '88. 

Board met in Executive Office. 

Present; E. A. Perry, Governor. 

W. D. Barn Ps, Comptroller. 
C. L. Mitchell, Comr. &c. 

The Secretary called attention of the Board to renewed 
application of A. B. Mason, Vice President J. T. & K. W 
By., for the alternate sections of land within six mile 
limit on the River Division of said road, from Sanford 
to Tavares which had been accepted and for which even 
numbered sections had been reserved on 11th August 
1886. It was ordered that the salesman prepare deedi 
for same according to the map of the actually constructed 
line. 

The Governor laid before the Board amended list of 
reserved lands furnished by the A. & G. C. C. & O. L. Co. 
reducing same to 1,200,000 acres which was filed with 
the Commissioner of Lands. 

Application of Walter S. Graham to cancel entry No, 
13,578 for E4 of SW£ Sec. 10 T. 35, B 40 S * E was con- 
sidered and Granted, and purchase money, ($80.00) or- 
dered to be refunded to him. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BABKES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 22d, 1888. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
Present : E. A. Perry, Governor. 

E. S. Grill, Treasurer. i 

W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 
C. L. Mitchell. Commissioner, &c. 
Col. W. D. Chipley, in behalf of the P. & A. B. B. ap- 
peared before the Board and applied for additional lands 
to l>e conveyed to the P. & A. B. B. under its Legislative 
land Ci-ant and aclion was deferred until amount of 
lands available for that purpose could be ascertained. 

Gov. W. H. Gleason filed a petition to have returned to 
him certain coupons, or the money therefor, which he 
claims to have deposited with the Treasnrer of the Fund 



521 

in for the purpose of purchasing lands, bat 

which were not all applied to that purpose. The Board 
postponed action thereon for further investigation. The 
Bill of ChaB Munroe for clerical work for Treasurer of 
the Board for the years 1887 & 1888 at $50 per month 
was allowed for $1200. 

The Bill of W. M. Mcintosh for clerical work for Sec- 
retary of the Board for the years 1887 & 1888 at 933.33 
1-3 per month was allowed for 1800.00. 

Application of the S. S. O. & G. R* B. to have inspected 
that portion of its completed road from Ocala to Homo- 
sassa which was not previously inspected was read and 
the Secretary was instructed to request Col. John Brad- 
ford to make the inspection. 

Mr. A. B. Mason appeared before the Board in behalf 
of the P. & I. By. and applied for deeds to lande on ac- 
count of its Legislative Land Grant from Palatka to 
Enterprise, whereupon the following resolution was 
adopted : 

Resolved: That the Palatka and Indian River Railway 
Company should receive land for its mileage between Pa- 
latka and Enterprise, patented and unpatented in the 
same ratio as the Pensacola and Atlantic B. B. Co. has 
received and that the Company of Lands prepare lists 
of patented land which can in his opinion be properly 
deeded, and unpatented land to be certified under this 
resolution and report the Bame to this Board. 

The Board then adjourned. i 

W. D. BABNES, President. 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 31st, 1888. 
Board met in Executive Office. 

Present: E. A. Perry, Governor. . 

E. S. Crill, Treasurer. 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller. 
C. M. Cooper, Att'y General. 
C. L. Mitchell, Commr,. of Lands, &c. 
Hon. W. H. Gleason appeared with his counsel, the 
Hon. D. S. Walker, Jr., and renewed the application 
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made on 22d, to have certain coupons, or the money there- 
for, refunded, which he claim* to have deposited with 
the Treasurer of the Fond in . The Board 

decided that on account of the lengthy investigation the 
subject required, the amount of work already before the 
present Board, and the short time before their Term a* 
Trustees would close, the matter could not be taken up 
and acted upon by them. 

Col. W. D. Ohipley renewed his application made on 
22d for lands to be granted to the P. & A. R. R. under ita 
Legislative land Grant, and the report of the Commis- 
sioner of Lands, showing that the Trustees could safely 
do so, it wan resolved that deeds be made to said Bail- 
road Company for 132,920 1-100 acres of patented lands 
and certificates for 361,630 99-100 acres of unpatented 
lands. 

The Board then adjourned. 

W. D. BABNES, President 

Secretary. 



Tallahassee. Fla„ Jan'y 4th, 1889. 
Board met in Executive Office. 
E. 8. Crill, Treasurer. 
W. 1), Barnes, Comptroller. 
O. M. Cooper. Attorney General. 
0. L. Mitchell. Commissioner. &c. 

James A. Harris, of Cirra, applied to have refunded to' 
him the sum of |50 0-1W he had paid for the 8WJ of 
SEi Sec. 6. T 24 8, R 25 E., embraced in entry No. 
10854. which said land had heen previously conveyed to 
S. J. Pearce. The order was given to have Raid sum of 
money refunded npon hts making a quit claim deed to the 
Trustees. 

The Secretary advised the Board that Col. John Brad- 
ford had filed a report on the construction of the 8. S. O. 
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& G. It. R. from the North Bank of the Withlacoochee 
River to Homoeassa approving same, and stating that 
with the 25 39-100 miles heretofore inspected and ac- 
cepted there was a total mileage of 48 33-100 miles con- 
structed. The report is as follows: 

Tallahassee, Fla., Dec. 31, 1988. 
To the Board of Trustees I, I. Fond. 

Gentlemen: Pursuant to your instructions I have in- 
spected the Silver Springs, Ocala and Gu'f Bail Road 
from the North Bank of the Withlacoochee River to 
Homoeassa and beg leave to report as follows, viz: The 
. road is well constructed in accordance with the specifi- 
cations of the Internal Improvement Act, and the modi- 
fications thereto allowed by your honorable Board, ex- 
cept perhaps a small amount of surfacing of the track 
at the lower end and a few ties needed at the same place 
which ties are now delivered along the line of road ready 
to be placed and will doubtless be in before the end of 
this week. 

The Company begins today to run regular trains over 
the whole line from Ocala to Homosaesa, They have con- 
structed a substantial bridge over the Withlacoochee 
River, but as yet have not put in a draw ; they are pre- 
paring to do so. The length of line inspected is as fol- 
lows, viz: 1 62-100 miles of main line and 21 82-100 of 
Homoeassa Branch, which, with the 25 39-1 Of) formerly 
inspected and reported on, make a total of 48 83-100 
miles. The measurements are taken from the location 
notes and not from rechnining after construction. I 
won Id respectfully recommend that the Road be accepted 
by the State. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JNO. BRADFORD, 
State Engineer. 

Col. T. C. Hoge, President of the 8. S. O. & G. R. R. 
Co. appeared before the Board and asked that said .Com- 
pany be deeded one hundred thousand (100,000) acres of 
land on account of constructed road, as reported by the 
State Engineer, and stated to the Board that if they 
could receive that amount of land it was the purpose of 
the Company to extend its line of road at once from 
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Ocala to Palatka, and at an early day to build south west 
to Charlie Apopka Lake, and that the conveyance of the 
land asked for will greatly aid said company In so ex- 
tending its road. After consideration by the Board it 
van decided upon the statements made and assurances 
given as to the extension of said road the Board resolved 
to deed to said Company the (100,000) one hundred 
thousand acres of land asked for. 
The Board adjourned. 

W. D. BARNES, President. 

Secretary, 



I, William M. Mcintosh, Jr., Secretary of the Board of 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State 
of Florida, do hereby certify that the foregoing pages 
contain true and correct copies of the original minutes of 
the proceedings of the Board of Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, as appears 
of record in Volume 3, of the official minutes of the 
Board ; containing the minutes of each meeting held, as 
recorded, beginning with the meeting held on July 
5th, A* D. 1881, and ending with the meeting held on Jan- 
uary 4th, A. D. 1889, which said Volume 3, is now in 
my official custody. 

In testimony whereof I 
have hereunto set my hand 
and the Seal of the Trus- 
tees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of the 
State of Florida, this the 
seventeenth day of Sep- 
tember A. D. Nineteen 
hundred and four. 
W. M. MajNTOsn, Ja. 
Secretary Board of Trus- 
tees of the Internal Im- 
provement Fund of the 
State of Florida. 
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1 IM.il 

BRONSON, R. E. JR. 

Transfer of money paid by for land. , 308 

BROWN, J. B. 

Objects to conveyance of land to Fla. South- 
ern By. * . . . 89 

BRYANT, JOHN W. 

Change of land entry by 210, 466 

BURROUGHS, B. M, See Florida Southern Ry., 
3, 6; Calhoun County, 1; Lafayette 
County, 3. 

1. Reports od claims of certain settlers in 

Gulf Coast Reserve 182 

2. Reports on construction of Jax., St Aug. 

& H. B. Ry 25T 

TJtJRTCHELL, W. D. 

Land entry by canceled 247 

CALHOUN COUNTY. See Stone, Jos. 8. 

Complaints of citizens against Timber 

Agent of Franklin Co 138, 148 

CANAL RESERVE. See Palatka & Indian Riv. 
Ry., 10; J., T. & K. W. R. B. Co., 26. 

CEDAR KEYS, TIMBER AGENCY AT. See 

Finlayson, W. D.; Hale, Frank E. 
CHIPLEY, W. D. See Pensacola & Atlantic R. R. Co. 
CHISOLM, S. W. See Florida Southern Ry., 26. 

CHURCHILL, W. H. See Indian Riv. Ry. ft 
Trans. Co., 4. 

CLARK, JAMES W. See Gulf Coast Reserve, 1. 

CLERKS IN SALESMAN'S OFFICE. 

Compensation of, fixed 

CLIFFORD, FRANK. See Barrs, B. K. 
CLIFFORD, HENRY, SB. 

Lnnd entry by cancelled 

COBB, S. C. 

Authorized, as Agent, to select indemnity 

lands 421 

COCK BELL ft WALKER. See Ambler, D. G., 1. 
CODINGTON, T. B. See Coupons, Payment of, 1. 
CONANT, SHERMAN. See Fla. Southern Ry. 
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CONTEST OP TRUSTEES' CLAIM TO LANDS. 

£ee Bell, James C, 1. 
COOPER, CHARLES M. 

Presents petition in re riparian owners of 

lands on Maria Sanchez Creek 226 

■CORLEY, HUGH A. 

1. Resigns as Secretary of Trustees 121 

2. Reports aale of certain property of Trus- 

tees . 122 

.1. Resigns as Salesman of Trustees 122 

4. Services requested as Agent to select I. 

I. lands 130 

5. Employed to adjust expense account' of 
Swamp Land indemnity investigation 139 

6. Employed to compare and correct Disston 

land selections . 139 

CORYELL, I. See Atlantic & Gnlf Coast Canal, 
etc., 1, 6, 8; Florida Coast Line C. & 
T. Co., 7. 
Correspondence with in re moneys received 

from Bale of Disston lands .81 

COUPON CERTIFICATES. See Doggett, A., 2. 
COUPONS, INTEREST ON. See Greenough v. 

Trustees, 2. 
COUPONS, PAYMENT OF. See Walker, D, S„ 1. 
Petition to set aside order authorizing pay- 
ment 67 

CROSBY, ABRAM. 

Change of land entry by 47 

CROSBY, ELEANOR M. AND T. C. S- 

Resolution upon application of, to purchase 

certain lands 488 

DANCY, JAMES M. See Accounts and Bills 
Paid. 

1. Report of. on examination of lands re- 

claimed by Atl. & Gulf C. C. & O. L. Co. . .242 

2. Files supplemental report . . . : 2E9 

DAUGHTRY, JAMES A. 

Change of land entry by -348 

DAVIS, ALFRED. 

land entry by cancelled 457 



XII INDEX. 

DAVIS, R. W. See Florida Southern R. R.; Green 
Cove Springs & Melroose R. It. 

DECOSTER, N. H. 

Land entry bj cancelled 368 

DECREES OF COURT. See Greenoogh v. 
Trustees; Vose v. Trustees; Walker, 
D. S., 1 ; Schutte et at. v. J. Y. & R. R. C>. 

DEMING, C. C. See J. T. & K. W. Ry., 18. 

Withdraws protest against deeds to Green 

Cove Springs & Melrose R. R. 291 

DENNIS, LEONARD G. See Pomeroy, Chas., 2. 

Presents claim for services as agent . . . . . . .5 

DENNY, E. W. See Ambler, D. G., 1. 

DIAL, W. H. Bee Florida Midland & Georgia R. 
R. Co. 1. 

DIEGO BEACH RAILWAY. 

Files plat of survey and lands reserved for. . . .178 

DISSTON, HAMILTON. See Reed, Sir Edward 
J.; Atlantic & Gulf Coast Canal & Okee- 
chobee Land Company; Willard, C. D.; 
Dunne, J. J. ; Settlers upon Disston 
Lands; Disston Purchase. 

1. Offers to relinquish certain lands in favor 

of Houth Fla. R. R 32 

2. Assignment from to Atlantic & Gulf 

Coast Canal & Okeechobee Land Company. .33 

3. Discharged from performance of contract. .38-40 

4. Agreement of, with South Florida R. R. 

Co., for relinquishment of lands to R. 

R. Co 48-50 

5. Agreement of, with J., T. & K. W. Ry. Co., 

for relinquishment of lands to Ry. Co. . .51-53 

6. Copy of Agreement with Trustees for pur- 

chase of 4.000.CKM acres of land 53-57 

7. Trustees sign deed conveying 251,109.08 

acres to him 61 

8. Trustees sign deed conveying 381,368.85 

acres to him 61 

9. Agrees to accept other State lands for 

those occupied by settlers 63-64 



INDEX. '. j : , M" 

f 

DISSTON, HAMILTON— (Continued.) 

10. Resolution in re selection of lands by 76 

11. Withdraws consent to further sales of 

lauds embraced in his contract 80 

12. Announce* transfer of 2,000,000 acres of 

his purchase to Sir Edward Reed 94 

13. Agreement with Sir Edward J. Reed for 

transfer of Disston contract to pur- 
chase lands 103 

14. Request payment for lands sold oout oof 

selections made by him 106 

15. Letter from asking hearing by Trustees 

before withdrawal ofo lands for J. T. 

& K. W. Ey Ill 

16. Resolution aathorizing surrender to, or 

1 5,000 forfeit money 118, 119 

17. Requests corrections in certain deeds 137 

18. Notice relative to sale of Disston lands. . . .138 

19. Issuance of Floats for 500,000 acres to 140 

20. Consents to payment of $30,000 by Sir E. 

J. Reed ,174 

21. Proceeds of certain land sales made by 

Trustees paid over to 177 

22. Letter from, relative to J. T. & K. W. 

Land Grant 181 

23. Directs all monies received from settlers 

paid to Fla. Land & Imp. Co 182 

24. Letter to in re payment balance purchase 

i money 182 

25. Deeds issued to, for 985,012.84 acres 205 

26. Trustees add warranty covenant to con- 

tract of sale with 206 

27. Promissory note returned to 247 

28. Authorized to enter certain lands as in- 

demnity 425 

29. Letter from, relative to lands to which 

the A. & Q. C. C. & O. L. Co. is entitled 
i ■ under drainage contract 447 

30. Proposition from, for building railroad 

through Kissimmee and Caloosahatchie 
Valleys 492 

31. Resolution of Trustees on proposition 493 



XIV INDEX. 

DISSTOX, HAMILTON— (Continued.) 

32. Asks extension of time for making land 

selections 517" 

33. Asks change of time for reporting annual 

expenditures 517" 

DISSTON PURCHASE. See Settler* upon Diss- 
ton Lands. 

DIXON, THOS. K. 

1. Money refunded to for erroneous land entry. ,221 

2. Entry made by ordered vacated 241 

DIXON, WM. R. 

Land entry by cancelled 309' 

DOGGETT, A. See Gfreenongh v. Trustees, 3; 
Vose v. Trustees. 1. 

1. Ordered to furnish copies of records to 

Trustees 13 

2. Coupon certificates issued by made paya- 

ble for lands 5^ 

DOGGETT. RECEIVER, V. ATLANTIC, G. & 
W. I. T. CO. 
J. B. C. Drew reports payment on bonds 

made under decree in -15" 

DpNELSON, A. L. See' Gulf Coast Reserve, 1. 
DOWLING, JOSEPH S. 

Change of land entry by . . 211 

DOWLING. CHARLES W. 

1. A ii pointed Special Timber Agent for 

Hamilton County ; 23 

2. Bond of. approved .31 

DRAINAGE OPERATIONS. See Disston. Ham- 
ilton; Sanford. H. S.; St. Clair-Abrams, 
Alexander; Harris, J. J, 

DREW. GEO. P. 

Purchase of certain lands by 483" 

DREW. J. B. C. 

Reports on payments made on bonds under 
decree in re Doggett,. Receiver, vs. A. G. 

& W. If. Co. 45 

DUNCAN. JAMES M. 

Resigns as Special Timber Agent for Ham- 
ilton County 23 



index. rr- 

DUNHAM, DAVID L. Bee Atlantic & G. C. C. 
& O. L. Co., 29. 

DUNNE, E. J. See Disston, II., 9, 14; Atl., * 
Gulf C. C. & 0,%,. Co., 13. 
Notice of payments due by as Agent for Disston 

contract 130, 131 

DUNNE, JESSE H. 

Deed ordered executed to 232 

DUNNE, J. J. See Diego Beach By. 

Land entries by cancelled 293 

DUVAL, H- 8. 

1. Report of inspection of Florida Southern 

Railway 10 > 

2. Report of inspection of South Florida 

Railway 11 

3. Report of inspection of Peninsular Railroad. 31 

4. Appointed Engineer to inspect East 

Florida Railway i 62" 

5. Report of inspection of East Florida Rail- 

way 8ft: 

6. Directed to report od trestle work of P. 

Sl A. R. R. 149 

7. Directed to examine part of Trop. Fla. 

B. R. Co. .., 150 

8. Makes report of examination of Fnda. k 

Jax. B. B. 168 

9. Beports on part of Florida Tropical R. B 169 

10. Directed to inspect St. Johns * Halifax 

B. R, 179 

11. Reports on inspection of P. * A. R. R 213 

12. Beports on inspection of Fla. Coast Line 

C. & T. Co, 233 

13. Reports on construction of Lake Jesup 

branch of Sanford h Indian Hi v. By 250 

14. Report* on construction of Fla. Southern 

and Southern Division of J. T. A K. W, 

R. R's 276. 285, 287 

1.6. Reports on inspection of G. C. 8. & Mel- 
rose R. R. 292 

16. Reports on inspection of Fla. Southern 

R. R. 305; 



.XVI INDEX. 

J)CVAL, HL S— {Continued.) 

17. Instructions to for inspection of A. & O. 

C. C. 4 O. L. Co. T. 309 

18. Beport on Townships reclaimed by A. & 

G. C. C. & O. L. Co 314 

19. Beport on Punta Rassa branch of J. T. 

& K. W 345 

20. Report on inspection of Fla, Coast L. C. 

& T. Co -357 

21. Report on inspection of Fla. Southern 

Ry 357,412 

22. Report on Tavares, Orlando & Atlantic 

R. B. 377, 420 

23. Report on Palatka & Ind. Riv. R. R 385 

24. Report on Jax. & Atl. R. R .386 

25. Beport on St. Johns & Halifax Biv. Ry 388 

26. Report on Blue Bpgs., Orange City & At- 

lantic R. R .399 

27. Report on Charlotte Harbor Div. of Fla. 

Southern Ry 399, 400 

28. Reports on inspection of Palatka & Ind. 

Riv. By 409 

29. Reports on inspection of St. J. & Hal. Riv. 

R. R. 411, 461. 

30. Beports on inspection of S. S., O. & G. B. R..419 

31. Beports on inspection of Citra branch of 

Fla. Southern 419 

32. Beports on inspection of Ft. White 

branch of Fla. Southern 420 

33. Reports on inspection of Tavares, O. & A. 

B. B. 420 

34. Beports on inspection of St. Aug. & 

Palatka B. B 423 

35. Beports on inspection of Fla. Midland 

By 450, 460 

36. Beports on inspection of J. T. & K. W. 

Ry 450,464 

37. Reports on inspection of Blue Spgs., O. 

DYE8S, E. 

Land entry by, cancelled 291 
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EAST FLORIDA RAILWAY. See Duval, H. S., 
4; Sav. Fla. & Western By. 

1. Trustees approve construction and order 

certain lands conveyed to 86 

2. Lands ordered conveyed to 117 

3. Extension of land reservation for 202 

4. Ask conveyance of lands 218 

5. Conveyance of lands to 232, 239 

ECCLES, JAMES. 

Change of land entry by 144 

ELLIS, GILES U. 

Change of land entry by 23 

ENTERPRISE RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Correspondence relative to land reservation. . .310 
FERGUSON, H. T, See Gulf Coast Reserve, L 
FERNANDINA AND JACKSONVILLE R. 

R. CO. See East Florida Ry. Co., 1. 

1. Reports completion of road and asks 

survey 125 

2. LandB ordered conveyed to 351 

FINLAYSON, W. D. 

Appointment of, as Timber Agent at Cedar 

Keys, revoked 296 

FLEET, WM. See Wall and Turner, 1. 

FLEMING, LOUIS I. See Brantley, John, 1. 

FLEMING, WILLIAM AND MABGABET. See 
Brantley, John, 1. 

FLEMING AND DANIEL. See Accounts and 
Bills Paid. 

1. Opinion as to status and procedure in re 
indebtedness of Col. E. HoUbtoun 151-156 

2. Employed as Attorneys of Trustees in re 

Houstoun indebtedness 156 

FLORIDA ANNUAL. 

Offer of C. K. Munroe to furnish copies of 279 

FLORIDA, ATLANTIC & GULF CENTRAL 
RAILROAD, SINKING FUND OF. 
See Railroad Bonds. 
L Trustees and Sir E. J. Reed confer upon 117 

2. Florida bonds in, authorized to be sold 123 

3. Payment of certain coupons of ...... . .368, 371 

2 Index. 
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FLORIDA CENT. & WESTERN R. R. CO. See 
Tallahassee' R. R. Co., S. 

FLORIDA COAST LINE CANAL AND TRANS- 
PORTATION COMPANY. See Fla. 
Land & Imp. Co., 3 ; Dunne, J. J., 1 ; J. 
T. & K. W. R. R., 29. 

1. Application from for reservation of cer- 

tain lands 29 1 

2. Resolution relative to defining character 

of proposed extension work by 157 

3. Reservation of lands for continued and ex- 

tended .195 

4. Report of Engineer upon work of con- 

struction of 233 

6. Grant of lauds to increased 238 

6. Deed executed to for 4,489.44 acres 249 

7. Relinquish claim on certain reserved 
lands 275 

8. Report of Engineer upon inspection 357 

9. Conveyance of lands to 358- 

10. Additional reservation of lands for. 359 

11. Asks privilege of jwwehasing certain 

lands, money to" be held for it 374, 376 

12. Resolution to limit conveyances to lands 

earned by construction 404-405, 490" 

13. Protests against land grants J., T. & 

K. W. and Palatka and Indian Riv. Ry. 

Co 405, 41fr 

14. Decision of Trustees on protest and reser- 

vation for company 413 

15. Resolution to sell to settlers lands re- 

served for 424, 469 

16. Resolution, relative to discontinuance of 

entries on lands reserved for 480, 490 

17. Reservation of lands for continued 490 

FLORIDA COMMERCIAL COMPANY. 

Deeds executed to 431 

FLORIDA CONSTRUCTION COMPANY. See 
Wall and Turner. 

FLORIDA LAND COMPANY. See A. & G. C. C. 
& 0. L Co.. 15 ; Disston. H., 23 ; Florida 
Land and Improvement Co. 
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FLORIDA LANiD AND IMPROVEMENT 00. 
Bee Florida Land Co.; Land Grants, 
Claims Under; Dunne. J. J., L 

1. Requests that proposed exchange of lands 

by St. Johns and Halifax River R. R. 

Co. be authorized. Refused 222 

2. Certain lands ordered conveyed to 271 

3. Applies to enter certain lands claimed by 

Fla. C. L. C. k T. Co 271 

4. Contest with J. T. & K. W. Ry. aa to loca- 

tion of Floats 294 

6. Contest with Atlantic & G. C. C. * 0. L. 

Co. as to location of floats 294 

6. Agreement in re land contest with J. T. & 

K. W. Ry 330 

7. ■ Conveyance of, lands to 342 

FLORIDA LAND & MORTGAGE CO. 

Change of land entry by 341, 428 

FLORIDA MIDLAND RAILWAY. 

1. Plana and specifications filed and lands 

ordered reserved for 251 

2. Files plat of survey for extension and 

amended specifications. Land reserva- 
tion extended 298 

3. Specifications of construction of 299 

4. Files plat of survey of Oviedo extension, 

and asks land reservation. Not granted.. .312 

5. Asks reservation of certain lands to make 

up deficiency 390, 415. 

6. Resolution ordering reservation of lands 

for 391, 396: 

7. Files map of route, Ocoee to Kissimmee. 

Lands reserved for 438 

8. Engineer's report on inspection 450, 460 

9. Deeds ordered prepared for 463 

FLORIDA MIDLAND &. GEORGIA R. R. CO. 
See Pens. & Atl. R. R., 11. 13. 

1. Files pint of survey and asks reservation 

of lands \ 107 

2. Lands reserved for 107 

3. Directed to report on work or lose land 

reservation 484, 491 
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FLORIDA ORANGE CANAL & TRANSIT CO. 

Lands reserved for 453 

FLORIDA RAILROAD CO. See Greenough v. 
Trustees. 3; Railroad Bonds. 
Certificate of ownership of certain landB 

given to S. A. Bwann 432 

FLORIDA RAILWAY & NAV. CO. 

1. Report of Engineer on inspection 462, 476 

2. Applies for conveyance of lands 499 

FLORIDA SOUTHERN RAILWAY. Bee Reed & 

Wirtheimer vs. Trustees; Land Grants, 
Claims'Under; Prioritv of Right to 
Lands; J. T. & K. W. Ry., 24, 26, 29; 
Plant Investment Co., 3. 

1. Report of Survey ef road .' 10 

2. Reports completion of 3d and 4th sections 

and asks conveyance of lands. Reply of 
TrnBteea 30 

3. Reports completion of 50 miles of line, 

and asks conveyance of lands 65 

4. Requests conveyance of lands in six-mile 

limit and reservation of other lands 65 

5. Resolution to convey certain lands to. .65, 66, 68 

6. Report of survey of , 73 

7. Conveyance of lands to ordered 78, 81 

8. Report from, as to progress of work 89 

9. Proposition from, to release reserved 

lands to settlers 92 

10. Resolution of Trustees accepting proposition . 92 

11. Reports progress of construction and asks 

conveyance of land 95 

12. Authorizes sale by Trustees of lands re- 

served for company 117, 118 

13. Reports completion of 8th section 123 

14. Salesman authorized to sell to actual 

settlers lands reserved for .139 

15. Report of examination by State Engineer. . .144 

16. Requests permission to modify charter as 

to route , 144 

17. Request denied 145 

18. Conveyance of lands to, on conditions 

stated ....198 
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FLORIDA SOUTHERN RAILWAY— (Continued.) 

19. Petition of citizens for postponement of 

conveyance to .204 

20. AskB further reservation and conveyance 

of lands 215, 216, 224, 282 

21. Request inspection of completed portions 

of line ... 259 

22. Report of inspection by Engineer 260, 276 

23. Files claim for lands 282 

24. Report of inspection by Engineer 305, 306 

25. Resolution for conveyance of lauds to on 

account of Gaineeville-Lake City road 307 

26. Plana and specifications for Lake City 

extension filed and approved 307 

27. Applies for conveyance of lands 351 

28. Inspection of Leesburg — Pemberton Fer- 

ry section ordered 352 

29. Deeds to, for 879.552.74 acres, ordered ex- 

ecuted 354 

36. Applies for deeds to lands 355, 361 

31. Report of Engineer upon inspection 357 

32. Trustees promise aid for Charlotte Har- 

bor extension 362 

33. Additional reservation of lands for 364 

34. Assigns lands to Plant Investment Co. ... . .365 

35. Conveyance of lands to 366 

36. Applies for deeds to lands, to be held in 

Escrow .371 

37. Asks conveyance and reservation of cer- 

tain lands 372, 373 

38. Demand of, for lands under Legislative 

grant, considered 374, 378, 379 

39. Error in granting of lands to. corrected. . . .375 

40. Applies for inspection of Pemberton Fer- 

ry— Rrooksville branch 377, 382 

41. Argument on status of Ichetueknee-New- 

nanaville branch 379, 380, 381' 

42. Argument on status of Gainesville-Lake 

City branch 380, 381 

43. Report of Engineer on inspection of 

Pemberton — Lakeland branch 381 

44. Resolution of Trustees relative to laud 

grants to 382, 384 
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FLORIDA SOUTHERN RAILWAY— (Continued.) 

45. Deeds for lands, on account- of Pember- 

ton — Lakeland branch, ordered executed. .386 

46. Report of Engineer on inspection of Char- 

lotte Harbor division 399, 400 

47. Ask confirmation of land reservation of 

line from Brooksville to Tampa. 

Granted 404, 405, 417 

Applies for deeds to certain lands 406, 407 

Report o5 Engineer on inspection of com- 
pleted work 413 

Applies for deeds to certain lands. Granted. 414 
Certain lands reserved for declared open 

to sale 418 

Engineer's report of inspection of Citra 

branch 419 

53. Engineer's report on inspection of Fort 

White extension ■. , . .420 

Lands ordered deeded to ". 421 

Deeds ordered prepared for. ........ . .430, 431 

Makes application for recognition and 

lands on acct. Panta Gorda branch. .433, 451 

57. Contests right of John A. Henderson to 
certain lands 436 

58. Engineer directed to report on mileage 
of 436. 450, 455, 482 

59. Agreement f» re contest with John A. 
Henderson 441 

60. Asks for list of lands reserved for it 
which have been sold , .445, 447 

61. Deeds ordered executed to, for Punta 
Gorda extension 466 

62. Protests against land reservation for 
Orange Beit Ry .472 

63. Protest overruled 472 

64. Applies for balance of lands due for con- 
struction 486 

65. Resolution of Trustees on application i87 

66. Contest of lands by Zaeharins and W. P. 
Neal ,-. 498- 

67. Report on mileage of 505 

68. Application for conveyance of lands 515 
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FLORIDA TRANSIT AND PENINSULAR R. R. 
Gee Land Grants, Claims Under. 

1. Files claim for lands 282 

2. Report of Engineer on inspection of road. . .298 

FLORIDA TROPICAL RAILROAD CO. See . 
Greenough v. Trustees, 3. 

1. Report of Engineer's examination of com- 

pleted part of line 169 

2. Deeds ordered "exec oted to 169 

FORBES, W. T. See Settlers npon Disston Lands, 
2; Gulf Coast Reserve; Florida Land 
& Imp. Co.; J. T. & K. W. Ry., 19. 

FORT, ALLEN. 

Land entry by cancelled 95 

FOX, CHARLES A. 

Change of land entry by, allowed 11$ 

FRANCIS, CHARLES. See Awry, Edward, 1. 

FRAUDULENT CONVEYANCES OF LANDS. 
See Administration of Trnst. 

GAINESVILLE, OCALA & CHARLOTTE HAR- 
BOR RAILWAY. See Florida South- 
ern Ry. 

GAINESVILLE, TALLAHASSEE AND WES- 
TERN RY. CO. 

1. Reservation of lands for 459, 462 

2. Directed to report on work done or lose 

reservation 484, 491 

3. Asks extension of time for beginning 

work 518 

GEORGIA AND FLORIDA MIDLAND RAILROAD. 
See Pens. & Afl. R. R.. 11. 
Map and survey of Central Division filed 

and lands reserved for 1M 

CLIFFORD, WILLIAM P. 

Land entry by, canceled 279 

GLEASON. W. H. 

Applies for deturn of certain coupons or 

moneys therefor 520, 521 

<3RAHAM, WALTER S. 

Land entry by canceled 52Q 
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GREAT SOUTHERN RAILWAY. 

Contract with for construction and sale of 

lands rescinded 9 

GBEEN GOVE SPRINGS AND MELROSE RAIL- 
ROAD COMPANY. See Deming, G. C.; 
J. T. &. K. W. R. R. Co., 26, 29 ; Santa Fe 
Canal Go. 

1. Asks withdrawal from sale of certain lands. ..4 

2. Filea plat of survey and asks reservation 

of lands 7T 

S. Reports completion of part of line and 

reservation of lands to continued 167 

4. Extension of land reservation to. 201, 324 

5. Applies for additional land reservation 223 

6. Asks inspection of completed part of road , . . 289 

7. Deeds ordered executed to 292 

8. Report of inspection by Engineer 292 

9. Land reservation for renewed 410 

10. Resolution relative to payment for reserv- 
ed lands sold .426 

GREENOUGH V. TRUSTEES. See Swann, Saml. 
A., 3. 

1. Order directing payment of claims against 

fund, and defining priority of payment 11 

2. Interest at 7 per cent, allowed on coupons. . .12 

3. Trustees authorized to settle, in lands, 

with Florida Tropical Railroad Co 13 

4. Order in, requiring notice of hearing in re 

coupons 93* 

6. Order of Judge Pardee in re petition of 

John F^ Townsend \ 301 

OBEY, S. H. See At!., & Gulf C. C. & O. L. Co. 

GRIFFITH, ROBERT S. See Robinson, A, A. 

GRUELLE, N. B. See S. S, O. & G. B. R. . 

OULF COAST RESERVE. See Burroughs, B. 
M.; Forbes, W. T. 
Reports on claims of settlers in 201: 

GWYNN, WALTEB. 

Employed as Agent to select and appraise 

lands 202- 
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HAG AN, A. B. 

Settlement with for 48 P. & G. coupons and 

1^ F., A. & G. C. coupons 363 

HALE, FRANK E. 

Appointed Timber Agent at Cedar Keys 296 

HALIFAX AND INDIAN RIVER RAILWAY. 
Reports completion section of road and ap- 
plies for lands 200 

HALL, C. F. See Gulf Coast Reserve, 1. 
HAMILTON COUNTY. 

J. M. Duncan resigns as Special Timber 

Agent and C. W. Downing appointed 23 

HAMILTON, GEORGE. See Swilly, Mrs. E. 

HAMILTON, JAMES M. See Barrs, B. K. 2. 

HARRIS, ANDREW. See Wills, John C. 

HARRIS, I. L. See Accounts and Bills Paid; 
Florida Midland Ry., 0. 

HARRIS, JAMES A. 

Land entry by canceled .522 

HARRIS, J. J. See Lake Jesup, Oceola & Kissim- 
mee River R R. & Nay. Co. 1, 2, 3. 
Proposition from, to drain lands in St. 

Johns River Valley 419 

HART, HUBBARD L. 

1. Asks for extension of time for completion 

of contract to imprive Oclawaha and 
Withlacoocbee Rivers. Reply of Trustees. .18 

2. Letter from, relative to land reservation 280 

HARWOOD, N. B. 

Proposition from, to bay certain I. I. lands 

at reduced lands -.58 

HAY, JESSE T. See Gtulf Coast Reserve, 1. 

HEALY, G. P. See Jacksonville & Palatka R. R. 

HENCK, E. W. See South Florida Railroad Com- 
pany, 8; Florida Midland By. 
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HENDERSON. JOHN A, See Disston, Hamil- 
ton, 2; Willard. C. D. 2; Hill, Bettie W. 

1. Presents, bond and coupons of St. Johns 

& Indian River Canal for payment 101 

2. Elected agent of TruBtees to seleet swamp 

lands 290 

3. Change of land entries by 348 

4. Contest with Fla. Southern Ej. as to cer- 

tain lands 43* 

5. Agreement in re contest 441 

HENDRY, P. A. 

1, Asks reimbursement for certain land en- 

tries erroneously made 82 

2. Change of land entry by 209 

HENDRY. GEORGE W. 

Land entry by canceled .368 

BERNANDO COUNTY. 

J as. L. Miller appointed Timber Agent in 461 

HILL, BETTIE W. See Bonds, 1. 

Makes application for interest on re-estab- 
lished P. & G. bond. Refused .280 

HOLLAND, D. P. See Ambler, D. G., 1. 
HOLLINGS WORTH. JAMES N. 

Authorized to make certain land entry 184 

HOOKER, JOHN J. 

Deed ordered made to heirs of 166 

HOOKER. J. W. 

Deed ordered executed to 394 

HOUGH. C. W. 

Letter from, relative to drainage project of 

Apopka Canal Co 29 

HOUSE, HILL W. See Gfclf Coast Reserve, 1. 

HOUSTOUN, EDWARD. 

1. Conference with Executor relative to 

liability of Estate .14* 

2. Opinion of Fleming & Daniel as to status 

and procedure in re indebtedness of. .161-156 
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HUDSON, J. B. See Gulf Coast Reserve, J, 
HUNT, W. H. 

1. Asks Trustees to rescind resolution of 

former Board rescinding contract with 

him. Trustees decline .58*60 

2. Notice that he proposes to continue recla- 

mation work during life of his contract. . . .84 

INDIANS. 

Petition for reservation of lands for 211 

INDIAN RIVER RAILWAY & TRANSPORTA- 
TION COMPANY. See Atlantic Coast, 
St. Johns & Indian River Ry. Co.; En- 
terprise R. R Co. 
L Asks for reservation of certain alternate 

sections 22 

2. Modifications of plans of construction pre- 

sented and allowed 28-29 

3. Certain lands reserved for 29 

* 4. Asks extension of time for withdrawing 

reservation of lands 169 

B. Reservation of -lands for revoked 204 

41. Request renewal of land reservation — 

Granted * 295 

7. Ask extension of time for beginning work. . .310 

8. Reservation of lands for canceled 328 

9. Ask for extension of time for beginning 

work. Granted 340 

INGRAHAM, JAMES E. See South Florida B. R. 
Co.; Sanford & Indian River Ry. Co.; 
Halifax & Indian Riv. Ry. 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT LANDS. See 
Corley, H. A. 

1. Price of fixed 213 

2. Resolution for bringing certain I. I. lands 

into market 270 

INTERNATIONAL RAILROAD. See Priority of 
Rights to Lands. 
Files plat of survey and specifications of 
construction and asks reservation of 
lands 284 



XXVIII INDEX. 

JACKSON, H. R. See Vose v. Trustees, L 
JACKSON, LAWTON & BASSINGER. See Am- 
bler, D. G., 1. 

JACKSONVILLE AGENCY. 

Application of R. C. M. Young for appoint- 
ment U 

JACKSONVILLE & ATLANTIC B. R, See Ar- 
lington & Atl. R. R.; Jax., St. Ang. & 
Halifax Riv. Ry., 7; J., T. & K, W. R. 
B., 29. 

1. Specifications of construction presented 

approved 203, 262 

2. Applies for inspection of work completed.. .381 

3. Report of Engineer on inspection of com- 

pleted work 386 

4. Order for conveyance of lands to 388 

5. A8ks for conveyance of lands 398 

JACKSONVILLE, HALIFAX & ST. AUGUS- 
TINE RY. 

1. Request inspection by Engineer of com- 

pleted part of line 252 

2. Report of Engineer 254 

3. Amplication from, for deed of lands .'254 

JACKSONVILLE, MANATEE AND GULF R. R. 

Lands reserved for 45T 

JACKSONVILLE, MAYPORT & PABLO RY. & 
NAV. CO. 

1. Presents map and specifications. Lands 

reserved for 439 

2. Specifications of construction of 439 

3. Engineers report of inspection- 505 

4. Lands ordered conveyed to 505 

JACKSONVILLE & PALATKA R. R. 

Plat of survey filed and reservation of lands 

for 172 

JACKSONVILLE, PENSACOLA AND MOBILE 
R. R. CO. See Vose v. Trustees, 1, 
Solicitors of bondholders in re Schntte v. J> 
P. & M. R. R. Co. consents to turning 
over |15,000 to operate J. P. & M 23-24 
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JACKSONVILLE, ST. AUGUSTINE & HALI- 
FAX RIVER RY. CO. 

1. Lands reserved for 107, 114 

2. RequestB modifications of plans of con- 

struction 114 

3. Modifications requested are approved 115 

4. Ask for conveyance of lands granted by 

Legislatnre . 256 

5. Complaint as to character of construction 

and order for inspection by Engineer 257 

6. Report of Engineer on construction 257 

7. Petition against grant to Jax. & Atl. R. R.. ,389 
'8. Applies for additional lands to make up 

deficiency 393 

9. Asks for conveyance of lands 396 

10. Applies for deeds to indemnity lands. 

Granted 409 

JACKSONVILLE, TAMPA & KEY WEST R. R. 

CO. See Disston, H., 5, 22; Land 

Grants, Claims Under; Priority of 

Right to Lands; Plant Investment Co.. 4. 

1. Conference with attorneys respecting aid 

in construction 3 

• 2. Proposition for adjustment of land claims 

with. South Florida Railroad Company 43 

3. Certain laws ordered reserved from sale 

for 44 

4. Applies for additional reservation of land 47 

5. Application rejected and modified proposi- 

■ ' . tion adopted 47 

6. Application from for reservation of cer- 

tain lands ...... 72 

7. Authorize Trustees to sell reserved lands 

to Bettlers 208 

8. Assignment by, of certain lands, to Plant 

Investment Company 264 

9. Resolutions relative to change of route. .266, 268 

10. Specifications of construction for South- 

ern division 268 

11. Request for inspection by Engineer of 

completed parts of Southern division 268 



INDEX. 

JACKSONVILLE, TAMPA & KEY WEST K. K. 
CO.— (Continued.) 

12. Resolution relative to reservation of 

lands for 26» 

13. Report of Engineer on inspection of 

Southern division 277 

14. Requests examinations of completed parts 

of Northern and -Southern Divisions 282 

15. Report of inspection by Engineer . .285, 287, 292 

16. Contest with Fin. Land & I. Co. as to loca- 

tion of Floats 294 

17. Given permission to cut timber on certain 

lands 294 

18. Resolution for conveyance of lands to 

for work completed 307, 308 

19. Agreement in re land contest with Fla. 

Land and Imp. Co. and Atlantic & Q. 

C. C. & O. L. Co 330 

20. Assigns lands to Plant Investment Co 342 

21. Conveyance of lands to 344 

22. Report of inspection of Punta Rassa 

brapch 345 

23. Applies for conveyance of 

lands 365, 363, 375, 379 

24. Protests against issuance of deeds to 

Fla. Southern Ry 375 

25. Resolution of Trustees relative to land 

grants to 383, 384, 407 

26. Asks that certain lands be included in deed 

to 390- 

27. Applies for additional land reservation to 

make up deficiency 393, 401, 403 

28. Protest by Parslow against issue of bonds. . .393 

29. Asks for conveyance of certain lands, .397, 418 

30. Board declines to convey to it lands re- 

served for other corporations 403 

31. Resolution in re conveyance of lands re- 

served for Seville & Hal. R, R 404 

32. Fla. C. L. Canal & Trans. Co. protests 

apainst land grant to .405, 413" 

33. Payment to, of moneys received from 

sale of lands reserved for 426 

34. Deeds executed to 431 



INDEX. 

JACKSONVILLE, TAMPA & KEY WEST R. B. 
CO.— (Continued.) 

35. Presents survey of route of Central & 

River Division. Lands reserved for 433- 

36. Lands reserved for Seville & Hal. Riv. By. 

Granted to 435- 

37. Engineer reports on inspection 450- 

' 38. Ask inspection of River Division, San- 

ford to Tavares 455. 

39. Report of inspection 464, 482 

40. Protests against issuance of deeds to 

Apopka Canal Co 482 

41. Applies for deed to lands on account of 

River Division 496, 516, 520 

JOHNSON, MOSES A. 

Change of land entry by ..'■. 252 

JOHNSTON, J. J. 

1. Appointed Timber Agent for Lafayette 

county 240 

2. Letter of instructions sent to 296 

3. Besigw 445- 

JONES, C. W. 

1. Terms of employment m re Trustees v, 

Vose 79 

2. Paid retainer of $500 in Vose appeal 109" 

3. Flee of |4,962.80 paid to in re Trustees v. 

VoBe 175- 

JORDAN, WM. S. 

Land entry by canceled 91 

KICKLITER, L. W. 

Land entry by canceled .224 

KING, GEORGE T. 

Change of land entry by .312" 

KINGSBURY, S. T. See Live Oak. Tampa & C. 
H. By. Co., 1 ; East Florida Railway, 4, 
5, Live Oak & Rowlands Bluff R. R., 3. 

KISSIMMEE RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Files survey of line and asks reservation of 

lands 271: 

KBEAMER. J. M. See A. & G. C. C. & L. Co., 17, 
27, 31; Okeechobee Drainage District, 3. 
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LADD, GEO. W. 

Petition of, for deed to land 432, 455, 481 

LAFAYETTE COUNTY. 

1. Bequest for Special Timber Agent in 134 

2. Newton Sapp appointed Timber Agent for. 138 

3. B. M. Burroughs asks that agency in be 

abolished 161 

4. J. J. Johnston appointed Timber Agent 

for 240 

5. J. J. Johnston resigns and Frank 
Luther appointed - 445 

LAKE JESUP, OSCEOLA & KISSIMMEE 
BIVEB B. B. & NAT. CO. 

1. Asks reservation of lands be continued 8 

2. Boad and franchises transferred to Lake 

Monroe and Lake Jesup R. B. Co 30 

3. Beservation of lands to temporarily con- 

tinued 30 

4. Beserved lands ordered restored to Bale 45 

LAKE MONBOE AND LAKE JESUP BAIL- 
ROAD COMPANY. 

Boad and franchises of Lake Jesup, O. & 

K. Biv. R. R. & Nav. Co. transferred to 30 

LAND ENTRIES. 

Rule permitting entry by actual settlers 

before reservations for railroads, etc 124 

LAND FLOATS, ISSUANCE OF. See Disston, 
II., 19; Fla. Land & Imp. Co. 4; Seville 
& Halifax Biv. B. B., 6. 

LAND GRANTS, CLAIMS UNDEB. See Priority 
of Bight to Lands. 

1. Hearing granted to railroad representa- 

! fives '. 280 

2. Memo, of agreement of certain railroads 

relative to 281 

3. Resolution to withhold one-third of 

grants to provide for expenses of ad- 
ministering trust 353 

4. Agreement between Fla. Southern, J., T. 

& K. W., P. & I., and P. & A; B. Be. 

as to order of grants to be conveyed. . -..381 



INDEX. 

LAND GRANTS, CLAIMB UNDER— (Cmtktuei.) 
5. Resolution of Trustees relative to agree- 
ment and grant of lands to said rail- 
roads 382 

LANDS PATENTED TO STATE. ' See Swamp 
Land Indemnity Patents; Swamp 
Land Indemnity Certificates; Wailea, 
S. I.; Salesman of Trustees, 4. 

1. Patents for 24,461.50 acres received 

through S. I. Wailes, 75 

2. Patents for 334.474.94 acres received 

through N. c' Macfarland 283 

4. Instructions to Salesman as to disposi- 
tion of land patents 483 

LAWBON, FRANK. 

Laud entry by canceled 48> 

LAWSON. THOB. J. 

Land entry by canceled 5 

LEE, J. H. See Lee v. Price. 

LEE, MANNING W. 

Change of land entry by 144 

LEE V. PRfOr?. 

Decision of contest between for stnmpage 

L'ENGLE, HENRY A. See Treasurer of Trustees. 
LENTE, WM. K. See Seville & Halifax R. R, Co., 1. 
LESLEY, JOHN T. 

Change of land entry by .312 

LEWIS, B. C. & SONS. 

Land entry by canceled 255 

LEWIS, EDWARD. 

Land entry by canceled 158 

LIVE OVK AND RAYLAND'S BLUFF RAILROAD 

1. Files plat of survey and asks reservation 

of lands . . .8 

2. Report of State Engineer on construction 

part of line , 187 

3. Resolution for conveyance of lands. to 232 

3 Index Vol. IIL 
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LIVE OAK, TAMPA AND CHARLOTTE HAR- 
BOR RY. CO. . . , 

1. Presents specifications of construction 

and asks reservation of lands 212" 

2. Copy of specificatione of construction 212? 

3. Plat of surveyed route presented and 

filed 241 

4. Requests inspection of completed portion 

by Engineer 241 

5. Requests inspection of more completed 

line - 254 

LOCKLAIR, IRVIN. 

Land entry by canceled • . 308 

LOWE, SAMUEL S. 

Change of land entry by 18* 

LUTHER, FRANK. 

1. Appointed Timber Agent of Lafayette 

county . 4 . . j 4 v . . 445 

2. Files Bond .45* 

LYON, CHARLES R 

Landt entry by authorized 314 

MALONE, JOHN W. See Florida C. L. C. ft T. 

Co., 12. . 

MANX, A. S. 

Affidavit of, as to work on Southwestern 

Railroad 21* 

MASON, ALFRED BISHOP. See Palatka A 

Indian Riv, By. Co., 3. 
MABCY, 3. C. 

Recommends R. C. M. Young for Agent at 

Jacksonville .11 

MARTIN. EDWIN. 

Land entry by 42© 

MASON, ALFRED BISHOP. See Land Qraala, 
ObriiiM Under, ^2; J. T. ft K. W. Ry. 
Co.; J., St. Aug. & H. Biy. By. Co.; 
Pahitka * I. R. Ry. Qo. 

MASON, ROWELL H. See Palatka ft Indian 
River Ry^ *. 
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MAYSON, B. W. 

1, Application from, to purchase dead and 

fallen cedar '. 406 

2. Application declined 415> 

McCLELLAN, J. F. See P. & A. R. R., 11, 15. 
McDERMITT, Alexander A. 

Deed to, corrected 164; 

McDONALD, C. W. 

Change of land entry by . .254 

McKINNEY, J. H. 

Refundg $400 deposited by Trustees to secure 

costs in re Trustees v. Greenough 166 

MCLAUGHLIN. R. See St. Johns Railway, 1. 
McMILLAN, D. C. See Gulf Coast Reserve, 1. 
McWHORTER, G. G. See Mima & Milligau; 

Swamp Land Iadem. Certificates, -2. 
MILLER, JAMES L. 

Appointed Timber Agent in Hernando 

county 451, 455 

MI MS & M ILL I < IAN. 

Additional right of way granted to 112 

MITCHELL, H. L. See J- T. & K. W. R. R. Co., L 
MORGAN, L. W. 

Land entry by canceled Ill 

MUNROE, C. K. See Florida Annual, 
MURRHE, JAMES. 

Change of land entry by 1 35- 

MYERS, F. T. See Accounts and Bills Paid; J. 

T. & K. W. Ry., 19; Plant Investment Co. 
NEWTON, W. J. See Pomeroy, Chss., 2. 
NIBLACK, SILAS L. Bee Agents of Trustees, 3. 

1. Instructions to in re examination of Diss- 

ton lands 126 

2. Report of on boundaries of Okeechobee 

Drainage District 191 

OCKLAWAHA RIVER, See Hart, Hubbard L., 1.. 
< m K LAW AH A VALLEY. See Banford, H. S.; St. 

Clair- Abrams, Alexander. ^.J? 
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f 

ODUM, JOHN B. 

Land entry by canceled and money refunded 81 

0EECH06EE DRAINAGE DISTRICT. 

1. Resolution relative to Bale of lands in 133 

2. Report of S. L, Niblack on boundaries of 191 

3. Resolution defining eastern boundary of . .229 

OKEEFIXOEEE SWAMP. 

Proposition for drainage of 354 

ORANGE BELT RAILWAY. 

1. Presents plat of survey and specifications 

of construction 470 

2. Makes application for land reserve . ." 471 

3. Fla. Southern Ry. protests against grant- 

ing application 472 

4. Reservation of lands for 472 

5. Report of inspection and order for con- 

veyance of lands to . 489 

6. Applies for conveyance of lands . 499 

7. Protests by Apopka Canal Co., S. S., O. 

& G., and Fla. Southern RyB 499 

8. Report of Engineers on inspection 500 

9. Deeds ordered executed to 500 

ORANGE RIDGE. DELAND & ATLANTIC 
RAILROAD CO. 

1. Reservation of lands nsked for. 6 

2. Lands reserved for, restored to market. .. .271 
PALATKA & INDIAN RIVER RY. CO. See Land 

Grants, Claims Under; Priority of 
Rights to Lands. 

1. Submits modifications to specifications 

of construction. Approved 110*111. 

2. Amended survey of route filed and ap- 

proved conditionally 120 

3. Asks specific designation of lands granted 

by Legislature 209 

4. Protests against granting priority of right 

to lands to P. & A. R. R. 357, 375, 379 

6. Adopted specifications of construction 

of J., T. & K. W. Ry ...-..' : 368 

6. Articles of Agreement with Atl, Coast, 

St. J. & I. R. Ry. Co. for building road 

enterprise to Titusville 367, 371 
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PALATKA & INDIAN BIVEB BY. CO.— (Continued.) 

7. Applies for inspection of work completed. .381 

8. Resolution of Trustees relative to land 

i grants to 383, 384, 407 

9. Report of Engineer upon line inspected 

and order for deeds to ." . . j385 

10. Petition to have "canal reserve" in Volu- 
J sia, Brevard and- Dade- counties 'set 

C* aside as .void 389 

\ f - 11. Applies for deeds to certain lands 393 

12. Fla. C. L. Canal & Trans. Co. protests 

against land grant to 405, 413 

'• ., 13. Engineer's report of inspection of 409 

14. Lands ordered deeded to 409 

15. Resolution denning reservation for 414 

16. Resolution for conveyance of lands to 521 

PALATKA AND NOBTHWESTBEN B. B. 

1. Plat of survey filed and lands reserved for. .452 

2. Specifications of construction of .453 

3. Directed to report on work and why land 

reservation should not be canceled. .484, 491 

PALATKA & SANFORD RAILROAD. See 
South Pla. R. R. Co., 13. 

1. Submits specifications of construction. .... .97 

2. Specifications approved and certain al- 

ternate sections of lands reserved 98 

3. Reservation of lands for canceled 209 

PAPY, FANNY S. See Schutte et al. v. J. P. & 

M. R. R., 2. I 

PAESLOW, A. H. See Wall and Turner. 
PABSONS. JOHN. See Bay Port, Brooksville & 

Fort Dade B. E. Co. ^~1 

PEAECE, WST. H. See Lawson, Thos. J. ~ - ^ 

PEACE CEEEK IMMIGBANT AND AGBICUL* 1 

TURAL COMPANY. 1 

1. Lands previously granted to, restored to 

market '.. .262 

2, Reserved lands held subject to provis- 

ions of law : 369 

PELLICEE, FRANCIS P. 

Change of land entry by 144 
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PENDRY. A. S". • ■ : ..x,. -.>. «,- -^, 

Deed of release to land granted to '. 13i0 

PENINSULAR RAILROAD. 

1. Report of surrey of road from Waldo to 

Ocala ' :31 

2. List of Funds lands adjacent to presented. . .31 

3. Ask withdrawal from sale of certain 

lands. Granted . . .'. 67 

4. Conveyance of lands to as indemnity for 

reserved lands inadvertently sold 128 

PENINSULAR TROPICAL RAILROAD. -See- 
International R. R. 

PENINSULAR & ATLANTIC R. R. Co. See Pen- 
sacola & Atlantic R. R. Co., 20. 

PENSACOLA AND ATLANTIC RAILROAD 
COMPANY. See Reed & Wirtheimer vs. 
Trustees; Live Oak & Rowlands Bluff 
R. R. Co., 3; Land Grants, Claims Un- 
der. Priority of Right to Lands; Palat- 
ka & Ind. R*iv. Rv., 4 ; J. T. & K. W. R. 
R., 29. 

1. Requests certain modifications in specifi- 

cations of construction 21, 25 

2. Modifications approved and allowed.. 27 

3. Plat of survey filed and reservation of • 

lands ordered .113 

4. Modifications in specifications of con- 

struction allowed and approved 128 

B. Order for report on trestle work of 149 

6. Report of State Engineer on construction 

part of line 187 

7. Resolution for conveyance of lands to. .197, 200 

8. Engineer's report of inspection of 213 

9. Authorized to make selections of lands.... 217 

10. Asks conveyance of lands on account of 

completion of line 217 

11. Asks restoration to market of lands re- 

served for Ga. & Fla. Midland and Fla. 
Midland & Ga., R Rs 219 

12. Apply for lands granted under act of in- 

corporation 253 
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t»ENBACOLA- *ND -ATI-ASTjr BAILBQAD.^,. „ 

COMPANY— (Continued.)-. . ■ / , - A ' • 

13. ApplT for deeds Jo- lands formerly reserv-.i.,. A 
ed forFIa. Midi. & Ga. B. B 274 

14. Apply for deeds to certain lands nut side 

reserves of Fin. Bo'n. and J., T. & K. W. 

R. Rs.. . . . . v , . . , ." 278 

15. Protests against issuance of deeds to J. 

T. & K. W! ' 308 

16. Resolution for conveyance of lands to 360 

17. Resolution of Trustees relative to land 

grants, to . : 383, 384; 407 

18. Asks that deeds to it embrace lands ■ 

nearest line -. '.' 399 

19. Deeds ordered prepared for 484 

20. Applies for balance Of lands dne 497 

21. Applies for conveyance of additional 

lands S20, 622 

TENSACOLA & GEORGIA BATLBOAL COM- 
PANY. See Walker, D. S., 1, Beed, 
Sir Edward J.; Railroad Bonds. 

1. Certain coupons -from bonds made paya- . . 

ble M 

2. Payment for certain coupons ol , 368 

PIKE, JOHN. 

Land entry by canceled 356 

PITTS, A. J. 

Money collected from as stumpage refunded. .166 
J»LANT INVESTMENT COMPANY. See Jax., 
T. & K.. W. B. B. Co., 8; Land Grants, 
Claims Under; South Florida B. R. 
Co.; Florida Southern By. 

1. Files Claim for lands . 282 

^.Assignment to by J.. T. & K. W. By. .,". .342, 367 
3. AskB inspection of Pemberton Ferry 

branch of Fla. Southern .", . , .376 

,4. Asks refunding of purchase money for 

lands sold 376 

5. Deeds executed to .431 

POMEBOY, CHABLES. See Dennis, Leonard G. 

1. Lands selected by, reserved from" sale 6 

2. Applies for lands dne for services. ...*.." 220 

3. Deed for 5,800 acres ordered made to. . .'. . .220 
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PONCE, JOSEPH Y. See Orange Ridge, DeLand f 

ft Atlantic B. R. Co. J 

PRICE, JOHN, JR. See Lee v. Price. 
PRICE, JOHN W. 

Land entry by canceled .; 29 

PRIORITY OP RIGHT TO LANDS. See Land 
Grants, Claims Under; Bine Spgs., 
O. C. & A. R. R., 7; Palatka ft lad. Riv. 
Ry., 15; 8. S., O. ft G. R. R, 10. 
1. Resolutions relative to, in. re lands with- 
drawn from sale . . . .298; 326, 330, 375, 37« 
3. Palatka & Indian Riv. Ry. protests against 

decision 35T 

RAILROAD BONOS. 

1. Report of Treasurer of Trustees on burned 

bonds and those outstanding "." 247 

2. Payment of certain coupons . . 368 

RAILROAD COMPANIES, LANDS RESERVED 
FOR. See Resolution of Lands, 28; 
Priority of Right, etc. 

RAILROAD COMPANIES, LIST OP. See Trans- 
portation Companies. 

RANDALL, WALKER ft FOSTER. See Atlantic 

Coast, St. Johns & Indian Riv. Ry. Co., 3. " 

BANEY, G. P. See Walker, D. S-, 1. 

Employed as Atty. for Trustees in certain 

suit s ; 223 

RAWLS, WM. A. 

Land entry by canceled and money refunded. .418 

REED, SIR EDWARD J. See Schntteet al. t. J. 
P. ft M. R. B. Co., 2, Disston, H. 

1. 2,000,000 acres of Disstoo purchase trans- 

ferred to 94, 100' 

2. Offers to make payments on account of 

Disston contract .....101 

3. Resolntion for accepting offer ....... I. ...102 

4. Agreement with Hamilton Disston for 

transfer of Disston contract to pur- 
chase lands 10J 

5. Constitutes C. D. Willard his repreeenta* 
.(X?. tive . . . 11T 



INDEX. ZL» 

f 

SEED, BIB EDWARD T (fTnafftlllli,) 

6. Telegrams relative to payment! doe by 

under Schutte decree 158-15&* 

7. Telegrams relative to payment due by on 

land purchase 160, 16T 

8. Disbursement of deposit made by in New- 

York bank 161 

9. Treasurer'? receipt, of $Z11,602.78 paid by. .162^ 
16. Letters, from H. pisston in re execution 

of Disston-Reed contract 165, 174 

11. Assigns 500,000 acres of bis purchase to 

Wm. B. Barnett 196 

REED AND WIRTHEIMER VS. TRUSTEES. 
Attorney General to appear for Board in U. 
S. Circ. Ct. in re petition of Fla. So. 
Ry. and P. & A. R. R 200' 

RELIEF OF BONDED COUNTIES. 

1. Amounts of bonded debts of counties 287 

2. Resolution for acceptance of bonds in 

payment for lands 287 

3. Resolution for purchase of bond* pro rata, .287" 
4. Resolution revoked 303" 

RELINQUISHMENT OF LANDS. 

1. At request of Comr. of Genl. Land Orflce 85 

2. In favor of John Brantley 106 

3. At request of Comr. of Genl. Land Office. . .111 

4. In favor of John A. Osteen 130 

5. On Sanibel Island for light house 254 

EESERVATION OF LANDS. See Pomeroy, 
Charles, 1; Priority of Right to Lands; 
Swamp Lands, Withdrawal of; Pens. 
-A Atl. R. R„ 11. 

1. For Atlantic and (Jul f Coast Canal . .3, 9, 174 

2. Amplication for by Green Cove Springs 

and Melrose R. R. Co. 4 

3. For Orange Ridge, DeLand & Atlantic 

R. R. Co ...6, 7, 

4. For Lake Jesnp, 0. & K. Riv. R. R, & 

Nav. Co. continued 18" 

6. For Live Oak and Rowland's Bin If Rail- 

road ', 8f 
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PRESERVATION OF LANDS— (Continued.) 

6. Application for by' Atlantic & Sulf -TraiiJ 

sit Canal Co. ......'.•;..... .".' . '. . 1. .9,. 19, 68 

7. Application for by 'Indian River By. ft 

Trans. Co ..v...;. ...22 

8. Lands reserved for Indian River By. & 

Trans. Co ... .29, 204, 296, 328 

9. For Fla. Coast Line C. & T. Co.. . . 7. . . .29, 238 

10. For- Lake Jesnp, O. & K. Riv. B. R. ftl 

Nav. Co. further continued. ....■.; 30 

11. For South Florida Railroad Co. •". ....... L . . .32 

12. For Jacksonville, T. & K. W. R. R. Co 44, 47 

13. For South. Florida R. R. Co 44 

17. For Peninsular Railroad Company 67 

18. For Green Cove Springs and Melrose 

R. Bl. Co , 77, 223 

19. Lands embraced in DLsston contract 

withdrawn from sale . . .86 

20. For St. Johns k Halifax River B. R. Co. .87, 294 

21. For Seville & Halifax By. Co 97, 222 

22. For Fla. Midland & Georgia R. R 107 

23. For Jaxv., St. Aug. & Halifax Riv. Ry..l07, 114 
24: For Atlantic, St. Johns & Indian River By. 108 

25. For Pensacola & Atlantic R. B. Co 113 

26. For Sanford & Indian River R. R. Co.. 115 

2T. Lands reserved for H. S. Sanford and A. 

St. Clair-Abrams restored to market 120 

2& For Georgia & Florida Midland R. R 134 

28. Resolution for restoring to market all 

lands reserved for railroads, unless eer- , 

tain terms are complied with .121 

"29. Change made in lands reserved for Atl. 

& Gulf C. C. & O. L. Co .129 

30. For Sanford, Late Eustis & Oeala 

R. R 131, 134, 296 

31. For Jacksonville & Palatka R. R '... .172 

32. For St. Johns & Suwannee Riv. R. R 175 

33. For Diego Beach Bv \ .... '.. ., 178 

■34. For Atlantic ft G. C. Canal Co. and Fla. 

Coast Line Canal &c Co '. 195 

35. For East Fla. By. extended 202 

36. For Arlington & Atlantic B. R .202 

37. For Green Cove Spgs. & Molrose R. R. . .201, 410 



INDEX. 3DLIII 

RESERVATION OF LANDS— (Continued.) ... 

38. Lands selected by Railroads, when with-- **. i 

drawn from sale 203 

39. For Atlantic Coa*t, St.. Johns & Indian 

Riv. Ry. Co 201 

40. For Wekiva Blackwater & Centra] Canal 

Co 209 

41. Cancellation of reservation for Palatka 

& Sanford R. H 209 

42. For* South Fla. R. R. Co. ...... .214 

43. For Tavares, Orlando & Atlantic R. R 214 

44. For Florida, Southern Ry. Co 

215, 216, 364, 373! 

45. For riparian owners on Maria Sanchez 

Creek '. .... . . . . .22>5 

46. For Florida Midland Ry 251, 391 

47. For Bine Springs, Orange Citv & Atlantic 

R. R 262, 352, 392, 396 

48. For Enterprise R. R. Co 310 

49. For Bay Port, Brooksville & Fort Dade 

R. R. Co .303 

50. For Wildwood, Lady Lake & Withlacoo- 

chee R. H. 373 

5.1. For St. Augustine & Palatka R R 387, 392 

52. For Fla. Southern Ry. (Brooksville- 

Tampa line) 405 

53. For Apopka & Atlantic R. R 406 

54. For St. Johns & Santa Fe R. R .411 

55. For Florida Midland Ry 415, 438 

56. For Central & River Divs. of J.. T. &. K. W. .433 

57. For Jax., M. & P. Ry. & Nav, Co. 439 

58. For Palatka & N. W. R. R '. 452 

59. For Jaxv., Manatee & Gulf R. R 457 

60. For GaineBV., Talla. & Western Ry. Co 459 

ROBERTS. JAMES W. . 

Land entry by canceled 228, 240 

BOBINSON, A. A. V : 
Land entry by canceled 124 

ROBINSON, SAML, A. 

Land entry by canceled and money re- 
funded -. 81, 118 



xur INDBX. 

ROPES, EDWARD E. 

Honey erroneously paid by, refunded to 171 

ROULERSON, JAMES R. 

Change of land entry by 218 

ROWLAND'S BLUFF. See Live Oak & Rowland* 
Bluff R. R. 

Aid for railroad from Lake City to 133 

BUSS, J. T, 

Land entry by canceled . . : . 462 

SALESMAN OF TRUSTEES. 

1. Authorized to employ additional clerical 

help.. 108 

2. H. A. Corley resigns and P. W. White 

elected 122 

3. Salary of directed to be paid to Chief 

Clerk 132 

4. Instructions to as to disposition of lands 

when patented by United States 488 

8AMMIS COUPONS. 

Balance due on ordered paid 189 

8ANF0RD, H. S. 

1. Asks extension of time for completing 

surveys and beginning work on drainage 
contract 71 

2. Withdraws from contract for reclamation 

Ocklawaha Valley 90 

3. Lands reserved for restored to market 120 

SANFORD k INDIAN RIVER R. R. CO. 

1. Plat of survey filed and reservation of 

lands asked 109, 115 

2. Asks for extension of time to complete 6 

miles of road 164 

3. Extension of time granted 165 

TJ 4. Request examination by Engineer of 

branch to Lake Jesup 239 

E. Engineer reports on construction of 

Lake Jesup branch 250 

BANFORD, LAKE EUSTIS & OCALA R. R. CO. 

1. Map of survey filed and lands reserved 

for 131, 134 

2. Notice to president that reservation had 

' -■■ been revoked 29& 



INDEX. Xt.T 

SANIBEL IB LAND. 

Land on relinquished to United States 

Government for light house 254 

SANTA FB CANAL CO. 

Asks for grant of lands and protests against 
reservation to Q. C. S. & Melrose B. 
R. Co 472 

6APP, NEWTON. 

1. Appointed Special Timber Agent for 

Lafayette county 138 

2. B. M. Burroughs asks that this agency 

be abolished 161 

SAVAGE, ROBT. C. 

Change of land entry by 225 

SAVANNAH, FLA. & WESTERN RY. See East 
Fla. Ry. 
Deeds ordered prepared for 435 

SCHUTTE ET AL. V. J. P. & M. B. R. CO. See 
Treasurer of Trustees, 4. 

1. Agreement between Trustees and Solic- 

itors for bond-holders that Receivers of 
J. P. & M. R. R. may pay over $15,000 
for operation of road 23-24 

2. Telegrams relative to payments due by 

Sir Edward Reed 158-159 

SECRETARY OF BOARD. 

Hugh A. Corley resigns and Win. D. Barnes 

elected 121 

SELECTING AGENT. See Wailes, 8. I. 
SETTLERS. See Land Entries, 1; J. T. & K. 
W. R. H., 7. 

SETTLERS UPON DISSTON LANDS. See 
DUston, H-, 9. 

1. Resolution relative to disputed claims of... 178 

2. Resolution in re issuing floats for landi 

settled ...... 188 

3. Lands not paid for by settlers reco a veyed 
to H. Disston 202 



I 



XLVI INDEX. 

SEVILLE & HALIFAX R, E. CO. See Land 
Grants, Claims Under; J. T. k K. W. 
R. R. Co., 26, 29, 31. 

1. Filea plat of survey and specifications of 

construction and asks reservation of 
lands 9ft 

2. Piles amended survey of route. Approved 

conditionally 109" 

3. Specifications of construction as ap- 

proved 147 

4. AstB reservation of certain lands 222" 

5. Piles claim for lands 282 

6. Lands reserved for not subject to float 

entry 294 

T. Relinquishes claim to lands reserved for it. .434 

SHARPE, W. H. 

Inquiry relative to land reservation for rail- 
road between Enterprise and Titusville. . .29t 

SHELTON, WILLIAM T. See Pike, John. 
SILVER SPRINGS, OCALA & GULF R. R. CO. 
1. Applies for modifications of specifications 

of construction 367, 369* 

,2. Applies for reservation of lands granted 

by Legislature 381 

3. Lands reserved for . 39£ 

4. Engineer's report of inspection of com- 

pleted section 419" 

5. Deeds ordered executed to 421 

6. Makes Application for deeds to la ml 458 

7. John Bradford, Engineer, directed to in- 

spect , 464 

S. Resolution concerning application for 

land by 46Y 

9. Inquires as to status of its land grant 

and priority' , , 484 

10. Resolution of Trustees upon subject of 

i inquiry 484 

11. Deeds ordered prepared for 485, 517 

12. Report of Engineer on inspection 52$ 

13. Deeds ordered executed to 52* 



INDEX. iWIt 

SIMPSON * CO. 

Sale of certain lands to 62" 

8KILLING8, D. N. See Avery, Edward, 1. 

SKINNER, E, F. 

1. Refund of money erroneously paid by 149 

2. Deed made by returned for correction 169 

3. Deed returned corrected and purchase 

money refunded 171" 

SMITH, C. F. See International Railroad. 
SMITH, L. F. 

Land entry by canceled 255 

BOOTH FLORIDA RAILROAD COMPANY. See 
Diss ton. H., 1, 4, Plant Investment Co. 

1. Specifications of construction approved 3 

2. Report of survey of road 11 

3. Additional lands reserved for .■ 32 

4. Proposition to adjust land claims with 

Tampa, Key West and Jacksonville R. 

R. Co 43" 

6. Certain lands ordered reserved from aale 

for 44 

6. Requests conveyance of lands 69 

7. Resolution granting request 69 

8. President of Board of Incorporators pro- 

tests against conveyance of lands by 
Trustees on account of road to Direc- 
tors of company or to Hamilton Diss- 
ton et al 72" 

9. Deed to, for 5,318. 12 acres swamp lands, 

executed 74 

10. Request from for snrvey of completed por- 

tion of line '.*. 129' 

11. Report of examination of, by H. S. 

Duval ; 140 

12. Requests deeds for lands earned 165 

13. Reservation of land* for 214, 275 

14. Report of Engineer .on inspection of Port 

Tampa extension 495 

15. Deeds ordered executed to 496^ 

1*. Requests payment of monies for reserved 

lands sold 496- 



XLVIII INDEX. 

■SOUTHERN INLAND & NAV. CO. 

Deed to for 1,360,600.65 acres canceled 

under order in Vose case 163 

SOUTH WESTERN RAILROAD OF FLORIDA. 

See Mann, A. S. 

■SPECIFCIATIONS OF CONSTRUCTION. 

1. Of South Florida Railroad Company ap- 

proved , 3 

2. Modifications requested by P. & A. R. R..22, 25 

3. Modifications asked by P. & A. R. R. ap- 

; proved t 27, 128 

4. Modifications asked by Indian River Ry. 

& Trans. Co. presented and allowed 29 

5. Of Seville & Halifax R. R. Co 96 

6. Certain alternate sections of land reserved 

for 97 

7. Of Palatka & Sanford Railroad 97 

8. Modifications asked by J., St. Aug. & H. 

Riv. Ry. ...... 114, 115 

9. Of St. Johns & Halifax R. R .179 

10. Of Jacksonville & Atlantic R. R 203, 262 

H. Of Southern Division of J., T. & K. W. 

R. R 268 

12. Of International Railroad 284 

13. Of Silver Spgs., O. & G. R. R Co 367 

14. Of Jaxv., Mayport 4 Pablo Ry. & Nav. Co. . .439 

15. Of Palatka & N. W. R, R. 453 

16. Of Orange Belt Ry. , 479 

-6PEER, JAMES G. See Apopka Canal Company. 
STARLING, WILLIAM. 

Deed to corrected 143 

■ST. AUGUSTINE & PALATKA R. R. Co. See 
J., T. & K. W. R. R. Co., 26, 29. 

1. Files plat of survey and lands reserved for. .387 

2. Asks reservation of lands to make np de- 

ficiency 391 

3. Reservation ordering reservation of lands, 

for 392 

4. Specifications of construction filed 399, 401 

5. Engineer's report of inspection 423 

6. Deeds ordered executed to 423 



INDEX. JX.H 

ST. AUGUSTINE AND SOUTH BEACH BY. 

Flat of survey filed and lands reserved for. .. .447 
ST. CLAIRABRAMS, ALEDANDER. See San- 
ford, H. S., 1. 

1. Asks extension of time for reclaiming Ookla- 

waha VaHey 90 

2. Proposition from to purchase lands for 

drainage at reduced pricesl Declined ...108 
3, Lands reserved for restored to market 120 
ST. JOHNS & HALIFAX RIVEB B. B. Co. See 
Florida Land & Imp. Co., 1; J., T. & 
K. W. R. E., 29. 

1. Files survey of route and asks withdrawal 

of alternate sections from Bale 87 

2. Resolution reserving lands for 87 

3. Requests S. I. Wailes to relinquish certain 

lands to it Ill 

4. Specifications of construction submitted 

and inspection requested 17ft 

5. H. S. Duval, State Engr., direct to make 

inspection 179 

6. Reservation of lands for canceled 294 

7. Report of Engineer upon inspection .350 

"8. Lands ordered conveyed to 351 

9. Application from, for additional land 

grant 354 

10. Requests inspection by Engineer of com* 

pleted work 386 

11. Report of Engineer on inspection of com- 

pleted work '. 388, 411, 460 

12. Order for conveyance of lands to. .389, 411, 465 
ST. JOHNS AND INDIAN RIVER CANAL, See 

Henderson, John A., 1. 
ST. JOHNS AND SANTA FE RAILROAD. 

Map of survey filed and lands reserved for 411 

ST. JOHNS & SUWANNEE RIV. R B CO. 

1. Files plan of survey and lands reserved 

for ., I 175 

2. Land reservation for renewed 411 

ST. JOHNS RAILWAY. 

1. Adjustment of land claims of 143 

2. Order as to lands in deed to* 436 

4 Index Vol. IIL 






XLVIII INDEX. 

■SOUTHERN INLAND & NAV. CO. 

Deed to for 1,360,600.65 acres canceled 

under order in Voae case 163 

SOUTH 1 WESTERN RAILROAD OF FLORIDA. 
See Mann, A. S. 

.SPECIFCIATIONS OF CONSTRUCTION. 

1. Of Sooth Florida Railroad Company ap- 

proved 3 

2. Modifications requested by P. & A. R. R..22, 25 

3. Modifications aaked by P. & A. R. R. ap- 

proved .27, 128 

4. Modifications asked by Indian River Ry. 

& Trans. Co. presented and allowed 29 

5. Of Seville & Halifax R. R. Co 96 

6. Certain alternate sections of land reserved 

for ...97 

7. Of Palatka & Sanford Railroad .97 

8. Modifications asked by J., St. Aug. & H. 

Riv. Ry 114, 115 

9. Of St. Johns & Halifax R. R 179 

10. Of Jacksonville & Atlantic R. R 203, 262 

11. Of Southern Division of J., T. & K. W. 

R. R 268 

12. Of International Railroad.... 284 

13. Of Silver Spgs., O. & G. R. R. Co 367 

14. Of Jaxv., Mayport k Pablo Ry. & Nav. Co. . .439 

15. Of Palatka & N. W. R. R 453 

16. Of Orange Belt Ry. 470 

-6PEER, JAMES G. See Apopka Canal Company. 
STARLING, WILLIAM. 

Deed to corrected 143 

ST. AUGUSTINE & PALATKA R. R. Co. See 
J., T. & K. W. R. R. Co., 26, 29. 

1. Files plat of survey and lands reserved for, .387 

2. Asks reservation of lands to make up de- 

ficiency 391 

3. Reservation ordering reservation of lauds, 

for 392 

4. Specifications of construction filed 399, 401 

5. Engineer's report of inspection 423 

6. Deeds ordered executed to 423 



INDEX. ILII 

ST. AUGUSTINE AND SOUTH BEACH BY. 

Plat of survey filed and lands reserved for 447! 

ST. CLAIR ABBAMS, ALEDANDEB. See San- 
ford, H. S., 1. 

1. Asks extension of time for reclaiming Oekla- 

waha VaHey 90 

2. Proposition from to purchase lands for 

drainage at rednced prices. Declined . . . 108 
3» Lands reserved for restored to market 120 
ST. JOHNS & HALIFAX BIVEB E. E. Co. See 
Florida Land & Imp. Co., 1; J., T. & 
K. W. B. B., 29. 

1. Files survey of route and askB withdrawal 

of alternate sections from sale 87 

2. Resolution reserving lands for 87 

3. Bequests S. I. Wailes to relinquish certain 

lands to it Ill 

4. Specifications of construction submitted 

and inspection requested 179 

5. H. S. Duval. State Engr., direct to make 

inspection 179 

6. Reservation of lands for canceled 294 

7. Report of Engineer upon inspection ..... .359 

"8. Lands ordered conveyed to 351 

9. Application from, for additional land 

grant 354 

10. Requests inspection by Engineer of com- 

pleted work 386 

11. Report of Engineer on inspection of com- 

pleted work '. 388, 411, 460 

12. Order for conveyance of lands to. .389, 411, 465 
ST. JOHNS AND INDIAN RIVER CANAL. See 

Henderson, John A., 1. 
ST. JOHNS AND SANTA FE RAILROAD. 

Map of survey filed and lands reserved for. . . . 411 
ST. JOHNS & SUWANNEE BrV. B. R. CO. 

1. Files plan of survey and lands reserved 

for 175 

2. Land reservation for renewed 411 

ST. JOHNS RAILWAY. 

1. Adjustment of land claims of 143 

2. Order as to lands in deed to 436 

4 Index Vol. III. 



L INDEX. 

j ■ " 

ST. JOHNS RIVEB. 

Proposition Jrom J. J. Harris et al. for 

drainage of valley , . '. 419 

ST. JOHNS BIVER RY. CO. 

Application from, for lands granted by 
Legislature ,■ 89 

STEWART, J. Q. See Fla. Coast Line C. & T. Co., 15. 

STONE, JOS. S. 

Bond of aB Special Timber Agent for Calhoun 

county, approved 57 

STORY, JOSEPH B. 

Land entry by canceled 91 

STRICKLAND, AMANDA E. 

Deed to, corrected 164 

STRIPLING, J. B. 

Proposition from, to purchase -certain lands. . . .58 

STUMPAGE FEES AND CHARGES. 

1. Collection of by Agents . . . . 5 

2. Upon cedar cord wood fixed 118 

SWAMP AND OVEBFLGWED LANDS. See Ad- 
ministration of Trust. 
Acreage received and conveyed 415 

CWAMP LAND INDEMNITY CERTIFICATES. 
See Wailes, S. I. 
1. Certificates for 5,069.78 presented by Gov- 
ernor 76 

"2. Private sale of by Salesman prohibited 130 

SWAMP LAND INDEMNITY INVESTIGATION. 
See" CorTey, H. A., 5. 

Certain cost of, charged to 8. I. Wailes 170 

SWAMP LAND INDEMNITY PATENTS. 

Patents for 44,506.13 acres presented by 

Governor 75-76 

SWAMP LANDS SELECTIONS. See Wailes, S. 
I., Henderson, John A.; Administra- 
tion of Trust. 



™ , INDEX. £1 

SWAMP LANDS, PfelCE OF, See Administra- 
tion of TrnBt. 

1. Resolution extending scale of prices re- ■ 

scinded and minimum prices fixed 81 

2. Price fixed . 394 

SWAMP LANDS, WITHDRAWAL OF. See Res- 
ervation of Lands; Administration of 
Trust. 
All swamp lands east of Suwannee River 

withdrawn from sale 213 

SWANN, SAMUEL A. See Florida Railroad Co. 

1. Conference with relative to his compensa- 

tion as Special Agent 11 

2. Gives notice of application to U- S. court 

for compensation for services as agent. .85, 87 
3.*Petition referred to A. Doggett, MaBter 88 

4. Order for payment of BUBpended 93 

5. Letter from relative to compensation 273 

6. f 20,000 order paid to him in fnll settlement. 274 

6WILLY, MRS.. E. 

Land entry by 279 

SYLVESTER, W. T. See Atlantic, St, Johns' & 
Indian River Ry. 1, Silver Spgs. 0. & 
G, R. R. 

Tallahassee railroad company. See 

Walker, D. S., 1; Railroad Bonds; 
Townsend, John F. 

1. Certain coupons from bonds made parable. .14 

2. C. D. Willard. aeks postponement of seiz- 

• ure by Trustees ....,.'. 173 

r 3. Trustees decline to postpone ee'rure. ..173 

4, Seizure postponed 176 

r S. U. 8. Marshal directed to sell road and j I 
l ■ property ; ;-, . . ■ ...... 182 

6. Sale of, further postponed ....... .'231 

'i 7. Payment of interest on bonds of .231 

8. Agreement with F. C. & W. B^R, for pftjr 

• ' meat . of advertisement, operating and 

• ■ '- insurance expenses. o£ . ,,, ...,.„. .„- ". .... .231 

9. Bonds of, held by Trustees, referred to 

P> Master 301 



TAVABES, ORLANDO 4 ATLANTIC It E: 

1. Files plat of survey and' reservation of 

lands ordered 21# 

2. Reservation of lands for, extended 256 

3. Requests Trustees to specify lands to which 

it will be entitled 262" 

4. Requests inspection of completed part of 

line 360 

5. Report of Engineer upon inspection . . ,377, 420 

6. Agreement by, to sell lands to actual set- 

tlers 420 

7. Lands ordered deeded to • . .421 

TAYLOR, J. D. 

Proposition from to buy I. I. lands at re- 
duced price 518 

TAYLOR, LEWIS M. 

Land entry by canceled * 302 

TAYLOR, WILLIAM B. See Live Oak & Rowlands 
Bluff R. R., 1. 

TAYLOR, WILLIAM SB. 

Change of land entry 106 

THOMASVILLE, TALLAHASSEE & GULF R. R. 

1. Propositions from relative to purchase of 

lands 311 

2. Report of Engineer on inspection .616* 

THOMPSON, WILLIAM B. 

Land entry by canceled 261 

TIMBER AGENTS. See Hamilton County, - 1; 
Lafayette County; Calhoun County, 1; 
Washington County; Johnston, J, J.; 
Cedar Keys. 
Salary of fixed 76" 

TIMBER ON FUND LANDS. 

1. Resolution to cease issuing permits to **nt .130 

2. Resolution suspended 142" 

TITUS, MRS. MARY E. See Dixon, Thos. K. 

TOWNSEND, JOHN F. 

Order by Judge Pardee on petition of, in re 

payment of Bonds of Talla. B. B 30B 
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TRANSPORTATION COMPANIES. See 

Apopka Canal Company, 

Apopka ft Atlantic It. R. 

Arlington & Atlantic R. R. 

Atlantic & Golf Coast Canal and Okeechobee 
i " Land Co. 

Atlantic & Gnlf Transit Canal Co. 

Atlantic, Gnlf & West India Transit Co. 

Atlantic, St. Johns & Indian Riv. By. 

Atlantic Coast, St. Johns & Indian Biv. By. Co. 

Bay Port, Brooksville & Fort Dade R. R. Co. 

Bine Springs, Orange City & Atlantic B. B. 

Diego Beach By. 

East Florida By. 

Enterprise B. B. Co. 

Femandina & .Jacksonville B. B. Co. 

Florida, Atlantic & G»olf Central B. R. 

Florida Central ft Western B. B. Co. 

Florida Coast Line Canal and Transporta- 
tion Co. 
i Florida Midland By. 

Florida Midland ft Georgia R. B. Co. 

Florida Orange Caflal ft Transit Co. 

Florida R. B. Co, 
I Florida By. 4 NaT. Co. 

Florida Southern By. 
< Florida Transit & Peninsular R. B. 

Florida Tropical B E. Co. 

Gainesville, Ocala ft Charlotte Harbor By. 

Gainesville, Tallahassee ft Western By. Co. 

Georgia k Florida Midland B. R. 

Great Southern Railway. 
• Green Gove Springs & Melrose R. R. Co. 

Halifax & Indian Biv. By. 

Indian -River Ry. ft Trans. Co. 
f International Railroad. ► 

r Jacksonville ft Atlantic B. B 

' ' Jacksonville, Halifax ft St. Angnstine By. 

Jacksonville, Manatee ft Gulf B B. 
1 " Jacksonville, Mavport ft Pablo Ry. ft Nav. Co. 
r»- Jacksonville ft Palatka B. R. 
f" Jacksonville, Pensacola ft Mobile B. B. Co. 



IXD.X 

TRANSPORT ATIOX COMPANIES— ■( Continued.} 
Jacksonville, St. Augustine & Halifax River 

Ry. Co. -f 

Jacksonville, Tampa k Key West R. R. Co. 
Kiemmmee R. R. Co. 
Lake Jesup, Osceola & Kissimmee River R. 

R A*Nav. Co. 
Lake Monroe & Lake Jesup R. R. Co. 
Live Oak & Rowland's Bluff R. R. 
Live Oak, Tampa & Charlotte Harbor By. Co*. 
Orange Belt By. t 

Orange Ridge, DeLand & Atlantic R. R. Co. 
Palatka & Indian Biver By. Co. 
Palatka & Northwestern B. B. 
Palatka & Sanford B. B. 
Peninsular Railroad. 
Peninsular Tropical Railroad. 
Peninsular & Atlantic It. R. Co. 
Pensacola & Atlantic R. R. Co. 
Pensacola & Georgia R. R. Co. 
Plant Investment Co. 
Kan ford & Indian River R. R. Co. 
Sanford, Lake Eustis & Oca la R. R. Co. 
Santa Fe Canal Co. 
Savannah, Florida & .Western Ry. 
Seville & Halifax R. R. Co. - f 

Silver Springs, Oeala k Gulf E. R Co. 
South Florida B. R. Co: 

Southern ltd and & Nav. Co. . .'*""' 

Southwestern Railroad. of Florida. 
St. Augustjpe & Palatka R. R, Co. 
St. AngUBtine & South Reach Ry. 
St. Johns & Halifax River R. B.'Co. 
St. Johns & Indian Riser Canal. 
St. Johns & Santa Fe B. B- . .-. ~ ' l 

^t, Johns & Suwannee Biver R. R. Co. 
St. Johns Riven Ry. Co. 
Tallahassee R. R. Co., ~" 

Tavares, Qrlando & AUanJie R..B* 
ThouiaHyillR, Tallahassee & Gulf R R. 
Tropical Florid* Bv B. Co, 
Wokiya Rlacfcwater, fc Central Canal Co. v . 
WUdwood, Lady Lake & Withlacoochee R, B. Gov 



IND1X. tf 

- -... ^i 

TREASURER OF TRUSTEES. -See Fla^ Atl. 
& G. C. R. R., Sinking Fund of. 

1. Salary of_directed to be paid to his clerk.. .132 

2. Disbursement bv, of Funds deposited by 

Sir E. J. Reed 161 

3. Reports receipt of |711,602,78 from Sir 

Edward J. Reed : - .162 

4. Ordered to invest proceeds of Schotte 

decree in bonds 176 

5. Edward S. Crill elected. Bond and salary 

fixed ' ..347 

6. Report of committee to examine accounts 

of H. A. L'Engle .349 

TROPICAL FLORIDA RAILROAD COMPANY. 

1. Authorized to substantiate steel for iron 

rails in construction 30 

2. List of Fund'B lands adjacent to presented. .31 

3. Report of completion of part of line ex- 

amination by Engineer Duval ordered.. .150 

4. Report of Engineer 340 

TURNBURKE, GEORGE W. 

Land entry by canceled 7 

VAN FLEET, WILLIAM. See J. T. & K. W. Ry. 

Co., 6. 

VOSE, FRANCIS. See Avery, Edward, 1. 
VOSE V. TRUSTEES. See Walker, D. S., 1. ; 
Southern I. & 15. Co., 1. 
1. Order providing for receipt and payment 
of certain coupons from bonds of Pen- 
sacola & Georgia and Tallahassee Rail- 
roads .--H 

. 2. Attorney of Trustees instructed to move- 
ment for advancement On docket.... 32 

WAILES, S. I. See Lands Patented to State;- 

Swamp Land Indemnity; Corley, H. A., 5. 

1. Letter from, relative to swamp land gelec- 

• tions : 4 

2. Appointed Agent to select swamp lands 4 

» 3. Compensation as selecting Agent fixed 4 

4. Patents for swamp lands received through. . .75 
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WAILES, S. I— (Continued.) 

5. Allowed to select 1,956.92 acres as com- 

pensation '. 75 

6. £wamp Land Indemnity Certificate for 

1,013.96 acres assigned to 7ft 

7. Requested to relinquish certain lands to 

St. Johns & Halifax E. R. Co Ill 

8. Resolution relative to compensation for 

selections under the Palatka Indemnity. .384 

9. Resigns as selecting agent 430 

10. Instructions to, relative to continuance 

of work 430 

"WALKER, D. S. See Ambler, D. G. I. 

1. Correspondence with Attorney General 

as to interpretation of order in Vose 
case making certain coupons of P. & 
G. and Tall a. bonds payable from sales 
of lands 15-18 

2. Land entry by canceled . 77 

WALKER JOHN T. 

Employed in certain litigation .272 

WALL, J. B. See J. T. & K. W. R. R. Co., 1. 
WALL AND TURNER. J 

File protest against issue of deeds to J. T. 

& K. W. R. R 393 

WALLACE, ALEX. See Ambler, D. G., 1. 
WARD, JOHN B. 

land entry by canceled 3136 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

Alleged trespasses on timber lands in 156 

WATKINS, H. H. See Gulf Coast Reserve, 1. 

WEAVER, W. B, Bee Dunne, Jesse H. 

WEKIWA BLACKWATER & CENTRAL CANAL CO. 

1. Files survey of route and granted reser- 

vation of lands 209 

2. Reservation of lands canceled 493 

1 
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WESTCOTT, JOHN. See Florida Coast Line 
('mint and Transportation Company, 1; 
St. Johns River By. Co. 

WHEDOW, ASBEEKY *. 

Land entry by 259 

WHIDDEN, i. W. 

Land entry by canceled 184, 395 

WHITE, FUBNEY. 

Land entry by canceled .118 

WHITE, P. WOODSON. See St. Ang. & Palatka B. B- 

1. Elected Salesman of Trustees 153 

2. Change of land entry by .431 

WHITE, V. J. See St-. Johns & Halifax R. B. 

WHITNEY, CHARLES. See Avery, Edward, 1. 

WLLDWOOD, LADY LAKE & WITHLACOO- 
CHEE B. B. CO. 
Files plat of survey and asks reservation of 

lands 371 

WTLLABD, C. D. 

1. Constituted representative of Bir Edward 

J. Beed .111 

2. Applies for extension of time for making 

payment on Sir Edward J. Reed's con- 
tract 124 

3. Asks postponement of seizure of Talla. R. B..173 

4. Payments by, for Sir Edward J. Beed 19« 

WILLIAMS, G. G. 

Letter from, relative to deposits made by 
Sir E. J. Reed in Chemical Nat. Bk., 
N.Y. ;i 168 

WILLIAMS, M. A. 

1. Letter from, relative to- certain lands en- 

tered by A. M. Randolph and E. Hous- 
ton n '. „ -. , 28T 

2. Land entries by canceled 297 

WILLIAMS * 6WANN, 

Besolution for compensation of 341 

WILLS, JOHN C. 

Land entry by canceled -..- A ....44ft 
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WILSON, R. E. See Florida Midland Railway. 
WILSON, T. EMMETT. See Fla. Midland Ry., 4. 
WILSON, THOS. E. 

Certain lands authorized to be entered for 24* 

WITHLACOOCHEE RIVER. See Hart, Hobbard L., L 
WOMB WELL, L. B. See Pen*. & Atl. R. R., 13. 
YOUNG, B. C, M. 

Recommended for agent at Jacksonville If 

YOUNGBLOOD. R. T. See Gulf Coast Reserve, 1. 
YTJLEE, D. L. See Tropical Florida Railroad 
Company, 1. 



